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THE GLOBAL SECURITY

ARCHITECTURE FACES AN

UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS AS THE

UNITED STATES INTENSIFIES ITS

"EPIC FURY" CAMPAIGN AGAINST

IRAN WHILE RUSSIA THREATENS A

TOTAL ENERGY DECOUPLING FROM

EUROPE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  5,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  in  the  shift  toward a  multipolar,  high-

kinetic global environment. The United States

and  Israel  have  entered  the  sixth  day  of  a

massive  military  operation  against  Iran,

codenamed Epic Fury, characterized by heavy

bombardment of Tehran and strikes on critical

infrastructure.  Iran  has  responded  with

asymmetric strikes against U.S. naval assets,

regional  bases  in  Bahrain  and Dubai,  and a

major Amazon data center in the Persian Gulf.

This escalation is driving global energy prices

to record highs, with gas reaching $700-750

per  thousand  cubic  meters,  further  strained

by  President  Putin’s  suggestion  that  Russia

may preemptively cease all gas exports to the

European Union before the EU's planned April

restrictions.

In the European theater, the "Special Military

Operation" in Ukraine continues with Russian

forces  capturing  the  strategic  settlement  of

Yarovaya in  the  Donetsk  region,  while  a

significant prisoner exchange of 200 for 200

was  successfully  completed.  Diplomatic

tensions  are  peaking  within  the  West  as

German Chancellor  Friedrich Merz’s  visit  to

Washington  was  characterized  by

subservience  to  President  Trump,  while

French  President  Emmanuel  Macron

announced a pivot toward "advanced nuclear

deterrence,"  potentially  offering  a  French

nuclear  umbrella  to  a  Europe  increasingly

skeptical  of  U.S.  security  guarantees  under

the Trump administration.

Technologically, the day’s reports highlight a

growing  "militarization  of  everything."  The

U.S. Department of  Defense is  clashing with

domestic  AI  giants  like  Anthropic  over  the

ethical  use  of  autonomous  weapons,  while

Russia  celebrates  its  impending  "lithium

independence"  with  the  launch  of  the

Kolmozerskoye  deposit in  Murmansk.  These

developments  suggest  a  world  rapidly  de-

globalizing  into  armed  blocs,  where  critical

minerals, energy supplies, and AI sovereignty

are being prioritized over international trade

norms.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Operation "Epic Fury" in the

Middle East

The  U.S.  and  Israel  have  conducted

nineteen  waves of  strikes  against  Iranian

military  and  civilian  infrastructure,

including the Ministry of Defense in Tehran

and the airport in Beirut. 
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The  U.S.  Navy  utilized  a  submarine-

launched torpedo to  sink an Iranian ship,

the first such instance since World War II. 

Iran claims to have killed 100 U.S. Marines

in  a  strike  on  Dubai  and  destroyed

American bases in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The  conflict  has  resulted  in  significant

civilian casualties, including reports of 170

girls  killed in  an  airstrike  on  a  school  in

Minab. 

Russia's Energy Leverage and Preemptive

Decoupling

President  Putin  has  directed  the

government  to  study  the  feasibility  of

halting gas supplies to Europe immediately,

rather  than  waiting  for  the  EU's  April

deadline. 

Hungary  and  Slovakia  remain  "reliable

partners,"  with  Russia  promising  to

maintain stable energy prices for Budapest

despite the global crisis. 

A  Russian  LNG  carrier,  the  Arctic

Metrogaz,  was  reportedly  attacked  by

Ukrainian sea drones in the Mediterranean,

an act Putin labeled a "terrorist attack." 

European  Security  Realignment  and

Nuclear Ambitions

President  Macron  announced  France  will

increase  its  nuclear  arsenal and  stop

reporting its exact numbers, moving toward

a "European scale" of deterrence. 

German Chancellor  Merz's  visit  to  Trump

failed  to  secure  the  cancellation  of  15%

tariffs, signaling a breakdown in traditional

transatlantic economic cooperation. 

NATO  Secretary  General  Mark  Rutte

indicated the alliance is prepared to invoke

Article 5 in support of the U.S. against Iran,

though specific plans remain "uncertain." 

Developments in the Ukraine Conflict

Russian  forces  captured  the  town  of

Yarovaya,  establishing  a  bridgehead  for

further advances toward Krasny Liman. 

A  major  POW  exchange  involving  400

soldiers (200  from  each  side)  was

facilitated by the UAE and the USA. 

Zelensky  reportedly  threatened  physical

retribution against  Hungarian  PM  Viktor

Orban if  he continues to  block EU aid to

Ukraine. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI & Technology Policy

U.S.  Defense  Secretary  Hegseth  (referred

to  as  Hexit)  has  threatened  to  destroy

Anthropic after the AI company expressed

concerns about its technology being used in

autonomous weaponry. 

U.S.  agencies  are  being  ordered  to  cease

cooperation with  AI  firms  that  do  not

comply  with  military  requirements,

signaling  a  new  era  of  state-directed

technology development. 

Critical Minerals & Supply Chains

Russia has entered test  production at  the

Kolmozerskoye lithium deposit,  aiming for

full  technological  independence  for  its

battery and defense industries. 

U.S.  defense  analysts  reveal  that  despite

public  reports  of  shortages,  the  U.S.  has

surreptitiously  expanded its  production  of

interceptor missiles to 70 units per month. 
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Energy Security

The blocking of the Strait  of  Hormuz and

attacks  on  Qatari  LNG  facilities  have

destabilized  Asian  and  European  energy

markets. 

Hungary is considering maritime transport

of  oil  if  the  Druzhba  pipeline  remains

blocked by Ukraine. 

Military Governance & Civil Unrest

The U.S. Senate voted against a resolution

that would have restricted Trump's power

to wage war in Iran without Congressional

approval. 

A  U.S.  Marine  veteran  was  forcibly

removed from  a  Senate  hearing  after

protesting  the  war,  highlighting  growing

domestic  polarization  over  foreign

interventions. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  was  dominated  by

the  U.S.  Senate's  refusal  to  curb  executive

war powers and European debates on shifting

to  a  "war  economy."  These  proceedings

indicate  a  move  toward  expanded  state

authority  and  the  sidelining  of  traditional

diplomatic norms.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

U.S. War Powers Limitation Resolution:

A failed attempt by Democratic senators to

restrict  Trump’s  ability to  strike  Iran

without a formal declaration of war. 

EU "Rearm Europe" Strategy: A proposal

by  Ursula  von  der  Leyen  to  allocate  800

billion euros for a massive military buildup

across the European Union. 

EU  20th  Sanctions  Package: Currently

blocked by Hungary due to energy security

concerns. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

U.S.  Senate  Intelligence  Briefing  on

Iran: Senators  Elizabeth  Warren  and  Ed

Markey  emerged  from  a  closed-door

briefing to warn that the administration has

"no exit plan" for the Iranian conflict. 

Putin-Siarto  Meeting: A  high-level

meeting  in  the  Kremlin  where  Russia

guaranteed  Hungarian  energy  security

despite the regional wars. 

Hegseth  Press  Conference: The  U.S.

Secretary  of  Defense  declared  the  Iran

operation  could  last  100  days or  more,

contradicting initial "four-day" estimates. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  Transatlantic  Economic

Integration

The failure of Chancellor Merz to secure tariff

relief from President Trump signal the end of

the "economic West." The U.S. administration

is increasingly treating its European allies as

competitors  rather  than  partners.  Trump’s

threats to cut off all trade with Spain over its

refusal  to  provide  bases  for  the  Iran  war

marks  a  new  era  of  "coercive  diplomacy"

within  NATO.  This  is  pushing  states  like

France  to  pursue  "strategic  autonomy"

through  independent  nuclear  expansion and

forcing  others,  like  Hungary,  to  strengthen

bilateral ties with Moscow to ensure survival.

Asymmetric  Retaliation  as  Global

Doctrine
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The  Iranian  response  to  "Epic  Fury"

demonstrates that the U.S. can no longer rely

on technological overmatch to avoid domestic

or economic pain. By striking an Amazon data

center and oil  tankers,  Iran is  targeting the

"digital and energetic nervous system" of the

global economy. This asymmetric approach is

mirrored  by  Ukraine's  sea  drone  attacks on

Russian gas vessels and Russia's potential use

of  the  "energy  tap"  to  induce  an  economic

collapse in  Europe.  The  trend  is  toward

targeting  "soft  infrastructure"  rather  than

solely engaging in battlefield combat.

The  Militarization  of  Corporate

Technology

The  confrontation  between  the  U.S.

government  and  Anthropic  over  AI

weaponization indicates  that  private  sector

companies  will  no  longer  be  allowed  to

maintain ethical autonomy during "existential"

conflicts. The U.S. administration is effectively

nationalizing technology policy,  using supply

chain risk designations to crush dissent within

the tech industry. This parallels Russia’s state-

led  push  for  lithium sovereignty,  suggesting

that  in  the  near  future,  major  technological

breakthroughs  will  be  exclusively  geared

toward state survival and military projection.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant spike in European energy prices as

Russian  gas  flows  likely  diminish  following

Putin's  "thoughts  aloud"  directive.  In  the

Middle  East,  the  Iranian conflict  is  likely  to

transition from a "surgical" air campaign to a

protracted  war  of  attrition,  with  the  U.S.

potentially  activating  Kurdish  proxies  along

the Iranian border to spark domestic unrest.

The  humanitarian  crisis  in  the  region  will

worsen, potentially triggering a new wave of

migration toward Europe.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  U.S.

administration will likely use the Iran war as a

justification  to  transition the  American

economy to "war rails," expanding munitions

production and ignoring WTO norms. Within

Europe,  a  split  in  the  nuclear  order will

emerge  as  France  begins  to  position  its

arsenal as a counter-weight to Russia,  while

Germany remains caught between its pacifist

constitution and its deteriorating alliance with

Washington.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Russia’s

development  of  the  Kolmozerskoye  lithium

deposit will likely make it a dominant player

in  the  global  battery  market,  potentially

rivaling China and providing it with a "green"

leverage  over  Europe’s  eventual

reconstruction.  The  global  internet  could

fragment further as states target private data

centers as  military  assets,  leading  to  a

"Balkanization"  of  the  digital  world  into

hardened, state-controlled networks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  Architecture: The  potential

invocation  of  Article  5 over  a  Middle

Eastern  conflict  will  fundamentally  test

NATO's cohesion. Non-U.S. members must

prepare  for  a  scenario  where  they  are

coerced  into  regional  wars  they  do  not

support. 
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Diplomatic  Engagement: Middle-power

states  (Spain,  Hungary,  Turkey)  are

emerging  as  critical  disruptors.  Policy

should focus on bilateral deals with these

"swing  states"  rather  than  relying  on

multilateral blocs like the EU or NATO. 

Nuclear  Non-Proliferation: Macron's

move  to  increase  the  French  arsenal

effectively  ends  the  era  of  disarmament,

signaling  a  return  to  high-stakes  nuclear

brinkmanship across Europe. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Exposure: Companies  with

exposure  to  European  industrial  sectors

should  hedge  against  a  total  cutoff of

Russian  gas  before  the  end  of  March.

Prices are expected to remain volatile and

decoupled from historical norms. 

Tech Regulatory Risk: AI and tech firms

must prepare for state intervention in their

business models. Refusal to cooperate with

national  security  mandates  will  result  in

being labeled a "supply chain risk," leading

to immediate loss of government contracts

and market access. 

Supply  Chain  Resilience: Russia’s  push

for  lithium  independence suggests  that

critical mineral supply chains are becoming

localized.  Investors  should  prioritize

projects  within  friendly  or  sovereign

jurisdictions as the "global" mineral market

continues to fragment. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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