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THE US-ISRAELI "EPIC FURY"

OFFENSIVE AGAINST IRAN ENTERS

ITS SECOND WEEK, PRECIPITATING

A TOTAL COLLAPSE OF REGIONAL

STABILITY AND SIGNALING THE

DEFINITIVE TRANSITION TO A

POWER-BASED INTERNATIONAL

ORDER OVER THE RULE OF LAW.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 6, 2026, marks a watershed moment in

the  "Epic  Fury"  campaign  as  the  conflict

expands into a multi-front regional war with

global economic consequences. The joint US-

Israeli  operation  has  achieved  a  complete

decapitation of  the  Iranian  leadership,

including  the  confirmed  death  of  Supreme

Leader  Ali  Khamenei  on  the  war's  first  day.

While the Pentagon claims to have established

air superiority over Iran, the regime continues

to  execute  a  "cost-imposition"  strategy,

utilizing low-cost Shahed drones and ballistic

missiles  to  target  military  and  civilian

infrastructure across the Gulf,  specifically in

Kuwait,  the  UAE,  and  Qatar.  The  war  has

effectively  paralyzed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

through  which  one-fifth  of  the  world’s  oil

passes, leading to immediate spikes in global

energy  prices  and  a  massive  logistical

redirection  of  shipping  around  the  Cape  of

Good Hope.

The conflict  is  increasingly  characterized by

the  deployment  of  emerging  technologies,

most notably the use of artificial intelligence

to  generate  "kill  lists" for  targeting  Iranian

assets.  Simultaneously,  the  humanitarian

situation  in  Lebanon  has  reached  critical

levels  as  Israel  expands  its  ground  and  air

operations against Hezbollah, resulting in the

displacement of over 500,000 civilians in the

Beirut  area  alone.  Politically,  the  war  is

driving a wedge through European and NATO

alliances;  Germany  has  notably  pivoted

toward  US-led  "pragmatism,"  while  Spain

remains  a  vocal  critic  of  the  legality  of  the

intervention.  This  shift  suggests  the

administration  is  successfully  leveraging

military  momentum  to  coerce  allied

alignment, even as domestic skepticism in the

US grows ahead of the midterm elections.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Naval and Indian Ocean Escalation: For

the  first  time  since  World  War  II,  a  US

submarine torpedoed an enemy vessel, the

IRIS Dena,  in  international  waters  off Sri

Lanka.  This  confirms  the  conflict's

expansion  beyond  the  Persian  Gulf  and

signals  the  US  intent  to  target  Iranian

assets globally.

Lebanese  Humanitarian  Crisis: Israel

has  issued  blanket  evacuation  orders  for

Beirut’s  southern  suburbs,  threatening  to

turn the Dahieh district into a "wasteland"

similar  to  Gaza.  Lebanese  authorities

report  an  unprecedented  humanitarian

disaster  with  hundreds  of  thousands

sleeping  in  streets  and  cars  during

Ramadan.
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Iranian  Succession  Crisis: With

Khamenei  dead,  a  power  struggle  is

emerging  between  his  son,  Mojtaba

Khamenei, and more moderate figures like

Hassan Khomeini. The lack of a confirmed

successor  complicates  US  hopes  for  an

"unconditional surrender."

The Kurdish  Wildcard: Reports  suggest

the CIA is coordinating with Kurdish forces

(Pejak/PKK offshoots) for a potential ground

offensive  into  northwestern  Iran.  Turkey

has  expressed  extreme  concern  that  this

could  revitalize  Kurdish  separatist

aspirations across its own borders.

Ukraine-Hungary  Conflict: Taking

advantage  of  the  global  focus  on  Iran,

tensions  between  Ukraine  and  Hungary

have  escalated  over  the  Druzhba  oil

pipeline. Hungarian authorities seized $82

million  in  gold  and  cash  from  Ukrainian

security  vans,  leading  to  accusations  of

"hostage-taking."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technological Warfare:

The  Pentagon  is  utilizing  the  "Claude"

chatbot by Anthropic to analyze gazillions

of  terabytes of  intelligence data,  enabling

rapid target selection and "patterns of life"

analysis in Iran.

A  legal  dispute  has  emerged  between

Anthropic and the Pentagon regarding the

use of AI in autonomous weapons and mass

surveillance.

Energy Security:

The  effective  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  has  forced  shipping  giants  like

Maersk and Hapag-Lloyd to reroute around

Africa, adding thousands of kilometers and

significant costs to global trade.

European  gas  prices  could  surge  by  as

much as 130% if the disruption persists, as

Qatar’s  LNG  exports  are  blocked  by  the

Strait's closure.

Russia is the primary economic beneficiary,

with  oil  prices  potentially  adding  $4.8

billion monthly to the Kremlin's war chest.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics:

German  Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz’s  visit

to  Washington  signals  a  historic

abandonment of  the  "international  law"

rhetoric  that  has  defined  German  foreign

policy since the Holocaust.

Trump has threatened to cut off trade with

Spain due to its refusal to increase defense

spending to 5% of GDP and its criticism of

the Iran war.

Turkey  remains  the  only  NATO  capital

capable  of  speaking  to  both Washington

and  Tehran,  though  its  neutrality  is

strained by Iranian missiles encroaching on

its airspace.

Cybersecurity:

Iran  is  expected  to  launch  massive  cyber

retaliation against  Western  industrial

control systems, drawing on two decades of

experience  in  targeting  utilities  and

infrastructure.

Hacktivist  groups  are  currently  the  most

active,  though  identifiable  state-backed

Iranian  activity remains  obscured  by  the

nationwide internet blackout.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  has  been  dominated  by

executive  actions  and  emergency  diplomatic

maneuvering  as  the  administration  bypasses

traditional  legislative  oversight  to  prosecute

the war.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

War  Powers  Resolution: A  move  in

Congress  to  curtail  the  President's

authority to wage war in Iran failed as

enough  Republicans  remained  loyal  to

the administration.

3.5%  NATO  Spending  Target:

Discussions in the Oval Office regarding

a new defense spending floor for NATO

members,  with  the  US pushing  for  5%

and punishing dissenters.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Pete  Hegseth  Briefing: The  US

Defense  Secretary  announced  that  air

dominance has  been  established  over

Iran within four days, contrasting it with

Russia's four-year failure in Ukraine.

White  House  Press  Points:

Spokesperson  Caroline  Leavitt

addressed mounting criticism regarding

the  firing  of  Homeland  Security

Secretary  Kristi  Noem  and  reports  of

arming Kurdish militias.

Friedrich  Merz  Press  Point: The

German  Chancellor  acknowledged  the

"dilemma" of  international  law  while

ultimately  aligning  with  US  military

objectives.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Erasure  of  International  Law: The

current conflict serves as the definitive end to

the post-Cold War era of "rules-based order."

The US and Israel have dismissed questions of

legality by citing "imminent danger," a claim

traditionally  used to  bypass  UN  Security

Council  mandates.  More  significant  is  the

reaction  of  "middle  powers"  like  Germany.

Historically  the  staunch  defenders  of

international  law,  German  leadership  now

views  legal  adherence  as  a  "lecture" that

should not be given to allies during wartime.

This  suggests  a  global  shift  where  military

might  and  strategic  alignment  are  the  only

recognized currencies of sovereignty.

The "Cost-Imposition" War: While  the  US

and Israel possess overwhelming conventional

and technological superiority, Iran is fighting

an  asymmetric  war  designed  to  bleed  the

Western  coalition.  By  using  cheap  Shahed

drones to force the expenditure of expensive

Patriot  interceptors,  Iran  aims  to  deplete

Western  munitions  stocks.  Furthermore,  by

targeting Gulf  civilian infrastructure,  Tehran

is attempting to force US allies (UAE, Saudi

Arabia,  Qatar) to  pressure Washington for  a

ceasefire.  The  strategy  relies  on  the

assumption that Western "will" is more fragile

than the Iranian regime's "resilience."

AI  as  the  Primary  Combatant: This  war

represents  the  first  conflict  where  target

selection  is  dominated  by  AI-driven  data

crunching. The transition from "human-in-the-

loop"  to  AI-recommended  "kill  lists"

significantly accelerates the tempo of warfare

but  creates  a  legal  and  ethical  vacuum

regarding  accountability  for  "random

casualties." The Pentagon’s designation of AI

companies  as  national  security  risks  if  they

refuse  military  cooperation  underscores  the

total integration of the private tech sector into

the modern war machine.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect  an  internet  blackout in  Iran  to

persist as the regime attempts to suppress

internal dissent and coordinate succession.

Civil  unrest  may  spike  in  ethnic  minority

regions (Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchestan)

if reports of US-backed militias prove true.

European  energy  costs  will  continue  to

climb,  likely  triggering  government

subsidies or industrial curtailments as gas

storage levels hit historic lows.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The  US  Midterm  elections  will  be  a

referendum  on  the  war.  If  US  casualties

continue to mount and gas prices remain at

$100+  per  barrel,  the  MAGA  base  may

fracture,  potentially  leading  to  a  re-

evaluation  of  the  war’s  scope by  the

administration.

Ukraine may face a critical shortage of air

defense interceptors  as  US  production  is

diverted  to  protect  Gulf  allies  and  Israel

from Iranian salvos.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

A permanent reconfiguration of the Middle

Eastern security architecture is likely. If the

Iranian  regime  falls,  the  resulting  power

vacuum could lead to a protracted civil war

or  the  installation  of  an  authoritarian

military  junta,  rather  than  a  democratic

transition.

Global  trade  may  permanently  shift  away

from geographic choke points,  with heavy

investment  in  overland  pipelines in  Saudi

Arabia and the UAE to bypass the Strait of

Hormuz.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Establish an "off-ramp" diplomatic channel

via Turkey or Oman to prevent total state

collapse  in  Iran,  which  would  trigger  a

refugee crisis  of  millions into Europe and

Turkey.

Prioritize the securing of LNG supplies for

Europe from non-Gulf sources (US, Norway,

West Africa) to mitigate the loss of Qatari

volumes.

Re-evaluate  AI  governance  frameworks to

address the "accountability gap" created by

AI-led targeting in high-intensity conflicts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Resilience: Multinational

firms should prepare for a sustained "Cape

of  Good  Hope"  route becoming  the  new

shipping  standard  for  the  foreseeable

future,  necessitating  higher  inventory

levels and longer lead times.

Commodity  Hedges: Investors  should

hedge  against  sustained  high  energy  and

fertilizer  prices,  as  the  Gulf  remains  the

primary  source  for  global  fertilizer  and

petrochemicals.

Defense Sector Growth: Expect  a  surge

in demand for low-cost fighter jets (like the

JF-17) and drone-interception technology as

regional  powers  seek  to  militarize

independently of US constraints.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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