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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: INCUMBENT'S ORCHESTRATED
VICTORY & FUTURE SHIFTS (MARCH 2026 ELECTION & BEYOND)

LEAD-UP TO MARCH 15, 2026 ELECTION
o ® o CIRPRES >

GOVERNMENT SIGNALS
POST-ELECTION SHIFT:
| _ DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY &
ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION

STATE MEDIA DOMINANCE =
& 'COMMANDO MISSION' —
FOR FIRST-ROUND WIN ( OPPOSITION CANDIDATES (Kignoumbi, Manangou) - OVERSHADOWED)

"> DSN'S MULTIFACETED STRATEGY FOR LEGITIMACY || |/=

INFRASTRUCTURE AS (" TRADITIONAL LEGITIMACY DIGITAL OUTREACH &
POLITICAL CAPITAL (ANCESTRAL NECESSITY) ‘INFLUENCER POLITICS’
(CONTINUITY) R

EWO-BOUNDJI  RN1 CONCESSION
ROAD & POWER MODEL TEKE RITUALS &
GRID INTEGRATION (REVENUE ASSET) SACRED ATTRIBUTES

Touted as Transformative Framing Candidacy as Spiritual, Bridging Youth Gap via
Achievements & Sustainable Models ‘Father of the Nation’ Status Personality-Driven Digital Strategies

REGIONAL INDUSTRIALIZATION DIGITAL & GREEN ECONOMY
PUSH (CEMAC) (FUTURE STABILITY)

ECONOMIC
RESILIENCE

CEMAC Parliament demands ‘Integration Tax’ World Bank-funded Multimedia Centers
enforcement & shift to local transformation gEdTech) & ‘World Decade of
(industrialization) vs. raw exports Afforestation’ for climate finance

g

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & KEY IMPLICATIONS
FORESIGHT (TIMELINE) IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS) FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

Highly controlled landslide victory : ] : :
expected. Security forces suppress %%r#;%{“igﬁtrniﬁg;th climate diplomacy

sllprotegts Engage CEMAC on protectionism.
- MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS) ‘l;ligtgolfr%:llzed incumbent dominance
é@, $» Focus on Green Economy funding
— e & CEMAC tax enforcement.
Digital hubs begin operations FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

OPPORTUNITY: EdTech/Hardware for
LONG TERM (1,',5 YEARS) digital hubs, Agricultural mechanization
Structural Transition. demand.

Risk of brittleness if industrialization
fails to create youth jobs. Infrastructure
tolls may raise living costs

RISK: Increased logistics costs due to
toll roads
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
ENTERS THE FINAL STAGE OF AN
ORCHESTRATED PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN AS THE INCUMBENT
LEVERAGES INFRASTRUCTURE AND
TRADITIONAL LEGITIMACY FOR A
FIRST-ROUND VICTORY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The national news cycle in the Republic of the
Congo is currently dominated by the lead-up
to the March 15, 2026, presidential election,
with state media providing
coverage of President Denis Sassou Nguesso’s
(DSN) "Commando Mission" to secure a
decisive first-round win. The incumbent is
utilizing a multifaceted strategy that blends
the inauguration of critical infrastructure,
such as electrification projects in Ewo, with
high-profile diplomatic engagements and the
co-option of traditional Teke leadership rituals
to project an image of inevitable stability and
"father of the nation" status. While six other
candidates remain in the race, including
perennial challenger Joseph Kignoumbi Kia
Mboungou and economist Vivien Manangou,
their media presence is significantly
overshadowed by the DSN campaign’s

exhaustive

massive mobilization efforts across the
Plateaux, Cuvette West, and Likouala
departments.

Beyond the election, the government is
signaling a shift toward digital sovereignty
and economic diversification. Significant
investments in educational technology via
World Bank-fun multimedi nters are
being framed as the "inclusion" necessary for
future stability. Simultaneously, a regional
push through the CEMAC Parliament
highlights a growing frustration with the lack
of industrialization and the failure of member
states to collect the "Integration Tax,"
suggesting a pivot toward protectionist
industrial policies in Central Africa. The
convergence of these events indicates a
regime focused on ensuring immediate
survival through the polls while attempting to
lay the groundwork for long-term economic
against fluctuating commodity
prices and environmental pressures.

resilience
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Presidential Campaign Enters
"Technical Knockout" Phase: The DSN
campaign has transitioned from general
mobilization to a targeted effort to
eliminate the need for a second round,
employing "proximity campaigning" and
large-scale meetings.

o Incumbent Denis Sassou Nguesso is
campaigning on a 10-point program
focused on industrialization and youth
autonomy.

(o]

Traditional Teke leaders in the Plateaux
department have bestowed sacred
attributes (red covers, panther symbols)
on Nguesso, framing his candidacy as a
spiritual and ancestral necessity.

o Opposition candidates like Dave Mafoula
and Destin Gavet are attempting to gain
traction in the north, though state media
portrays their meetings as significantly

smaller than the incumbent's.

* Infrastructure as Political Capital: The
administration is highlighting the
completion of major projects as the primary
justification for DSN’s "continuity."

o The 76km Ewo-Boundji road and the
integration of Ewo in he national
wer rid are Dbeing touted as
transformative achievements for the
Cuvette West region.

o The RN1 highway concession to "La
Congolaise des Routes" is presented as a
sustainable model for maintaining
national logistics and boosting local

trade.

* Regional Integration Hurdles at
CEMAC: The CEMAC Parliament session in
Malabo ended with a stern warning
regarding the region’s
stagnation.

o Legislators are demanding that states
] : ] . .
Integration Tax to fund regional projects.
o The parliament is advocating for a shift
from raw resource exports to local
transformation (industrialization) as the
only path to regional sovereignty.

economic

* Digital Transformation and
Sovereignty: The government is
accelerating the rollout of digital
infrastructure in schools, likely to pacify a
youth  demographic  concerned  with

unemployment.
o The Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications has receiv

. ; 11 ltimedia hul
across the country, funded by the World

Bank.

o These hubs are intended to serve as
hnological "h " in hnical lycé
and university campuses.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Election Integrity and Lawfare: The judicial
system is actively dismissing challenges to the
electoral process. The Supreme Court
rejected a final procedural appeal regarding
alleged nullities in the current legal
proceedings, clearing the way for the
"debates of substance." Simultaneously, the
Constitutional Court has deployed nearly 100
delegates to act as observers, a move
intended to provide a veneer of impartiality to
a process where the incumbent has a massive
resource advantage.
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Critical Infrastructure and Energy
Security: The government is prioritizing the
"concession model" for state assets. The RN1
road is managed as a revenue-generating
asset via seven toll booths from Lifoula to
Mengo. Energy expansion remains a key
campaign promise, with the electrification of
Lingi and other remote areas through new
transformers and public lighting being used to
demonstrate state capacity.

Economic Security and Food Supply:
Diversification away from the "meat of the
bush" (bushmeat) and oil is a secondary but
vital theme. The NGO WCS is financing tilapia
fish farming in Lekoumou to provide
alternative proteins and incomes. In the
agricultural sector, cooperatives like
Groupement Mafom are intercropping cassava
and maize to maximize land use, though they
continue to request more mechanized support
like tractors to scale production.

Diplomatic Engagement: The Congo is
positioning itself as an environmental leader
to attract international "Green Economy"
financing. Recent high-level bilateral talks
with Mauritius focused on forest-ocean
synergy and a "World Decade of
Afforestation." This diplomacy is aimed at
securing the Congo’s role as the guardian of
the world's second-largest carbon sink.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this week has been
secondary to executive campaigning and
regional parliamentary meetings. The focus
remains on the implementation of existing

decentralization laws and
enforcement.

regional tax

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o CEMAC Community Integration Tax:
A proposal to enforce mandatory
collection mechanisms for the tax that
funds regional integration bodies,
currently ignored by several member
states.

o Aforestation Decade Initiative: Policy
framework to operationalize the UN-
backed decade for reforestation as
proposed by DSN at COP27.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
°c CNI Press Briefing: Commission
Chairman Henry Bouka announced that
voter card distribution is exhaustive and
urged citizens to collect cards at district
headquarters before the March 12 early
vote.

(o]

Constitutional Court Training: A
three-day seminar concluded to train
media professionals on "Peace and

Human Rights" approach to election
coverage, essentially guiding the press

on avoiding inflammatory reporting.
o Local Governance Installations: The
Prefect of Plateaux installed new sub-

prefects in Ngo and Mpouya, stressing
their role in local development and

election security.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of "Influencer Politics": A notable
shift in DSN’s campaign strategy is the overt
use of digital influencers to bridge the gap
with the youth. The presence of Ivorian
influencer Eudoxie Yao in Brazzaville, wearing

DSN-branded  apparel, and Congolese
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TikToker Shekina Moras on the campaign trail
suggests the PCT (Congolese Party of Labor)
is moving away from traditional "classical"
campaigning toward highly visible,

rsonality-driven digital r ies. This
trend acknowledges the growing power of
social media over traditional state-run
television in shaping public opinion.

Traditional Legitimacy as an Electoral
Shield: In regions where the state’s presence
is primarily felt through infrastructure, DSN
is leveraging traditional rites to solidify his
power. In the Plateaux department, the
campaign is not just about roads; it is about
the sacred "libation" and the granting of
ancestral power by Teke notables. By
presenting DSN as a "moine" (monk/elder)
and "buffle" (buffalo) who cannot be defeated,
the campaign creates a narrative where
voting against him is a betrayal of cultural
heritage, not just a political choice.

Diversification Through Necessity: The
consistent reporting on fish farming
cooperatives and cassava harvesting indicates
a state-led effort to prepare for a "post-oil"
future. However, the recurring theme is that
mechanization remains the primary
bottleneck. Producers are achieving
"maturity" in their crops but lack the tractors
and transport to reach urban markets
efficiently, a gap the DSN campaign promises
to fill with its next mandate.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a highly
controlled and likely landslide victory for
Denis Sassou Nguesso in the March 15
election. The ‘"anticipation vote" for the
military on March 12 will serve as a
bellwether for the logistics of the general
election. Small-scale protests by youth

supporters of Dave Mafoula or Joseph
Kignoumbi may occur in Brazzaville or Pointe
Noire, but security forces and state-aligned
youth groups (Force Montante Congolaise)

are positioned to suppress them quickly.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Post-election,
the government will likely prioritize the
"World Afforestation Decade" to wunlock
climate-related funding from international
donors. Economic attention will shift to
enforcing the CEMAC integration tax as the
Congo seeks to lead regional industrialization
efforts. New digital multimedia centers will
begin operations, but their success will
depend on whether the state can provide the
high-speed internet connectivity promised by

Minister Ibombo.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Republic of the
Congo faces a structural transition. If the
current leration toward in rializ
fails to create jobs for the 40% of unemployed
youth, social stability will become increasingly
brittle. The reliance on infrastructure
concessions (like RN1) may lead to increased
costs of living as tolls and privatized services
proliferate, potentially alienating the "market
women" and ‘'village farmers" who are
currently the backbone of DSN’s rural
support.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Monitor the Congo-Mauritius

environmental partnership as a template
for "South-South" climate diplomacy that

bypasses  traditional @ Western  donor
conditionality.
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* Engagement with the CEMAC Parliament is
necessary to understand upcoming regional
trade barriers and industrial protectionist
shifts.

* The use of the Constitutional Court for
election observation suggests a move
toward "legalizing" incumbent dominance,
reducing the impact of international
election monitoring.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: The push for educational
technology and digital hubs presents
opportunities for hardware and EdTech
providers via World Bank-funded tenders.

e Risk: Increased reliance on toll roads
(RN1) and infrastructure concessions will
raise the cost of overland logistics between
Brazzaville and Pointe Noire.

Agricultural Sector: There is a

significant, unmet demand for agricultural
mechanization (tractors and processing
equipment) among increasingly organized
rural cooperatives.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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