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GLOBAL FRACTURE: Middle East Conflict & US 'Strategic Denial'
Trigger New World Order (March 2026 Report Summary)

WESTERN HEMISPHERE
(DUNROE DOCTRINE)

MIDDLE EAST
- (PHASE TWO CONFLICT)
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US ASSERTS NEW
MILITARY DOMINANCE
‘Shield of the Americas’ Summit, Miami.
A3C Coalition formed (17 nations,
lethal force vs. cartels).
US-Venezuela Gold Deal & Recognition.
Threats to Cuba.

)

& ESCALATION &
£ ENERGY CRISIS
% g USiIsrael Air & Maritime
Offensive (3,000+ targets).
Iran's Decentralized Drone
Strategy (Dubai Strike,
v Paralyzed Gulf).
* Strait of Hormuz ‘Impassable’.
Qatar & Kuwait Oil Production Halt.

» ASYMMETRIC WARFARE
& COST IMPOSITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: CRITICAL INFLECTION POINT
US demands ‘Unconditional Surrender’ while Tehran externalizes costs.
Global oil prices trending to $150/barrel.

Jll

v ) 4
( WESTERN HEMISPHERE | [ GLOBAL CONSEQUENCES | MIDDLE EAST FRONT
FRONT & POLICY SHIFT & KEY THEMES & REGIONAL CHAOS
Z, / (S > z
//‘9 /@\ /\/ )1 > /‘\’ £
— %) o alill [y A Ty
DUNROE DOCTRINE UNVEILED: US-ISRAEL OFFENSIVE:
Militarized successor to Monroe. ENERGY SHOCK & : Intensive airstrikes.
Unilateral US forei?n policy, _ ECONOMIC STRAIN: Israel commando raid in
sidelining multilateral diplomacy. Oil nearing $150/bbl. US offers Lebanon (40+ deaths).
‘Politics at the end of a barrel of a gun'. $20bn risk insurance for tankers US intelligence notes IRGC-civilian
(insufficient against cheap drones). leadership disconnect.
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Weaponization of Cheap Tech IRANIAN RESILIENCE:
(S,hahe drones vs. Patriot missiles). Drone strike closes Dubai Airport
7 3 » ‘Al 2027' paper warns of AGI risk. O temporarily.
] Biocomputing breakthroughs in Saudi oil field attacked.
A3C COALITION:

UK/Japan vs. "Erosion of Truth' by
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{ UK & ALLIED INVOLVEMENT }

UK DRAWN IN:
HMS Prince of Wales on high readiness.
US B1 bombers at RAF Fairford.
Deep domestic discontent with government policy.
Focus shifts from Europe/Ukraine to new theatres.

Iran’s ‘mosaic defense’ likely leads
to balkanization, making central
surrender impossible.
Succession crisis in Tehran.

——{ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS }——————» |

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):

e T MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):\ LONG TERM (1[-5 \drEARs): 1
Tehran power clash. o P— % US ‘hand-picked' leader in Iran
OUTLOOK UK Naval buildup. A3C lethal ops in Americas? risks insurgency. Biocomputini
0155100, Iran's balkanization: 7‘? &AGI 'tec%-sozereignty’lr)ace.gA
[+ POLICY IMPLICATIONS: [ PRIVATE SECTOR ACTION: [+ INVESTOR NOTE:

- Engage regional IRGC directly
&by'pass central Iran).
- Refocus Europe on Ukraine Deterrence.
+ Prepare for mass displacement
(Iran/Lebanon).

@

» Seek supply chain alternatives to Gulf.

« Monitor Venezuela for entry (high risk).

« Prioritize content authentication tools
against Al falsehoods.

+ Physical security of vessels
unguaranteed against cheap
drones despite US insurance.

- Tech sovereignty race crucial.

Source: March 7, 2026 REPORT 8
Visualization of Major Trends and Themes. Entirely in English.
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ESCALATION OF MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT TRIGGERS GLOBAL
ENERGY CRISIS WHILE US ASSERTS
NEW MILITARY DOMINANCE IN THE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the eight-day war between the United
States, Israel, and Iran. The conflict has
transitioned into a "Phase Two" campaign of

rcive air and maritim ns aimed at
degrading Iran’s command and control, while
the White House insists on nothing less than
unconditional surrender. Despite US claims of
military dominance—including the reported
destruction of the Iranian Navy and 60% of its
missile launchers—Tehran has successfully
externalized the costs of war through a
decentralized drone strategy that has
paralyzed the Persian Gulf. A verified drone
strike at Dubai International Airport and the
partial closure of regional airspace have
signaled that no "oasis of stability" remains
immune to the conflict.

Simultaneously, the US administration is
leveraging the global crisis to reassert an
aggressive '"strategic denial" policy in the

Western Hemisphere. During the "Shield of
the Americas" summit in Miami, President
Trump unveiled the Dunroe Doctrine, a
militarized successor to the Monroe Doctrine,
while launching a new military coalition (A3C)
to use lethal force against drug cartels. This
dual-front posture—pursuing regime change
in the Middle East while formalizing military
interventions in Latin America—represents a
historic expansion of US executive war
powers and a departure from decades of
multilateral diplomacy.

The economic fallout is now tangible. Global
oil prices are trending toward $150 a barrel
as production shuts down in Qatar and
Kuwait, and the Strait of Hormuz remains
effectively impassable for non-neutral vessels.
Domestically, the UK is increasingly drawn
into the theater, with the HMS Prince of Wales
placed on advanced readiness and US Bl
bombers using RAF Fairford as a launchpad.
Amidst this geopolitical chaos, the death of
notorious UK murderer lan Huntley in prison
serves as a brief focal point for domestic
social order concerns, while breakthroughs in
"biocomputing" and
research hint at a technological future that
contrasts sharply with the day's violent reality.

Al-driven medical

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Israel Offensive and Iranian
Resilience

* The conflict has entered its second week
with the US and Israel striking over 3,000
targets across Iran, including oil depots
and the Mehrabad airport in Tehran.

* President Trump has rejected an apology
from Iranian President Masud Pezeshkian,
characterizing it as a sign of surrender
while vowing to target "new groups of
people" for "complete destruction."


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_210000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_040000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_150000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_040000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_190000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_190000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_190000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_160000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260307_160000_BBC_News

* US intelligence reports suggest a lack of

* Reports

cohesion between Iran's civilian leadership
and the IRGC, which continues to launch
"pockets" of attacks independently.

indicate that Russia may be

providing intelligence to Iran on US troop

movements, raising fears of a broader
proxy war involving major powers.

Gulf State Paralysis and Energy Security

A drone strike near Dubai International
Airport forced a temporary suspension of
flights, causing widespread panic in the
regional financial and tourism hub.

Qatar and Kuwait have begun shutting
down production because storage facilities
are full and the Strait of Hormuz is too
dangerous for tankers to transit.

Saudi Arabia reported intercepting eight
drones targeting the Sheiba o0il field,
highlighting the persistent threat to energy
infrastructure despite intensive US air
cover.

UK Military Mobilization and Domestic
Discontent

The HMS Prince of Wales has had its notice
to sail reduced from 14 days to five,
likely deployment to the
Mediterranean or the Gulf.

signaling a

Five US B1 Lancer supersonic bombers
have landed at RAF Fairford for refueling
and reloading, confirming the UK’s active
role as a logistical hub for the offensive.

Thousands of protesters gathered in central

London to demand an end to the "illegal
and unjustified" attacks, reflecting a
growing divide between government policy
and public sentiment.

e Israeli

The "Shield of the Americas" and Latin
American Alignment

* President Trump announced the formation

of the America’s Counter Cartel Coalition
(A3C), involving 17 nations committed to
using military force against drug
traffickers.

The administration has formally recognized
the new Venezuelan government under
Delsy Rodriguez and signed a historic gold
deal to facilitate mining sales.

Trump issued an imminent threat to Cuba,
stating the country is "at the end of the
line" and that Secretary of State Marco
Rubio will handle the "negotiation" for its
collapse.

Lebanon and the Third Front

special forces carried out a
commando raid in the Bekaa Valley,
resulting in at least 40 deaths, reportedly
in an attempt to recover the remains of a
long-missing aviator.

* The Lebanese death toll has risen to nearly

300 since Monday, with 450,000 people
now internally displaced.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

* The Qatari Energy Minister warned that

global economies face unprecedented risk

as production stops across the Gulf, with
the US offering $20 billion in risk insurance
for tankers to keep the Strait of Hormuz
open.

Myanmar has begun fuel rationing,

requiring half of all private vehicles to stay
off the roads to cope with rising costs and
supply disruptions.
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* The US job market showed signs of strain,
shedding 92,000 jobs in February, an
outcome some economists attribute to the
"self-inflicted wound" of tariffs and war-
related input costs.

Elite Politics and Succession

e Iran's Assembly of Experts is reportedly

meeting within 24 hours to choose a
successor to Ayatollah Khamenei, with
significant uncertainty regarding the health
and whereabouts of his son, Mojtaba.

President Trump has explicitly stated his
intent to hand-pick Iran’s next leader,
warning that any choice unacceptable to
him would lead to another war within five
years.

National Security and Technology Policy

* Ukrainian drone commanders are advising
Gulf nations on using low-cost "interceptor"
drones to combat Iranian Shahed drones,
which are saturating regional air defenses.

* A controversial research paper, Al 2027,
has sparked global debate by predicting
that artificial general intelligence (AGI)
could lead to the eradication of humanity
by 2040 if not properly aligned.

* Researchers in London and Japan are
developing biocomputers that consume
significantly less energy than silicon-based
systems, a potential breakthrough for AI
infrastructure.

Domestic Stability and the Rule of Law

* The death of lan Huntley in HMP Frankland

has raised urgent questions about prison
safety and the rising levels of violence
within high-security facilities.

* In Nepal, former rapper Balen Shah has
defeated the established political guard to
become Prime Minister, signaling a youth-
led shift in South Asian politics.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy action today has been dominated by US
proclamations and emergency
rationing measures in secondary markets. The
shift toward bilateral "deals" over formal
treaties continues to define the current US
administration's approach to international

executive

law.

* America’s Counter Cartel Coalition
(A30) Proclamation: A founding
document signed in Miami that commits
signatory nations to the use of lethal
military force against non-state narco-
terrorist organizations.

* US-Venezuela Gold Deal: A legal
recognition of the Rodriguez government
coupled with a framework for the US-
supervised sale of Venezuelan gold and
minerals.

* Myanmar Emergency Fuel Act: A
military decree enforcing rationing based
on license plate numbers to manage the
country's collapsing energy reserves.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Air Force One Impromptu Presser:
President Trump dismissed the idea of
Kurds carving out an autonomous region in
Iran and blamed Tehran for the Minab
school bombing without providing
evidence.
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* UK Chief of Defense Staff Interview: Sir
Richard Knighton defended the UK's
readiness and confirmed that US bombers
are operating from British bases for
"defensive" missions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Cheap Tech

The conflict highlights a fundamental
asymmetry in modern warfare. Iran is using
Shahed-136 drones, which cost approximately
$35,000, to force regional defenders to fire $4
million Patriot missiles. This "cost-imposition
strategy" is successfully draining the
interceptor stockpiles of Western allies. The
resulting reliance on Ukrainian expertise to
develop cheaper counter-drone tactics
suggests that the future of air defense is
shifting away from high-cost aerospace
conglomerates toward agile, software-defined
systems.

Strategic Denial and the New
Interventionism

Under the "Dunroe Doctrine," the US is
moving to systematically exclude Chinese and
Russian  influence from the Western
Hemisphere. The pivot from "policing" to
"lethal military force" against -cartels,
combined with the rapid installation of
preferred regimes in  Venezuela and
(potentially) Cuba, indicates a return to a
more aggressive, unilateral US foreign policy.
This trend is causing humiliation for European
allies, who find themselves sidelined in a
world order where "politics is at the end of
the barrel of a gun.”

Information Warfare and the Sovereignty
of Truth

The internet blackout in Iran has created a
vacuum of information, where state
propaganda and diaspora narratives compete
for dominance. This theme extends to the UK,
where artist Tracy Emin expressed fears that
Al-generated "truth" is eroding the foundation
of society. The day's events suggest that
controlling the narrative is now as
strategically important as controlling the

skies, with Gulf nations arresting hundreds for

spreading "rumors" during the missile alerts.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a clash of authority in Tehran as the
Assembly of Experts attempts to name a
new Supreme Leader while the IRGC
ignores civilian calls for de-escalation.

* The UK’s notice to sail for the HMS Prince
of Wales suggests a naval buildup in the
Mediterranean is imminent, likely to
protect Cyprus or support US carrier
groups.

* Oil prices will likely breach $100 per barrel
as the production cuts in Kuwait and Iraq
take full effect on the global market.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The US may begin lethal kinetic operations
in Mexico or the Caribbean under the A3C
framework, significantly shifting the
security architecture of the Western
Hemisphere.

* Iran's "mosaic defense" system may lead to
a balkanization of the country, with
different military units controlling different
provinces, centralized
"unconditional surrender" impossible to
execute.

making any
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

» If the US successfully hand-picks a leader
for Iran, the risk of a domestic insurgency
against a "vessel" government will remain
extremely high, potentially dragging the US
into a decade-long stabilization mission.

* The shift toward biocomputing and AGI will

create a new ‘"tech-sovereignty" race,
where nations that control biological data
centers will replace those that merely
control oil.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy: Diplomatic
channels must bypass the Iranian central
government and engage regional IRGC
commanders directly, as the decentralized
nature of the "mosaic defense" means the

council in Tehran has lost

operational control of the war.

interim

* For International Policy: European
nations should refocus on Ukraine, as the
US pivot to Iran and Latin America has
redirected the missile interceptors and
intelligence assets necessary to deter
Russian aggression in Europe.

* For International Policy: The UN must
prepare for a mass displacement crisis
originating from both Iran and Lebanon, as
current shelter systems are "overstretched
and underfunded" following US aid cuts.

* For Private Sector/Investors: Supply
chain managers should seek alternatives to
Gulf transit immediately; despite US
insurance offers, the physical security of
vessels cannot be guaranteed against
$35,000 drones.

* For Private Sector/Investors: Mining and
energy firms should monitor the
Venezuelan gold and oil sectors for entry
points, as the US-Rodriguez deals
represent a high-risk but high-reward
opening of previously sanctioned markets.

* For Private Sector/Investors: Tech firms
must prioritize content authentication
tools, as the proliferation of "unreal" Al
imagery during the war is making it nearly
impossible for markets to distinguish
between genuine infrastructure damage
and psychological warfare.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
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relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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