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GLOBAL SECURITY FRACTURES AS
THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL
ESCALATE "OPERATION EPIC FURY"
AGAINST IRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in
global instability as the joint U.S.-Israeli
military campaign against Iran, dubbed
"Operation Epic Fury" (Epski bijes), enters its
sixth and seventh days. The conflict has
transitioned from targeted strikes to a
broader aerial resulting in
significant civilian casualties—including a
strike on a Tehran school that killed 165
students—and a total internet blackout across
Iran. The Trump administration has
articulated a shifting set of objectives,
ranging from the elimination of nuclear and
ballistic threats to an explicit desire for
regime change, drawing controversial
parallels to recent political transitions in
Venezuela. The ripple effects are being felt
acutely in Europe and the Balkans, where
energy prices have surged by 30% within
days, and diplomatic relations are fraying
under the weight of U.S. and Israeli pressure
on sovereign states to sever ties with Tehran.

campaign,

Regional dynamics are further complicated by
a breakdown in European Union cohesion.
While the Trump administration threatens
trade sanctions against dissenters like Spain,
the Israeli diplomatic corps has moved to an
aggressive posture, with Ambassador Gary
Koren demanding that Croatia sever all
diplomatic relations with Iran and investigate
alleged "sleeper cells" within its borders.
Simultaneously, the Balkan region faces its
own internal disruptions: Kosovo’s assembly
has been dissolved following a failure to elect
a president, and Serbia has issued a
provocative "traffic light" travel advisory that
classifies Croatia as a high-risk zone. This

convergence of a major Middle Eastern war,
energy insecurity, and aggressive diplomatic
realignment suggests a rapid decomposition
of the post-WWII international legal order,
replaced by a "might makes right" paradigm
that analysts warn is a prelude to global
conflict.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Middle East Conflict: Operation Epic
Fury

e The U.S. and Israel continue a massive
aerial campaign targeting central Tehran
and various military installations, with the
U.S. Navy sinking an Iranian drone carrier
and a regular ratcheting up of strikes on
Hezbollah assets in Beirut.

e The Pentagon has officially denied
responsibility for the strike on the Tehran
school, asserting that U.S. forces do not
target civilian sites, even as local reports
confirm over 4,000 structures destroyed
across the country.
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* Iran has rejected all calls for a ceasefire, KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
with military leaders claiming their missile

arsenals remain filled with advanced Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure
weaponry yet to be deployed in the conflict.

* Bosnia and Herzegovina is facing extreme

Balkan Diplomatic Crisis vulnerability due to its total reliance on

Russian gas and is being pressured to fast-

* Israeli Ambassador Gary Koren’s demand track the Southern Interconnection to
for Croatia to close the Iranian embassy import U.S. LNG via Croatia.

and vet local staff for "Revolutionary Guard
spies" has sparked a constitutional row,
with President Zoran Milanovic branding
the demands unacceptable and a violation

of national sovereignty.

* Hungary continues to spar with Ukraine
over oil transit, with Prime Minister Orban
demanding the restoration of flows through

the Druzhba pipeline while refusing to use

the Croatian JANAF alternative for Russian

* Serbia has introduced a "travel semafor," crude.
placing Croatia in the "orange zone"
alongside war-torn regions, a move seen by International Relations & Bloc Politics
observers as a political tool rather than a
purely security-based assessment. e The Trump administration is actively
seeking to fracture EU consensus on Iran,

e In Kosovo, President Vjosa Osmani
dissolved the assembly and called for early
elections after a failure to reach a
consensus on the presidency, plunging the

specifically threatening Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez with severed trade

ties over his opposition to the strikes.

state into renewed political uncertainty. * Turkey is pursuing a balancing act,
condemning the strikes to prevent a
Global Energy and Economic Shockwaves refugee influx of millions while maintaining
its role as a regional mediator between the
* The closure or threat to the Strait of West and Russia/Iran.
Hormuz has led to an immediate increase
in energy costs, prompting governments in Corruption & Rule of Law
the Balkans to consider activating strategic
oil reserves. *In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the

procurement of election scanners is mired
in controversy, with opposition leaders
alleging that contracts are being funneled
to firms linked to ruling parties SNSD and
HDZ to facilitate, rather than prevent,
electoral fraud.

* The U.S. Treasury has issued a 30-day "stop
gap" exemption for India to purchase

Russian o0il currently stranded at sea,
illustrating the desperate measures being
taken to manage global supply volatility.

Serbia’s judiciary is seeing a purge of
independent prosecutors—such as those
investigating major drug seizures and high-
level corruption—due to the controversial
"Mrdic's Laws" which force their return to
lower offices.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused heavily on
crisis management, judicial restructuring, and
local governance adjustments in response to
regional instability. High-profile "security
laws" in Serbia and administrative shifts in
the Sarajevo Canton dominated the domestic
agendas.

* Mrdic’s Laws (Serbia): These regulations
have begun causing a mass exodus of
prosecutors from the Office for Organized
Crime, effectively stalling investigations
into government-linked corruption and
large-scale narcotics cases.

* Vacant Property Fee (Sarajevo Canton):
A new draft law introduces a lump-sum fee
for unused objects, shifting the tax burden
away from simple square footage to
incentivize property utilization.

Legalization of Illegal Construction
(Sarajevo Canton): Legislation aimed at
legalizin ildin nstr with
permits has been sent for a 20-day public
hearing.

* Femicide Legislation (North
Macedonia): Regional analysts highlighted
the 2024 Macedonian law that classified
femicide as a top-tier crime punishable by
life imprisonment as a model for
neighboring states.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Diplomatic Status

A disturbing trend 1is emerging where
diplomatic missions are no longer acting as
bridges but as enforcement arms for
aggressive foreign policies. The actions of the
Israeli Ambassador in Croatia and the U.S.

threats against Spain signal a shift toward
coercive diplomacy. By labeling a sovereign
EU member’s capital as a potential nest for
"sleeper cells" and "spies," the Israeli mission
is effectively bypassing traditional state-to-
state channels to influence domestic security
policy through public alarmism. This mirrors
the Serbian "traffic light" travel advisory,
where security assessments are being used as

punitive measures against neighbors.

The "Apocalyptic" Geopolitical Narrative

Analysts are increasingly identifying
"apocalyptic" ideological drivers behind the
current Middle East escalation. Internal
military reports suggest that elements within
the U.S. command structure are framing the
conflict through the lens of "Christian
Zionism," while Israeli hardliners pursue a
"Greater Israel" agenda and Iranian leaders
invoke the "Return of the Absent Imam." This
clash of theological visions complicates
traditional rational-actor models of diplomacy,
as parties view the conflict not merely as a
territorial or political dispute, but as a
predestined civilizational struggle.

The Fragility of the "Normalcy" Facade

Despite massive air strikes, reports from
inside Tehran describe a bizarre state of
normalcy where shops remain open and fruit
is well-stocked, even as "thick black smoke"
billows over the city. This suggests either a
high degree of state-controlled narrative
management or a civilian population that has
become entirely desensitized to kinetic
warfare. However, the internet blackout
suggests the Iranian state is preparing for a
transition to more desperate defensive
measures or expects internal unrest that it
must hide from the global eye.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect a dramatic spike in fuel prices
across Europe as the "three-week lag" of
tankers from the Persian Gulf concludes
and the reality of the Hormuz blockade hits

European ports. Strategic reserves will
likely be tapped by mid-March.

The evacuation of foreign nationals
from the Gulf region will accelerate; Bosnia

has already allocated 800,000 KM for

charter flights to retrieve its citizens.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

A massive migration wave is anticipated.
If the Iranian regime begins to destabilize,
millions could move through Turkey and
into the "Balkan Route," potentially
triggering the radicalization of right-win
parties in Europe and placing immense
pressure on Croatian and Bosnian borders.

Regional elections (Bosnia, Kosovo) will be
contested under high-tension
conditions, with technical failures in
scanning technology potentially serving as
a pretext for civil unrest or disputed
results.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The collapse of International Law as a
governing mechanism is likely to be
permanent. States will move toward total
individual rearmament, as the "myth of
international protection" has been dispelled
by the Gaza and Iran conflicts.

e Structural shifts in energy will see the

permanent decoupling of Western
Europe from Middle Eastern and Russian
sources, favoring North American and
Mediterranean LNG hubs at significantly
higher price points.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Digital

For International Policy

* Sovereignty Protection: EU member

states must establish a unified protocol to
handle aggressive "extradiplomatic"
demands from foreign missions to prevent
individual nations from being bullied into

unilateral policy shifts.

Crisis Mediation: Support for Turkey’s
"balancing policy" is essential; if Turkey’s
economy fails under the weight of millions

of new refugees, the security of the
European continent cannot be guaranteed.

Regional Stabilization: Immediate

attention is needed for Kosovo to ensure
that early elections do not become a
flashpoint for ethnic tension during a
period of global distraction.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

relying on components from the Middle
East or energy-intensive manufacturing in
the Balkans should audit their resilience
to a 30-50% energy cost increase.

Sovereignty: The internet
blackout in Iran serves as a reminder of the
fragility of digital infrastructure;
should ensure local data redundancy for all
critical regional operations.

firms


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_190000

* Market Research Evolution: As Gen Z
consumers demand authenticity and
purpose, brands should avoid "fake" digital
engagement (e.g., performative TikToks)
which are increasingly being "canceled" by
a more skeptical,
demographic.

war-weary youth

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260307_213000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

