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ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST

CONFLICT TRIGGERS GLOBAL

ENERGY VOLATILITY AND

DOMESTIC CONSTITUTIONAL

LAWFARE IN POLAND

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Middle East conflict has entered a critical

second  phase  on  its  seventh  day,

characterized  by  intensified  Israeli-American

strikes  against  Iranian  government

infrastructure  and  Hezbollah  strongholds  in

Beirut.  While military officials  claim to have

destroyed 60-80% of Iran's missile launchers,

Iran’s  retaliatory  capacity  remains  potent,

with over 2,500 missiles and drones launched

toward  Israel  and  neighboring  Gulf  states.

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

triggered  a  global  energy  shock,  with  fuel

prices  in  Poland  spiking  toward  8  PLN  per

liter amid  fears  of  prolonged  supply  chain

disruptions. This regional conflagration is now

forcing Western allies to seek unconventional

support, including US requests for Ukrainian

anti-drone expertise to counter Iranian-made

Shahed systems.

In  Poland,  the  external  crisis  is  being

leveraged  by  domestic  power  brokers  to

escalate a constitutional standoff over military

funding.  The  "Safe  0%"  proposal  introduced

by  President  Karol  Nawrocki  and  NBP

Governor  Adam  Glapiński—aimed  at  using

central bank reserves to fund armaments—is

being  denounced  by  the  government  as  a

"smoke screen" intended to justify  a veto of

the existing EU-backed "Safe" program. This

political  "lawfare"  occurs  as  the  Law  and

Justice  (PiS)  party  undergoes  internal

fragmentation,  with  sidelined  former  Prime

Minister  Mateusz  Morawiecki  holding  rival

events while the party prepares to announce a

new prime ministerial candidate in Kraków.

Concurrently, a major diplomatic and legal rift

has  opened  in  Central  Europe  following

Hungary's detention of seven Ukrainian bank

employees and millions in assets. Ukraine has

characterized  this  as  "state  terrorism"  and

hostage-taking, linking the incident to energy

blackmail  over  the  "Friendship"  (Druzhba)

pipeline.  This  convergence  of  military

escalation  in  the  Middle  East,  energy

insecurity,  and  the  breakdown  of  regional

diplomatic  norms  suggests  a  systemic  shift

toward  a  more  fragmented  and  volatile

European security architecture.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Total War in the Middle East: Israel and

the  US  have  initiated  a  new  phase  of

operations  aimed  at  destroying  the

foundations  of  the  Iranian  regime,

specifically  targeting  military  production

and  government  facilities.  Retaliatory

strikes have hit US bases in Qatar, Bahrain,

and Kuwait, while the US Navy successfully

sank an Iranian frigate using a torpedo for

the first time since WWII.
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The "Safe 0%" Constitutional Standoff:

President  Nawrocki  and  NBP  Governor

Glapiński  have proposed an alternative to

EU  defense  loans,  suggesting  the  use  of

gold reserves and NBP profits to fund the

military. The Tusk government argues this

is  illegal  under  Article  220  of  the

Constitution  and  points  to  massive  NBP

losses totaling nearly 100 billion PLN over

two years.

Energy  Market  Collapse: The  Hormuz

blockade has led to a projected diesel price

of  7.30  PLN/liter next  week,  with  some

stations  already  reporting  8  PLN.  Qatar

Energy has declared force majeure on LNG

deliveries,  potentially  delaying  Polish

shipments for April and May.

Hungary-Ukraine Crisis: Hungarian anti-

terrorist  units  seized  a  Ukrainian  bank

convoy carrying 40 million USD and 9kg of

gold.  While  Hungary  alleges  money

laundering,  Ukraine  views  this  as

retaliation for the halted flow of Russian oil

via the Druzhba pipeline.

Polish  Evacuation  Efforts: Over  2,800

Poles have been evacuated from the conflict

zone since March 1.  The government has

activated  the  EU  Civil  Protection

Mechanism  to  coordinate  military  and

commercial  flights from  Oman  and  the

UAE.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security The blockade of the Strait of

Hormuz, through which 20% of global oil and

gas flows,  is  the primary threat to domestic

stability.  Analysts  warn  that  fuel  prices  are

being  "artificially  inflated" by  panic  buying

and  speculation.  While  Orlen  asserts  that

domestic  supplies  are  secured  through

Norway and local refineries, the global price

surge and the potential loss of Katarski LNG

threaten  industrial  production,  particularly

fertilizer manufacturing which relies on gas.

Elite  Politics  &  Leadership  Dynamics

Internal friction within Law and Justice (PiS)

has  surfaced  as  the  party  seeks  a  "young,

unburdened" candidate for Prime Minister to

stop  a  polling  slide  below  30%.  Sidelined

former  PM  Morawiecki’s  organization  of  a

rival  "Powered  by  Poland"  conference

highlights  deep fractionalization.  Meanwhile,

NBP  Governor  Glapiński’s  description  of

himself  as  a  "powerhouse"  (mocarz) and his

dismissal  of  central  bank  losses  as

technicalities signals a defiant stance against

the government’s attempt to bring him before

the State Tribunal.

National Security & Security Architecture

The debate over the "Safe" program (EU loan)

vs. "Safe 0%" (NBP-funded) is a fundamental

disagreement  over  Poland's  strategic

alignment.  The  government  emphasizes

integration  into  the  European  defense

industry and  immediate  funding  for  139

entities. The President's alternative is framed

as  protecting  Polish  sovereignty  from

"German dominance," though military experts

warn  that  delaying  these  funds  jeopardizes

the 2030 goal of building Europe's strongest

army.

Diplomatic  Engagement  &  Geopolitical

Power  Dynamics The  Hungary-Ukraine

incident illustrates the use of "legal warfare"

(lawfare)  to  achieve  energy  goals.  Prime

Minister  Viktor  Orban  has  vowed  to  block

Ukraine’s  EU  accession and  suggested  that

force might be used to restore oil flows. This

mirrors  the  broader  geopolitical

fragmentation where  Russia,  despite  being

militarily  overextended,  is  providing

intelligence to Iran to facilitate attacks on US

bases, thereby distracting Western resources

from the Ukrainian front.
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AI & Technology Policy Reports suggest the

US is utilizing advanced AI ("Chat Cloud") to

suggest targets in Iran. However, the bombing

of a school in Minap, which killed 175 people

including  children,  has  sparked  an

investigation  into  whether  AI  error  or

proximity  to  military  targets  led  to  the

tragedy.  This  highlights  the  ethical  and

operational  risks  of  AI-driven  kinetic

operations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy discussion today was dominated by the

"Safe"  program  implementation  and

emergency  traffic  regulations  intended  to

curb  "road  banditry"  amid  rising  social

tension.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The  EU  "Safe"  Program

Implementation: A  180 billion PLN loan

package currently awaiting the President's

signature. The bill would enable immediate

funding for Polish PGZ plants and defense

contractors.  The President has threatened

a  veto in  favor  of  a  yet-to-be-drafted

domestic alternative.

New Road Safety Regulations: Effective

March 3, these laws mandate immediate 3-

month  license  suspensions for  exceeding

speed  limits  by  50  km/h  on  single-

carriageway,  two-way  roads  outside  built-

up areas. Several drivers have already lost

their licenses under these tightened rules.

NBP Law Amendments: Proposed by the

President's office to allow profits from gold

operations to be transferred to the Armed

Forces Support Fund. Legal experts argue

this  violates  NBP  statutory  independence

and EU treaties.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Coordination  Team  on  Middle  East:

Premier  Tusk  and  Minister  Sikorski

updated the public on evacuation logistics

and  military  hospital  readiness.  Tusk

emphasized  a  "war-like  alert"  for  all

diplomatic outposts.

Defense  Industry  Tour: Minister

Kosiniak-Kamysz  and  EU  Commissioner

Kubilius visited the Mesko plant, calling for

a  400%  increase  in  European  missile

production to meet Ukrainian and domestic

needs.

PiS  Ethics  Committee: Several  high-

profile PiS members, including Morawiecki,

faced  hearings  for  "publicly  discussing

party  affairs," indicating  a  crackdown  on

dissent within the opposition.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  Central  Bank

The  NBP  is  no  longer  acting  solely  as  a

monetary authority but has been repositioned

as  a  political  "alibi"  for  the  President.  By

announcing  a  "Safe  0%"  program  with  no

concrete  details,  the  NBP  Governor  is

engaging  in  creative  accounting—

hypothetically  selling  and  repurchasing  gold

to "create" zysk (profit) where none exists in

the  current  balance  sheet.  This  trend

threatens  the  long-term  credibility  of  the

Polish  Zloty  and  complicates  Poland’s

standing  within  the  European  System  of

Central Banks.

The  Transatlantic  vs.  European  Defense

Schism A  growing  narrative  divide  exists

between  the  government’s  "European  Safe"

(focusing  on  synergy  with  EU  defense

projects)  and  the  President’s  "Polish  Safe"

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_120000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_120000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_092400_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_092400_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_001300_Niebezpieczne_zwiazki
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_001300_Niebezpieczne_zwiazki
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_204500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_204500_Panorama
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_191800_Klamstwo_nie_przejdzie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_191800_Klamstwo_nie_przejdzie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_053300_Info_Poranek
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_053300_Info_Poranek
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_123000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_235300_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_235300_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_235300_Pytanie_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_105500_Za_piec_dwunasta
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_080000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_232500_19.30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_232500_19.30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_191800_Klamstwo_nie_przejdzie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_183000_19.30
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_173000_Forum
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260306_173000_Forum


(focusing  on  maintaining  procurement

flexibility with the US and Korea).  Critics of

the EU loan argue it  comes with ideological

"conditionality"  (gender,  rule  of  law),  while

supporters note that US military engagement

in  Iran will  inevitably  delay  equipment

deliveries  to  Poland,  making  local  European

production a survival necessity.

Regional  Disintegration  and  "Oil

Hostages" Hungary’s  actions  toward

Ukrainian bank employees signal that Viktors

Orban  is  moving  toward  overt  hostility to

preserve  his  energy  ties  with  Moscow.  By

labeling  Ukraine  an  "enemy"  and  detaining

couriers, Budapest is using hybrid methods to

pressure  Kijów  into  reopening  the  Druzhba

pipeline.  This  suggests  that  the  Visegrád

Group  is  effectively  dead,  replaced  by

bilateral  energy-security  bargaining and

"state banditry."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect fuel prices

to stabilize near 7.50-8.00 PLN if the Hormuz

blockade  holds.  The  PiS  PM  candidate

announcement on Saturday will likely trigger

a  new  wave  of  internal  party  purging  or

realignment.  The  Presidential  meeting  on

March 10 regarding the "Safe 0%" program

will  determine  if  the  Tusk  government

pursues immediate legislative warfare or finds

a "synergy" path.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Poland  may

face shortages in nitrogen-based fertilizers as

gas prices soar, impacting the spring planting

season. Diplomatic pressure on Hungary from

the EU will likely escalate, potentially leading

to  renewed  Article  7  proceedings over  the

bank  detention  incident.  If  the  Iran  conflict

persists,  US deliveries  of  Abrams tanks  and

F-35s to Poland may be officially deprioritized.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The  current  crisis

will likely accelerate the discourse on Poland

joining the Eurozone to mitigate the costs of

maintaining a separate currency and massive

reserves. The success of Ukrainian anti-drone

technology  against  Iranian  systems  will

reshape global defense exports, making Kijów

a major security consultant for the West. The

Iranian  regime  may  survive  the  current

strikes  but  will  face  permanent  economic

devastation and  a  transition  to  a  more

militarized, Russian-aligned leadership.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

International  Policy: European  nations

must  immediately  activate  long-term  civil

defense  mechanisms and  diversify  LNG

sources  away  from  Qatar.  Diplomatic

channels  must  be  used  to  prevent  the

Hungary-Ukraine spat from collapsing the

EU's  unified front  against  Russian energy

exports.

Private  Sector/Investors: Investors

should hedge against high energy costs in

the  transport  and  agricultural  sectors.

Supply chain managers should re-evaluate

reliance  on  Middle  Eastern  transit and

consider  the  "Northern  Route"  or  African

alternatives,  despite  higher  costs.  The

Polish  defense  sector  presents  a  high-

growth opportunity if  the current  funding

impasse is resolved.
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National Security: Poland must prioritize

anti-drone  and  anti-ballistic  missile

production (Piorun/San  programs)  to

mitigate  the  risk  of  stray  munitions  or

intentional  provocations.  Coordination

between the President and the government

on evacuations and intelligence sharing is

essential  to  prevent  "narrative  warfare"

from  weakening  the  state's  functional

capacity during an external war.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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