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THE US-ISRAELI AIR CAMPAIGN

AGAINST IRAN ENTERS ITS SECOND

WEEK AMIDST GLOBAL ECONOMIC

PARALYSIS, CONFLICTING IRANIAN

LEADERSHIP SIGNALS, AND A

BURGEONING SECONDARY FRONT

IN LEBANON.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks the one-week milestone

of "Operation Epic Fury," the joint US-Israeli

military offensive against the Islamic Republic

of Iran. While US President Donald Trump has

declared  the  operation  an  unprecedented

success, claiming the total destruction of the

Iranian navy and air force, the humanitarian

and  economic  fallout  is  reaching  critical

levels.  More  than  1,300  Iranians have  been

killed,  including  at  least  181  children,  and

over  100,000  people  have  been  displaced

internally.  Despite  claims  of  military

degradation, Iran has maintained its capacity

for asymmetric retaliation, launching its 24th

wave of  missile  strikes  against  Israel  and

continuing  to  target  US  assets  and  critical

infrastructure  across  the  Gulf  Cooperation

Council (GCC) states.

A  significant  strategic  ambiguity  emerged

today as Iranian President Masud Pezeshkian

issued  a  televised  apology to  neighboring

countries,  pledging a  halt  to  attacks on any

nation  not  serving  as  a  launchpad  for  US

strikes.  This  diplomatic  overture was almost

immediately contradicted by continued missile

interceptions  over  Doha  and  Dubai,

suggesting a severe breakdown in command

and control  or  a deliberate rift  between the

political  establishment  and  the  Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). This "trust

gorge" is complicating regional diplomacy as

GCC  states  like  Qatar  and  Saudi  Arabia

attempt  to  maintain  a  neutral  posture while

their  civilian  airports  and  refineries remain

under fire.

The conflict is now a global economic crisis.

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

stalled  20%  of  global  energy shipments,

driving  Brent  Crude  prices  to  over  $92  a

barrel. The aviation sector is experiencing its

worst  disruption  since  the  COVID-19

pandemic, with over 25,000 flights cancelled.

Domestically, President Trump faces mounting

political risk as the bodies of the first six US

service  members killed  in  the  conflict

returned to  Dover  Air  Force Base,  fueling a

partisan  and  generational  divide  over  his

"America First" campaign promises versus the

reality of a new Middle Eastern war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iranian  Leadership  and  Command

Fragmenting

President  Pezeshkian  claimed  Iranian

forces were "free to fire at will" after the

killing of top commanders, implying a loss

of centralized control. 
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The interim leadership council,  comprised

of the President, the Head of Judiciary, and

a  member  of  the  Guardian  Council,  is

struggling to project a unified voice. 

The IRGC issued statements clarifying that

while  they  respect  neighbors,  any  US

military bases in the region remain primary

targets,  effectively  negating  Pezeshkian’s

diplomatic olive branch. 

Regional  Escalation  and  the  Lebanon

Front

Israel  expanded  its  ground  and  air

operations in Lebanon, conducting a deep

commando raid in the Beqaa Valley (70km

from the border) in an unsuccessful search

for  the  remains  of  missing  airman  Ron

Arad. 

Israeli  air  strikes  in  Lebanon  have

displaced over 300,000 people, with Israeli

officials  threatening  the  Lebanese

government with a "heavy price" if it fails

to disarm Hezbollah. 

Hezbollah  has  retaliated  with  drones  and

rockets targeting Haifa and northern Israeli

communities,  further  straining  Israeli  air

defense systems. 

Global  Economic  and  Infrastructure

Contagion

Energy markets are reeling as Iran targets

"precious  resources,"  including  a

desalination  plant on  Qeshm  Island,

threatening water security for 30 villages. 

Crude oil prices have surged nearly 30% in

one week,  with  analysts  predicting prices

could  exceed  $100/barrel  if  shipping

through  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains

blocked. 

Major  aviation  hubs  in  Dubai  and  Qatar

remain  partially  closed,  though  Qatar

Airways  has  begun  limited  repatriation

flights through alternative safe corridors. 

The  Information  War  and  AI-Generated

Disinformation

Social  media  is  being  flooded  with  AI-

generated fake videos of missile strikes and

the  destruction  of  Ayatollah  Khamenei’s

bunker. 

Analysts  describe  a  "war  of  narratives"

where  supporters  on  both  sides  use

sensationalized,  cinematic  disinformation

to claim strategic advantage. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Critical

Infrastructure

The targeted destruction of  infrastructure

like desalination plants and oil depots (such

as the Rey refinery near Tehran) indicates a

transition toward total economic warfare. 

Kuwait  and  Iraq  have  announced

reductions  in  oil  production due  to  the

inability  to  export  through  blocked  sea

lanes. 

Elite Politics and Succession

The  Assembly  of  Experts in  Iran  is

reportedly  meeting  to  choose  a  new

Supreme  Leader,  with  Mojtaba  Khamenei

appearing as a front-runner despite the US

desiring an "acceptable" leader. 

Power  brokers  like  Ali  Larijani and

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf are asserting

control as the political establishment tries

to mitigate the IRGC's hardline retaliatory

stance. 
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Coalition  Cohesion  and  International

Relations

European unity is fractured; Spain remains

a  vocal  opponent  of  the  war,  leading

President Trump to threaten a cut-off of all

trade with Madrid. 

The UK has granted limited use of British

bases for  defensive  operations,  despite

local sovereignty protests in Cyprus after a

drone hit a British hangar. 

Trump used  the  "Shield  of  the  Americas"

summit  to  consolidate  a  new  anti-cartel

military  coalition among  Latin  American

allies, further projecting US military might.

Economic Security and Trade

Bangladesh  and  Pakistan  are  facing  fuel

shortages and economic instability as fuel

import  bills  surge  and  remittance  flows

from the Gulf are threatened. 

The US has reached a "historic gold deal"

with  the  newly  recognized government  in

Venezuela to facilitate the sale of minerals

and oil. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and policy  activity  today focused

on emergency military assistance and regional

security alliances.  The Trump administration

has  aggressively  utilized  executive  authority

to  bypass  traditional  diplomatic  norms,

particularly  concerning  arms  sales  and

international trade sanctions.

Emergency Arms Sale to Israel: The US

administration  approved  a  $151  million

emergency  arms  sale  to  Israel,  including

1,200 one-thousand-pound bombs. 

Shield  of  the  Americas  Doctrine:

President Trump announced a new doctrine

and military partnership with 17 nations to

use lethal force against criminal cartels. 

Indonesian  Youth  Social  Media  Ban:

Indonesia joined Australia in banning social

media  for  under-16s to  protect  against

"online harm" during the heightened period

of information warfare. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Shield  of  the  Americas  Summit

(Florida): Trump heralded the destruction

of the Iranian navy and threatened certain

death for Iranian leadership if they do not

surrender unconditionally. 

Dover  Air  Force  Base  Repatriation:

Trump attended the "dignified transfer" of

six service members, framing their deaths

as a unavoidable price of war. 

Pezeshkian  Television  Address: The

Iranian  President  offered  a  conditional

apology to the GCC, signaling a desire for

de-escalation that was later undermined by

his own military. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Failure  of  Decapitation  as  a

Revolutionary Catalyst

A  week  after  the  killing  of  Ayatollah

Khamenei,  the  US-Israeli  strategy  of

"decapitation"  has  failed  to  spark  the

predicted  internal  uprising in  Iran.  Instead,

the  political  and  military  establishment

appears  to  be  coalescing  around  survival.

Analysts note that the Iranian regime is "deep

and entrenched," and the assassination of top

leaders  may  be  accelerating  nuclear

ambitions as the only perceived guarantee of

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260307_210000


survival.  The  emergence  of  even  more

hardline figures, such as Ahmed Vahidi taking

a larger role in the IRGC, suggests that the

"Epic  Fury"  campaign  is  inducing

radicalization rather  than  moderation  within

the Iranian state apparatus.

The Weaponization of Regional Stability

Iran  is  successfully  utilizing  its  "Balance  of

Threat"  strategy  to  coerce  the  international

community.  By  striking  GCC  energy

infrastructure and  threatening  the  global

economy through the closure of the Strait of

Hormuz,  Tehran  is  attempting  to  force  Gulf

neighbors  to  pressure  Washington  into  a

ceasefire. The disparity between Pezeshkian’s

apology and the IRGC’s missile launches can

be interpreted as a "good cop, bad cop" tactic

designed to keep the region off-balance while

emphasizing  that  "any  instability  in  Iran

means regional instability."

The Erosion of the Multilateral Order

The  conflict  highlights  a  significant  shift

toward "naked colonialism" and unilateralism.

The UN is being sidelined by constructs like

the  "Board  of  Peace,"  and  US  officials  are

shredding international law by openly calling

for  regime  change—a  crime  of  aggression

under global norms. The US demand that Sri

Lanka not  repatriate Iranian sailors  rescued

from a torpedoed warship further exemplifies

the breakdown of humanitarian and maritime

treaties in favor of raw power projection.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Continued  volatility  in  oil  markets,  with

prices  likely  testing  $100/barrel  if  the

Strait of Hormuz remains inactive. 

Intensified  Israeli  strikes  on  Lebanese

infrastructure as the IDF attempts to force

a buffer zone south of the Litani River. 

A likely announcement of a new Supreme

Leader in Tehran, which will provide a focal

point for either a consolidated war effort or

a formal negotiation window. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The  US  mid-term  elections  in  November

will become a referendum on the war, with

Democrats likely to gain ground if inflation

and gas prices do not subside. 

A  possible  "Venezuelan  model"  regime

change attempt in Cuba,  as Trump pivots

military attention toward the Caribbean to

secure his "Shield of the Americas." 

Potential  for  "ground  incursions"  by

Kurdish separatist groups in western Iran,

backed  by  US/Israeli  intelligence,  leading

to a multi-ethnic civil conflict. 

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  collapse  of  global  arms  control,  with

Iran and potentially Saudi Arabia and the

UAE pursuing  independent  nuclear

deterrents  due  to  a  lack  of  trust  in  US

security guarantees. 

Structural  shifts in global shipping as the

Middle East's status as a "safe haven" for

aviation  and  freight is  permanently

diminished. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security Interdependence: Allied nations

must  prepare  for  asymmetric  attacks on

domestic  targets  as  Iran’s  conventional

forces are depleted. 

Diplomatic  Channels: Retain  backdoor

communication through Oman or Qatar to

navigate  the  disconnect  between  Iran's

political and military wings. 

Refugee  Contingency: Mediterranean

and  neighboring  states  (Syria,  Turkey)

must  prepare  for  mass  migration as

Lebanon  and  Iran  become  increasingly

unlivable. 

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

reliant on Gulf petrochemicals or nitrogen

fertilizers  must  immediately  seek

alternative  sourcing  to  avoid  catastrophic

production halts. 

Insurance  and  Risk: Maritime  and

aviation  operators  should  expect

skyrocketing  premiums and  total

withdrawal  of  coverage  for  "high-risk"

regional corridors. 

Asset Reallocation: Capital flight from the

Gulf is likely; investors should look toward

re-emerging  markets like  Venezuela,

currently receiving aggressive US political

and economic backing. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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