TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

GLOBOVISION

MARCH 7, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

VENEZUELA NAVIGATES NORMALIZATION WITH TRUMP
AMID DOMESTIC & GLOBAL CRISES (MARCH 2026 REPORT)

GLANCE: Pivotal Moment. Diplomatic Thaw with US. Economic Concessions (Gold, Energy).
omestic “Amnesty” & Communal Vote. Crises: Yellow Fever & Global Energy Turmoil.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & CONVERGING PATHS

US-VENEZUELA RAPPROCHEMENT CRISES THREATENING

& ECONOMIC SHIFTS

e

_OFAC L
License 51  US Treasury Account
Energy Deals (Shell) & Gold Transactions

“RE-INSTITUTIONALIZATION”

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY:
Yellow Fever Qutbreak.
Deaths Confirmed.
Mandatory Vaccination Checkpoints
(Tachira, Holy Week).

Interim Pres. Delcy Rodriguez welcomes Trump recognition.
Mutual Respect & “Good Intelligence”.

DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE & JUDICIAL SHIFTS

Wl &%

National Popular
Amnesty Law: Consultation (Mar 8):
7,600+ Liberated. 5,336 Communal Circuits,
Reconciliation Tool.  "Direct Government" Projects.

GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL CONFLICT:
Operation Furia Epica
Iran Regime Decapitated, Power Vacuum.
Global Energy Crisis. Missile Attacks
in Persian Gulf.

Venezuela as Stable
Energy Alternative.
Internal Inflation: 51.94%
(Jan-Feb 2026), 475% (2025).

Judicial System Reform:
Access to Justice, Decentralization.

ECONOMIC SECURITY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
& STATECRAFT

& REGIONAL INFLUENCE

Mixed-Capital Enterprises
(Mining, Strategic Minerals).
Inflation Remains High.

(E:géagas Stoclé E)l(change

Al Deployed to Debunk Deepfakes. T inance Diploma.

State-Controlled Al as “M“ Attracting Forelpgn
“Validator of Truth”. = =, Investment.

Revitalizing Relations with Europe
(Tourism, Direct Flights).
Esequibo Dispute as Cornerstone.

& LT . Trend: Epidemiological Fragility.
3 Trend: “Normalization” as Economic i i i
Trend: Al as the New Censor. Survival. Re-entry to Dollar System. o s‘:;.e:::Rhtyéoﬁgg:g)"‘garkets

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

LK)

Gold License Preceent (“Escrow-Style" Relief).
Esequibo Gas as Energy Security Priority.
Regional Health Cooperation Crucial.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

o v B

Risk: Electricity Grid Collapse (Microgrids Essential).
Opportunity: ESG-Compliant Finance
Green Bonds, Sustainable Ag).
Compliance: Strict Adherence to US Treasury Rules
(“Hard-Stop” on Triangulation).

(1-4 Weeks)

Surge in
Communal Projects.
Yellow Fever
Checkpoints
Cause Delays.

(1-6 Months)

Accelerated US
0l Licenses.
Potential Monetary
Reconversion or
Austerity if
Inflation Persists.

(1-5 Years)

“Communal
Government” Model
Solidifies. Western-
Aligned Energy Bloc

(Shell, Chevron).
Cooling
China/Russia Ties?
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
Venezuelan statecraft as the administration of
Interim President Delcy Rodriguez
aggressively pursues diplomatic normalization
with the United States under President
Donald Trump. This rapprochement is
characterized by  significant economic
concessions, including the issuance of OFAC
License 51 for gold transactions and new
energy partnerships with Shell.
Simultaneously, Venezuela is attempting to
stabilize its domestic social order through a
massive "Amnesty Law" that has already
granted liberty to over 7,600 individuals,
while preparing for a "National Popular
Consultation" on March 8 to delegate
resource management to over 5,000
communal circuits.

However, this narrative of "re-
institutionalization" and peace is threatened

by two converging crises. Domestically, a

lethal Yellow Fever outbreak has prompted
mandatory vaccination checkpoints and travel
restrictions across several states, highlighting
vulnerabilities in public health infrastructure.
Globally, the outbreak of "Operation Furia
Epica"—a massive military offensive against
Iran—has triggered a global energy crisis and
a power vacuum in the Middle East, forcing
Venezuela to position itself as a stable energy
alternative while managing internal inflation
that remains stubbornly high, surpassing 50%
in the first two months of 2026 alone.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Venezuela Diplomatic and Economic
Rapprochement

* The Venezuelan government is inspecting
its embassy and consulates in Washington

and other US cities to repair structures

damaged during previous years of
diplomatic rupture.

* Interim President Delcy Rodriguez has
publicly welcomed recognition from
President Donald Trump, expressing a
desire for long-term relations based on
mutual respect and "good intelligence."

* The US Department of the Treasury issued
License 51, allowing transactions with
Minerben for the sale of Venezuelan gold to
the United States, provided payments are
directed to a specialized US Treasury
account.

* Energy analysts highlight a new agreement
between Shell and the Venezuelan state to
exploit gas and oil in Monagas, though
success depends on addressing chronic

electricity shortages in the region.
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Domestic Governance and Judicial Shifts

* The "Amnesty Law" has resulted in 7,654
individuals receiving full li , including
those previously under cautelary measures;
the commission continues to process over
12,000 applications.

National @ Assembly  President  Jorge
Rodriguez is pushing for a total reform of
the justice system to ensure that lack of
resources does not impede access to legal
representation or fair trials.

A national vote scheduled for March 8 will
see citizens in 5,336 communal circuits
choose local development projects, which
the government claims is 40% more
efficient than traditional bureaucratic
spending.

Public Health Emergency: Yellow Fever
Outbreak

* Health authorities confirmed at least two
deaths from Yellow Fever in Lara state,
with 36 cases identified nationally across
four primary states: Aragua, Lara,
Portuguesa, and Barinas.

* A "sanitary alert" has been issued, and
vaccination will be mandatory for travel to
certain regions, including Tachira, starting
in the Holy Week period.

* The vaccination targets
individuals between 1 and 59 years old, as
the vaccine uses live attenuated viruses
that are risky for infants and seniors.

campaign

Global Geopolitical Conflict: Operation
Furia Epica

e Military analysts report that US-led
"Operation Furia Epica" has decapitated
the Iranian regime, leading to a systemic

power vacuum and a global energy crisis.

e Conflict has spread to the Persian Gulf,
with reports of missile attacks on Bahrain
and Qatar and Iranian retaliation against
the USS Abraham Lincoln.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al and Information Sovereignty

* The "Grock" Al system has been deployed
to debunk viral deepfakes, including
fabricated footage of missile attacks in
Bahrain and distorted "Epstein file" leaks
used to disinform the public.

* Authorities warn that even real document
releases are being polluted with fake digital
material submitted by the public to
generate mystery and viral engagement.

Economic Security and Statecraft

e The Central Bank of Venezuela (BCV)
reported that inflation in 2025 closed at
475.28%, with the first two months of 2026
showing an alarming 51.94% cumulative
increase.

* State mining policy is shifting toward a
model of mixed-capital enterprises similar
to the Hydrocarbons Law, focusing on
strategic minerals and rare earth elements.

e The Bolsa de Valores de Caracas is
launching a Sustainability Finance Diploma
to align Venezuelan capital markets with
international ESG (Environmental, Social,
and Governance) standards to attract
foreign investment funds.

International Relations and Regional
Influence

* Venezuela is seeking to revitalize relations
with Europe, hosting high-level meetings
with Polish diplomats to boost tourism and
direct flights to Margarita Island.
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* The Esequibo territorial dispute remains a
cornerstone of foreign policy; legal experts
argue Venezuela’s case is stronger than

Argentina’s claim to the Malvinas because
of the specific framework of the 1966

Geneva Agreement.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently focused on
an aggressive legislative agenda aimed at
"legal  security" to facilitate foreign
investment and internal reconciliation. This
includes major revisions to the foundational
laws governing the nation's primary resources
and the judiciary.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Amnesty Law: Legislation providing full
pardons or alternative
thousands of citizens. It is being used as a
primary tool for national reconciliation and
to encourage the return of political exiles.

measures for

* Reform of the Hydrocarbons Law:
Passed unanimously to allow more flexible

partnerships with companies like Shell and
Chevron.

* Mining Law Reform: A proposed overhaul
to adopt the "mixed enterprise" model in
the mining sector, specifically for strategic
minerals and gold.

* Judicial System Reform: A legislative
effort to decentralize the judiciary and

prevent the penalization of poverty.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Diplomatic Inspection Briefing: Vice
Minister Rander Pefia reported on the

physical state of consulates in the US and

the plan for their total restoration.

* Amnesty Progress Report: Jorge Arriaza
detailed the 12,233 applications for
amnesty received, clarifying that even
those in self-imposed exile for "usurpation
of functions" are being considered.

* Communal Consultation Launch: Delcy
Rodriguez and communal leaders held a
press event to promote the March 8 vote,
emphasizing "direct government" by the
people.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Normalization" Narrative as

Economic Survival

The Venezuelan state is undergoing a massive
rebranding. By embracing the Trump
administration and facilitating the entry of
major Western energy and mining firms, the
Rodriguez interim presidency is attempting to
de-risk the investment climate. This is not
merely a diplomatic shift but a structural
necessity; with 2025 inflation at 475%, the
state can no longer sustain itself without re-
entering the US dollar-denominated financial
system. The use of "Amnesty" serves as the
domestic counterpart to this rebranding,
designed to neutralize opposition and present
a facade of stability to international
observers.

Epidemiological Fragility in a Mobile
Society

The Yellow Fever outbreak exposes the limits
of the government's "normalization" efforts.
While the state discusses ‘'rare earth
minerals" and "high-level tourism," it is
simultaneously forced to threaten travel bans
at state borders for those without 20-year-old
vaccination cards. This indicates a "dual-
state" reality where advanced capital markets
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in Caracas coexist with a collapsing sanitary
barrier in the interior. The outbreak also

appears to be a regional trend, with Brazil
and Colombia reporting similar virus
circulation, suggesting that regional
migration remains a vector for disease.

Al as the New Censor

A recurring theme is the reliance on the
"Grock" system to arbitrate truth. The
transcripts show a government and media

apparatus that is increasingly outsourcing
fact-checking to AI. While this helps debunk

legitimate deepfakes, it also creates a
dangerous precedent where the state-
controlled Al becomes the sole validator of
historical records, as seen in the dismissal of
"1984 experiments" and "distorted" leaks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
reported communal project successes
following the March 8 vote, used to legitimize
the interim presidency. Epidemiologically, the
Yellow Fever "sanitary fence" will likely cause
significant transport delays during Holy Week
as mili heckpoin mand vaccin r
at state lines.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The energy
crisis triggered by the collapse of Iran will
likely lead to an acceleration of US licenses
for Venezuelan oil. If inflation continues at the
current 25% monthly rate (Jan-Feb average),
another monetary reconversion or extreme
austerity measures may be required by mid-
year.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the US-Venezuela
rapprochement  holds, the
government" model may solidify into a
permanent parallel state, where traditional
municipal bureaucracies are replaced by

"communal

direct-funding circuits. Structurally, the re-
entry of Western ‘"supermajors" (Shell,
Chevron) will lock Venezuela back into a
Western-aligned energy bloc, potentially
cooling relations with China and Russia as US
Treasury oversight of gold and oil becomes
the norm.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The US-Venezuela gold license sets a
precedent for ‘"escrow-style" sanctions
relief; other nations may seek similar carve-
outs for debt repayment through resource
extraction.

* The power vacuum in Iran significantly

elevates the geopolitical value of the
Esequibo gas fields, making a resolution of

the IC] case a global energy security
priority.

Regional health cooperation must be
prioritized; the Yellow Fever outbreak is
cross-border and could threaten regional
aviation hubs if not contained.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Risk: Operational continuity for new
energy projects is threatened by the
lectrici ri 11 ; investors must
factor in self-generation costs (microgrids)
as a baseline requirement.

* Opportunity: The move toward ESG-
compliant finance in the Caracas Stock
Exchange suggests an opening for green-
bonds and sustainable agriculture (e.g.,
organic coffee/cacao) directed at European
markets.
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* Compliance: Strict adherence to the US
Treasury reporting requirements for gold
and oil is mandatory; "triangulation" with
China or sanctioned entities (Russia/Iran)
remains a "hard-stop" for OFAC licenses.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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