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THE MIDDLE EAST ERUPTS INTO

TOTAL WAR FOLLOWING THE US-

ISRAELI ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S

SUPREME LEADER AND THE

CLOSURE OF GLOBAL ENERGY

CHOKE POINTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  5,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

structural  shift  in  global  security  as  the

Islamic Republic of Iran executes Operation

True  Promise  4,  a  massive  multi-front

military  campaign  against  US  and  Israeli

assets.  This  escalation  follows  the

assassination  of  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei during the holy month of Ramadan

by  US-Zionist  forces.  Tehran  has  signaled  a

transition from strategic patience to total war,

launching  the  19th  wave  of  ballistic  missile

strikes targeting  Israeli  military  hubs  in  Tel

Aviv,  Haifa,  and  Ashdod.  The  conflict  has

expanded beyond the Levant, with the Islamic

Revolutionary  Guard Corps  (IRGC)  targeting

27 US bases across eight regional countries,

effectively  neutralizing  key  command  and

control  centers  such  as  the  U.S.  Fifth  Fleet

headquarters in Bahrain.

The  economic  consequences  are  immediate

and  systemic.  Iran  has  implemented  an

"intelligent blockade" of the Strait of Hormuz,

halting  the  flow  of  oil  and  gas  and  forcing

Qatar  to  suspend  all  liquefied  natural  gas

(LNG) production. Global energy markets are

in a state of  shock,  with Brent crude prices

surging and insurance companies refusing to

cover  shipping  in  the  Persian  Gulf.

Concurrently,  the  Trump  administration  is

facing a deepening domestic crisis; rumors of

the  suspension  of  the  November  2026

elections and a "MAGA" base revolting against

unprecedented  military  losses suggest  that

the  war  is  destabilizing  the  American

domestic order as much as the regional one.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Operation True Promise 4 and the 19th

Missile Wave

The  IRGC  launched  the  19th  wave  of

retaliatory  strikes  using  Khorramshahr  4

heavy  missiles equipped  with  one-ton

warheads against Tel Aviv and Ben Gurion

Airport.

Tehran  deployed  the  Hadid  110  suicide

drone for  the  first  time,  specifically

designed to overwhelm and bypass Israeli

and US layered air defense networks.

The  IRGC  claims  to  have  successfully

struck  20  US military  targets in  Bahrain,

the UAE, and Kuwait, reporting significant

American casualties.
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2.  Martyrdom  of  Ali  Khamenei  and

Leadership Succession

The  assassination  of  Ali  Khamenei  has

catalyzed massive funeral processions and

protests  across  Iran,  Iraq,  Pakistan,  and

Kashmir, framing the war as a religious and

existential struggle.

A  Leadership  Council/Transition  Council

has  assumed  control  of  the  Islamic

Republic’s  military  and  state  functions  to

ensure continuity of operations.

Tehran has utilized the martyrdom to unify

reformist  and  hardline  political  factions

into a single resistant front against foreign

aggression.

3. Strategic Naval Warfare and the Denna

Incident

The  US  Navy  reportedly  torpedoed  the

Iranian frigate Denna near Sri Lanka while

it was participating in a joint exercise with

the Indian Navy, killing 130 sailors.

Iran retaliated by striking an American oil

tanker in  the  northern  Persian  Gulf,

demonstrating  its  capability  to  interdict

maritime traffic far from its shores.

Foreign  Minister  Abbas  Araghchi  warned

that  Washington would bitterly  regret  the

precedent set by attacking sovereign naval

vessels in international waters.

4. Total Closure of Global Energy Choke

Points

The Strait  of  Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb

are  effectively  closed  to  "hostile"  traffic;

seven oil tankers are currently stranded at

the mouth of the strait.

Qatar  halted  LNG  production  as  storage

facilities reached maximum capacity within

72 hours of the blockade’s commencement.

Market  analysts  predict  oil  prices  could

exceed  record  levels,  severely  impacting

Asian  economies  (Japan,  South  Korea,

India) and the Eurozone.

5. Fragmentation of the Western Coalition

Spain has barred the US from using bases

at Rota and Moron to launch strikes against

Iran, citing a breach of international law.

The  UK  government  under  Keir  Starmer

has  faced  intense  domestic  criticism  for

allowing US planes to use British bases in

Cyprus despite initially hesitant rhetoric.

Australia has deployed military units to the

Middle  East,  while  Canada  is  reportedly

considering  joining  the  belligerent

coalition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

The  Transition  Council is  currently

managing  the  Iranian  state,  emphasizing

that  martyrdom  does  not  disrupt  the

institutional  structure  of  the  Vilayat-e

Faqih.

Internal US stability is at risk, with reports

suggesting  President  Trump may suspend

the November elections, potentially ending

the democratic myth in the US.

Energy Security

The  blockade  of  the  Persian  Gulf  has

triggered  supply  scarcity across  Asia  and

Europe.  Tehran  is  using  energy  as  its

primary "normative power" to impose costs

on US accomplices.

Reports  emerge  of  Trump’s  inner  circle

allegedly profiting from the oil price spike,

a narrative Tehran is using to fuel anti-war

sentiment in the US.
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Lawfare (Legal Warfare)

Tehran  is  documenting  strikes  on  non-

military  targets,  including  schools  and

hospitals, to present a case of war crimes

to the international community.

The US Senate failed to pass legislation to

reign  in  Trump’s  war  powers,  effectively

granting  the  executive  branch  a  carte

blanche for the ongoing aggression.

Critical Infrastructure

Iranian civilian  infrastructure,  particularly

in  Tehran and southern cities  like  Minab,

has suffered extensive damage to gas lines,

water facilities, and power grids.

The BAPCO power refinery in Bahrain was

severely  damaged  by  Iranian  missiles,

illustrating  the  vulnerability  of  regional

energy processing hubs.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

Russia  and  China  have  transitioned  from

cautious  observers  to  a  trilateral  alliance

with Iran, with Russia reportedly signaling

it may cut off gas to Europe if NATO joins

the conflict.

The  "Unipolar  World"  is  declared  dead;

analysts argue the US dollar’s dominance is

being challenged as China moves to replace

it with the Renminbi for oil transactions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative action has been characterized by

executive overreach in the US and a complete

breakdown of international mediation through

the UN. The US Congress remains paralyzed,

while  the  Iranian  Majlis  and  Transition

Council have authorized total mobilization.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

US  War  Powers  Resolution: A  failed

attempt  in  Congress  to  limit  Trump’s

authority to  wage  war  on  Iran;  the  bill

failed  to  reach  the  required  majority,

sustaining the current military campaign.

Spanish Arms Embargo: Prime Minister

Pedro Sanchez reaffirmed an arms embargo

on Israel and refused logistical support for

US strikes on Iranian soil.

Iranian  Defense  Authorization: The

Transition  Council  has  cleared the  use  of

next-generation  hypersonic  missiles that

were previously kept in reserve.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ali  Larijani  Press  Statement: Warned

that any ground incursion would result in

thousands  of  Americans  being  killed  or

captured.

Keir Starmer Commons Update: The UK

PM confirmed F-35 and Typhoon missions

are  actively  defending  regional  partners

and utilizing Cyprus as a forward hub.

Trump Press Gags: The US President has

avoided  specific  questions regarding  US

casualties,  opting  for  vague  statements

about the "fallen."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Epstein Class" Narrative

A prominent theme in Tehran’s media is the

framing of the US leadership as the "Epstein

Class." This psychological warfare tactic links

the  war  to  recent  Epstein  file  releases,

alleging  that  US  and  Israeli  leaders  are

initiating  the  conflict  to  distract  from

domestic pedophilia and corruption scandals.
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By branding the war an "Epstein class war,"

Iran seeks to peel away the moral ground of

the  US  populist  base,  framing  the  IRGC’s

resistance  as  a  fight  for  "humanity"  against

"evil souls."

Depletion of Western Shield Tech

State media and military analysts emphasize

that  the  West’s  myth  of  invincibility is

cracking.  The  high  rate  of  interceptor

consumption for systems like Iron Dome and

Arrow 3—which  cost  millions  per  launch—is

contrasted with Iran’s low-cost drone swarms

and hypersonic warheads. The trend suggests

a tactical realization: the West cannot sustain

a  long-term  missile  war  of  attrition  without

depleting its entire strategic reserve.

The Rise of Localized Resistance

The  conflict  has  decentralized.  Hezbollah  in

Lebanon  has  resumed  close-quarter  combat

against  advancing  Israeli  forces,  while  Iraqi

resistance groups have taken the fight directly

to US embassies. This indicates that the "Axis

of  Resistance"  is  no  longer  operating  as

separate  proxies  but  as  a  unified  regional

command triggered  by  the  loss  of  their

common spiritual leader.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Regional Uprisings: Protests in Bahrain,

Jordan,  and  Saudi  Arabia  are  likely  to

escalate  into  civil  unrest as  populations

react  to  the  double  shock  of  energy

shortages  and  the  assassination  of

Khamenei.

Ground War Risk: Despite warnings, the

Trump  administration  may  authorize  a

ground  incursion to  "finish  the  job,"

potentially leading to a catastrophic urban

warfare scenario in the Zagros mountains.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

Economic  Attrition: If  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  remains  closed,  the  global

economy  will  enter  a  Great  Depletion. 

Food and water shortages will likely hit the

Persian  Gulf  monarchies  first,  potentially

toppling  the  Al-Khalifa  and  Al-Nahyan

regimes.

Nuclear Proliferation: With the death of

Khamenei  and  his  fatwa  against  nuclear

weapons,  the  Transition  Council  may

authorize  a  covert  nuclear  "breakout" to

deter an expected US nuclear strike.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

End  of  the  Petrodollar: The  strategic

alignment  of  Russia,  China,  and  Iran  will

likely finalize the transition away from the

US  Dollar for  oil,  fundamentally  ending

American financial hegemony.

US Isolationism: A military defeat in Iran

would likely result in the total withdrawal

of  US  forces  from  West  Asia,  leaving  a

power vacuum to be filled by the IRGC and

the  Shanghai  Cooperation  Organization

(SCO).
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Urgent  De-escalation: Diplomatic

channels (possibly through Oman or Spain)

must be used to secure a ceasefire before

US air  defense stocks are fully exhausted

and Israel  resorts  to  its  "ending weapon"

(nuclear options).

Refugee  Management: Neighboring

states  should  prepare  for  massive

displacement  from Lebanon  and  southern

Iran  as  the  IOF  issues  mass  evacuation

orders.

International  Law  Review: Institutions

must  address  the  targeting  of  diplomats

and athletes to prevent the total collapse of

the rules-based order.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Diversification: Immediate  pivot

away from Gulf-sourced hydrocarbons. The

closure of Hormuz is not a temporary spike

but a structural stoppage.

Supply Chain Resilience: Shipping routes

must  be  permanently  rerouted  around

Africa;  the Red Sea is  a high-risk combat

zone with  no  short-term solution  for  safe

passage.

Currency  Risk: Hedging  against  the  US

dollar  is  advised  as  petroyuan  transitions

become a reality in the fallout of the Iran-

US war.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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