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AFGHANISTAN ESCALATES BORDER

CONFLICT WITH PAKISTAN AMIDST

REGIONAL TURMOIL AND THE

REPORTED DEATH OF IRAN’S

SUPREME LEADER

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  5,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point for the Islamic Emirate of  Afghanistan

(IEA)  as  it  transitions  from localized  border

skirmishes  to  a  sustained  military  campaign

dubbed "Rad-ul-Zulm" (Repelling Oppression)

against  Pakistani  military  forces.  Following

Pakistani  airstrikes  that  allegedly  targeted

civilians  in  Khost  and  Paktika,  the  IEA  has

launched broad retaliatory strikes across the

Durand  Line,  claiming  significant  territorial

gains  and  the  destruction  of  12  Pakistani

military  outposts.  This  escalation  is  being

leveraged  domestically  to  foster  a  unified

national  identity,  with  state  media

broadcasting  widespread  "spontaneous"

rallies  in  provinces  like  Takhar  and  Herat

where citizens are volunteering for  frontline

combat against what they term the "Punjabi

regime."

Simultaneously,  the  regional  security

architecture  is  facing  a  historic  shock

following  reports  of  the  death  of  Iranian

Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei  and

subsequent  US-Israeli  strikes  on  Iranian

territory. The IEA leadership, while embroiled

in  its  own conflict,  is  positioning  itself  as  a

stable  regional  actor,  engaging  in  high-level

diplomacy with China and Russia to mediate

the Pakistani crisis. Russia has notably offered

to  act  as  a  mediator between  Kabul  and

Islamabad, while the IEA continues to exploit

Pakistani  internal  instability—specifically  the

Baloch and Pashtun grievances—to undermine

Islamabad’s strategic depth. The convergence

of  a  hot  war  with  Pakistan  and  the  power

vacuum in Iran suggests a period of extreme

volatility for Central and South Asian security.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Execution of Operation Rad-ul-Zulm

The IEA Ministry of Defense claims to have

transitioned  to  a  professional,  tactical

border war, reporting 41 Pakistani soldiers

killed and 53 wounded in the last 24 hours.

Retaliatory  strikes  targeted  Pakistani

positions in Nangarhar, Kunar, Paktika, and

Kandahar, with specific claims of capturing

two  posts  and  heavy  weaponry in  the

Shorabak district of Kandahar.

The  IEA  air  force  and  special  operations

units allegedly conducted strikes as deep as

the Kachlagh area of Balochistan, targeting

a military headquarters and barracks.

State  media  highlights  the  downing  of

three  Pakistani  surveillance  drones by

Afghan forces,  signaling improved anti-air

capabilities.
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Regional Fallout from the Reported Death

of Ali Khamenei

Deputy  PM  Hanafi  and  Foreign  Minister

Mutqi visited the Iranian embassy in Kabul

to  offer  condolences  for  the  passing  of

Seyed Ali Khamenei.

The  IEA  officially  condemned  US  and

Israeli  military  actions  against  Iran,

characterizing them as a threat to regional

stability that targets civilian infrastructure.

Despite  the  conflict  in  Iran,  IEA  officials

claim  the  Khaf-Herat  railway  remains

operational,  with  trade  shipments

continuing to enter Afghanistan from Iran.

Domestic Mobilization and Nationalism

Thousands of residents in Takhar province

held  rallies  condemning  Pakistani

"aggression" and declaring support for the

IEA security forces.

In  Panjshir,  over  4,000  youth  reportedly

registered to join the fight against Pakistan,

a  significant  development  given  the

province's history of resistance to the IEA.

The  IEA  is  utilizing  Islamic  rhetoric  to

frame  the  conflict  as  a  legitimate  jihad

against  a  "mercenary"  regime serving

Western interests.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Regional Influence

The  IEA  is  actively  projecting  power  by

framing  Pakistan  as  a  "failing  state"

plagued  by  political  and  economic  crises.

Analysts  in  Kabul  argue  that  Pakistan’s

military  is  holding  its  own  government

hostage,  leading  to  its  eventual

disintegration.

The  IEA  is  leveraging  the  "Durand  Line"

dispute as a unifying nationalist cause, with

officials  claiming  the  line  is  an  artificial

British imposition and that Afghan territory

extends to the Indus River.

Diplomatic Engagement

Russia’s Special Envoy Zamir Kabulov met

with  IEA  representatives  to  express

concern over violations of Afghan airspace

and offered Moscow’s services as a neutral

mediator.

The  IEA  continues  to  court  China,  with

Minister  Mutaqi  emphasizing that  respect

for Afghan sovereignty is the only path to

regional progress and security.

The  consulate  in  Bonn,  Germany,  has

commenced  passport  distribution,  a  move

seen  as  a  victory  for  the  IEA's  efforts  to

gain administrative legitimacy in Europe.

Economic  Security  &  Critical

Infrastructure

Despite the border war, the IEA reports a

significant increase in overflight traffic as

international  airlines  avoid  Iranian  and

Pakistani airspace, providing a windfall  in

transit fees.

The  Ministry  of  Transport  and  Aviation

claims  all  international  and  regional

airports are  operating  normally,  with  no

disruptions  to  civilian  flight  paths  despite

the kinetic environment.

A  crackdown  on  market  hoarding  is

underway,  with  the  Kabul  Municipality

threatening  to  shutter  businesses  that

manipulate  prices during  the  Ramadan

period and current security crisis.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance during the crisis has focused on

military  mobilization,  price  controls  during

Ramadan,  and bureaucratic  normalization in

the diaspora.

Passport  Distribution  Policy: The

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  finalized  the

protocol  for  the  resumption  of  passport

services  in  Germany,  targeting

approximately  4,000  applicants  in  the

initial phase.

Market  Regulation  Decrees: The

Ministry  of  Commerce  and  the  Kabul

Municipality  issued  joint  directives  for

enforcement  of  price  lists on  essential

goods  (flour,  oil,  pulses)  to  prevent  war-

related inflation.

Judicial  Oversight: The  Ministry  for  the

Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice

reported  resolving  127  cases  related  to

women's  rights and  the  arrest  of  12

individuals  for  "witchcraft"  as  part  of  a

broader social order campaign.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Proxies  and

Internal Unrest

A recurring theme is  the  IEA’s  tactical  shift

toward  supporting,  or  at  least  vocally

encouraging, internal dissent within Pakistan.

State  media  consistently  highlights  the

resistance  of  Baloch  and  Pashtun  groups

against  the  Islamabad  government.  By

framing  the  Pakistani  military  as  an

"occupying force" in its own borderlands, the

IEA is positioning itself as the de facto leader

of  a  regional  anti-colonial  movement,

successfully  pivoting  away from its  previous

image  as  a  parochial  militant  group  to  a

nationalist vanguard.

Strategic Use of International Neutrality

The  IEA  is  attempting  a  sophisticated

"balancing act" between major powers. While

it militarily engages Pakistan, it uses Russian

and  Chinese  diplomatic  channels to  portray

itself  as  the  aggrieved  party.  The  reporting

suggests  the  IEA  believes  it  can  isolate

Pakistan  internationally  by  emphasizing

civilian  casualties—claiming  110  non-

combatants  killed—while  maintaining  trade

relations  with  China,  Turkey,  and  a  crisis-

stricken Iran.

Exploitation  of  Regional  Airspace

Instability

The conflict between Iran, Israel, and the US

has  created  a  vacuum  that  the  IEA  is

economically  exploiting.  As  regional  carriers

shift  paths,  the  increase  in  transit  flights

through Afghan space provides the IEA with a

resilient revenue stream that is  independent

of  border  trade  with  Pakistan.  This  reduces

Islamabad's  leverage  over  Kabul’s  economy,

which was historically dependent on the port

of Karachi and border transit points.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  an  intensification  of  "tit-for-tat"

strikes along the Durand Line. The IEA is

likely  to  conduct  more  rocket  attacks  on

Pakistani  Ranger vehicles and outposts to

maintain domestic momentum.
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Civilian  displacement  in  eastern

Afghanistan will increase; the IEA and UN

estimate 8,400 families have already been

displaced,  which  may  lead  to  a

humanitarian localized crisis in Kunar and

Nangarhar.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

If  the  power  transition  in  Iran  remains

unstable  following  Khamenei’s  death,  the

IEA may attempt to strengthen its security

posture on the western border to prevent

spillover from US-Israeli strikes.

Pakistan’s  internal  political  stability  is  at

severe risk. Continued losses on the Afghan

front  could  embolden  TTP  and  Baloch

insurgents,  potentially  leading  to

fragmentation  of  military  control in  the

tribal areas.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  formalization  of  IEA  relations  with

China and Russia may accelerate as these

powers look for a stable partner to secure

Central Asian trade routes. This would shift

the regional balance of power permanently

away from Pakistan.

The IEA may move to formally renounce the

Durand  Line,  seeking  international

recognition for a "Greater Afghanistan" as

part of its long-term sovereignty project.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Monitor the transfer of advanced

weaponry  (drones,  night  vision)  from  the

IEA  to  regional  proxies.  The  IEA  has

claimed significant seizures of night vision

and heavy weapons from Pakistani forces.

Diplomatic:  Engagement  with  Kabul  on

humanitarian  corridors  for  the  66,000

displaced persons in the east is urgent to

prevent a refugee surge into Central Asia.

Stability: Observe the IEA's reaction to the

Iran-Israel conflict; a further radicalization

of  the  IEA’s  stance  against  "Zionist-

American"  interests  could  threaten

remaining Western NGOs in the country.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains:  The  Khaf-Herat  railway  is

currently the most stable artery for Central

Asian goods; however, its proximity to the

Iranian conflict zone makes it high-risk.

Aviation: Increased overflight revenue is a

boon  for  the  IEA,  but  insurers  should  be

skeptical  of  the  "normalcy"  claims  for

Afghan  airports  given  the  violation  of

Afghan  airspace by  Pakistani  drones  and

jets.

Logistics:  Businesses  operating  in  the

region  should  prepare  for  prolonged

closures  of  the  Khyber  Pass  and  Spin

Boldak crossings  as  the  military  conflict

persists.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
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Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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