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GLOBAL STABILITY FRACTURES:

US Demands Iranian Surrender, Igniting Energy & Geopolitical Crisis (March 2026 Report)
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RISING SOCIAL & POLITICAL VOLATILITY

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & FUTURE PATHWAYS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months) LONG TERM (1-5 Years)
Social Unrest/Strikes, Permanent Shipping Route Shifts, EU Militarization/Strategic Autonomy,

Cyberattack Surge, Economic Strain (NPLs), Al-Driven Governance Shift,
Constitutional Debate on War Role _ Potential Refugee Crisis (330k est.) Regional Autonomy Structural Changes

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

o SECURITY: Urgently Boost Cybersecurity (Europol Warning).

* DIPLOMACY: Mediate EU Cohesion (Bridge Iberian Gap).

o ENERGY: Pivot to Renewables (Long-term Protection).

o LOGISTICS: Diversify Supply Chains (Avoid Suez/Gulf).

¢ COMPLIANCE: Rigorous Ethical Auditing for Public-Private Partnerships.
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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS REEL
AS THE UNITED STATES DEMANDS
UNCONDITIONAL IRANIAN
SURRENDER AMID ESCALATING
MIDDLE EAST WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in global stability as the conflict in the
Middle East enters its second week of high-
intensity operations. The United States, under
the administration of Donald Trump, has
transitioned to a policy of unconditional
surrender for the Iranian regime, claiming
that "Operation Epic Fury" has already
rendered Iran’s navy and air force combat-
ineffective. This aggressive stance, coupled
with large-scale Israeli strikes on Tehran and
key infrastructure, has triggered a historic
shock to global energy markets. In Portugal,
consumers face the largest weekly increase in
fuel prices in history, with diesel projected to
rise by nearly 20 cents per liter despite
government tax interventions. The economic
fallout is beginning to strain coalition
cohesion in Europe, as leaders like Spain’s
Pedro Sanchez openly label the intervention
an "extraordinary error," while Portuguese

Prime Minister Luis Montenegro attempts to
maintain a precarious balance between his
Atlanticist alliance with Washington and
regional solidarity with Madrid.

Domestic Portuguese affairs are characterized
by a significant transition of power and a
high-profile governance scandal. The nation is
in a state of official mourning following the
death of Nuno Morais Sarmento, a titan of the
PSD and former minister, whose passing
coincides with the final days of Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa’s decade-long presidency. On
Monday, Antonio José Seguro will be
inaugurated as the new President of the
Republic, inheriting a landscape marred by
the exoneration of Mafalda Livermore, a
Chega-appointed official in the Lisbon City
Council. Livermore was removed following a
public television investigation revealing her
involvement in renting clandestine housing to
immigrants and unauthorized legal practice.
These developments, set against the backdrop
of systemic infrastructure failures—evidenced
by the ongoing investigation into the fatal
Gloria elevator accident—suggest a period of
heightened social and political volatility as the
new administration takes office.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Middle East Conflict and "Operation
Epic Fury"

* The Trump administration has officially set
a timeline of four to six weeks for the
completion of objectives in Iran, focusing
on the systemic dismantlement of the
country's ballistic missile industrial base.

* Israel has launched large-scale attacks on
the Iranian capital, with over 80 fighter jets
targeting military installations, residential
areas, and the vicinity of Mehrabad
International Airport.
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e Iran has shifted its diplomatic strategy, * Public safety concerns have intensified

with  President  Masoud  Pezeshkian following revelations that the technician
apologizing to neighboring Gulf states for responsible for the fatal Gloéria elevator
previous strikes and ordering a suspension accident remains employed by a
of attacks against them to focus resources subcontractor for Carris.

on Israel and the U.S.

* Reports indicate that Russia is actively KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
providing satellite intelligence to Iran to

assist in targeting U.S. troop locations and Energy Security & Statecraft
Israeli assets, signaling a deepening of the
Moscow-Tehran axis. * The Portuguese government has
implemented a temporary reduction in the
Global Economic and Energy Crisis ISP (petroleum products tax) to mitigate
the fuel price shock, though the opposition
* Portugal is experiencing a "historic rise" in PS labels the measure "insufficient."
fuel prices; diesel is expected to increase

* Regional governments in Madeira and the

Azores are considering administrative price
controls to maintain a 14-cent price gap

by 19.5 cents and gasoline by 8 cents
starting Monday.

* Logistics and transport sectors warn of a relative to the mainland.
"brutality" in costs, with the Antram
association noting that fuel now represents International Relations & Bloc Politics
30% of total transport costs, making price

* A rift has emerged within the Iberian
alliance; Spain has denied the U.S. access
to its military bases for the Iran conflict,
while Portugal remains a steadfast U.S. ally.

increases for consumer goods inevitable.

* The Danish shipping giant Maersk has
suspended two major links between the
Middle East and Europe, further

threatening global supply chain stability. * The European Union has approved a

strategy to eradicate poverty by 2030,
Portuguese Political Transition and focusing on the 93 million Europeans
Internal Security currently at risk, including children and

single mothers.
* The death of Nuno Morais Sarmento at age

65 has unified the political class in grief, Al & Technology Policy
but the timing adds complexity to Monday's
presidential inauguration of Anténio José
Seguro.

 Portugal ranks sixth in the EU for the use
of Artificial Intelligence in educational
contexts, prompting a national debate on
the "pedagogical problem" versus the
"technological tool."

* A major ethics scandal has hit the Lisbon
City Council (CML) after a Chega militant,
Mafalda Livermore, was found to be

operating clandestine housing for * Governance experts argue that Al is
immigrants and practicing law without a "unstoppable" and that the current ten-year

window will be one of chaotic turbulence as
organizations adapt to automated
intelligent decision-making.

license.
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Corruption & Rule of Law

* The Public Ministry is investigating fraud
illicit legal representation by political
appointees in Lisbon, highlighting a
breakdown in the vetting process for
municipal leadership.

e Survivors of the Gléria elevator crash

allege total neglect by the Lisbon City
Council, claiming no contact or support was

offered in the six months following the
disaster.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on emergency
economic measures to address the energy
crisis and the formalization of long-term EU
social goals. High-level diplomatic summits
also focused on regional security and the
future of Iberian-Atlantic relations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Emergency ISP Reduction: A
government decree to temporarily cut taxes
on fuel to prevent diesel from exceeding
gasoline prices by a wider margin.

* EU Global Strategy Against Poverty: A
framework document aiming to reduce the
number of poor in Europe by 2030,
championed by Portuguese MEP Joao
Oliveira.

* Azores Immigration Expansion: A
regional policy to make immigration
services available on all nine islands by July

2026 via RIAC shops.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Luso-Spanish Summit in Huelva: Prime

Minister Montenegro and PM Séanchez
clashed over the merits of the Iran
intervention, though they signed 10
memorandums on climate security.

* White House Press Briefing:
Spokesperson Caroline Leavitt clarified
that the objective of "Epic Fury" is
unconditional surrender, projecting a four-
to-six-week operation.

* CM Lisboa Exoneration Statement:
Mayor Carlos Moedas confirmed the
immediate removal of Mafalda Livermore
due to a "breakdown in institutional trust."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Limited War" Narratives

The shift from "surgical strikes" to a demand
for unconditional surrender indicates a
significant escalation in U.S. foreign policy.
The Trump administration is no longer
seeking a return to the JCPOA or a new
nuclear treaty but is instead pursuing regime
change through the total destruction of Iran's
industrial and military capabilities. This "total
war" rhetoric is creating a feedback loop of
escalation: Iran’s hardliners are pushing for
"total war" in response, and Russia is
leveraging the chaos to provide active
intelligence to Iranian proxies, potentially
turning the Middle East into a secondary front
in the broader West-Russia conflict.

The Weaponization of Logistics and
Inflation

Economic reports today show that the "front
line" of the war has effectively reached the

Portuguese gas station. The historic fuel price
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hike is not merely an inconvenience but a
systemic threat to the "cabaz alimentar" (food
basket). With transportation costs rising by
16%, the price of all consumer goods is
expected to follow within weeks. This creates
a "double squeeze" for the Portuguese
government: it must maintain fiscal discipline
to satisfy rating agencies like Fitch (which
recently improved Portugal's outlook to
"Positive") while facing domestic pressure to
increase subsidies for a population reeling
from a 30% jump in crude prices.

Governance Erosion and

Fragility

Municipal

The Livermore scandal and the Gléria elevator
investigation reveal a troubling pattern of
institutional negligence in Lisbon. The
appointment of an official involved in
"clandestine housing" and ‘illicit legal
practice" suggests a failure of basic
background checks for sensitive municipal
roles. Simultaneously, the fact that a
technician involved in a fatal crash remains in
the maintenance chain of the city's transport
system points to a hollowed-out regulatory
environment where subcontractors operate
with minimal oversight. This internal decay is
a growing political liability for the ruling PSD-
CDS coalition in the capital.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

» Expect widespread social unrest or protests
in Portugal as the historic fuel price
increase takes effect on Monday, potentially
leading to strikes in the transport sector.

» The inauguration of President Anténio José
S D B liately 1
constitutional debate over the extent of

’ n "

houl h r mor ir
support.

* Anticipate a surge in cyberattacks against
European financial and energy
infrastructure, as warned by Europol.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* A permanent shift in global shipping routes

is likely if the Gulf remains a combat zone,
leading to long-term inflationary pressure
on European economies.

* The Portuguese banking sector, currently
posting record profits (e.g., Novo Banco),
may face a rise in non-performing loans as
mortgage holders struggle with the energy-
driven cost-of-living crisis.

* The collapse of the Iranian regime or a

transition to a "third set" of leaders could
create a massive refugee crisis, with the
UN already estimating 330,000 displaced
persons.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The militarization of the European economy

will likely accelerate if the U.S. remains
focused on the Middle East and East Asia,
forcing the EU to develop independent
strategic autonomy.

Structural changes to regional autonomy in
Portugal may occur if Madeira and the

Azores are forced to permanently de-couple
their energy pricing from the mainland to
survive the crisis.

* The normalization of Al-driven governance

in education and industry will likely result
in a significant workforce shift, requiring a
total overhaul of the Portuguese labor law.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_125800_Jornal_da_Tarde
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_195800_Telejornal
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_070000_Bom_Dia_Portugal_-_Fim_de_Semana
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_000000_24_Horas
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_070000_Bom_Dia_Portugal_-_Fim_de_Semana
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_053200_Terra_Europa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_025500_Noticias_do_Atlantico
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_025500_Noticias_do_Atlantico
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTPI_20260307_112700_Sociedade_Civil

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Portugal must urgently increase
its cybersecurity posture given Europol’s
warnings about imminent state-sponsored
attacks from Iranian proxies.

* Diplomacy: Lisbon should act as a mediator
within the EU to prevent a total breakdown
in cohesion over U.S. strategy in Iran,
specifically bridging the gap with Spain.

* Humanitarian: Early preparation for
repatriation flights for the thousands of
Portuguese citizens remaining in the Gulf is
critical as the conflict intensifies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy: Investors should pivot toward
renewable energy assets in Portugal
(currently 70% of electricity), which offer
the only long-term protection against
Middle East volatility.

Logistics: Companies must diversify supply

chains away from the Suez/Gulf route, as
Maersk’s suspensions suggest a long-term
disruption to maritime trade.

* Compliance: Firms must implement
rigorous ethical auditing for all public-
private partnerships, following  the
reputational damage caused by the

Livermore/CML scandal.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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