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H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT:

CONFLICT, RESOURCES, & SECURITY INTEGRATION (MARCH 2026)

THE CATALYST: US-IRAN WAR & SUCCESSION CRISIS
MARCH 6, 2026 - DAY 6 OF CONFLICT
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POWER VACUUM:
Mojtaba Khamenei (L|kely)
vs. US ‘Unacceptable’ Outcome.

GLOBAL
‘LONE WOLF’
THREATS
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US GOAL:
Leadership
Engineering &
Managed Transition.

NATO STRAIN: Spain

Heavy strikes on Revolutionary Refuses Mission Support.

Guard bases & state infrastructure.

THE PIVOT: US-VENEZUELA
RESOURCE RAPPROCHEMENT

REGIONAL SECURITY INTEGRATION:
‘SHIELD OF THE AMERICAS'

CARACAS VISIT:
Negotiating
Energy & ‘Rare /g
Minerals'.
DELCY
RODRIGUEZ
(Venezuela)

BURGUM = =
(US Interior) i i
MILITARIZING
LAW ENFORCEMENT: /
Treating Cartels as
Military Targets

(ISIS Comparison). INITIATIVE:

‘Shield of the Americas’
& ‘Gopmar’ Maritime
Ecuadordla
“ (Ecuador/Galapagos).
PRIORITY: ( pagos)
Energy Secunl?{ & Critical
Minerals (Insulating from
Mldeast Shocks).

REALPOLITIK: Minerals Override Ideology & Sanctions.

STRATEGY:
Aggressive Enforcement &
Joint Operation Capacities.

DOMESTIC SHAKEUP
& ENFORCEMENT

LOCAL IMPACT:
ARUBA'S CRISIS & CONTRAST

DEEP DIVE:
TRENDS & FORESIGHT

ﬁ/i TRENDS:

1. End of Strategic Patience
sB0U (Return to Unilateralism).
2. Resource Realpolitik
(Minerals as Currency).
3. Militarization of Police
(Blurring Lines of Warfare).
4. Infrastructure vs. Identity
(State in ‘Maintenance Mode’).

KRISTI NOEM MARK WAYNE
DHS) MU

LLIN

- DISMISSED
Perceived
Incompetence/
Scandals.

(DHS Nominee)
- INCOMING
PREFERENCE:
Absolute Loyalty &

f?grszsswe Stance
(Effective March 31).

FOCUS:
Securitization & ‘Shield’
Implementation.

50TH
ANNIVERSARY
& ROYAL VISIT
(Patriotic Fervor)

SEVERE HOUSING
DEFICIT:
8,000 Backlog,
20-Year Wait.

SOCIAL STRAIN:

Addiction Crisis &

Maintenance Mode'
Infrastructure.

FORESIGHT:

SHORT TERM: Violent Iranian
Succession, Terror Threats,
Colombia Election Cyber-Risks.
MEDIUM TERM: Venezuela
Energy Impact, DHS Deportation
Surge, Spain Diplomatic Fallout.
LONG TERM: Aruba Social
Unrest/Brain Drain, Iranian
Stability Defines Energy
Corridor, Permanent US Military
Presence in Mineral Zones.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Prepare for Managed-State Scenarios, Re-evaluate Sanctions for Mineral Access, Define Limits of Military
Intervention, Pivot to Modular Housing Solutions, Account for Increased Logistics Insurance Costs.
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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT
THROUGH MILITARY CONFLICT
AND RESOURCE DIPLOMACY AS US-
IRAN HOSTILITIES ESCALATE AND
WASHINGTON PIVOTS TOWARD
VENEZUELAN ENERGY AND SOUTH
AMERICAN SECURITY
INTEGRATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 6, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
global instability, dominated by the sixth day
of an intensive military conflict between a US-
Israel coalition and Iran following the death of
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
February 28. As the US military targets the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard and state
infrastructure, President Donald Trump has
signaled a desire to personally influence the
selection of Iran’s next leader, a move that has
further strained relations with NATO allies
like Spain. While the Middle East teeters on
the edge of a broader regional war, the Trump
administration is simultaneously executing a
strategic pivot in the Western Hemisphere,
seeking to secure energy and mineral
independence through a sudden diplomatic
rapprochement with Venezuela. The visit of a

high-level US delegation to Caracas
underscores a pragmatism driven by the need
for "rare minerals" and energy security amidst
global supply chain disruptions.

Domestically, the United States is grappling
with a leadership shakeup in its national
security apparatus. The dismissal of DHS
Secretary Kristi Noem and the nomination of
Senator Mark Wayne Mullin reflect a
preference for absolute loyalty and aggressive
enforcement as the administration rolls out
the "Shield of the Americas" initiative. This
policy aims to militarize the fight against drug
cartels across Latin America, potentially
operating without host-government consent if
they are deemed ineffective. In Aruba, these
global tensions intersect with a severe local
housing crisis and preparations for the 50th
anniversary of the national flag, highlighting
the contrast between the island's patriotic
fervor and its dire infrastructure needs. The
convergence of these events suggests an
administration leveraging foreign intervention
and resource acquisition to reshape the global
order while enforcing a domestic agenda of
securitization.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS « US Cabinet Reshuffle and Domestic
Security Shifts

e The US-Iran War and the Iranian o President Trump dismissed Kristi Noem
Succession Crisis as Secretary of Homeland Security,
o Military operations entered their sixth nominating Senator Mark Wayne Mullin
day with heavy strikes on Tehran, as her replacement effective March 31.
specifically ~ targeting  Revolutionary o The administration is preparing to
Guard  bases and  state-affiliated launch the "Shield of the Americas," a
institutions. security cooperation initiative aimed at
> The death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has defeating drug cartels using military
triggered a power vacuum; his son, force comparable to operations against
Mojtaba Khamenei, is a likely successor, ISIS.

though the US administration has

deemed this outcome unacceptable. ° Aruba’s Severe Housing and Secial

_ ) Infrastructure Deficit
o Iran has retaliated with drone and > The island faces a backlog of 8,000

missil.e strikes e.llcross the Mid@le East, people waiting for land parcels, with
affecting Azerbaijan and the United Arab current projections suggesting it could

Emirates, while threatening "lone wolf" take 20 years to resolve the crisis.

attacks globally.
o Local authorities are implementing a

» US-Venezuela Diplomatic and Energy new short-term housing management
Rapprochement plan to assist low-income residents in
o US Secretary of the Interior Doug acquiring homes.
Burgum arrived in Caracas for a two-day o The 50th anniversary of the national flag
visit to negotiate energy and mining and anthem will be marked by a historic
agreements ~ with  the  Venezuelan visit from the King of the Netherlands.
government.

e Transnational Criminal Networks and
Regional Impact

o Discussions focused on '"rare minerals"
and critical resource investments, _ o )
signaling a restoration of diplomatic o A major operation in Ecuador, Belgium,

relations that have been severed since and the Netherlands dismantled a
2019 criminal structure involving the Albanian

mafia that moved 7.6 tons of drugs worth
$346 million.

o Mexico has successfully evacuated 321
citizens from conflict zones in the Middle
East as regional instability rises.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The US
administration's stance on the Iranian
succession represents a shift toward overt
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"leadership engineering." President Trump’s
declaration that he must be personally
involved in choosing Iran's next leader
suggests a rejection of traditional sovereignty
in favor of managed transitions. This is
contrasted by Spain’s refusal to support the
military mission, which the US has labeled
hostile to NATO.

Energy Security & Critical Minerals The
Burgum-Rodriguez meetings in Caracas
highlight the prioritization of energy and
minerals over previous ideological barriers.
Securing "rare minerals" from Venezuela is
now a matter of national security, likely
intended to insulate the US from supply chain
shocks caused by the conflict in the Middle
East and tensions with China.

National Security & Regional Influence
The "Shield of the Americas" initiative and the
US-Ecuador "Gopmar" maritime project
indicate a strategy of security integration in
the Western Hemisphere. The US s
increasingly willing to use military assets to
tackle non-state actors (cartels) while building
"joint operation" capacities in strategic areas

like the Galapagos Islands.

Succession & Stability The death of
Khamenei has destabilized Iran’s "Assembly of
Experts," which is tasked with finding a final
replacement. The lack of a clear timeline for a
funeral or succession announcement indicates
deep internal fracturing within the Iranian
regime under the pressure of ongoing air
strikes.

Economic
announcement of

Security & Trade The

TMEC (USMCA)
negotiations between Mexico and the US, set
for March 16, will focus on rules of origin and
regional competitiveness. This comes as
Mexico attempts to maintain a neutral

diplomatic stance while deepening economic
ties with its northern neighbor.

Domestic Stability & State Capacity
Aruba's housing crisis is a significant threat to
social order. With 60% of those on waitlists
over age 50, the government is under
immense pressure to optimize land use and
provide "social housing." Meanwhile, the
island is launching mobile units to address the
visible addiction crisis on its streets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance in Aruba and the US is currently
focused on infrastructure reform and security
appointments. Legislative bodies are debating
the feasibility of housing subsidies and the
expansion of social formation programs for
youth, while US congressional oversight is
centered on the rapid turnover of cabinet-
level security officials.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Aruba Short-Term Housing
Management Plan: A proposed legislative
framework to optimize land parcels and
accelerate the allocation of terrenos to
8,000 applicants.

* Social Formation Program (Sveight)
Expansion: A program for youth aged
17-25 focused on physical and mental
training; new legislative cycles are being
opened to increase male enrollment.

* Shield of the Americas Initiative: A
high-level security policy aimed at regional
cartel  eradication through  military
cooperation, set to be formally announced
in Miami.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* DHS Secretary Termination Hearing: A
contentious two-day session where Kristi
Noem was grilled on a $250 million ad
campaign and federal agents' conduct in
Minnesota before her dismissal.

* Burgum-Rodriguez Press Alocution: A
joint appearance at the Miraflores Palace to
announce the signing of energy and mining
agreements between the US and Venezuela.

s TMEC |Negotiation Announcement:
Mexico’s Secretary of Economy, Marcelo

Ebrard, detailed the upcoming March 16

round of talks focusing on North American
production competitiveness.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Diplomatic Strategic Patience
The US administration has abandoned
"strategic patience" in both the Middle East
and Latin America. By engaging in active
combat in Iran while dismissing NATO
dissenters like Spain, Washington is signaling
a return to unilateralism. The firing of Kristi
Noem further suggests that the internal
administration will not tolerate perceived
incompetence or personal scandals that
distract from this aggressive posture.

Resource Realpolitik The pivot to Venezuela
is the ultimate expression of realpolitik.
Despite years of sanctions and ‘"interim
president" rhetoric, the need for Venezuelan
minerals to fuel the American industrial base
has overridden previous human rights
concerns. This trend suggests that mineral
security is the new currency of 2026
diplomacy, where "rare minerals" determine
international alliances.

The Militarization of Law Enforcement
The "Shield of the Americas" initiative and the
comparison of cartels to ISIS/Al-Qaeda
indicates a permanent shift in how domestic
and regional security is handled. By treating
criminal organizations as military targets, the
US is blurring the lines between police work
and warfare, a trend likely to cause friction

with neighboring governments that fear

violations of sovereignty.

Infrastructure Decay vs. National Identity
In Aruba, there is a stark disconnect between
the government's celebration of its 50-year
history and its inability to provide basic
housing. The reliance on "Luna di Maart"
water awareness and addiction mobile units
suggests a state operating in a permanent
"maintenance mode" rather than solving

structural shortages.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a violent
succession battle in Iran as the Assembly of
Experts attempts to finalize a leader under
fire. Retaliatory terrorist threats against US
targets, including "lone wolf" attacks in the
US and Europe, will remain at a critical level.
In Colombia, the March 8 elections may face
cyber disruptions or violence as the
government attempts to combat "vote buying"
cartels.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The US-
Venezuela energy agreements will begin to
affect global oil prices, potentially providing a
cushion if Middle Eastern supply remains
choked. Mark Wayne Mullin's tenure at DHS

will likely see a surge in deportations and
military-led raids in line with the "Shield of

the Americas" philosophy. Spain may face
economic or diplomatic repercussions from
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the US for its "hostility" toward the NATO
i .

Long Term (1-5 Years) The failure to resolve
Aruba's housing crisis could lead to significant
social unrest or a brain drain as youth move to
the Netherlands. Globally, the successful (or
failed) installation of a US-friendly leader in
Iran will determine the stability of the entire
energy corridor for the next decade. The
"Shield of the Americas" could evolve into a
permanent US military presence in key South
American mineral zones.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The shift toward "unacceptable" succession
outcomes in Iran means diplomats should

prepare for a long-term occupation or
managed-state scenario.

* The US-Venezuela thaw necessitates a re-
evaluation of sanctions regimes by EU and
regional partners to remain competitive in
mineral access.

* Nations involved in the "Shield of the
Americas" must define the limits of military
intervention to prevent a total erosion of
regional sovereignty.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy firms should monitor the Caracas
negotiations for entry points into the
Venezuelan "rare minerals" and oil sectors,
noting the 2-day Burgum visit as a major
green light.

* The security sector in Aruba and the
Caribbean should pivot toward mobile and
modular housing solutions to address the
8,000-person backlog.

* Logistics and supply chain managers must
account for increased insurance costs in
the Persian Gulf and potentially the Gulf of
Guinea as Iranian retaliation persists.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

deeply examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn archive.org/details/tv.
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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