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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS REEL

AND GEOPOLITICAL ALLIANCES

FRACTURE AS THE US-ISRAEL-IRAN

CONFLICT ESCALATES FOLLOWING

THE DEATH OF AYATOLLAH

KHAMENEI

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  landscape  on  March  7,  2026,  is

characterized  by  extreme  volatility  as  the

Middle  East  conflict  transitions  from  a

regional skirmish into a transformative global

war. The confirmed death of Iranian Supreme

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has triggered

a  massive  US-Israeli  bombing  campaign

targeting  Iranian  military,  religious,  and

political leadership. This "2.0" style of warfare

is  being  met  with  asymmetric  retaliation,

including  Iranian  drone  strikes  against  US

assets in Kuwait and Bahrain, and reports of

Russian intelligence support for Tehran. In the

United  States,  President  Donald  Trump  has

signaled a policy of "unconditional surrender,"

aiming for a total regime change in Iran and

predicting  a  similar  collapse  of  the  Cuban

government.  This  aggressive  posture  has

created a diplomatic rift with European allies,

most  notably  Spain,  which  has  formally

distanced itself from the conflict under a "No

to War" mandate.

Simultaneously,  the  war  is  exerting  severe

pressure  on  global  energy  and  economic

security.  Oil  prices  are  surging  toward  a

projected  $150  per  barrel  following  threats

from Gulf suppliers to halt  production if  the

conflict  persists.  This  energy  shock  is

compounding  domestic  crises  in  Latin

America and the Caribbean. Cuba is facing a

total national power grid collapse exacerbated

by a US oil blockade, while Peru has declared

a  state  of  emergency  over  natural  gas

shortages.  In  Aruba,  the  government  is

attempting  to  balance  nationalistic  fervor

surrounding  the  40th  anniversary  of  its

"Status  Aparte"  with  a  severe  domestic

housing  crisis,  requiring  over  10,000  new

units  to  meet  skyrocketing  demand.  The

convergence of these events suggests a period

of  systemic  instability  where  traditional

security  architectures  and  energy  supply

chains  are  being  tested  to  their  breaking

point.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Death  of  Khamenei  and  the

War in Iran 

The death of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei  has  left  a  power  vacuum,  with

thousands  gathering  in  Tehran  to  mourn

while  the  US  and  Israel  conduct  massive

bombing campaigns across the country.

The  US  administration  is  demanding  an

"unconditional  surrender,"  with  President

Trump indicating he intends to select  the

next  leader of  Iran,  a  stance  critics

compare  to  the  US  intervention  in

Venezuela.
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Evidence  suggests  Russia  is  providing

satellite intelligence and troop movements

to Iran to assist in targeting US and Israeli

forces.

Retaliatory  Iranian  drone  strikes  have

resulted  in  the  deaths  of  six  US  service

members  at  an  installation  in  Kuwait,

alongside  reports  of  strikes  on  civilian

neighborhoods in Bahrain.

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Market

Instability 

The  Minister  of  Energy  of  Qatar  warned

that  a  prolonged  war  could  force  Gulf

suppliers  to  stop  production,  potentially

driving oil prices to $150 per barrel.

Wall Street indices fell sharply due to fuel

price  uncertainty and  disappointing

employment  data,  with  the  Nasdaq

dropping 1.59%.

Cuba’s  national  electrical  grid  suffered  a

total  collapse  for  16  hours  due  to  fuel

shortages and infrastructure failure at the

Antonio Guiteras plant.

Peru has implemented a 14-day restriction

on natural gas, mandating remote work in

Lima following a leak at the Camisea field

and subsequent supply rationing.

Aruban  Domestic  Crisis  and

National Identity 

The  Aruban  government  admits  a  critical

shortage  of  10,000  housing  units,  with  a

waiting list of 4,100 people, 60% of whom

are over the age of 50.

Aruba  is  celebrating  40  years  of  Status

Aparte and 50 years of its anthem and flag,

emphasizing  national  identity to  the

younger generation.

Former political leader Ricardo Croes was

detained  by  authorities following  a  press

conference,  claiming  his  arrest  was  a

violation of freedom of expression.

Mexican  Electoral  Reform  and

Security Strategy 

President  Sheinbaum’s  proposed  electoral

reform  is  being  criticized  as  a

"decaffeinated reform" that fails to address

the  penetration  of  organized  crime  in

elections.

In preparation for the World Cup, Mexico

has  launched  "Plan  Kukulkan,"  a  joint

security strategy between federal and state

authorities  to  guarantee  safety  in  host

cities like Guadalajara.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Critical

Infrastructure

The  fragility  of  Caribbean  and  Latin

American energy grids is on display. Cuba's

blackout  is  attributed  to  a  US-led  oil

blockade targeting  shipments  from

Venezuela and Mexico.

Peru’s  industrial  sector  is  calling  for

emergency  decrees to  allow  the  use  of

alternative energy sources as gas shortages

threaten  to  raise  transport  costs  and

disrupt the economy.

National Security and Regional Influence

Ecuador  and  the  US  have  consolidated  a

new  phase  of  cooperation  to  combat

narcotrafficking  and  illegal  mining,

including the "Gopmar" maritime operation

in the Gulf of Guayaquil.
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Colombia  is  deploying  cyber-intelligence

monitoring to  protect  the  integrity  of  the

March  8  congressional  elections  against

fraud and vote-buying.

Succession and Stability

The  death  of  Khamenei  has  triggered  an

internal struggle within Iran's Assembly of

Experts. However, the US objective appears

to  be  the  dismantling  of  the  security

services to allow the population to revolt.

Trump’s  rhetoric  regarding  Cuba—stating

the  regime  "will  fall  soon"—suggests  an

imminent  shift  toward  more  aggressive

regime-change  policies  in  the  Western

Hemisphere.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

Spain’s  Pedro  Sanchez  has  emerged  as  a

key  dissenter  within  NATO,  arguing  that

"international law is broken" by the current

conflict  and refusing to  participate  in  the

bombing campaign.

Despite this, Spain is deploying a high-tech

frigate to  Cyprus  to  protect  it  from

potential Iranian drone strikes, highlighting

the complexity of modern coalition politics.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  is  focused  on

emergency  measures  to  handle  energy

shortages  and  controversial  structural

reforms  intended  to  consolidate  political

power.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

Mexican Electoral Reform: A proposal to

reduce public  funding for  political  parties

and  eliminate  proportional  representation

seats  (plurinominales).  Critics  argue  it

weakens  pluralism and  favors  the  ruling

Morena party.

Peruvian  Resolution  Directoral  020: A

decree by the Ministry of Energy and Mines

restricting  Natural  Gas  (GNB) use  for  14

days  to  prioritize  residential  consumers

over vehicles.

Aruban 2026 Budget (Bokrouten): The

AVP/Futuro  faction  is  allocating  funds

specifically  for  elderly  care institutions to

improve services for the aging population.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Aruban  Housing  Press  Conference:

Minister René Herdey announced that the

government  is  pausing  land  adjudications

to  create  a  more  efficient  system amid  a

10,000-unit deficit.

International Security Seminar (Quito):

US and Ecuadorian officials confirmed joint

operations targeting the illegal gold trade

and maritime smuggling.

Spanish-Portuguese  Summit: President

Pedro  Sanchez  used  the  36th  summit  to

reiterate his "No to War" stance regarding

Iran, while maintaining respect for the US

presidency.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Energy and

Economic Blockades 
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A recurring theme is the use of energy as a

strategic lever. The US "total blockade" on oil

to Cuba is pushing the island toward a critical

breaking point, with the Trump administration

openly  anticipating  the  regime's  collapse.

Simultaneously, Qatar is using its position as a

primary  energy  supplier  to  threaten  global

markets in  an  attempt  to  curb  US-Israeli

military  expansion.  This  creates  a  feedback

loop where military actions in one hemisphere

directly  trigger  infrastructure  failures  (like

Cuba’s grid collapse or Peru’s gas rationing)

in another.

The  Erosion  of  Multi-Party

Democracy 

In  Mexico,  the  debate  over  electoral  reform

reveals  a  trend  toward  centralizing  power

under the guise of austerity. The proposal to

remove "plurinominal" deputies is framed as a

move against "privilege," but analysts suggest

it mutilates the voice of minority groups and

reduces political  competition.  This mirrors a

broader  regional  trend  where  incumbent

governments  attempt  to  "reset"  the  rules  of

the  democratic  game  to  ensure  long-term

dominance.

Identity  as  a  Buffer  for

Governance Failures 

Aruba provides a fascinating case study in the

use of cultural heritage to mitigate domestic

discontent.  As  the  island  faces  a  severe

housing  crisis and  political  detentions,  the

state  is  doubling  down  on  "Status  Aparte"

celebrations.  By  focusing  on  the  national

anthem and flag, the administration seeks to

foster a sense of unity that may temporarily

distract  from  the  inability  to  provide  basic

infrastructure and affordable living conditions

for the youth.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks):  Expect  extreme

volatility in oil prices as the war in Iran enters

a more destructive phase. The missile activity

over Qatar and Saudi Arabia will likely lead to

more  international  flight  cancellations  and

potential  supply  chain  disruptions  in  the

Persian  Gulf.  In  Colombia,  the  March  8

elections may see localized unrest  or  cyber-

interference as  authorities  attempt  to  crack

down on vote-buying.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):  The  "Plan

Kukulkan" in Mexico will serve as a test case

for  whether  federalized  security  forces  can

guarantee safety for high-profile international

events  like  the  World  Cup.  In  Cuba,  the

continued  oil  blockade  and  grid  instability

could lead to a humanitarian crisis or a mass

migration  event  if  the  government  fails  to

restore  normal  services.  The  Aruban

government  will  face  increased  pressure  to

deliver  on  the  10,000-house  promise  as  the

2026 budget cycle begins.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years):  A  successful

"unconditional surrender" and regime change

in Iran would fundamentally redraw the map

of  the  Middle  East,  potentially  ending  the

"Axis  of  Resistance"  but  risking  decades  of

insurgency.  Conversely,  the  current  friction

between the US and European allies over this

war  could  lead  to  a  permanent  strategic

decoupling within  NATO,  with  countries  like

Spain seeking more autonomous defense and

foreign policy alignments.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

The  US-Israel  coalition  must  account  for

the  high  risk  of  Russian  intelligence

sharing with  Iran,  which  complicates  air

superiority  and  increases  the  lethality  of

Iranian retaliatory strikes.

Diplomats should prepare for a "Venezuelan

scenario"  in  Iran,  where  a  US-backed

alternative  government  is  recognized

without clear control of the ground, leading

to prolonged civil strife.

The international community must address

the  "silent  crisis"  of  Caribbean  energy

security,  as  blockades  on  Cuba have

spillover  effects  on  regional  shipping  and

economic stability.

For Private Sector/Investors

Energy-dependent industries should hedge

against  $150/barrel  oil,  as Gulf  producers

signal  they  are  willing  to  weaponize

production to influence the war’s outcome.

Real  estate  developers  in  Aruba  should

monitor  the  government's  shift  toward

smaller lots and social housing, which may

offer  investment  opportunities  but  also

carry  high  regulatory  risk  due  to  the

current "pause" on adjudications.

Tech companies operating in Mexico should

evaluate the impact of electoral reforms on

the  broader  regulatory  environment,  as  a

more centralized government may increase

scrutiny  on  digital  services  and  data

sovereignty.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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