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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S

SUPREME LEADER HAS TRIGGERED

A REGIONAL CONFLAGRATION,

THREATENING GLOBAL ENERGY

SECURITY AND FORCING

INDONESIA INTO A DUAL-FRONT

CRISIS OF EMERGENCY DIPLOMACY

AND DOMESTIC CORRUPTION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  7,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

inflection  point  in  global  geopolitics  as  the

Middle  East  enters  a  state  of  total  war

following  the  assassination  of  Iranian

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. US

and  Israeli  forces  conducted  a  massive

bunker-buster strike on Tehran, leading to the

collapse  of  the  Iranian  leadership  hierarchy

and  prompting  the  Islamic  Revolutionary

Guard  Corps  (IRGC)  to  launch  "Operation

True  Promise  4."  This  retaliation  involves

waves of missile and drone strikes targeting

US  assets  in  Kuwait,  Iraq,  and  the  UAE,

alongside  a  total  blockade  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.  The  US  Congress  failed  to  pass

resolutions to halt President Donald Trump’s

military  aggression,  effectively  granting  a

"green light" for continued operations, while

Trump  has  demanded  Iran’s  unconditional

surrender and claimed the right to hand-pick

a successor regime.

For  Indonesia,  the  crisis  is  immediate  and

multi-dimensional.  Domestically,  the

government  is  grappling  with  a  high-profile

corruption  scandal  as  the  KPK  named

Pekalongan Regent Fadia Arafik a suspect in

an  outsourcing  kickback case  involving

billions  of  rupiah.  Simultaneously,  the

Ministry  of  Communication  and  Digital  has

issued  a  landmark  "Digital  Sovereignty"

decree,  banning  children  under  16  from

accessing  major  social  media platforms

starting March 28. Economically, the blockade

of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  threatens  40%  of

global  oil  supplies,  forcing  the  Finance

Ministry  to  prepare  for  a  "worst-case"

scenario of oil hitting $150 per barrel, which

would  necessitate  drastic  budget

realignments  and  potential  fuel  price  hikes

during the holy month of Ramadan.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Assassination of Khamenei and Global

Retaliation 

US-Israeli forces utilized 50 jet fighters

to  destroy  a  strategic  bunker in

Tehran,  killing  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei and over 1,000 civilians in the

opening waves.

Iran has retaliated with its 26th wave of

missile  strikes,  targeting  the  Al-Udeid,

Al-Dafra, and Camp Udairi bases across

the Persian Gulf.

Iranian  President  Masoud  Pezeshkian

issued  a  diplomatic  apology to  Arab

neighbors  for  "accidental"  missile

overflights  while  maintaining  that  Iran

will not yield to US dictates regarding its

sovereignty.
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Total Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz 

The  IRGC has  closed  the  world’s  most

critical  energy  chokepoint,  stopping

commercial  shipping and threatening

global  energy  stability  and  supply

chains.

Global oil prices are surging toward $92/

barrel with projections of $150/barrel if

the  conflict  persists  into  the  next

quarter.

Indonesian Digital Sovereignty Decree 

The  government  issued

Permenkomdigi  No.  9  of  2026,

ordering  the  gradual  deactivation  of

social  media  accounts  for  all  citizens

under age 16.

The  ban  covers  platforms  including

YouTube,  TikTok,  Instagram,  and  X,

citing  a  digital  emergency regarding

child protection and mental health.

KPK  Crackdown  on  Pekalongan

Regency 

Pekalongan  Regent  Fadia  Arafik  was

arrested  in  a  KPK  sting  operation

related to a 19-billion-rupiah corruption

scheme involving local services.

Kickbacks  were  allegedly  channeled

through  the  Regent’s  husband  and

children,  highlighting  deep-seated

dynastic  corruption  in  regional

governance.

Emergency  Evacuation  and  Umrah

Disruptions 

The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs

(Kemenlu)  is  executing  a  multi-stage

evacuation of  329  Indonesian  citizens

(WNI)  in  Iran  via  Azerbaijan  due  to

worsening security.

Approximately 58,000 Indonesian Umrah

pilgrims  remain  stranded  in  Saudi

Arabia as  regional  airspace  closures

prevent return flights to Jakarta.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite  Politics  &  Leadership  Dynamics

Following  the  death  of  Khamenei,  Iran  has

established an Interim Leadership Council

including Ali Reza Arafi and the head of the

judiciary  to  maintain  order.  US  President

Trump’s  attempt  to  intervene  in  the

succession by  claiming  a  "right"  to  pick  a

new leader has been condemned by Tehran as

an illegal domestic interference. In Indonesia,

the arrest of Fadia Arafik represents a major

blow to regional political dynasties during an

election cycle.

Economic  Security  &  Statecraft Finance

Minister Purbaya Yudi Sadewa warned that if

oil  prices  remain  above  $92/barrel,  the

Indonesian fiscal deficit could widen to 3.6%

of  the  GDP.  The  government  is  considering

budget  reallocations from  non-productive

sectors and the Free Nutritious Meal program

to maintain fuel price stability.

Technology  Policy  &  Digital  Sovereignty

The new social media ban for minors marks

Indonesia  as  a  "non-Western  pioneer"  in

radical digital regulation to protect the youth.

Minister  Mutia  emphasized  that  this

"uncomfortable" step is necessary to reclaim

digital  sovereignty from global  tech giants

and platform risks.
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Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure

Indonesia’s  national  oil  reserves  currently

stand at  23 days,  slightly  above the 20-day

regional  energy  security  standard.  Minister

Bahlil  Lahadalia  urged  the  public  to  avoid

panic buying despite  the ongoing blockade

of the Strait of Hormuz.

Diplomatic Engagement Indonesia is facing

pressure  to  withdraw  from  the  Board  of

Peace  (BoP),  though  the  administration

maintains that staying is the best diplomatic

avenue  for  peace.  President  Prabowo

reportedly  cried  during  a  meeting with

Islamic  leaders  while  discussing  aid  for

Palestinian civilians.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day  was  characterized  by  emergency

executive decrees in Indonesia and the failure

of  legislative  oversight  in  the  United  States

regarding  war  powers.  Efforts  to  curb

executive  military  authority  were  soundly

defeated in the US Congress.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

US  War  Powers  Resolution  (SJ  Res

104): A  resolution  aimed  at  stopping

President Trump’s war with Iran; it  failed

in  the  House  (212-219)  on  Thursday

evening.

Indonesian  Permenkomdigi  No.  9  of

2026: A ministerial regulation establishing

a  ban  on  social  media  use  for  children

under 16.

Indonesian  PP  on  Digital  Protection:

Implementation rules related to the safety

of  minors in cyberspace under  the new

law.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

KPK  Press  Briefing: Formal

announcement  of  the  corruption  charges

against  the Pekalongan Regent and five

relatives and associates.

Finance  Ministry  Fiscal  Outlook:

Minister  Purbaya  detailed  the  impact  of

war-driven oil price volatility on the 2026

national budget.

Religious  Leader  Summit  at  State

Palace: President Prabowo met with MUI,

NU, and Muhammadiyah to discuss Middle

East peace and national unity.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Doctrine  of  Unconditional

Surrender 

The conflict has transitioned from a localized

exchange  to  an  ideological  war  for  regional

hegemony.  US  President  Trump’s  refusal  to

negotiate with Tehran and his demand for

"unconditional surrender" suggests a goal of

total regime change rather than de-escalation.

Iran's  strategy  has  shifted  to  asymmetric

endurance,  leveraging  its  geography—

specifically the Zagros Mountains—to deter a

potential US ground invasion, which analysts

characterize as "suicide" for Western forces in

the long term.

Digital  Protectionism  as  National

Security 

Indonesia’s  aggressive  move  against  social

media  platforms  (Permenkomdigi  9/2026)

signals a shift toward authoritarian digital

protectionism.  By  framing  children's  social

media  access  as  a  "digital  emergency,"  the

state  is  exerting  unprecedented  control
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over  international  tech  platforms  within  its

borders. This move is likely to strain relations

with  US-based  tech  firms  in  the  coming

weeks.

Dynastic  Corruption  and  State

Resilience 

The Pekalongan scandal highlights that while

Indonesia pursues global peace, its regional

governance remains  riddled  with  nepotistic

corruption. The involvement of the Regent’s

entire family in a service-contract kickback

scheme suggests that decentralized authority

continues to be a primary vulnerability for the

Indonesian state's integrity and public trust 

during crises.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant  increase  in  civilian  casualties  as

US-Israeli  forces  target  Iranian  urban

command  centers.  Global  oil  prices  will

likely  breach  $100/barrel,  triggering

emergency fuel subsidies or price hikes in

Indonesia  during  Idul  Fitri.  Domestic  social

media platforms in Indonesia will  face mass

account deletions as the March 28 deadline

for the ban approaches.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  Iranian

"Interim  Council"  will  likely  struggle  with

internal power plays between conservative

ulama  and  the  IRGC.  Indonesia  may  see

logistics disruptions for the Mudik season if

aviation  fuel  costs  soar  or  regional  stability

deteriorates  further.  The  Pekalongan

corruption case will likely broaden to include

more regional leaders as the KPK traces the

financial network.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

restructuring  of  the  Middle  East  security

architecture is likely, with a weakened Iran

potentially leading to a decade of insurgency.

Indonesia’s  digital  ban  could  create  a

generation gap in  tech literacy or  foster  a

robust  "underground"  internet  culture  to

bypass state controls.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Indonesia must leverage its membership in

the  Board  of  Peace to  secure  energy

corridors  for  non-combatant  nations  to

prevent economic collapse.

Immediate  coordination  with  OPEC+ is

required  to  offset  the  loss  of  Iranian  and

Hormuz-routed oil to stabilize global prices.

The Kemenlu must prepare for secondary

evacuations in neighboring Gulf states as

Iranian missiles target US bases in Kuwait

and the UAE.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain Risk: Manufacturers  must

find alternatives for components or goods

passing through the Strait of Hormuz due

to the blockade.

Regulatory Compliance: Tech companies

operating  in  Indonesia  must  immediately

implement  age-verification  systems to

comply with Permenkomdigi 9/2026 or face

deactivation.

Investment  Opportunity: Significant

capital  should  shift  toward  domestic

renewable  energy and  food  self-

sufficiency  projects  as  fossil  fuel  costs

become unsustainable.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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