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INDONESIA ENACTS MILITARY
READINESS AND CITIZEN
EVACUATIONS AMID A WIDENING
US-ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT WHILE
MANAGING DOMESTIC ECONOMIC
VOLATILITY AND CORRUPTION
SCANDALS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 7, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point for Indonesia as the nation navigates the
fallout of a massive military escalation in the
Middle East. With the United States and Israel
launching "Operation Epic Fury" against Iran,
the Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI)
have been placed on Siaga 1 status, the
highest level of readiness, to safeguard
domestic stability and strategic assets. The
government has initiated a phased evacuation
of Indonesian citizens (WNI) from Iran via
Azerbaijan, prioritizing the safety of
thousands of students and workers as regional
tensions threaten to spiral into a prolonged
global conflict. Despite the volatility, Jakarta
maintains a staunch "free and active" foreign
policy, positioning itself as a potential
mediator even as it halts formal peace board
discussions to focus on the immediate crisis.

On the domestic front, the administration is
contending with significant economic and
governance challenges. Global oil prices have
surged to $92 per barrel, putting immense
pressure on the national budget and energy
subsidies. This coincides with a downgrade in
Indonesia’s debt outlook to negative by global
rating agencies, though officials maintain a
stance of fiscal resilience. Simultaneously, the
holy month of Ramadan is being shadowed by
a high-profile corruption probe as the KPK
raids the offices and residence of the
Pekalongan Regent, Fadia Arafig. To mitigate
social unrest and fulfill campaign promises,
the government is aggressively rolling out the
"Free Nutritious Meal" (MBG) program and
implementing controversial new  social
controls, including a strict mobile phone ban
for children under 16 set to begin this month.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Escalation of Middle East Conflict and
Indonesian Response
o The TNI issued a "Siaga 1" telegram
ordering all units to guard strategic
objects and economic centers following
US-Israeli strikes on Iran.

o Iran has retaliated with "Operation True
Promise 4," utilizing hypersonic Fatah
missiles against US bases in Kuwait and
Iraq.

o The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Kemlu)
has begun the evacuation of 32 WNI in
the first stage of a broader extraction
plan from the conflict zone.
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* Domestic and Political

Instability

o KPK investigators sealed four rooms at
the Pekalongan Regency office and
raided the private home of Regent Fadia

Arafiq in connection with an undisclosed
graft case.

Corruption

o Vice Regent Sukirman has been
appointed as Acting Regent to ensure
government stability during the ongoing
investigation.

* Economic
Infrastructure
o Global oil price hikes have triggered
fears of fuel shortages, leading to queues
at gas stations in Jember as citizens
panic-buy Pertalite and Solar.

Vulnerability and

o The Ministry of Finance is simulating
budget scenarios to address a widening
deficit caused by energy subsidy
pressures.

o Testing of the Multi-Lane Free Flow
(MLFF) toll payment system has begun,
with a goal of full implementation to
reduce congestion during the upcoming
Lebaran mudik.

* Social Policy and Public Health
o The government confirmed that a ban on

mobile phone use for children under 16
will be enforced starting March 2026,

requiring active parental monitoring.

o The National Nutrition Agency is
accelerating the setup of 15 kitchen
centers for the MBG program in remote
areas like Kaur, Bengkulu, to combat
stunting.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Security Architecture
The highest level of alert (Siaga 1) reflects

deep concern that the Middle East war could
trigger domestic radicalization or economic
sabotage. The TNI’'s focus on embassies and
economic hubs suggests a proactive stance
against potential spillover effects.
Additionally, the seizure of 1.4 tons of cyanide
in Bitung highlights ongoing maritime
security challenges and the illicit trade in
hazardous chemicals used in illegal mining.

Economic Security & Fiscal Resilience The
negative outlook from rating agencies is a
significant blow to the administration’s
narrative of stability. While the Finance
Minister downplays the shift as global
economic dynamics, the reality of $92/barrel
oil threatens the 2026 APBN (State Budget)
targets. The government is also monitoring
staple food inflation, which has seen chili and
meat prices rise by up to 20% ahead of the
Eid holiday.

International Relations & State Foreign
Policy Indonesia is attempting a delicate
balancing act. It remains a member of the
"Board of Peace" but has put active
discussions on hold to prioritize the safety of
its citizens and Umrah pilgrims. Over 14,000
pilgrims have been successfully repatriated
after flight disruptions caused by the closure
of Iranian and regional airspace.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
The under-16 phone ban represents an
unprecedented state intervention into family
life and digital habits. Education Minister
Abdul Mu’ti emphasized that the policy aims

nsibl hnol , though
critics point to the difficulty of age verification
on platforms like Google without parental
cooperation.

Disaster Management & Critical
Infrastructure Natural disasters continue to
strain state capacity. Cold lava floods from
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Mount Merapi have claimed three lives and
left others missing, while landslides in
Sukabumi have damaged over 100 homes. The
military’s "TMMD" program is being
leveraged to provide clean air and housing in
rural areas, acting as a secondary disaster
recovery and development arm.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy discussions centered on social control,
nutrition, and transportation efficiency, with a
heavy emphasis on executive orders and
ministerial regulations rather than
parliamentary debate.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Mobile Phone Restriction Policy: A
cross-ministerial directive (8 ministries/

agencies) prohibiting smartphones for

minors under 16, effective March 2026.

 MBG (Makan Bergizi Gratis)
Operational Guidelines: New standards
for waste management (IPAL) and hygiene
in government nutrition centers to prevent
environmental contamination.

* MLFF Toll Regulation: Implementation of
non-stop toll payments to facilitate mass
migration (mudik) flows, with specific
exemptions for certain toll roads in late
March.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Kemlu Crisis Briefing: PLT Director
Henni Hamidah detailed the phased
evacuation plan for WNI in Iran, citing
Azerbaijan as the primary transit point.

* National Nutrition Agency Update:
Officials announced the April launch date

for nutrition centers in "3T" (frontier,
outermost, least developed) regions.

* KPK Pekalongan Briefing: Brief
confirmation of the raid on Regent Fadia
Arafig's office, though specific charges
remain under seal.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Militarized Social Development The

military (TNI) is increasingly being used as a
catch-all solution for state administrative
failures. From clearing flood-damaged schools
to building rural infrastructure and guarding
economic zones, the TNI's "TMMD" and
"Siaga" roles suggest a shift toward a more
securitized form of governance. The historical
retrospective on TB_ Simatupang reinforces
the ideology of the military as the
"dynamicator" of national development.

Archaeological and Cultural Nationalism
In the face of modern geopolitical chaos, there
is a visible trend toward reinforcing national
identity through the past. Massive coverage of
the Gunung Padang site—claims of it being
older than the pyramids of Egypt—and the
promotion of "Buka Bersama" as UNESCO
heritage serve to bolster domestic pride and
social cohesion during the holy month.

The Vulnerability of the "Downstream"
Economy While the government promotes
UMKM and downstreaming (e.g., pepper
processing in Belitung), the economy remains
acutely sensitive to external shocks. The oil
price spike and the negative outlook on debt
highlights that Indonesia’s "Economic Gold
2045" aspirations are currently hostage to
Middle Eastern energy markets and US-Iran
hostilities.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
domestic security as the TNI maintains Siaga
1 status through the end of Ramadan. The
evacuation of WNI from Iran will likely
encounter logistical delays if regional airspace
remains contested. Domestically, food prices
will peak around H-7 of Lebaran, potentially
requiring market interventions to prevent civil
unrest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of
the mobile phone ban for children will face its
first major compliance test, likely leading to
friction between parents and schools. The
MBG program’s success in "3T" regions will
be a bellwether for the administration’s ability
to deliver on core social promises amid a
tightening budget. If oil stays above $90, look
for fuel price adjustments or a reallocation of

development funds to cover subsidies.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to Indonesia’s energy policy may be forced by
the current crisis, accelerating the shift
toward domestic biofuels to mitigate Selat
Hormuz risks. The megalithic research at
Gunung Padang could be used as a diplomatic
tool for "soft power" tourism, provided the site
is protected from illegal gold mining and
developmental encroachment.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

» Jakarta must leverage its neutral status to

secure safe passage corridors for citizens

in the Middle East, as traditional routes are
increasingly compromised.

* The government should formalize its role as
a mediator in the US-Iran conflict to

prevent a global energy crisis that could

derail its domestic economic targets.

* Diplomatic efforts should focus on regional
neighbors (ASEAN) to maintain market
stability and counteract the negative
outlook from global rating agencies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy-dependent industries must hedge
against sustain il pri
Selat Hormuz remains a

geopolitical flashpoint.

volatility as
primary

* Tech companies and app developers must
adapt to strict age verification and parental
control regulations in the Indonesian
market following the under-16 phone ban.

* Opportunities exist in the "Green Economy"
and creative industries (UMKM) as the
government seeks to diversify the economy
away from raw material exports and
vulnerable energy imports.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260307_023000

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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