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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

OPERATION TRUE PROMISE IV:
IRAN TRANSITIONS TO TOTAL WAR & PROVISIONAL GOVERNANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: DAY 8, MARCH 7, 2026 - “RAMADAN WAR"

TRIGGER: U.S-lsraeli assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei. GOVERNANCE: Provisional Leadership Council (Article 111). RESPONSE: Multi-theater campaign, 26 missile/drone waves.

COGNITIVE & ECONOMIC @ DOMESTIC & REGIONAL

ESCALATION & OPERATIONAL SHIFT

E% IRGC MISSILE FORCES
U.S. NAVAL BASES
(BAHRAIN)
AIRBASES
(UAE, QATAR)

% ENERGY FACILITIES

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

CASUALTIES CLAIMED:
220+ U.S. personnel,
high-value targets.
Israeli generals/Mossad
agents (unconfirmed).

TRUE PROMISE IV:
600+ missiles, 26 waves.
WAR OF INFRASTRUCTURE: Only older generations
Targeting U.S./allied assets, &Qadr, Emad) used so far.
naval bases, energy hubs. (Fattah,
Khyber-Shekan) reserved.

E g = st =

CIVILIAN & INFRASTRUCTURE
TARGETING:

U.S. strike on Minab school (175
children killed). Retaliation on
U.S.-linked infrastructure (Tehran
Refinery, desalination plants).
Regional hosts are legitimate targets.

TOTAL MARITIME BLOCKADE:
U.S./Israeli vessels targeted.
Tankers (Lewis P, Prima) hit.

Regional trade paralyzed.

WARFARE

IRANIAN MEDIA NARRATIVE
-UsS.
7 desperation
"~ Moral decay
+ Rumors of
« Existential
“war of honor”

WAR OF TARGETICS:
Targeting the Uterd bastic,
targets to mahter “war dene”

umr to enreprosenis.

DOMESTIC STABILITY:
Leancing act. Stern warnings
“Flifth Column” damage.

INFORMATION WARFARE
& COGNITIVE OPS:
Dehumanizing adversaries
(“Flesh-eaters”), amplifying
Epstein rumors. Framing war
as moral battle.

DYNAMICS

$150/BARREL?

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK:
Hormuz closure, surging oil
prices, trillions in international
market losses.

CIVILIAN
NORMALCY
(telework,
medical license
extension)

-_—

TOTAL
MOBILIZATION
(citizens rallyin,

“rally “round
the flag” effect)
A4

DOMESTIC STABILITY:
Balancing act. Stern warnings

against “Fifth Column” an
filming strike damage.

REGIONAL POWER PROJECTION
& ALLIANCES:

“Axis of Resistance” activated
(Irag, Lebanon). Targeting
Kurdish separatist bases and
U.S. logistics companies.

KEY GOVERNANCE & LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

ELITE POLITICS & SUCCESSION:
Provisional Council manages operations.
Pressure for permanent “Third Vali-e
Fagih” to prevent vacuum.

EMERGENCY LEGISLATION:
Article 111 activation.
Telework directive (70% staff).
Automatic medical license extension.

HEARINGS & EVENTS:

President Pezeshkian address (apology, waming).
IRGC briefing (THAAD/Patriot destroyed).
Intelligence warning (Article 4 penalties

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

VULNERABILITY OF “GLASS PALACES":
Targeting UAE economic model (Al-Dhafra,
data centers). Gulf prosperity seen as
dependent on Iranian tolerance.

END OF “STRATEGIC PATIENCE":
Abandoning restraint. Assassination is the
“Red Line" for “unlimited defense”. Risking

total regional collapse for survival.

COGNITIVE WARFARE & MORAL
DEHUMANIZATION:
Framing war in moral/religious terms to insulate
population and demonize U.S. “soft power".

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
+ Select Supreme Leader.

IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

+ “Infrastructure for Infrastructure” strikes.
+ Diplomatic offensive (UN, Russia, China).

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
+ Global energy shock -> political instability in West (U.S. elections).
+ Potential localized Kurdish land war.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
+ End of U.S.-led security architecture? New regional order
(Iran-Arab condo, moderated by Beijing/Moscow?).

INTERNATIONAL POLICY:

+ Engage Provisional Council (de-escalation).
+ Hormuz closure is real.

+ Monitor Russian-Iranian coordination.

PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:

+ Supply Chain Shock (reroute via Cape).

« Energy Volatility (war damage risk to Gulf infrastructure).
« Cyber/Infrastructure Risk (U.S. data centers as targets).
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FOLLOWING LEADERSHIP
ASSASSINATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks the eighth day of the
"Ramadan War," a high-intensity regional
conflict triggered by a joint U.S.-Israeli
offensive that successfully assassinated the
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Despite the loss of its
paramount leader and several top military
commanders, the Iranian state has maintained
structural integrity under a Provisional
Leadership Council established via Article 111
of the Constitution. Tehran has retaliated
through "Operation True Promise IV," a multi-
theater campaign involving over 26 waves of
missile and drone strikes targeting U.S. and
Israeli assets across the Middle East.
Strategic focus has shifted toward a "war of
infrastructure," with Iranian strikes hitting
U.S. naval bases in Bahrain, airbases in the
UAE and Qatar, and energy facilities, while
the Strait of Hormuz has been effectively

closed to "hostile" commercial and military
traffic.

The conflict is characterized by a massive
escalation in cognitive and economic warfare.
Iranian media is actively promoting narratives
of U.S. desperation and "moral decay,"
leveraging inflammatory rumors regarding the
U.S. presidency to galvanize
support. Economically, the closure of Hormuz
has sparked a global energy shock, with oil
prices surging and international markets
suffering trillions in losses. Domestically, Iran
is balancing a state of total mobilization with

domestic

efforts to maintain civilian normalcy, even as
U.S. strikes increasingly target Iranian
infrastructure, including water desalination
plants and oil refineries. The narrative has
transitioned from "strategic patience" to an
existential "war of honor," with officials
declaring that the conflict will only end with
the total expulsion of U.S. forces from the
region.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* State Succession and Provisional
Governance: Following the martyrdom of
Ayatollah Khamenei, Iran is being governed
by a Provisional Ieadership Council
comprising President Pezeshkian, Judiciary
Chief Mohseni-Ejei, and a jurist from the
Guardian Council. The Assembly of Experts
is under immense pressure to expedite the
selection of a permanent successor to

ensure long-term stability.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260307_020000

e Massive U.S. and Israeli Casualties
Claimed: Iranian military authorities

reported the killing or wounding of over

220 U.S. military personnel in a single day
of strikes. High-value targets included the

U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain and the Al-Dhafra
airbase in the UAE. Reports also cited
unconfirmed Russian data alleging the
deaths of six Israeli generals and 32
Mossad agents during the first three days
of the conflict.

* Operational Escalation of True Promise
IV: The IRGC has launched over 600
ballistic and cruise missiles in 26 distinct
waves. Military spokesmen emphasize that
only older missile generations (Qadr, Emad)
have been used thus far, with advanced
hypersonic assets like the Fattah and multi-
warhead Khyber-Shekan missiles reserved
for future escalations.

*» Total Maritime Blockade of Hostile
Assets: The IRGC Navy has declared the
Strait of Hormuz closed to any vessels
affiliated with the U.S., Israel, or their
allies. Multiple tankers, including the
"Tewis P" and "Prima," were targeted by
suicide drones for ignoring warnings,
effectively paralyzing regional maritime
trade.

Civilian Infrastructure Targeting: A U.S.
strike on a school in Minab reportedly
killed 175 children, an event Tehran is
using to frame the coalition as "child-
killers." In retaliation, Iran has struck U.S.-
linked infrastructure and warned that
regional neighbors hosting U.S. bases
(UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain) are now
legitimate targets.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Succession Stability: The
sudden vacancy in the Supreme Leadership

has triggered the constitutional "Provisional
Council" mechanism. While the council
manages daily operations and military
commands, religious and political elites are
calling for an immediate selection of the
"Third Vali-e Fagih" to prevent a vacuum that
the U.S. might exploit to incite a "regime
change" from within.

Energy Security & Global Markets: The
Iranian "energy card" has been fully deployed.
Analysts on state media suggest oil could hit
$150 per barrel if the Hormuz blockade
persists. Domestic energy security is also
under threat following a U.S. strike on the
Tehran Oil Refinery, though officials claim
strategic reserves remain sufficient for
months of high-intensity conflict.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: State
media is portraying a "rally 'round the flag"
effect, claiming that even citizens previously
critical of the government have joined
spontaneous nightly rallies to defend the
nation. However, the Ministry of Intelligence
has issued stern warnings against a "Fifth
Column" filming strike damage for foreign
media, indicating concerns over internal
subversion.

Information Warfare & Cognitive Ops:
Tehran is engaging in aggressive character
assassination of the U.S. leadership. State
media commentators have amplified bizarre
and unverified rumors regarding President
Trump's alleged links to the Epstein case and
sensationalist claims of "flesh-eating" rituals
to dehumanize the adversary and frame the
war as a battle between "Humanity and the
Flesh-Eaters."

Regional Power Projection & Alliances:

Iran has moved to strike Kurdish separatist
bases in Iraq, alleging they are acting as "foot
soldiers" for the U.S.-Israeli coalition.
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Concurrently, the "Axis of Resistance" in Iraq
and Lebanon has been activated, with Iraqi
groups targeting U.S. logistics companies like
KBR and Halliburton.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance during the eighth day of the war
focuses on administrative flexibility and the
emergency legal powers of the Provisional
Council to maintain essential services and
social order.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Article 111 Implementation: The legal
activation of the Provisional I.eadership
Council to exercise the Supreme
Leader's powers, including military
command and judicial appointments,
until a successor is named.

]

Telework and Emergency Labor
Policy: A new Administrative Directive
allows provincial governors to implement
teleworking for up to 70% of staff to
mitigate the risk of casualties during
daytime airstrikes on
buildings.

government

o Medical Licensing Extension: The
Ministry of Health and the Medical
Council have automatically extended all
medical licenses through April 2026 to
ensure the healthcare workforce remains
fully active during the crisis.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Presidential Address: President
Pezeshkian delivered a  televised
message apologizing to neighbors for
regional instability but reiterating that
hosting U.S. bases is an act of war
against Iran.

o IRGC Operational Briefing:
Spokesman General Nayini provided a
comprehensive report on the first seven
days of the war, claiming the destruction
of U.S. THAAD and Patriot radar systems
in Qatar, Jordan, and the UAE.

o Ministry of Intelligence
CommuniquA©: A formal warning to
the "Fifth Column" regarding the harsh
legal penalties (Article 4 of the Law
against Cooperation with Hostile States)
for sharing military information via
social media.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Strategic Patience": A
dominant narrative in today's transcripts is
the formal abandonment of Iran's long-
standing policy of restraint. Officials argue
that for years, Iran "swallowed" provocations
(e.g., the Soleimani and Nasrallah
assassinations) to maintain regional peace.
The assassination of the Supreme leader is
presented as the "Red Line" that has moved
Iran into a state of "unlimited defense." This
shift signals to the international community
that Iran is now willing to risk total regional
collapse to secure its survival.

The Vulnerability of "Glass Palaces":
Iranian rhetoric has specifically targeted the
UAE and its economic model. By striking Al-
Dhafra and referencing the vulnerability of
Dubai's high-rises and Al data centers, Tehran
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is communicating that the Arab Gulf's
economic prosperity is entirely dependent on
Iranian tolerance. The phrase "gl 1 !
is used as a metaphor for the perceived
fragility of regional states that rely on U.S.
protection, contrasting it with Iran's "deep-
rooted" civilization and underground missile
cities.

Cognitive Warfare and Moral
Dehumanization: The focus on the Epstein
scandal and bizarre rumors regarding the U.S.
president's behavior indicates a highly
sophisticated attempt to frame the war in
moral and religious terms rather than purely
geopolitical ones. By characterizing the
enemy as "flesh-eaters" and "abusers of
children,"
population from U.S. "soft power" and ensure
that any pro-U.S. sentiment is viewed as a
moral abomination.

Tehran aims to insulate its

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The primary
domestic objective will be the formal selection
of the next Supreme Leader. Militarily, expect
an  escalation in  "Infrastructure for
Infrastructure" strikes; if Iran's refineries
continue to be hit, it will likely launch non-
reversible strikes on Aramco or UAE energy
hubs. The humanitarian crisis from the Minab
and Tehran strikes will be used to fuel a
diplomatic offensive at the UN, led by Russia
n ntially China.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the war of
attrition continues, the global energy shock
will likely lead to severe political instability in
Western nations ahead of the U.S. November
elections. Iran claims to have stockpiled
enough munitions for six months of high-
intensity conflict. The "Kurdish front" in Iraq
may become a localized land war if separatist

groups attempt to infiltrate Iranian territory
under U.S. air cover.

Long Term (1-5 Years): This conflict
represents the potential end of the 1945 U.S.-
led security architecture in the Persian Gulf.
Regardless of the tactical outcome, the
psychological barrier to striking U.S. carriers
and bases has been broken. A "Strong Iran"
scenario would see the expulsion of U.S.
forces and a new regional order where the
Arab states are forced to enter a security
condominium  with  Tehran, potentially
moderated by Beijing or Moscow.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The "Provisional Council" is currently the
primary interlocutor. Diplomatic channels
must be established with President
Pezeshkian and the Article 111 Council to
discuss de-escalation, as they currently
hold the "fire" authority for the IRGC.

* The closure of Hormuz is not a "bluff." Iran
has demonstrated the intent and capability

to target Marshall Islands-flagged and U.S.-

owned tankers with high precision.

* Monitor Russian-Iranian coordination; the
Pezeshkian-Putin call indicates a strategic
alignment where Russia may provide
intelligence or satellite data to assist
Iranian targeting of U.S. naval assets.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e Supply Chain Shock: With 25,000
regional flights canceled and maritime
routes through Hormuz and potentially Bab
al-Mandab compromised, global logistics
must reroute entirely around the Cape of
Good Hope.
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* Energy Volatility: The threat to
desalination plants and oil infrastructure in
the Gulf means that any investments in
UAE or Saudi coastal industrial zones carry
extreme "war damage" risk.

* Cyber and Infrastructure Risk: U.S. data
centers in the region (e.g., Amazon hubs in
the UAE) are explicitly named as potential
targets for Iranian electronic or physical
sabotage.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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