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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS & TAIWAN NATIONAL SECURITY
DESTABILIZED: CONVERGENCE OF CRISES (MARCH 7, 2026)

GLOBAL CONFLAGRATION & ECONOMIC SHOCKWAVE

ISRAEL-IRAN “TOTAL WAR” (WEEK 1): 1,320+ DEATHS
Targeted Assassination: Supreme Leader Khamenei killed.
Massive Infrastructure Strikes: US-owned 0il/LNG facilities
in Iraq & Qatar hit.

Global Impact: Oil prices >$90/barrel, shipping disrupted,
force majeure on LNG.

US Response: ASTRONOMICAL MILITARY SPENDING
(~$345 Billion in 4 Days) for munitions, depletion threat.
Intelligence Breach: Iran

DEFENSE SPECIAL s@n. WORLD \
BUDGET 0N P BasesaLL 9 &
(NT$1.25 Trillion) CLASSIC :

& ABSENTEEISM: —H = Legislators accused of
Critical votes stalled. abandoning posts for games.

TAICHUNG SOCIETAL UNREST & “LAWFARE":

EARTHQUAKE : Road rage, random attacks,
: ¥ “Bluebird” movement fractures.

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION & DEMOGRAPHIC HEDGE

)
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Al & AGRICULTURAL AUTOMATION US “COMPUTATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY”

Al-driven aquaculture & farming (75% automated New Al chip regulations expected, requiring
workflows), new EU certification, combating labor shortage US Commerce Dept. approval for global buyers.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
- 0il >$100/bbI? « “3C Product Winter" = US Al Licensing Regime

- Taiwan Defense Deadline (Mar 15) (supply chain blocks) « Fully Automated Taiwan Ag
« Continued Social Strain « Stricter DUI Penalties « New Political Force
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IMPLICATIONS & ACTION

-

@ INTERNATIONAL POLICY: ~ PRIVATE SECTOR / INVESTORS:

- Diversify energy from Gulf N o - Prepare for maritime blockades & high insurance
= Account for domestic political distractions %“ \ = Invest in Al-Ag/MedTech in Taiwan
%,

« Maintain humanitarian corridors « Increase biosecurity & supply chain transparency




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CIV

MARCH 7, 2026

GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND
TAIWAN NATIONAL SECURITY
DESTABILIZED BY ISRAEL-IRAN
TOTAL WAR AND LEGISLATIVE
PARALYSIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global strategic landscape on March 7,
2026, is defined by a catastrophic escalation
in the Middle East, where a "total war"
between Israel and Iran has entered its first
week, resulting in over 1,320 deaths and a
complete disruption of global energy supplies.
The conflict has seen the targeted
assassination of Iran’s Supreme Leader
Khamenei and massive infrastructure strikes
that have driven oil prices above $90 per
barrel. This regional conflagration is no
longer contained; it has triggered a global
economic shockwave, affecting everything
from shipping insurance to the price of basic
commodities in East Asia. The United States
has committed astronomical military
resources, spending roughly $345 billion in
just four days to replenish munitions and
support Israeli operations, signaling a high-
intensity conflict that threatens to deplete
Western stockpiles.

Simultaneously, Taiwan is grappling with a
severe domestic governance crisis. While the
national security apparatus attempts to push
through a NT$1.25 trillion defense special
budget to counter rising regional threats, the
Legislative Yuan has descended into partisan
bickering and absenteeism. Public and
political attention is dangerously divided by
the World Baseball Classic (WBC), with high-
profile legislators facing accusations of
abandoning their posts to attend games in
Japan during critical defense votes. This
internal friction is exacerbated by a
magnitude 4.5 earthquake in Taichung and a
series of high-profile "lawfare" and social
stability incidents, including a major counter-
intelligence failure within Iran that suggests a
deep penetration of regional powers by Israeli
intelligence. The convergence of global war,
domestic legislative dysfunction, and natural
disasters paints a picture of a state struggling
to maintain strategic focus during a period of
peak global volatility.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Israel-Iran "Total War" Escalation

* Israel launched a massive strike involving
50 aircraft and 100 bunker-buster bombs,
destroying a secret military bunker and

killing Iranian Supreme Leader Khamenei.

e Iran has retaliated with drone strikes on
US-owned oil facilities in Iraq and energy
infrastructure in Qatar, leading to a
shutdown of major LNG plants.

e US military spending has reached
unprecedented levels, totaling 345 billion
dollars in four days to sustain the air
campaign and missile defense.
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* A massive intelligence breach was
revealed: a 201-person Iranian counter-
intelligence unit was entirely compromised
and flipped by Israeli operatives in 2024.

Taiwan’s Legislative and Budgetary Crisis

» The Legislative Yuan is debating a 1.25
trillion NTD defense special budget and a
250 billion NTD investment in the US,
facing stiff opposition over transparency.

* Major political fallout has occurred as 29
DPP legislators were absent for critical
votes, with some reportedly traveling to
Tokyo for baseball games.

* The "Bluebird" (F5) political movement is
facing internal fractures, with leaders like
Shen Pao-yang attempting to distance the
movement from mainstream DPP
supporters.

Taichung Magnitude 4.5 Earthquake

* A shallow earthquake centered in
Taichung’s Xitun District caused significant
alarm, with residents reporting loud "bomb-
like" booms and visible ground fissures.

* The quake struck near high-value real
estate and government centers, leading to
concerns about undiscovered fault lines
beneath the "7th Redevelopment Zone."

Agricultural and Industrial Innovation

* New aquaculture techniques, including
"humane slaughter" and specialized feeds,
have allowed Taiwanese producers to
obtain the first EU certification for milkfish
exports.

* Al integration in farming has successfully

automated 75% of aquaculture workflows,

reducing labor dependency in a shrinking
workforce.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Defense Procurement
The Ministry of National Defense is under
intense pressure to sign procurement "letters
of offer and acceptance" (LOA) for F-16V
upgrades and missile systems before a March
15 deadline. Critics argue the government is
acting as a "cash cow" for US defense
contractors without sufficient oversight of the
900 billion NTD portion of the budget that
remains opaque.

Energy Security The Middle East conflict has
directly impacted Asian energy markets.
Qatar has declared force majeure on ILNG
shipments after drone attacks, forcing
regional governments to consider fuel
rationing and "three-day weekends" to reduce

power consumption by 15%.

Al & Technology Policy Al is being deployed
as a critical solution to Taiwan's labor
shortage. Innovations in unmanned drone
fertilization have increased crop yields by
15%, while AI diagnostic tools are being
standardized in hospitals to reduce nursing
administrative burdens. However, the US is
reportedly preparing new Al chip regulations
that would require global buyers to seek US
Commerce Department approval, asserting
"computational sovereignty."

Domestic Stability & Social Order Taiwan
is seeing a rise in "road rage" and erratic
behavior, exemplified by a "Grandpa" (Ffdt)
performing dangerous motorcycle stunts in
traffic and a spike in DUI-related hit-and-runs
involving high-speed collisions. Furthermore,
a "random attack" trend and an incident of a
hoax threat to kill people at the Lantern
Festival highlight simmering social tensions.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative session has been dominated by
emergency defense funding and international
investment mandates, though progress is
hampered by significant quorum issues and
partisan friction regarding the executive
branch's transparency on US-led defense
initiatives.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Defense Special Budget (NT$1.25
Trillion): Aimed at emergency
procurement of asymmetric warfare

capabilities and replenishing munitions.
Controversy remains over the transparency
0of 900 billion of the total amount.

* TPS New Capital Expenditure Control
Act: Proposed by the opposition to limit
government spending on specific
international tech ventures, which passed
the committee review on March 6.

* US Investment Mandate (NT$250
Billion): A proposal to invest heavily in
US-based industries to secure strategic
alignment, criticized by some as insufficient
to ensure national security.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* MND Press Briefing: Defense officials
urged the legislature to approve funds
before the March 15 I.OA deadline for
missile purchases.

* Legislative Yuan Floor Vote: A session

marred by the absence of 29 legislators,

leading to a failure to move forward on key
livelihood budget items.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Asymmetric Warfare Costs and Economic
Attrition A critical theme emerging from the
Middle East conflict is the cost-imbalance of
modern warfare. Iran is utilizing low-cost
drones (costing tens of thousands of dollars)
to force the US and Israel to expend
interceptor missiles costing millions. This
"asymmetric economic warfare" is a blueprint
for future regional conflicts, threatening to
bankrupt even major powers through rapid
munitions depletion. The US demand for a
"four-fold increase" in production from seven
major defense contractors underscores the
lack of industrial readiness for sustained high-
intensity conflict.

The Politicization of National Defense in
Taiwan National security in Taiwan is being
increasingly viewed through a lens of political
theater. The backlash against legislators for
attending the World Baseball Classic instead
of attending budget hearings suggests a
public that is increasingly cynical about the
"urgency" claimed by the government. The
attempt by "Bluebird" activists to distance
themselves from the DPP indicates a
fracturing of the pro-sovereignty coalition,
which may complicate the passage of future
defense special budgets.

Al as a Demographic Hedge Taiwan’s rapid
pivot toward Al in aquaculture and healthcare
is not merely a technological trend but a

desperate  hedge against demographic
collapse and labor shortages. The successful

implementation of AI to manage nutrient
levels and medical diagnoses indicates that
"labor-intensive" industries are being forcibly
transformed into "capital-intensive" Al-driven
sectors. This shift creates a new economic
divide between "tech-literate" workers and
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those in traditional "liberal arts" roles who

face significantly lower starting salaries.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Oil prices will
likely breach $100/barrel if Iranian domestic
unrest does not lead to a regime change
following Khamenei's death. In Taiwan, expect
a tense showdown in the legislature as the
March 15 defense contract deadline
approaches. Social order may remain strained
following the Taichung earthquake as
authorities investigate "unrecorded fault
lines."

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Global supply
chains will experience a "3C product winter"
as memory and chip costs rise due to Middle
East logistics failures and maritime blockades.
Taiwan will likely implement stricter "DUI and
hit-and-run" penalties following a wave of
lethal high-speed accidents involving young,
unlicensed, or intoxicated drivers.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The US will likely
solidify "Computational Sovereignty" policies,
creating a global licensing regime for high-
end Al chips. Taiwan’s agricultural sector will
become almost entirely automated via AlI,
potentially serving as a global model for aging
societies, while the "Bluebird" movement may
evolve into a third-party political force
independent of the DPP.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The US and its allies must urgently
diversify energy sources away from the
Persian Gulf, as Iran’s asymmetric drone

capabilities have proven capable of
shutting down "Desert Eye" radar and

energy hubs with minimal investment.

* Security architectures in East Asia must
account for the "WBC factor"—the reality
that domestic political distractions can

create windows of legislative vulnerability

during high-tension periods.

e Diplomatic pressure should be applied to
ensure that "humanitarian corridors" for
stranded travelers and cargo in the Middle
East are maintained as Qatar and others
declare force majeure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics and shipping firms should prepare
for prolonged maritime blockades and a
significant increase in insurance premiums
for any cargo transiting near conflict zones.

* Investment in Al-driven agricultural tech
and medical automation in Taiwan remains
a high-growth opportunity as the labor gap

* Retailers and food service operators must
increase "biosecurity" and supply chain
transparency, particularly after incidents of

parasites in raw seafood and collective food

poisoning in high-traffic tourist areas.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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