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AFGHANISTAN ESCALATES BORDER

CONFLICT WITH PAKISTAN

THROUGH "OPERATION RAD-E-

ZULM" AMID NATIONWIDE

MOBILIZATION AND RELIGIOUS

FATWAS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) has

shifted  to  a  high-intensity  military  and

rhetorical footing following significant border

clashes  with  Pakistan.  Under  the  banner  of

"Operation  Rad-e-Zulm"  (Rejection  of

Oppression),  IEA  forces  claim  to  have

destroyed  14  Pakistani  military  posts and

three  bases,  reporting  over  300  Pakistani

casualties.  This  military  escalation  is

accompanied  by  a  massive  domestic

propaganda  campaign,  with  state  media

broadcasting  reports  of  thousands-strong

demonstrations  across  nearly  every  major

province.  The  narrative  focuses  on  national

unity, explicitly highlighting the support of the

Hazara and Shia communities for the Taliban-

led  defense,  an  effort  to  project  domestic

cohesion against external aggression.

The conflict is increasingly framed in religious

terms, with the IEA-aligned Council of Ulema

issuing  fatwas  declaring  jihad  against  the

Pakistani  military as  a  religious  obligation.

Clerics  have  characterized  the  Pakistani

government as an un-Islamic regime serving

Western  interests,  particularly  as  civilian

casualties mount in Afghan border provinces

like Khost and Paktika. Concurrently, the IEA

is  attempting  to  manage  the  domestic

economic  fallout  of  the  crisis  and  the

approaching month of Ramadan by enforcing

strict  price  controls in  Kabul  and  ensuring

that  trade  corridors  with  Iran  remain

operational.

On the diplomatic front, the IEA is engaging

major regional power brokers—Russia, Qatar,

and Malaysia—to position itself as a victim of

"unprovoked  aggression"  while  signaling  a

preference  for  a  political  solution.  However,

the  tone  remains  defiant,  with  officials

warning that Pakistan should not mistake the

current  administration for  previous  weak

governments. The broader regional context is

marked  by  significant  instability,  including

reports of Iranian strikes against U.S. military

installations in  Kuwait,  Qatar,  and  Jordan,

suggesting a widening arc of conflict that the

IEA is monitoring closely as it asserts its own

territorial sovereignty.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260307_150000


MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Operation Rad-e-Zulm 

The  Ministry  of  Defense  reported  the

capture  of  significant  weaponry,

including heavy machine guns, mortars,

and  night-vision  equipment,  following

the "opening of the enemy's posts" along

the Durand Line.

Military  operations  concentrated  on  28

points,  resulting in the displacement of

over 100 families and the destruction of

approximately 30 homes due to Pakistani

shelling.

Official claims state Pakistani casualties

have exceeded 300 personnel since the

start of the current engagement.

Religious De-legitimization of Pakistan 

Clerics  in  Kabul  and provincial  centers

have  declared  the  Pakistani  military

system  contrary  to  Islamic  Sharia,

effectively  nullifying  Islamabad's

religious standing.

The Ulema Council issued a formal fatwa

stating  that  jihad  against  Pakistani

invaders is  "Fard"  (obligatory)  for  all

Afghans.

Scholars  in  Takhar  specifically

denounced the Pakistani Ulema Council

head,  accusing  him  of  hypocrisy  for

calling  for  jihad  against  Afghanistan

while  shedding  Muslim  blood  during

Ramadan.

Domestic Mobilization and Information

Operations 

State  media  reported  synchronized

"people's marches" in Nangarhar, Zabul,

Badakhshan, Faryab, Jawzjan, Ghor, and

Badghis supporting IEA military actions.

Significant emphasis was placed on Shia

and  Hazara  representatives declaring

their  readiness  to  "martyr  themselves"

for the territorial integrity of the country.

Protesters  in  various  provinces  have

called for the mass recruitment of youth

for  front-line  duties  against  Pakistani

"militias."

Economic Resilience and Price Control 

Kabul  Municipality  has  begun  closing

shops  and  businesses that  violate

government-mandated  price  lists  for

food  and  essential  goods  ahead  of

Ramadan.

The  IEA  confirmed  that  94  wagons  of

commercial goods arrived from Iran via

the  Rozanak  station,  emphasizing  that

western trade routes remain unblocked.

A new initiative was announced to build

standardized cold storage units for fresh

fruit  in  Panjshir  to  bolster  agricultural

security.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomatic  Engagement The  IEA  is

pursuing a multi-track diplomatic strategy to

isolate Pakistan while maintaining legitimacy

with  traditional  partners.  Foreign  Minister

Amir  Khan  Muttaqi  held  telephone

consultations  with  Sergey  Lavrov of  Russia

and  government  ministers  in  Qatar.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister (Mullah Hasan

Akhund)  engaged  with  Malaysian  Prime

Minister  Anwar  Ibrahim,  who  reportedly

offered  to  mediate  the  crisis.  These
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engagements  aim  to  frame  the  IEA  as  a

responsible  actor  seeking  stability  through

"economy-centered"  diplomacy,  despite  the

ongoing combat.

National  Security  &  Territorial  Integrity

The security architecture is currently focused

on the Durand Line. The IEA has transitioned

from a defensive posture to  "retaliatory and

vengeful" strikes, as seen in Operation Rad-e-

Zulm. The state is leveraging this conflict to

reinforce  its  "National  Defense"  narrative,

claiming that unlike previous administrations,

the  current  system  will  not  compromise  on

sovereignty.  This  is  a  critical  branding

exercise  for  the  Taliban's  military  wing,

positioning  it  as  the  sole  protector  of  the

"motherland."

Domestic Stability & Social Order Internal

stability  is  being  managed  through  a

combination  of  nationalist  fervor  and  strict

market  regulation.  To prevent  unrest  during

the conflict, the IEA is monitoring food prices

in  Kabul  and  other  major  markets  like

Mandavi.  Government  representatives  have

warned  that  serious  action  will  be  taken

against  hoarders  and  price-gougers.  This

proactive  governance  aims  to  maintain  the

"social  contract"  during  a  time  of  war  and

high inflation.

Regional  Power  Dynamics The  transcripts

reveal a complex regional picture where the

IEA is aligning its rhetoric with broader anti-

Western sentiment. Analysts featured on state

media  labeled  Pakistan  a  "cancerous  cell"

serving U.S. and Israeli interests in the region.

The reporting of Iranian strikes on U.S. bases

in Kuwait and Qatar serves to normalize the

IEA's own conflict with Pakistan as part of a

larger  regional  struggle  for  autonomy  from

foreign interference.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  during  this  period  has  been

dominated  by  executive  decrees  and

emergency price controls rather than formal

legislative sessions, with a focus on religious

legalism and economic survival.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Decree on Agricultural  Infrastructure:

The  IEA  leader  (Ameerul  Mumineen)  has

allocated  1,000  acres  of  land for  the

construction  of  cold  storage  facilities  in

Panjshir to stabilize fruit exports and food

security.

Mandatory Price List Enforcement: The

Kabul  Municipality  and  Ministry  of

Commerce  have  issued  mandatory  price

lists  for  essentials,  with  non-compliance

resulting in business closures and fines.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ministry of Defense Briefing: Briefing on

the  status  of  Operation  Rad-e-Zulm,

detailing the capture of Pakistani outposts

and the recovery of military equipment.

Foreign Ministry  Press  Statement: FM

Muttaqi's  statement  emphasizing  respect

for sovereignty and a desire for "economy-

centered"  international  relations  while

condemning Pakistani incursions.

Ulema  Council  Assembly: A  mass

gathering  of  religious  scholars  issuing  a

formal fatwa against the Pakistani military

aggression, labeling it "un-Islamic."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Nationalist Jihad" Hybrid Narrative

A major trend is  the synthesis  of  traditional
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Afghan  nationalism  with  Islamic  jihadist

rhetoric.  The  state  is  no  longer  framing  its

legitimacy solely on the defeat of the U.S., but

on  the  defense  of  the  "sacred  soil"  (Watan)

against a "mercenary" neighbor. By using the

religious  concept  of  "Hub-al-Watan" (love  of

the homeland) as a tenet of faith, the IEA is

effectively  co-opting  nationalist  sentiments

that  were  previously  the  domain  of  the

republican era. This is a sophisticated effort to

expand  their  base  of  support  beyond  their

traditional religious core.

Orchestrated  Unity  and  Minority

Inclusion The  repeated  broadcasts  of  Shia

and Hazara support for the IEA military are

highly  significant.  In  a  region  prone  to

sectarian  strife,  the  state  is  using  the

Pakistani  threat  as  a  catalyst  to  forge  a

"national  identity"  under  Taliban  rule.  By

positioning Hazara leaders on state media to

condemn "shameful efforts" by exiles to divide

the people, the IEA is signaling to the world—

and  particularly  to  Iran—that  they  have

achieved domestic consensus.

Economic  Hedging  and  Trade

Realignment The  emphasis  on  trade  with

Iran  and  the  use  of  the  Rozanak  railway

station suggests  an  intentional  shift  away

from  the  Torkham  and  Chaman  border

crossings  with  Pakistan.  The  IEA  is

demonstrating that it can sustain the economy

by  leaning  on  its  western  and  northern

neighbors,  thereby  reducing  Pakistan's

leverage  over  Afghan  landlocked  trade.  The

warning  to  traders not  to  raise  prices

indicates  a  "war  cabinet"  approach  to

economic management.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  conflict  is

likely to remain focused on artillery duels and

border skirmishes. The IEA will use the month

of Ramadan to increase the religious fervor of

its  populace,  potentially  leading  to  more

volunteers  for  border  militias.  Diplomatic

pressure  from  Qatar  and  Russia  will  likely

prevent  a  full-scale  invasion,  but  civilian

displacement  in  border  provinces  will

increase.  Domestic  "price  policing"  will

intensify to prevent urban unrest due to food

shortages.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the conflict

persists, expect a formal realignment of trade

routes  toward  the  North-South  corridor  and

Iran.  The  IEA  may  attempt  to  leverage  its

military successes to renegotiate the Durand

Line's  de  facto  status.  Pakistan's  internal

stability may be tested if the IEA's narrative of

"un-Islamic  military  rule"  gains  any  traction

among Pakistan’s own religious circles, which

the IEA is actively encouraging.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The  current  crisis

could  fundamentally  alter  the  Kabul-

Islamabad  relationship  from one  of  "patron-

client"  to  "adversarial  equals."  Successful

defense  of  territory  would  solidify  IEA

legitimacy more  effectively  than  any

international recognition could. This may lead

to a more assertive Afghan foreign policy that

seeks  to  act  as  a  regional  power  broker,

rather than a buffer state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  international  community  should

recognize  the  IEA's  increased  domestic

leverage gained  through  nationalist

mobilization.  Diplomatic  efforts  should

focus  on  de-escalation  before  the  conflict

attracts regional proxies.
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Regional mediators like Malaysia and Qatar

should  be  supported  as  they  hold  more

credibility  with  the  IEA  than  Western-

aligned organizations.

Humanitarian aid should be pre-positioned

for displaced families in Khost, Paktia, and

Paktika,  as  civilian infrastructure is  being

targeted in the border war.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: High  risk  for  any

logistics  dependent  on  Pakistani  border

crossings  (Torkham/Chaman).  Investors

should prioritize transit routes through Iran

(Herat) and Central Asia.

Regulatory  Compliance: Immediate  risk

of  government  seizure  or  closure for

businesses  engaged  in  price  speculation.

Strict  adherence  to  state-mandated  price

lists is essential for operational continuity.

Emerging  Opportunities: The  IEA  is

prioritizing agricultural infrastructure (cold

storage,  dams)  as  a  national  security

imperative.  There  may  be  state-backed

opportunities  for  firms  specializing  in

construction and agricultural technology in

safer provinces like Panjshir or Herat.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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