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IRAN ESCALATES "WAR OF

RAMADAN" MILITARY STRIKES

AMID SUPREME LEADER

SUCCESSION CRISIS AND GLOBAL

ENERGY TURMOIL

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 6, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in

what Iranian state media has termed the "War

of  Ramadan,"  a multi-front  conflict  involving

direct  strikes  between the  Islamic  Republic,

Israel,  and the  United  States.  Following the

recent  martyrdom  of  Supreme  Leader

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei—reported  to  have

occurred roughly five days prior—the Iranian

military has launched waves 22, 23, and 24 of

"Operation True Promise 4." These operations

involve heavy missile barrages, including the

first use of the Khorramshahr-4 with two-ton

warheads  and  Fattah  hypersonic  missiles,

targeting  Tel  Aviv,  Haifa,  and  several  U.S.

regional  bases  in  Kuwait,  Jordan,  and  the

UAE.  The  military  command  claims  to  have

successfully  degraded U.S.  and Israeli  radar

capabilities,  reducing  warning  times  for

intercepts to less than two minutes.

Domestically, Iran is navigating a high-stakes

transition of power. The Assembly of Experts

has convened a historic session to determine

the next leader, utilizing the 1989 succession

process  as  a  procedural  blueprint.  This

transition  occurs  against  a  backdrop  of

intense  mourning  and  a  humanitarian  crisis

centered  on  the  "Minab  School  Massacre,"

where  167  to  180  children  were  reportedly

killed  in  a  U.S./Israeli  missile  strike.  The

government  is  leveraging  this  tragedy  to

solidify  national  unity,  while  the police  have

been  granted  shoot-on-sight  orders  against

looters to maintain order during the conflict.

Meanwhile,  the  global  economy  is  reeling

from  the  effective  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz, with oil prices surging toward $100

per barrel and Western analysts warning of an

impending "protracted war" that the U.S. may

not have the capacity to end on its own terms.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Operation True Promise 4

The IRGC launched Wave 22 and 23 of its

offensive,  utilizing  Khorramshahr-4  and

Fattah missiles against targets in Tel Aviv

and Haifa.

Iranian  military  officials  claim  the

destruction of U.S. THAAD radar systems in

Jordan,  significantly  degrading  regional

missile defense.

Strikes  were  confirmed  on  U.S.  bases  in

Kuwait (Camp  Adairi,  Ali  Al-Salem)  and

naval targets in the Persian Gulf.

Hezbollah  joined  the  offensive,  launching

missile  and drone strikes on Israeli  naval

headquarters  in  Haifa  and  sites  in  the

Golan Heights.
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The  Minab  School  Massacre  and

Humanitarian Impact

State media reported the deaths of 167 to

180  children at  the  Shajareh  Tayyibeh

elementary school  in  Minab,  attributed to

U.S. missile fire.

Thirteen  hospitals  have  reportedly  been

bombed,  including  Gandi  Hospital  in

Tehran,  leading  to  widespread  civilian

displacement.

UNICEF  and  the  UN  have  been  formally

petitioned  by  Iran  to  investigate  these

alleged war crimes against non-combatant

infrastructure.

Supreme  Leadership  Succession  and

Political Transition

The  Assembly  of  Experts  is  in  a  critical

session to  elect  a  successor  to  Ayatollah

Khamenei,  with  debates  centering  on

individual vs. council leadership.

Official statements clarified that Khamenei

left no specific successor mandate, placing

the  full  responsibility  on  the  Assembly's

Committee of Inquiry.

The  government  reacted  fiercely  to  U.S.

President  Trump’s  claims  that  the  U.S.

should  have  a  role in  choosing  the  next

leader.

Global Energy and Economic Shock

Brent  crude  prices  have  spiked  to  nearly

$91 per barrel,  with analysts predicting a

rise to over $100 if  the Strait  of  Hormuz

remains contested.

Dozens  of  oil  and  gas  tankers  are

reportedly stranded in the Persian Gulf as

insurance  companies  cancel  maritime

coverage.

Domestic  economic  measures  include  the

activation of 1 million toman food coupons

for  citizens  and the extension of  all  legal

tax deadlines.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession and Stability The death of  the

Supreme  Leader  has  triggered  the  most

significant  test  of  the  Islamic  Republic's

governance  structure  since  1989.  The

Assembly  of  Experts  is  emphasizing

constitutional adherence to prevent a vacuum

of power. While historical archives are being

aired to educate the public on the transition

process, the current council must navigate the

added pressure of an active war. High-ranking

members have dismissed the possibility of  a

"temporary"  leader,  seeking  a  permanent

appointment to  project  strength  to  foreign

adversaries.

National  Security  and  Domestic  Order

Internal  security  has  been  heightened  to

prevent civil unrest or "fifth column" activities

during  the  succession.  General  Radan,  the

national police chief, issued a direct shoot-to-

kill order for looters attempting to exploit the

chaos.  Simultaneously,  the  Ministry  of

Intelligence  has  asked  citizens  to  report

suspicious  movements or  foreign  drone

sightings  to  the  113  hotline,  indicating

concerns  over  domestic  infiltration  and

sabotage.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The war has

created  a  rift  between  the  U.S.  and  its

regional allies. Reports suggest Saudi Arabia

and  the  UAE are  pressuring  Washington  to

halt  the  conflict  due  to  the  unsustainable

economic  costs  and  the  threat  to  their  own

infrastructure.  Conversely,  Iran  is

strengthening  its  "Axis  of  Resistance,"  with

the  Iraqi  resistance  attacking  U.S.  bases  in
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northern Iraq and Syria in coordination with

Tehran.

Cognitive Warfare and Social Cohesion A

significant  portion  of  the  state  narrative  is

dedicated to "cognitive defense." Intellectuals

like Dr. Bijan Abdolkarimi warned against the

artificial reality of social media, claiming that

"robotic" dissent in the virtual world does not

reflect the "reality of the streets." The state is

promoting  a  narrative  of  "sacred  anger,"

where the death of  children and the Leader

has supposedly unified even those who were

previously critical of the government.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  quasi-legislative  activity  is

currently  dominated  by  emergency  decrees

and the Assembly of Experts' deliberations on

the  nature  of  the  state's  highest  office.  The

normal legislative calendar of the Majlis has

been  superseded  by  war-time administrative

orders and succession committee meetings.

Succession  Committee  Deliberations:

The Assembly of  Experts is  reviewing the

"Inquiry  Committee"  findings  to  vet

candidates  for  the  Supreme  Leadership

based on religious and political merit.

Tax  Deadline  Extension: The  Tax

Organization  announced  a  blanket

extension of  all  legal  deadlines  for

businesses and individuals due to the state

of war.

Judiciary Contingency: The Chief  of  the

Judiciary,  Mohseni-Ejei,  has  mandated 24-

hour judicial shifts in all districts to ensure

legal  services  and  internal  security  are

maintained without interruption.

Subsidy  Activation: The  Ministry  of

Cooperatives  activated  the  March

electronic  coupon system  earlier  than

scheduled  to  stabilize  the  domestic  food

market.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Transition  to  a  "Protracted  War"

Strategy Iran has abandoned the concept of

short-term  de-escalation  in  favor  of  a  long-

term war of attrition. The military leadership

claims to have prepared for a "decades-long"

conflict  if  necessary,  aimed  at  permanently

altering  the  regional  security  architecture.

This is evidenced by the methodical targeting

of  U.S.  radar  and  surveillance nodes  rather

than  just  civilian  or  symbolic  targets,

suggesting  a  sophisticated  plan  to  "blind"

Western forces in the Middle East.

Sacralization of the Conflict The timing of

the war during Ramadan and the death of the

Leader  has  allowed  the  state  to  frame  the

struggle in highly religious terms. By naming

the current campaign the "War of Ramadan"

and  using  religious  code  words  like  "Ya

Hossein,"  the  regime  is  successfully

mobilizing  its  core  base.  The  narrative  of

"martyrdom"  is  being  applied  not  just  to

soldiers but to the children of Minab, creating

a powerful emotional barrier against domestic

criticism of the war's costs.

Economic  Weaponization  of  the  Strait

Tehran is using its control over the Strait of

Hormuz  as  a  strategic  lever  to  force  global

intervention on its terms. By allowing tanker

insurance to fail and oil  prices to skyrocket,

Iran aims to make the war too expensive for

the U.S. electorate and European economies.

This "energy lawfare" is intended to divide the

Western-led  coalition,  as  evidenced  by
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Spanish  Prime  Minister  Sanchez's reported

dissent against the legality of the U.S. strikes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  the

Assembly of Experts to finalize a successor or

a  temporary  leadership  council  to  maintain

continuity.  The  military  will  likely  continue

Wave 24 and 25 of Operation True Promise 4,

with a  focus on closing U.S.  airbases in  the

region  through persistent  drone  and  missile

harassment. Global oil prices are likely to hit

$110-120 per barrel as the Strait of Hormuz

remains a "red zone" for commercial traffic.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Iran will likely

face significant supply chain shortages in non-

essential  goods,  but  state-led  food  and

medicine  reserves  will  be  used  to  prevent

large-scale famine. The new Supreme Leader

will  face  the  challenge  of  transitioning  the

country from an emergency war footing to a

sustainable "siege economy." If U.S. domestic

pressure  grows  due  to  energy  costs,  a

ceasefire  brokered  by  Oman  or  Qatar may

emerge, but only if  it  includes a formal U.S.

withdrawal from certain regional bases.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The conflict is likely

to lead to a permanent shift  in the regional

security architecture. Iran’s successful use of

hypersonic  and  heavy-payload  missiles will

likely  trigger  a  regional  arms  race.  If  the

regime  survives  this  "triple  shock"  (Leader

death,  war,  and  economic  siege),  it  will

emerge  as  a  battle-hardened  regional

hegemon  with  a  more  centralized,  military-

aligned leadership.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  channels  must  shift  from

"nuclear-only"  discussions  to  a

comprehensive  regional  de-escalation

framework,  as  the  current  war  has

rendered previous JCPOA-style agreements

moot.

The humanitarian crisis in Iran, particularly

the  strikes  on  schools  and  hospitals,  will

likely  become  a  major  focus  for  UN

sanctions against the U.S. and Israel in the

Global South.

Allies of the U.S. in the Persian Gulf (KSA/

UAE)  will  likely  pivot  toward  greater

neutrality to  protect  their  domestic

economic  infrastructure  from  Iranian

"punishment" strikes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: Maritime  transport

through  the  Persian  Gulf  and  potentially

the  Red  Sea  should  be  considered

uninsurable  and highly  dangerous for  the

foreseeable future.

Energy Volatility: Investors should hedge

for long-term oil price instability. The era of

"cheap energy" is over as long as the Strait

of  Hormuz remains  a  theater  of  active

combat.

Compliance  and  Sanctions: Companies

must  prepare  for  a  new,  more  restrictive

layer  of  "war-time"  sanctions  that  may

target  third-party  countries  mediating  or

facilitating Iranian energy exports.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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