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DUAL GRISIS: GLOBAL INSTABILITY & DOMESTIC STRAIN

The Trump Administration’s ‘Operation Epic Fury’ Shifts to Regime Change
in Iran as Canada Faces Healthcare & Affordability Collapse.
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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
SHIFTS "OPERATION EPIC FURY"
TOWARD OVERT REGIME CHANGE
IN IRAN AS CANADA FACES A DUAL
CRISIS OF INTERNATIONAL
INSTABILITY AND DOMESTIC
HEALTHCARE COLLAPSE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 6, 2026, the geopolitical landscape
shifted dramatically as the United States and
Israel escalated "Operation Epic Fury" against
Iran. What began as a mission to eliminate
nuclear and missile threats has transformed
into an overt pursuit of regime change, with
President Donald Trump demanding
"unconditional surrender" and asserting a
personal role in appointing Iran’s next leader.
US military officials claim to have decimated
90% of Iran's missile capability and liquidated
its navy, yet independent verification remains
impossible as the conflict expands to Lebanon
and Kuwait, displacing hundreds of thousands
and soaring oil prices toward $150 a barrel.

In Canada, Prime Minister Mark Carney is
navigating a precarious middle ground,
refusing to rule out military involvement while

rgin - lation as thousands of

Canadians remain trapped in the Middle East.
Domestically, the Carney government is
besieged by a systemic failure in healthcare—
evidenced by ER deaths in Edmonton and
acute doctor shortages—and a worsening
affordability crisis. Basic income pilots and
non-profit housing models are being debated
as desperate measures to stabilize a
population facing 25% rent hikes and record
food bank usage. Simultaneously, the rapid
integration of "agentic AI" into the economy is
creating a new infrastructure bottleneck, as
hyperscale data centers threaten local water
resources in Alberta and British Columbia.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Escalation of Operation Epic Fury: The
US-led mission has transitioned from a
surgical strike on nuclear facilities to a
campaign for total collapse.
President Trump has explicitly called for
the overthrow of the Iranian government
and offered immuni rrendering IRGC
soldiers.

regime

* Humanitarian Collapse in Lebanon:
Following Israeli evacuation orders for
nearly 500,000 people, Lebanon is facing a
massive displacement crisis. Israeli forces
have targeted over 500 locations, claiming
to strike Hezbollah strongholds, while
civilian casualties mount and UNIFIL
members report injuries.

* The Rise of Agentic Al: Tech giants are
pivoting from reactive chatbots to proactive
"Al agents" capable of autonomous web
navigation. However, the environmental toll
is surfacing as a major policy friction point,
with Canadian data centers projected to
consume billions of liters of water.
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* Canadian Healthcare Reform
Movements: In response to the collapse of
rural and ER services, municipal-led
healthcare models are emerging. The city
of Callwood, BC, has successfully recruited
doctors by offering municipal employment
and pensions, bypassing traditional
provincial fee-for-service models.

Transnational Crime & Corruption:
Investigations into the "Project South"
Toronto police corruption case have
revealed links between local officers and
the Ryan Wedding drug kingpin network,
highlighting the penetration of organized
crime into Canadian security institutions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Technology Policy: The deployment of
Al in military targeting has sparked an ethical
crisis, with reports that the US Secretary of
War removed Anthropic from contracts after
the firm demanded human review of Kkill
decisions. Domestically, the use of AI in
healthcare transcription and breast cancer
detection is showing promise but faces
scrutiny over data security and algorithmic
bias against non-white populations.

Energy & Economic Security: Global
markets are reacting to the blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz. Qatari officials warn that
production shutdowns could drive inflation to
unsustainable levels. In Canada, a 10% price
hike at the pumps was recorded in the
opening days of the conflict, despite Canada's
distance from the theater.

Food & Water Security: Market
investigations have uncovered '"property
controls" used by major Canadian grocers like
Sobeys and Loblaws to block competitors
from opening in plazas, artificially inflating
prices. Meanwhile, the thirst of the AI

industry is being challenged by citizens in BC
and Alberta who argue that natural resources
are being sacrificed for foreign data interests.

International Relations & Foreign Policy:
The US-UK "special relationship" is under
strain as Prime Minister Starmer deploys
naval assets to Cyprus to protect British
citizens, while facing sharp criticism from
President Trump. Canada remains excluded
from "Operation Epic Fury" planning, forcing
the Carney administration into a reactive

posture.

Domestic Stability & Social Order:
Growing unrest over OSAP cuts in Ontario
and the cancellation of basic income pilots in
Lindsay have led to widespread protests.
Advocates argue that basic income is essential
as Al automation threatens up to 50% of the
labor market in the coming years.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today was dominated by
emergency war measures and trade
renegotiations as global supply chains
fracture.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* War Measures Resolution (US House):
A bipartisan effort to require congressional
approval for further attacks on Iran was
v wn, granting the Trump
administration a free hand in the conflict.

e Bill 2 (Quebec): A controversial
healthcare pay law has been suspended,
preventing the mass closure of family
medicine clinics in Montreal.
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* Kuzma (USMCA) Review: Trade Minister
Dominic Leblanc is in Washington for a

formal joint review of the tri-lateral

agreement, facing US pressure on dairy
supply management and baseline tariffs.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Operation Epic Fury Briefing: White
House Press Secretary Caroline Leavitt
projected a four to six week timeline to
achieve primary military objectives in Iran.

Global Affairs Canada Update: Minister
Anita Anand reported that 108,000
Canadians have registered as being in the
Middle East, with evacuation flights
departing Dubai for Istanbul.

China "Two Sessions": Beijing announced
a 7% hike in defense spending and a
commitment to ‘"reunify" with Taiwan,
signaling a potential second front of global
instability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of AI in Modern
Warfare: The conflict in Iran marks the first
large-scale deployment of "agentic AI" in a kill
chain. While US officials boast of decimating
the Iranian navy via automated targeting, the
lack of transparency regarding
"hallucinations" or errors in target selection
suggests a high risk of civilian infrastructure
strikes. The shift from human-driven targeting
to millisecond AI decisions is fundamentally
altering international law regarding war
crimes and accountability.

The End of Globalization and the Rise of
Protectionism: The US Supreme Court's
striking down of global tariffs has resulted in
a CBP refund crisis totaling $166 billion. This,

combined with the "Buy Canadian" movement
—which has united the country more than any
politician—and China's selective tariff drops
on canola, indicates a shift toward a
fragmented, "bloc-based" global trade system
where economic security is prioritized over
open markets.

The "Gig-ification" of Public Service: The
Callwood Healthcare Model, where doctors
become municipal employees with pensions,
represents a radical departure from the

Canadian single-payer status quo. As
provincial systems fail, municipal

governments are stepping into the breach,
signaling a potential "balkanization" of social

services where the quality of healthcare

depends on the wealth and ingenuity of

individual cities.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
intensification of the humanitarian crisis in
Lebanon as the IDF pushes toward a
ground invasion. Domestic gasoline prices
in Canada will likely peak as the Strait of
Hormuz blockade persists. Repatriation
efforts for Canadians will face significant

bottlenecks as regional airspace continues

to close.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US will
likely attempt to install a provisional
Iranian leadership, leading to a long-term
insurgency and power vacuum. In Canada,
the failure of traditional rent controls and
the collapse of provincial healthcare will
likely force the Carney government to
consider a national i
framework to prevent civil unrest.

incom
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* Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
in the global economy will see Canada
leverage its "cold and wet" geography to
become the world's Al data vault, though
this will require a massive overhaul of the
power and water grids. The NATO alliance
may face a permanent rift if the US
continues to act unilaterally in the Middle
East without consulting European and
Commonwealth allies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* NATO allies must urgently establish a
unified naval corridor in the Mediterranean
to prevent the conflict from severing
European trade with the Gulf.

* The Carney administration should pivot
from "de-escalation" rhetoric to a defense-
focused posture, prioritizing the security of
commercial traffic and NATO's eastern
flank.

* International legal bodies must redefine
sovereignty in the age of Al-led regime
change to prevent a precedent for
"unconditional surrender" mandates in non-
nuclear conflicts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Importers
should immediately pivot from Middle
Eastern hubs like Dubai—now a "frozen"
humanitarian hub—to Istanbul or Indian
ports.

* Energy Hedging: With oil predicted to hit
$150, logistics firms must implement fuel
surcharges or transition to alternative
energy fleets ahead of a multi-year
disruption.

* AT Infrastructure Risks: Data center
investors must prioritize water-positive
technologies (closed-loop cooling) as
municipal opposition to "thirsty" facilities
will likely lead to project cancellations or
heavy environmental taxes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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