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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN WAR & REGIONAL CRISIS:

OPERATION RAD-UL-ZULM & THE SHIFTING SECURITY LANDSCAPE (MARCH 6, 2026)
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: DEFINITIVE SECURITY SHIFT

& vk
IEA LAUNCHES MAJOR OFFENSIVE: OPERATION RAD-UL-ZULM
MARCH 6' 2026 % Triggered by Pak Airstrikes on Khost, Paktika, Nangarhar. Transition to Multi-Province War.

SIMULTANEOUS REGIONAL ESCALATION: @ @
POST-KHAMENEI CONFLICT (IRAN vs. ISRAEL/US INTERESTS)

Broader instability provides critical backdrop. IEA frames Pak DIPLOMACY NARROW BUT ACTIVE
regime as ‘agent’ of Zionist/American interests. (Malaysia Mediates, Iran/Germany Ties)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENT: IEA'S MILITARY REGIONAL CONFLAGRATION &
OFFENSIVE & DOMESTIC MOBILIZATION STRATEGIC SHIFTS

% i DEATH OF AYATOLLAH
. % KHAMENEI & HEZBOLLAH
q Olg?’kasA‘MiSé's g Iran exg;EdZAsIrligeNssbeyond
Killed, 148 Wounded N 3 Israel to US military hotels in
(24hr window) Gulf & Azerbaijan. Tehran warns
of ground war with US.

&
I PAKISTAN

Deep Strikes
into Balochistan
PAK SURVEILLANCE
(Kuchlagh Command) DRONE DOWNED INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT |1
(Nangarhar) & ECONOMIC RESILIENCE

MALAYSIA
(PM Anwar Ibrahim)

Offers Mediation - KHV{AF-HERAT RAILWAY:
GERMANY Vital Lifeline, Trade Continues with Iran

(Kabul, Ghor, Kapisa, Logar) 3 CONSULATE (Bonn)
Thousands pledge support & resources. Normalizes Services,
Youth organize front-line iftars. Issues Passports «
3§

Religious scholars declare readiness. ™

TURKEN(U8) DOMESTIC MARKET CONTROLS:
1EA NARRATIVE: ‘Active Defense’ & ‘Legitimate Right' to strike E}'(“"‘?“ ! Price Gouging Warned Against, Rent
back. Projects tactical superiority & state capacity. O~ Expansion Regulated by Ministry of Justice

NATIONAL ECONOMIC INTERNATIONAL DOMESTIC Rt EPrcs cotl
SECURITY: SECURITY: RELATIONS: STABILITY: iDeaLe ice So0T0
Active Defense Trade Continuity . Leveraging B{idging Divides « Consular Service
(Iran Rail), Independence’, (Shia Participation), Normalization (Bonn)
« Administrative Commission
upport Military) | Resoutiors (Coniuiy

Anti-Hoarding Two-Track Policy Religious Framing
Deeper Strikes Directives (Ideological Warfare éFriday Sermons
vs. Technical Coop)

GAZA-IRAN-AFGHANISTAN STATE LEGITIMACY VIA STRATEGIC RESILIENCE
NARRATIVE SYNTHESIS: DEFENSE & SPECTACLE: AMIDST SANCTIONS:

Framing Pakistan as ‘Zionist- Public Rallies & Front-Line Focus on Regional Ties (Iran/Central
Proxy’ to Delegitimize & Position Suﬂpon Validate IEA Security Asia) & Domestic Resources to

IEA as ‘Resistance’ Leader. Achievement. Bypass Western Blockades.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): >

Intense Border Skirmishes, Pak Political Potential Formal IEA-Iran Security Ties, De Facto Border Shift (Durand Line Changes?), £
Pressure, Refugee Strain (66k displaced) Further European Technical Recognition Risk of Pak State Fracture due to ‘Total War’

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
 Monitor Malaysia/Turkey Mediation « Supply Chain Risk (Diversify from Torkham/Chaman, Use Khwaf-Herat)
« Prepare for Humanitarian Crisis (Bypass Combat Zones) « Energy Sector Oprortunity Solar/Renewable Contracts)
« Recognize Shifting Regional Power Balance (IEA Military Success) « Regulatory Compliance (Adhere to Price/Rent Controls to Avoid Seizure)
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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN CONFLICT
ESCALATES INTO MAJOR BORDER
WAR AS ISLAMIC EMIRATE
LAUNCHES OPERATION RAD-UL-
ZULM AMIDST REGIONAL CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 6, 2026, marks a definitive shift in the
security architecture of Central and South
Asia as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) transitioned from border skirmishes to a
coordinated, multi-province military offensive
titled "Operation Rad-ul-Zulm" (Repelling
Oppression). Triggered by Pakistani airstrikes
that reportedly killed women and children in
Khost, Paktika, and Nangarhar provinces, the
IEA launched a massive counter-offensive
across 28 points along the Durand Line. State
media reports claim substantial tactical
successes, including the seizure of 64
Pakistani military posts and seven bases over
the course of a weeklong escalation,
culminating in high-casualty figures for
Pakistani forces. This military action is being
reinforced by a massive domestic mobilization
campaign, with state-sanctioned rallies across
nearly every major Afghan province, signaling
the IEA's intent to utilize the conflict as a

mechanism for internal cohesion and

nationalist fervor.

Simultaneously, the regional landscape is
being reshaped by a catastrophic escalation in
the Middle East. Following the reported death
of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran has launched
widespread retaliatory strikes against Israel
and United States interests across the region,
including attacks on targets in Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and Azerbaijan. This broader instability
provides a critical backdrop for the IEA-
Pakistan conflict, with Afghan officials and
commentators framing the
Pakistani military regime as an "agent" of
Zionist and American interests. Amidst this
two-front volatility, diplomatic
remain narrow but active, with Malaysia
emerging as a primary mediator between
Kabul and Islamabad, while the IEA attempts
to maintain economic stability through
continued railway trade with Iran and
diplomatic normalization efforts in Europe,
specifically Germany.

increasingly

channels

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Execution of Operation Rad-ul-Zulm

* The IEA Ministry of Defense reported that
within a 24-hour window, Afghan forces
killed 109 Pakistani soldiers and wounded
148 others during intense clashes across
Kandahar, Nangarhar, Kuner, Khost, Paktia,
and Paktika provinces.

Military officials claim to have captured 14
enemy posts and three bases in a single
night of operations, seizing hundreds of
weapons and destroying more than ten
military vehicles.
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* Air defense units reportedly downed a
Pakistani surveillance drone in the Momand
Dara district of Nangarhar, while total
enemy losses for the week are cited at 64
posts and seven bases captured or
destroyed.

e IEA forces conducted deep strikes into
Pakistani territory, reportedly attacking the
general command and barracks in the
Kuchlagh area of Balochistan.

Regional Conflagration and the Death of
Khamenei

» State media reports a massive expansion of
the Middle East -conflict, noting that
Hezbollah launched operations against

Israel following the death of Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei.

e Iran has extended its missile and drone
strikes beyond Israel, targeting luxury
hotels housin mili
various  Persian  Gulf
Azerbaijan.

rsonnel in
nations and

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
stated that Tehran is prepared for a ground
war with the United States as casualties
from joint US-Israeli strikes on Iran exceed
1,200 civilians.

Diplomatic Mediation and International
Engagement

* Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
held a high-level telephone call with Mullah
Mohammad Hassan Akhund, offering to
mediate the IEA-Pakistan conflict through
diplomatic channels.

* The IEA has successfully established a
diplomatic presence in Germany, with the
consulate in  Bonn beginning the
distribution of over 4,000 passports to
Afghan residents in Europe.

e A Turkish humanitarian foundation (IHH)
met with Foreign Minister Muttaqi to

discuss expanding aid projects and future

development programs within Afghanistan.
Domestic Mobilization and Civil Unrest

* Thousands of citizens and religious

scholars held massive protests at the
Eidgah Mosque in Kabul, condemning
"war crimes" and declaring
readiness for front-line deployment.

Pakistani

* In Ghor, Kapisa, and Logar provinces,
residents participated in state-organized
rallies, pledging blood and resources to
defend the Islamic Emirate against foreign
aggression.

* Youth groups in Paktika and Nangarhar
provinces organized front-line iftars for IEA
soldiers to boost morale during the month
of Ramadan.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Border Integrity
The IEA has shifted its defensive posture to an
defense" model, asserting a
"legitimate right" to strike back against cross-
border aggression. The Ministry of Defense is
emphasizing its professionalism and tactical
superiority over the Pakistani military,
contrasting its low casualty rates with
significant Pakistani losses. This narrative is
intended to project state capacity and
discourage further Pakistani
Military leaders are signaling that the conflict
will not be confined to the border, threatening
targets in Islamabad and other major
Pakistani cities if hostilities continue.

"active

incursions.

Economic Security and Trade Continuity
Despite the state of war, the IEA is prioritizing
the continuity of trade to prevent domestic
economic collapse. The Khwaf-Herat railway
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remains a critical lifeline, with 94 wagons of
commercial goods arriving from Iran recently.
Governance efforts are also focused on
internal market stability; the Ministry of
Justice and the Ministry of Commerce have
warned traders against price gouging of
essential goods and instructed unions to
regulate house rents to protect the population
during the crisis.

International Relations and Strategic
Alignment Kabul is leveraging its
independence from Western influence as a
mark of  sovereign legitimacy. IEA
commentators are comparing their struggle to
that of the residents of Gaza, portraying
Pakistan as a "proxy" for the same forces (US/
Israel) currently attacking Iran. This
alignment suggests the IEA is positioning
itself within a broader regional "resistance"
bloc. Meanwhile, engagement with Kyrgyzstan
and the normalization of consular services in
Germany indicate a sophisticated two-track
foreign policy: ideological warfare against
neighbors combined with pragmatic technical
cooperation with distant powers.

Domestic Stability and Social Order The
conflict with Pakistan is being used to bridge
ethnic and sectarian divides. State media
highlighted the participation of the Shia
community in Kabul in anti-Pakistan rallies,
presenting a united front of "all ethnicities
and religions" in support of the Emirate. This
internal cohesion is bolstered by religious
framing, with the Ministry of Hajj and
Religious Affairs dedicating Friday sermons to
supporting the military and the state,
effectively merging religious duty with
national defense.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity on March 6 was
largely focused on crisis management and the
regulation of the domestic economy during
conditions. The IEA is wusing
administrative decrees to prevent internal
exploitation of the conflict.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

wartime

* Rent and Price Control Directive: Issued
by the Minister of Justice to prevent the
increase of house rents and the hoarding of
primary materials. The policy mandates
unions to coordinate with state agencies to
fix prices.

* Consular Service Normalization
(Bonn): A policy shift allowing the
distribution of passports through the

Afghan consulate in Germany, marking a
significant step in the administration's push

for international recognition through
technical services.
* Administrative Commission

Resolutions: Led by Deputy PM Abdul
Salam Hanafi, the commission reviewed
rban velopment an
reports to ensure state functions continue
uninterrupted by border hostilities.

interior mini

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Ministry of Defense Military Briefing:
Spokesman Enayatullah
detailed the results of "Operation Rad-ul-

Zulm," asserting significant territorial gains
and high enemy casualties.

Khwarazmi

* Kabul City Municipal Presser: Officials
announced a 35-million-AFN project to
install waste bins and improve city
sanitation, an effort to project a sense of
"business as usual" governance.
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* IEA Spokesman Trade Briefing:
Zabiullah Mujahid confirmed that trade
with Central Asian countries and Iran is
proceeding normally via rail, dismissing
rumors of border closures affecting food
supplies.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Gaza-Iran-Afghanistan Narrative
Synthesis A primary theme emerging from
the transcripts is the IEA's aggressive
narrative synthesis of the Gaza conflict, the
escalation, and the Afghan-
Pakistan war. By framing Pakistan’s military
as a direct imitator of Benjamin Netanyahu
and Donald Trump, the IEA is attempting to
delegitimize the Pakistani state in the eyes of
the global Muslim community (the Ummah).
This framing serves a dual purpose: it justifies
IEA aggression as "jihad" against a "Zionist-
proxy" and positions the IEA as the true
defender of Islamic sovereignty in the region,
particularly as it contrasts its "independent"
stance with Pakistan's alleged "slavery" to US
interests.

Iran-Israel

State Legitimacy via Defense and Public
Spectacle The IEA is successfully utilizing
the conflict to reinforce its domestic mandate.
The repetitive coverage of thousands of
protestors across disparate provinces—
including historically restive areas like
Badakhshan and Ghor—suggests a highly
effective state propaganda apparatus. This
mobilization is not merely about defense; it is
a public validation of the IEA's "security
achievement." By inviting citizens to the
"front lines" f the Amir
al-Mu'minin, the state is tightening the bond
between the population and the military
leadership.

mman

Strategic Resilience in the Face of
Sanctions The IEA is signaling high economic
resilience. The emphasis on domestic
investment in mining and the maintenance of
railway links with Iran despite regional chaos
suggests the administration has contingency
plans for isolation. The meeting with
Kyrgyzstan's trade attaché further indicates a
strategy of deepening ties with non-Western,
regional neighbors to bypass traditional trade
routes that may be blocked by Pakistan.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect continued high-intensity skirmishes
along the Durand Line as Pakistan attempts
to retake lost posts. The IEA is likely to
deploy "Special Forces" units (Badri 313 or
similar) to hold these positions.

e Increased domestic within
Pakistan as political parties like the JUI-F
urge negotiations to prevent a total
breakdown of the Pakistani state's
authority in border regions.

pressure

* Refugee flows from border districts will

strain IEA resources, with 66,000 people
already displaced in the east.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e If the Iran-Israel conflict persists, the IEA
may formalize a more overt security
relationship with  Tehran, potentially
coordinating border security to manage

-affili hr

* The success of the Bonn consulate model
may lead to further technical recognition in
other European capitals, as the IEA
demonstrates it can provide essential
services to the diaspora better than the
previous administration.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The Durand Line may cease to exist as a
functional border if the IEA maintains
control of captured posts, leading to a de

facto territorial expansion and a permanent

shift in regional maps.

* Pakistan’s internal stability could fracture
significantly; as one analyst noted, the state
faces the risk of disintegration if it remains
in a prolonged state of "total war" with a
resilient and ideologically unified
Afghanistan.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Monitor Malaysian and Turkish mediation
efforts as they represent the most viable
de-escalation channels that the IEA
respects.

Prepare for a massive humanitarian crisis;
the closure of Pakistani markets and
schools in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
eastern Afghanistan will necessitate
immediate aid intervention that bypasses
the combat zones.

* Recognize the shifting center of gravity in
the region; the IEA's military successes
suggest that traditional assumptions about
Pakistani military dominance in Central
Asia are being overturned.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
the Torkham and Chaman border crossings.
The Khwaf-Herat railway is currently the

most stable logistics route for moving
goods into Afghanistan.

* Energy Sector Opportunity: The IEA is
aggressively seeking solar and renewable
energy contracts to offset power shortages
caused by regional war; recent multi-
megawatt agreements suggest an opening
for resilient regional investors.

* Regulatory Compliance: Be aware of new
price control mandates; firms operating in
the food or real estate sectors must align
with IEA Ministry of Justice directives to
avoid assets being seized under wartime
"anti-hoarding" laws.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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