
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
RT

M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

RT

M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 2 6

THE US-ISRAEL OFFENSIVE

AGAINST IRAN ENTERS ITS SECOND

WEEK AMID SOARING GLOBAL

ENERGY COSTS, A FAILING GROUND

INCURSION IN LEBANON, AND A

STRATEGIC PIVOT TOWARD

UTILIZING ETHNIC PROXIES FOR

REGIME CHANGE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

As of March 7, 2026, the conflict between the

US-Israeli  coalition and the Islamic Republic

of  Iran  has  entered  its  eighth  day  of  high-

intensity  kinetic  operations.  The  Trump

administration  has  escalated  its  rhetoric,

threatening the complete destruction of Iran

while  bypassing  congressional  oversight  to

expedite  the  delivery  of  heavy  munitions  to

Israel. Despite sustained aerial bombardments

targeting  Iranian  oil  depots  and

infrastructure,  the  Iranian  state  displays

significant  resilience;  domestic  reports

indicate  that  supermarkets  and  essential

services in Tehran remain functional, and the

government is leveraging the persistence and

resistance of  the  population  to  project

stability.  Meanwhile,  Iran’s  President  Masud

Pezeshkian has signaled a strategic restraint

toward  neighboring  Gulf  states,  offering  a

diplomatic  resolution provided  that  these

countries  do  not  facilitate  strikes  against

Iranian territory.

The  regional  theater  has  expanded

significantly  into  Lebanon,  where the  Israeli

Defense Forces (IDF) have launched a ground

incursion that is meeting unexpectedly fierce

resistance from Hezbollah units. Efforts by the

IDF to conduct airborne operations deep into

the Bekaa Valley have reportedly resulted in

tactical  failures,  including  the  repulsion  of

elite forces near Nabi Sheit. The humanitarian

situation in Lebanon is deteriorating rapidly,

with over 300,000 civilians displaced from the

Dahia district alone. Globally, the conflict has

triggered  an  energy  crisis  of  historic

proportions; the effective closure of the Strait

of  Hormuz  has  forced  major  producers  like

Iraq and Kuwait to slash production, leading

to a spike in energy prices that is beginning to

cause  civil  unrest  and  "panic  buying"  in

Western nations.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Proxy  War  Strategy  and  the

"Kurdish Gamble" 

Internal  US  intelligence  assessments

suggest that a large-scale war is unlikely to

oust the Iranian regime, leading the Trump

administration  to  explore  arming  ethnic

minorities. 

The  CIA  is  reportedly  coordinating  with

Kurdish militant  groups in Iraq to trigger

an internal  uprising within Iran’s  western

provinces. 
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Kurdish  leaders  and local  citizens  in  Iraq

have  expressed  deep  skepticism,  viewing

US  support  as  a  dangerous  gamble that

historically  leads  to  the  abandonment  of

Kurdish interests. 

Concerns  are  rising  regarding  the

"Balkanization"  of  Iran,  with  potential

mobilization of Azeri and Balochi separatist

factions. 

Expansion of the Lebanese Front 

The  IDF  has  intensified  its  "decapitation

campaign"  against  Hezbollah,  while

simultaneously ordering an unprecedented

evacuation of  the  entire  Dahia  district  in

Beirut. 

Reports  from  the  ground  indicate  that

Hezbollah’s  Radwan  units,  previously

claimed  to  be  eliminated,  successfully

ambushed  an  Israeli  airborne  landing

attempt intended to recover a legacy POW

body. 

The Lebanese government has attempted to

ban  Hezbollah’s  military  wing  to  avoid

state-level  destruction,  but  the  Lebanese

army  has  withdrawn from  the  south,

leaving  the  resistance  as  the  sole  force

engaging the IDF. 

Global  Energy  Market

Destabilization 

Iraq  has  slashed  oil  production  by  1.5

million  barrels per  day,  and  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  is  now  under  effective  Iranian

control. 

US gas prices have spiked 11% in a single

week,  undermining  the  Trump

administration’s  domestic  "peace  through

strength" narrative. 

Analysts warn that the derivatives market

is  at  risk  of  a  catastrophe  of  historic

proportions due to the sudden removal of

20% of the world’s oil supply. 

Information  and  Propaganda

Warfare 

The  US  State  Department  has  accused

CNN  of  aiding  Iranian  propaganda for

reporting  that  life  in  Tehran  appears

normal and shops are well-stocked. 

Contrastingly,  Israel  continues  to  restrict

international journalists from entering Gaza

or reporting freely on the impact of Iranian

missile strikes within Israeli territory. 

The  White  House  has  released  high-tech

"recruitment  videos"  using  Hollywood

movie  clips and  AI-generated  content  to

bolster  support  for  the  war  effort  among

young Americans. 

Internal Intelligence Dissent 

Former CIA analysts report that Trump has

fired  senior  intelligence  officials who

provided  objective  assessments  that

contradicted the administration’s optimistic

war timelines. 

DNI Tulsi Gabbard is reportedly overseeing

a  National  Intelligence  Council  that

remains objective regarding the difficulty of

regime change, leading to friction with the

White House. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_170000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_233000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_180000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_180000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_180000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_180000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_210000_News


KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security 

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

rendered  the  previous  security  paradigm

upside  down,  as  Gulf  monarchies  find

themselves  unable  to  export  critical

resources. 

Iran  has  targeted  oil  depots  in  Tehran

themselves  to  prevent  them  from  falling

into  enemy  hands  or  as  a  scorched-earth

tactical measure. 

National Security & Security Architecture 

The US is shifting advanced missile defense

systems,  such  as  THAAD  and  Patriot

batteries,  between global combat theaters

to cover shortages in the Middle East. 

There  are  emerging  reports  of  US  naval

movements involving multiple carrier strike

groups,  signaling  a  transition  from

"standoff"  to  "stand-in"  precision-guided

warfare. 

Rumors of a possible military draft in the

US  are  circulating  as  experts  argue  that

airpower  alone  cannot  achieve  the  stated

objective of regime change in Iran. 

Diplomatic Engagement & Bloc Politics 

Iran is actively pursuing regional unity with

Muslim  countries,  positioning  the  conflict

as  a  defense  against  "Zionist-American"

imperialism. 

Russia and China are reportedly providing

telemetry  and  targeting  data to  Iran,

specifically identifying the locations of CIA

and Mossad stations in the region. 

The GCC states (Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia)

are  recalculating  their  alliances after

failing to  receive  the  promised protection

from US missile defenses. 

Critical Infrastructure & Healthcare 

The Iranian Red Crescent reports that 11

medical  centers have  been damaged,  and

hospitals  like  the  Gandhi  Hospital  have

been forced to evacuate patients under fire.

Iran claims its arrival time for emergency

rescues remains  under  four  minutes

despite the ongoing bombardment. 

Economic Security & Financial Resilience 

US national debt interest has reached 1.2

trillion dollars, with analysts warning that

the  "Petrodollar  arrangement"  is  being

torched by the current war. 

A  global  "scramble  phase"  for  strategic

commodities is  underway,  potentially

leading to a permanent reshuffling of world

orders. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  executive  branch  has  largely  sidelined

legislative debate in favor of emergency war

powers.  Secretary  of  War  Pete  Hegseth  and

Secretary of State Marco Rubio have been the

primary public faces for the administration’s

strategy of "maximum pressure" transitioned

into kinetic war.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency  Lethal  Aid  Package:12,000

new  half-ton  bombs  to  Israel,  citing  an

"emergency" need for regional security. 

War  Funding  Reauthorization:voting  in

Congress  for  continued  operations,  with

reports of a narrow margin of support. 
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

White  House  Briefing  on  Iran

Strategy:consideration  for  complete

destruction due to "bad behavior." 

Pentagon Missile Defense Summit:"Big

Five"  defense  firms  to  demand  an

immediate  increase  in  missile  production,

citing depleted stockpiles. 

Counter-Cartel  Summit:Western

Christian civilization to the war effort and

domestic border security. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Myth of the "House of Cards" There is

a  profound  disconnect  between  the  US

administration's  "bubble"  and  the  reality  of

Iranian state capacity. While the White House

expected the Iranian government to collapse

like  a  house  of  cards following  the

assassination  of  the  Supreme  Leader,  the

transition  to  a  collective  leadership  council

and  the  continued  functionality  of  Tehran

suggest  a  civilization-state that  is  more

resilient  than  the  US  "decapitation"  model

accounts for. The assumption that the Iranian

public would "throw flowers" at invaders has

been met with the reality of nightly protests

against American aggression.

Asymmetric  Retaliation  and  the

"Petrodollar  Hangover" Iran’s  strategy  of

asymmetric warfare is  successfully  targeting

the core of the US global power: the economy.

By  controlling  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  and

inflicting  damage  on  GCC oil  infrastructure,

Iran  is  exposing  the  betrayal  of  the

monarchies by  the  US,  which  has  failed  to

protect  its  regional  partners'  energy  assets.

This "hangover" is leading to a recalculation

where  the  GCC  may  eventually  prioritize

neighborly  stability over  US  security

guarantees that are no longer being met.

The  High-Tech  Propaganda  Vacuum The

administration is attempting to fight a modern

war  using  an  outdated  psychological

playbook.  Recruitment  videos  relying  on

movie  tropes  and  AI-generated  content  are

failing to generate the "rally 'round the flag"

effect  seen  in  previous  conflicts.  Public

opinion  polls  now  show  59%  of  Americans

oppose the  war,  a  level  of  skepticism

unprecedented at the start of a major conflict.

This  domestic  dissent  creates  a  critical

vulnerability  for  the Trump administration if

the  conflict  transitions  into  a  long-term

"forever war."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect  a  critical

shortage  of  precision  munitions as  current

stockpiles  are  depleted  faster  than  the

defense  industrial  base  can  replenish  them.

Domestic gas prices in the US are likely to hit

record  highs,  potentially  leading  to  civil

unrest  and  long  lines at  fueling  stations.  In

the  Levant,  Israel  will  likely  increase  its

brigade strength in south Lebanon, leading to

a full-scale regional conflagration.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The failure of

"airpower  only"  regime  change  will  likely

force the US to decide between a humiliating

withdrawal or the reintroduction of a military

draft  to  support  a  ground  invasion.  Ethnic

proxy mobilization (Kurds, Azeris) could lead

to uncontrollable sectarian violence that spills

over  into  Iraq  and  Turkey,  destabilizing  the

entire Middle Eastern border architecture.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The global economy

may  undergo  a  forced  transition away  from

the  Petrodollar  as  the  primary  reserve

currency.  If  the  US  is  "pushed  out"  of  the
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Middle East, it will mark the end of the post-

WWII unipolar world order,  with Russia and

China  emerging  as  the  primary  security

brokers  in  the  Global  South.  Structural

changes to alliances will see the re-integration

of Iran into a new regional security framework

that excludes the US.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Allies  must  prepare  for  a  prolonged

shutdown of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  and

coordinate alternative energy supply chains

immediately. 

Diplomatic  channels  should  prioritize  a

regional de-escalation framework involving

the  GCC  and  Iran  to  prevent  a  total

collapse of the maritime trade routes. 

The  international  community  must  verify

reports  of  civilian  targeting (schools,

hospitals)  to  maintain the integrity  of  the

law of armed conflict. 

For Private Sector/Investors: 

The "scramble phase" for critical minerals

and energy necessitates an immediate shift

into  domestic  or  near-shored  commodity

supplies. 

Financial institutions should hedge against

extreme volatility in the derivatives market

caused by the energy shock and US debt

servicing concerns. 

Technology  firms  should  brace  for

increased  cyber  and  space-based  warfare

as major powers utilize asymmetric digital

tools to compensate for kinetic stalemates. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_010000_CrossTalk
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_010000_CrossTalk
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_020000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_020000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_100000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_223000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260307_033000_The_Whistleblowers
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/


Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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