
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
TV3

M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

TV3

M A R C H  7 ,  2 0 2 6

GLOBAL ESCALATION FOLLOWS

THE ONE-WEEK MARK OF THE US-

ISRAEL-IRAN WAR AS OIL PRICES

SURGE AND DIPLOMATIC RIFTS

WIDEN BETWEEN WASHINGTON

AND EUROPEAN ALLIES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  7,  2026,  marks  the  end  of  the  first

week of a full-scale regional war in the Middle

East,  characterized  by  a  massive

intensification  of  aerial  operations  by  the

United States and Israel  against  the Islamic

Republic of Iran. The conflict has transitioned

into  a  "total  war"  footing,  with  U.S.  forces

claiming to have struck 3,000 targets within

seven  days.  Operations  have  shifted  from

tactical  military  targets  to  critical  national

infrastructure,  including  the  bombing  of

Mehrabad  International  Airport and  deep-

penetration  strikes  against  command-and-

control  bunkers  beneath  the  presidential

complex  in  Tehran.  President  Donald  Trump

has escalated his rhetoric, demanding nothing

less  than  unconditional  surrender from  the

Iranian  regime,  while  dismissing  previous

diplomatic overtures as "too late."

The  economic  repercussions  are  immediate

and  severe,  with  global  energy  markets

bracing  for  a  potential  supply  collapse.  Oil

prices  have  surged  28%  in  one  week,  with

analysts warning that a total blockade of the

Strait  of  Hormuz could  drive  crude to  $150

per  barrel.  In  Catalonia,  the  regional

government  is  leveraging the  crisis  to  force

domestic political concessions, with President

Salvador Illa framing the approval of regional

budgets as a necessary "social shield" against

global instability. Meanwhile, a major ethical

schism has emerged in the technology sector,

as the AI firm Anthropic severed ties with the

Pentagon over the use of its systems in kinetic

operations, allowing rival OpenAI to secure a

monopoly on wartime military contracts.

On the domestic front, Catalonia is struggling

with a convergence of crises. Severe weather

from "Storm Regina" has caused widespread

infrastructure  damage,  including  major

landslides  on  the  N-260 and  the

disappearance  of  a  citizen  in  Llinars  del

Vallès. Concurrently, a biosecurity threat has

emerged near Barcelona, where the discovery

of  African  Swine  Fever  in  wild  boars has

triggered  strict  lockdowns  of  natural  parks

and forests,  adding to the sense of a region

under multi-dimensional siege.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion  of  the  Middle  East  Air

Campaign

Israel and the U.S. have intensified strikes

on  Tehran,  utilizing  "bunker-buster"

munitions  to  target  a  five-story

underground  complex beneath  the

presidency,  where  the  successors  to  the

Supreme Leader were reportedly meeting.
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The Israeli Air Force deployed 50 aircraft to

neutralize  80%  of  Iran's  air  defense

systems,  allowing  for  nearly  uncontested

operations over the capital.

Iran  has  retaliated  with  waves  of  drones

and  missiles  targeting  Tel  Aviv  and

Jerusalem,  though  interception  rates

remain high due to the regional "umbrella"

provided by U.S. assets.

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Economic

Contagion

Brent crude has surpassed $93 per barrel

following  warnings  from  Qatar  that  Gulf

exporters  may  halt  production  entirely

within days.

Logistics and transport sectors are reeling

as diesel prices increased by 20 cents in six

days,  leading  to  demands  for  emergency

"professional fuel" subsidies and tax relief.

Catalan industrial leaders warn that SMEs

cannot be the weakest link absorbing these

shocks,  advocating  for  immediate  price

controls and liquidity guarantees.

The AI Ethical Schism in Warfare

Anthropic's  decision  to  walk  away  from

Pentagon  contracts  just  before  the  Iran

strikes has sparked a civilian-military crisis

in the tech sector.

OpenAI  has  reportedly  filled  the  vacuum,

with  its  systems  now  integrated  into

operations  previously  credited  with

capturing  Nicolas  Maduro and  managing

drone swarms.

The controversy has triggered a mass user

migration,  with  Anthropic  gaining  1.5

million users from ChatGPT as "ethical AI"

becomes a market differentiator.

Spanish  Diplomatic  and  Domestic

Friction

Prime  Minister  Pedro  Sánchez  has

denounced  the  war  as  an  extraordinary

error, reviving the "No to War" slogan and

accusing opposition parties (PP and Vox) of

"servility" to the Trump administration.

The Spanish  government  is  deploying  the

frigate  Cristóbal  Colón to  Cyprus,  but

insists  its  mission  is  limited  to  civilian

evacuations and  regional  security  rather

than offensive participation.

Catalonia  Infrastructure  and Biosecurity

Emergencies

Storm  Regina  has  pushed  internal  water

basins  to  98.6%  capacity,  forcing

emergency  preventative  discharges  and

resulting in the disappearance of a driver in

Llinars del Vallès.

African  Swine  Fever  (ASF)  has  been

confirmed  in  boars  in  Sant  Just  Desvern

and Esplugues de Llobregat, leading to the

closure of Collserola Park to the public to

prevent agricultural contagion.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical  Power  Dynamics  & Security

Architecture

The  Gulf  monarchies  are  increasingly

reliant  on  the  U.S.  defensive  umbrella to

intercept Iranian drones, despite domestic

pressure regarding the use of  their  bases

against another Muslim nation.

The shift in U.S. policy toward demanding

"unconditional surrender" suggests a move

toward  regime  change rather  than

containment,  a  stance  that  has  alienated

NATO allies like Spain.
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Economic Security & Statecraft

Catalonia  has  formed  a  permanent  crisis

committee involving  unions  (UGT,  CCOO)

and employers (Foment, PIMEC) to monitor

energy costs and prevent mass layoffs.

The  regional  government  is  explicitly

linking  budget  passage to  the  state's

capacity  to  respond  to  the  war's

"inflationary tsunami."

AI & Technology Policy

The  Pentagon  is  imposing  sanctions  on

military  suppliers  that  continue  to  work

with  Anthropic following  their  contract

withdrawal, signaling a "with-us-or-against-

us" approach to digital sovereignty.

Legal  warfare  is  escalating  as  Anthropic

prepares  a  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.

government over these punitive measures.

Biosurveillance & Food Security

The expansion of ASF zones near Barcelona

represents  a  grave  risk  to  the  livestock

industry,  though  no  cases  have  yet  been

detected in commercial farms.

Regulatory restrictions now prohibit access

to  forests  and  riverbanks in  affected

municipalities, impacting local tourism and

recreation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  focused heavily  on

emergency fiscal measures and the strategic

use  of  budgetary  policy  to  address  wartime

inflation. The Catalan executive is moving to

codify new "Crisis Management Committees"

while  facing  pressure  to  index  public

contracts to rising energy prices.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

Catalan  Regional  Budget  2026:

Currently in parliament with only support

from  the  Comuns.  President  Illa  made  a

public plea for the PSC and ERC to approve

the  accounts to  provide  a  "social  shield"

against the war.

Professional Fuel Tax Credits: Proposed

by  agricultural  and  transport  unions  to

create  a  professional  diesel  rate,

simplifying  bureaucracy  to  provide

immediate pump-side discounts.

European Trade Blockade Protections:

Catalan business leaders are calling for EU-

coordinated  responses to  protect  against

potential  U.S.  commercial  retaliation  for

Spain's anti-war stance.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Social  Dialogue  Council  Meeting: An

extraordinary  session  at  the  Palau  de  la

Generalitat  where  the  permanent  crisis

workgroup was  announced  to  handle

geopolitical fallout.

Donald  Trump  Press  Statement:

President  Trump  addressed  arms

manufacturers,  demanding  increased

production and stating he is indifferent to

whether  the  future  Iranian  regime  is

democratic  as  long  as  it  "treats  the  U.S.

well."

Pedro Sánchez Press Conference: Held

alongside  the  Portuguese  PM,  where

Sánchez  confirmed  he  will  appear  before

Congress to  justify  Spain's  distance  from

the U.S. military strategy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Budgetary Politics
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A clear trend has emerged where the Catalan

government is utilizing the regional "fear" of

the  Middle  East  war  to  break  a  legislative

deadlock.  By  framing  the  refusal  to  pass

budgets as a threat to national security and

social  stability,  the  administration  is

attempting  to  move  the  debate  from  fiscal

policy to existential protectionism. This "war-

time governance" model is being mirrored in

Madrid,  where  the  "No  to  War"  rhetoric  is

being  used  to  mobilize  the  progressive

electorate against the "Trumpist" right.

The Privatization of Military Ethics

The conflict has exposed a deep rift in Silicon

Valley.  The  emergence  of  Anthropic  as  an

"ethical hero" for refusing military contracts,

and  the  subsequent  punitive  response  from

the  Trump  administration,  suggests  that  AI

companies  are  now  acting  as  sovereign-like

entities  with  their  own foreign policies.  The

fact that OpenAI has secured these contracts

indicates  a  narrowing  of  the  market  where

contractual  loyalty  to  the  Pentagon is

becoming  a  prerequisite  for  participation  in

the high-stakes AI sector.

The "Invisible" Human Toll and Economic

Lag

While the news focus is on "3,000 targets," a

secondary  narrative  is  emerging  regarding

the  1.5  million  people  displaced in  Lebanon

and the 1,300 dead in Iran. In Europe, the lag

between the start of the war and its impact on

the  supermarket  shelf  is  closing.  Transport

companies warn that while crude is down 36%

from 2022 levels,  pump prices are identical,

suggesting  immediate  price  gouging  or

"asymmetric" market behavior where "prices

rise like a rocket and fall like a feather."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect a peak in oil prices as the threat of

production  halts  in  Qatar  and  Kuwait

materializes. This will likely trigger the first

wave  of  national  strikes  in  the  European

transport sector.

The  search  for  the  missing  person  in

Llinars will  likely  conclude,  potentially

fueling criticism of infrastructure resilience

under extreme weather conditions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

If  Trump  continues  to  demand

unconditional  surrender,  the  conflict  will

likely expand into a prolonged occupation

or  insurgency  phase,  necessitating  a

massive  increase  in  U.S.  munitions

production.

Spain  faces  a  significant  diplomatic  crisis

with Washington; expect punitive tariffs on

Spanish  exports  if  Sánchez  continues  to

lead the European anti-war faction.

The Pope's visit to Montserrat in June will

serve  as  a  major  diplomatic  nexus  for

"peace statecraft," potentially becoming the

first venue for mediation between the U.S.

and regional actors.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The Anthropic-Pentagon lawsuit could set a

precedent for the "Conscientious Objector"

status of technology companies, leading to

a  fragmented  AI  landscape  divided  by

ideological and ethical alignments.

Structural  changes  to  the  global  energy

supply chain will be permanent as Europe

seeks to completely decouple from Middle

Eastern  volatility,  accelerating  the

transition to nuclear and green hydrogen.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Allies must prepare for a protectionist U.S.

stance where commercial relations are tied

directly  to  military  alignment  in  the  Iran

conflict.

Establish  "Ethical  AI"  frameworks  that

allow for civilian tech use while insulating

companies from state-level retaliation when

they refuse military engagement.

Coordinate  a  Mediterranean-wide

evacuation  and  refugee  plan as  the

displacement from Lebanon reaches critical

levels.

For Private Sector/Investors

Energy Hedging: Investors  should  brace

for  $150 oil and prioritize  investments  in

logistics  firms  with  "professional  fuel"

subsidies or alternative propulsion fleets.

Supply  Chain  Diversification: Catalan

firms  should  follow government  advice  to

seek  safer  markets like  Australia  to

mitigate the risk of a U.S.-EU trade war.

Biosecurity Risk: The agricultural sector

in  Southern  Europe  must  increase

surveillance  for  ASF,  as  the  proximity  of

wild  boar  cases  to  urban  transport  hubs

increases the likelihood of human-mediated

transmission to domestic pigs.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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