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THE ESCALATION OF THE US-

ISRAELI CONFLICT WITH IRAN TO A

REGIONAL WAR COINCIDES WITH

SYSTEMIC INSTITUTIONAL PURGES

AND POLITICAL INTIMIDATION

ACROSS THE WESTERN BALKANS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  7,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  as  the  conflict  between  the  US-Israeli

coalition and Iran enters its second week of

high-intensity warfare. Following the death of

Supreme Leader  Ali  Khamenei,  the coalition

has shifted its objectives toward total regime

change  and  the  "demolition"  of  Iranian

military infrastructure. This has resulted in a

massive regional spillover, with strikes hitting

Tehran’s  international  airport  and  British

sovereign bases in Cyprus, while the blockade

of the Strait of Hormuz has paralyzed global

energy  markets.  To  mitigate  a  global

economic  collapse,  the  United  States  has

paradoxically authorized a 30-day waiver for

major  oil  consumers  like  India  to  purchase

Russian  crude,  highlighting  the  desperate

measures taken to stabilize energy prices.

In the Western Balkans, the geopolitical chaos

is  providing  cover  for  significant  domestic

"lawfare"  and  political  restructuring.  In

Serbia,  the  government  is  utilizing  a

controversial set of judicial reforms—referred

to  by  critics  as  "Mrdić’s  Laws"—to  purge

independent  prosecutors  investigating  high-

level  corruption,  including  the  "Nadrišnica"

(Roof  Collapse)  case  involving  former

ministers.  Concurrently,  President  Vučić  has

unveiled  a  "Strategy  2030-2035"  that

emphasizes artificial intelligence and robotics,

a move analysts decry as a "skok u depresiju"

designed  to  distract  from  failing

infrastructure and the violent intimidation of

student-led  political  movements  in  local

elections.  In  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,

systemic  deadlock  in  the  House  of  Peoples

persists,  while  the  Sarajevo  Canton

government  faces  collapse  following  civil

unrest triggered by a fatal tramway accident.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  War  and  Regime  Change  in

Iran: The US and Israel have transitioned

from  targeted  strikes  to  a  campaign  of

"total  demolition"  following  the  death  of

Khamenei.  Operations  have  expanded  to

include  carpet  bombings  of  Tehran and

strikes on the Tehran International Airport.

The  coalition’s  stated  goal  is  now  the

unconditional  surrender of  the  Iranian

regime.
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The  Judicial  Purge  in  Serbia  (TOK):

Using  the  newly  implemented  "Mrdić’s

Laws,"  the  High  Prosecutorial  Council

(VST)  has  removed  key  prosecutors  from

the Prosecution for Organized Crime (TOK).

This  includes  those  investigating  the

Nadrišnica case involving former ministers

and the "Balkan Cartel" drug case. Critics

note  the  suspicious  abstention of  key

council  members  that  facilitated  this

"decapitation"  of  independent

investigations.

Violence  and  Intimidation  in  Kula

Elections: Local  elections  scheduled  for

March 29 in Kula have become a flashpoint

for  political  violence.  Student  candidates

from  the  "Glas  Mladih"  list  have  faced

death threats and digital harassment. The

use  of  "phantom  lists"  and  paramilitary-

style intimidation on the streets has drawn

comparisons to the most restrictive periods

of Serbian political history.

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Strategic

Waivers: The  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz by Iran has trapped over 300 oil

tankers,  causing  prices  to  spike.  In

response,  the  US  has  granted  sanction

waivers to  India  for  the  purchase  of

Russian oil, a move that undermines long-

standing  Western  policy  to  prioritize

immediate  energy  security  over  the

isolation of Moscow.

Human  Rights  Violations  at  Mint

Factory: A  Chinese  whistleblower  who

exposed illegal labor practices at the Mint

factory in Loznica was allegedly beaten by

Serbian  police and  deported.  The  case

highlights the "extraterritorial" influence of

foreign  investments  and  the  apparent

collusion  between  local  authorities and

foreign corporate interests.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The war has caused a 25%

spike in oil prices in a single week. Analysts

warn  that  if  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains

closed,  prices  could  reach  100  dollars  per

barrel by  next  week,  directly  impacting fuel

costs in Serbia and the broader region.

Corruption & Governance: The removal of

prosecutors  Barac  and Miladinović  from the

Nadrišnica  investigation is  seen  as  a  direct

intervention  by  the  executive  to  protect

political  figures.  Furthermore,  the  loss  of

connection  with  EuroJust due  to  the  VST’s

failure to appoint a representative threatens

over 200 international criminal cases.

Technology Policy & Digital  Sovereignty:

President  Vučić’s  "Serbia  2035"  strategy

heavily  promotes  humanoid  robotics and  AI

factories.  However,  private  sector  leaders

argue that without education and healthcare

reform,  these  capital-intensive  projects

primarily  serve  as  promotional  tools  for

"people close to the government."

Diplomatic  Engagement: A  significant  rift

has emerged between Israel and Croatia. The

Israeli ambassador’s call for Croatia to sever

ties with  Iran  and  vet  embassy  staff  for

"sleepers" was met with a formal rebuke from

President  Milanović,  who  asserted  that

Croatia is not a "protectorate."

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order: In

Bosnia, the resignation of the Sarajevo Canton

government has  failed  to  quell  protests.

Citizens view the move as a "political theater"

designed  to  reset  the  administration  before

the  2026  elections  rather  than  addressing

systemic safety failures in public transport.

Rule  of  Law: The  conviction  of  an  SNS

election  official  in  Mionica  for  falsifying

election results is a rare precedent. However,
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the light sentence (six months suspended) and

the fact that it required "heroic acts" from a

whistleblower  suggests  that  systemic

electoral fraud remains a high risk.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day  was  marked  by  the  practical

implementation  of  controversial  judicial  and

administrative  laws,  alongside  paralyzed

state-level legislative processes in Bosnia.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Mrdić’s  Judicial  Laws  (Serbia): These

laws were the mechanism used to reassign

prosecutors investigating  high-level

corruption  back  to  their  home  districts,

effectively stalling active investigations.

European  Media  Freedom  Act

(Croatia): Passed  with  78  votes after  a

controversial  political  realignment

involving  "Zurovček,"  an  MP  who

reportedly  traded  his  vote  for  rail

infrastructure projects in his city.

Law  on  Salaries  and  Remuneration

(BiH): Blocked in the House of Peoples due

to a lack of quorum orchestrated by HDZ

and SNSD delegates.

Strategy Serbia 2030-2035: An executive

economic  roadmap  presented  by  Vučić,

focusing  on  capital  investments  and  AI

without formal parliamentary debate.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

VST  Session  (Serbia): A  closed-door

session  that  resulted  in  the  refusal  to

extend terms for four key TOK prosecutors.

Sarajevo Canton Assembly: A chaotic all-

day  session  debating  the  resignation of

Premier Nihad Uk, marked by the expulsion

of opposition members.

Vučić Press Conference: A 2.5-hour event

presenting "Serbia 2035" alongside a robot

named "Lumi."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Decapitation of the Judiciary: A clear

trend has emerged in Serbia where legislative

"reforms" are strategically used to dismantle

the  Prosecution  for  Organized  Crime (TOK).

By  preventing  the  renewal  of  mandates for

prosecutors like Irena Bjeloš and Aleksandar

Barac, the state is creating a vacuum in cases

involving  five  tons  of  marijuana and  high-

profile  construction  disasters.  This  "lawfare"

is increasingly sophisticated, using procedural

maneuvers and  the  deliberate  abstention  of

council  members  to  achieve  outcomes  that

favor  the  ruling  elite  while  technically

adhering to new, weakened legal frameworks.

Escalation toward Total Regional War: The

conflict  in  Iran  is  no  longer  a  surgical

operation. The assassination of Khamenei has

not led to a collapse but to an Iranian strategy

of  maximum  resistance.  The  attack  on  the

British  base  on  Cyprus indicates  that  the

"European  space"  is  no  longer  a  sanctuary.

The coalition's reliance on air power alone is

being  questioned,  with  analysts  suggesting

that without a ground invasion, which Trump

dismisses  as  a  "waste  of  time,"  the  regime

change goal remains unattainable, potentially

leading to a protracted and bloody stalemate.

The  "Kula  Model"  of  Political

Intimidation: Local  politics  in  Kula  are

serving  as  a  laboratory  for  national-level

election  tactics.  The  combination  of  fake

"student" camps designed to create a "living

wall,"  the use of  over  800 police  officers to

suppress a town of 35,000, and death threats

against young activists signifies a shift toward

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260307_130000


overt  authoritarianism.  This  model  relies  on

"phantom lists" to dilute opposition votes and

a  total  media  blackout  for  any  voice  not

aligned with the state.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant increase in Serbian fuel prices as

global market shocks reach local pumps. The

judicial purge will likely lead to the freezing of

high-profile  corruption  trials as  new,

potentially "loyalist" prosecutors take months

to  review  massive  case  files.  In  Kula,  the

environment  will  likely  turn  violent as  the

March 29 election approaches.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

strategy of  waiving sanctions on Russian oil

for India will create a new, fragile geopolitical

triangle  that  may  weaken  the  overall

sanctions  regime  against  Moscow.  Iran  may

attempt to weaponize its Kurd population or

other  ethnic  minorities  as  a  counter-proxy

strategy  if  the  coalition  continues  its  air

campaign.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Serbia 2035"

plan’s  focus  on  AI  and  high-tech  factories

risks creating an "archipelago of excellence"

that is entirely disconnected from the failing

basic infrastructure (sewage, hospitals) of the

rest  of  the  country.  This  growing  inequality

between  the  tech-elite  and  the  general

population  will  likely  become  the  primary

driver of future civil unrest in Serbia.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  European  Union  must  reassess  its

solidarity  principles as  Cyprus  becomes a

front-line territory in the Iran-US conflict.

The  "decapitation"  of  the  Serbian

Prosecution  for  Organized  Crime  should

trigger an immediate Rule of Law review by

the Council of Europe, given the impact on

EuroJust cooperation.

Diplomatic  pressure  is  needed  to  ensure

the safety of student activists in Serbia, as

local  intimidation  tactics  are  likely  to  be

scaled up for national elections.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: The Hormuz blockade

is  no  longer  a  temporary  threat;  logistics

firms  should  prepare  for  a  medium-term

disruption  in  energy  and  trade  routes  to

Asia.

Operational  Risk  in  Serbia: The  Mint

factory case indicates that foreign investors

may  find  themselves  complicit  in  human

rights violations or target of whistleblower

actions  if  they  rely  on  "state  protection"

over international standards.

Tech  Opportunity: While  the  "Serbia

2035"  plan  is  ambitious,  investors  should

scrutinize the actual infrastructure (energy

and  sewage)  supporting  proposed  AI  and

robotics hubs before committing capital.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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