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SUDAN SIGNALS A TRANSITION
TOWARD POST-CONFLICT
RECONSTRUCTION AND
INSTITUTIONAL NORMALIZATION
AMID TERRITORIAL GAINS AND
DEEPENING DIPLOMATIC RIFTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a strategic pivot for the
Sudanese state as the "Government of Hope"
(Hukumat al-Amal) under Prime Minister Dr.
Kamil Idris transitions from emergency
management to long-term governance. The

administration has formally adopted a
strategic five-year plan for 2026-2030,

positioning the current year as a foundational
"yvear of basis" for national recovery. This
move is underpinned by significant military
milestones, most notably the liberation of
Bara in North Kordofan, which state media is
framing as a turning point in restoring
national sovereignty and facilitating the
voluntary return of displaced citizens. The

government is aggressively utilizing
institutional = benchmarks—specifically the
standardized  secondary school exams

scheduled for April—as key metrics of stability

and state capacity to project an image of a

country emerging from the shadow of the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) insurgency.

Simultaneously, Sudan is redefining its
geopolitical alignment through a policy of
selective  condemnation and diplomatic
"lawfare." The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
taken the wunusual step of excluding the
United Arab Emirates from its expressions of
solidarity with Gulf states regarding regional
security threats, explicitly labeling Abu Dhabi
as a state of aggression due to its alleged
support for the RSF. This diplomatic
hardening coincides with a domestic narrative
of "Dignity" (Karama), which leverages the
religious significance of Ramadan and the
historical Battle of Badr to galvanize the
populace behind the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF). While the government reports progress
in stabilizing fuel and electricity through
private sector partnerships, persistent conflict
in the Blue Nile region against Joseph Touka’s
rebels indicates that the "final victory"
remains elusive despite the triumphant
rhetoric of the central administration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Formal Adoption of the 2026-2030 Five-
Year Plan: The Cabinet has approved a
long-term developmental framework,
signaling a shift toward structured civilian
governance and economic planning after
years of near-total disruption.

* Liberation of Bara and Kordofan
Security Gains: Military and civilian
officials have confirmed that Bara has been
cleared of rebel forces, allowing for the
reopening of critical transport corridors
and the potential return of agricultural
productivity in the "Ghurra" region.
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* Diplomatic Rupture with the UAE:
Sudan has intensified its international
campaign against Abu Dhabi, with state
media denouncing Emirati "effrontery" in
seeking Sudanese solidarity while
simultaneously funding the "Janjaweed"
militia.

* Educational Normalization as State
Metric: The Ministry of Education is
prioritizing the Intermedi n
Secondary exams as a primary tool for
measuring the "recovery and stability" of
the state, with high-level oversight from the
Sovereignty Council.

* Energy Sector Decentralization: The
Ministry of Energy has transitioned to a
private-sector-led fuel import model, with
30 companies organized into five consortia
to ensure supply chain resilience and
reduce the state's direct financial burden.

* Blue Nile Counter-Insurgency
Operations: Authorities in the Blue Nile
region have launched the "Dignity Iftars"
initiative to support operations aimed at
clearing the remaining pockets of Joseph
Touka’s forces near the southern border
town of Karmak.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

State Capacity & Institutional Recovery
The "Government of Hope" is attempting to
move beyond military rule by emphasizing the
] ¢ il . in
international institutions. The Cabinet’s focus
on the 2025 performance report and the 2026
plan highlights a desire to prove that the state
can provide services—fuel, electricity, and
exams—despite the ongoing "existential war."
The voluntary return of refugees from Uganda
to Port Sudan is being showcased as a
validation of this restored state capacity.

Energy Security & Infrastructure Critical
infrastructure remains a top priority, with the
Ministry of Energy announcing the arrival of
new electrical transformers to stabilize the
grid. The government’s reliance on private
sector consortia for fuel imports represents a
significant shift in economic policy, moving
toward a regulated market model to bypass
the inefficiencies of previous state-run
monopolies that were decimated by the
conflict.

International Relations & Geopolitical
Power Dynamics Sudan's foreign policy is
currently defined by an aggressive stance
toward the UAE. Government analysts argue
that the Emirati regime’s hostility toward the
SAF is a direct threat to regional stability.
Conversely, Sudan is deepening ties with
Saudi Arabia, highlighted by participation in
the Islamic Solidarity Games and seeking
support for its educational and health
infrastructure from regional allies who
support the "institutions of the state."

Domestic Stability & Social Order The
government is using cultural and religious
programming to maintain social cohesion. Al-
Burhan’s public Iftar in Bahri and poetry
broadcasts praising the "men of the Ghurra"
serve to link the military’s success with
traditional Sudanese values of "Nakhwa"
(chivalry). However, there is visible tension
regarding "creators" and "intellectuals" who
have fled to Egypt, with state media calling
for nationalist artistic contributions to the war
effort rather than silence or neutrality.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity focused on administrative
decrees and strategic planning rather than
new statutory legislation, reflecting a period
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of executive-led consolidation under the Prime
Minister.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
© 2026-2030 Strategic Five-Year Plan:
Approved by the Cabinet as the
foundational men for
reconstruction, focusing on the return of
displaced  persons and
revitalization.

economic

c Youth and Sports Reconstruction
Mandate: A directive for the Ministry to
rehabilitate sports centers as vocational
training hubs for youth, aimed at social
reintegration and employment in
liberated areas.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Cabinet Performance Review (March
6-7): Prime Minister Dr. Kamil Idris led
a comprehensive review of the 2025
"Government of Hope" performance,
validating return-to-Khartoum pr Is.
o Port Sudan Education Briefing: The
Ministry of Education held a press
conference to announce intermediate
school results, achieving a 50%+ passing
rate in many districts despite the war.

o Energy Ministry Press Statement:
Minister Mutasim Ibrahim briefed the
public on the priv
imports and the status of electrical grid
repairs.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Secular-Religious Synthesis of
"Karama" The government has successfully
fused secular military goals with religious
imperatives. By aligning the anniversary of
the Battle of Badr with current military
operations, the SAF is framed not merely as a

national army but as a righteous force fighting
"mercenaries" and "infidels" (the RSF). This
narrative is designed to ensure that the

"shame" of neutrality is socially enforced,

particularly against artists and the diaspora.

Privatization as War-Time Resilience The
shift toward consortium-based fuel imports
reveals an emerging economic strategy: using
the private sector to shoulder the risk of
supply chain disruptions while the state
focuses on security. This '"regulated
privatization" is likely the blueprint for the
2026-2030 plan, suggesting that the post-war
economy will be  significantly  more
decentralized and private-sector-heavy than
the pre-war era.

The Geography of Liberation The focus on
Bara and North Kordofan is not accidental.
These are strategic agricultural and transit
hubs. The state’s insistence on reopening the
Bara-Khartoum road is a prerequisite for any
meaningful return to the capital, making the
Kordofan front the most critical theater for
the "Government of Hope's"
ambitions.

civilian

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a massive
security deployment to protect the secondary
school exams in April. These exams are a
high-stakes "prestige project"; any disruption
by the RSF would be a major propaganda
blow to the Idris administration. We will also
likely see the first major wave of returnees to
Khartoum'’s liberated neighborhoods,
supported by the new energy consortia.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
diplomatic rift with the UAE will likely lead to
Sudan seeking formal international sanctions

or legal actions through the UN or Arab

League. Domestically, the success of the 2026


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260307_010000

"foundational year" will depend on whether
the private sector fuel model can actually
keep prices stable enough to prevent civil
unrest in Port Sudan and liberated Khartoum.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The 2026-2030 plan

suggests a move toward a permanent civilian-

led government that remains deeply beholden
to the SAF for security. If the "Government of

Hope" succeeds, Sudan may transition into a
managed democracy where the military
controls the "Karama" ideology while the
civilian cabinet manages the decentralized
economy. The threat of localized insurgencies
(like Touka's) will likely remain a persistent
feature of the periphery.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The exclusion of the UAE from regional
security consensus signals a major
f . . | Aral I ;
diplomats should prepare for a Sudan that
is increasingly hostile to Emirati interests.

Support for the voluntary return program

from Uganda offers a humanitarian entry
point for international organizations to
engage with the Idris government without
endorsing military rule.

* The secondary exam schedule should be
viewed as a critical stability indicator;
international observers should monitor
exam centers as proxies for SAF territorial
control.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The new fuel import consortia offer a rare

opening for international energy firms to
partner with local Sudanese groups under a
government-guaranteed framework.

* Agricultural investment in North Kordofan
may soon become viable if the liberation of
Bara holds, particularly for drought-
resistant crops.

* Reconstruction  of critical  electrical

infrastructure is a priority; the state is
actively seeking transformers and grid
components, likely through credit lines
with friendly regional powers.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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