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War's First Week:
Decapitation Strategy

Assembly of Experts
Continues.

Consensus.

MOJTABA KHAMENEI NAMED SUPREME LEADER:
IRGC Consolidates Power, Contradicts Anti-Dynastic Principles.
Israel & US Signal Legitimate Target.

| INFRASTRUCTURE WARFARE
REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE & ECONOMIC WARFARE

TEHRAN OIL DEPéTS HIT: l[,' ' BAHRAIN DESALINATION PLANT:

Intense Aerial Bombardment, Targeted Strike on
Toxic Smoke Blankets Capital. Critical Water Supply.

= T

Z OIL PRICES
y SPIKED22%  UAE AMAZON DATA CENTERS:

STRAIT OF HORMUZ: DE FACTO CLOSED IRANIAN RETALIATION: Digital Backbone Targeted.
i Global Cost of War Raised.

1/5 Global Oil/Gas Trapped.
Brent Crude Surpasses $100/Barrel. ~ Targeting the “Lifeblood” of Regional Economies.

DIPLOMATIC FRACTURES & GLOBAL FALLOUT

FRACTURING WESTERN ALLIANCES & GLOBAL REPERCUSSIONS
GEOPOLITICAL POWER DYNAMICS & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

US-UK SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP REACHES HISTORIC LOW

m NSIVE 2
WAR ALREADY WON MEASUHES ONLY A 4
= 9 * :

=¥e

@ \‘
2
= @ ~
N DY e | s S mem
INTEREST : G
' jostenshegestictions; Warns Against “Strong Fist”". Targets Drug Cartels,
Predicts “Fall” of Cuba.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
o SHORT TERM: Succession Targeting, Massive
| Refugee Influx. |
‘ o MEDIUM TERM: Economic Fallout (Inflation),
|
|

LEBANON FRONT & HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

Regime Fragmentation.

ISRAELI INCURSIUN © LONG TERM: Regional Realignment (GCC-China),
Re-invasion to Disarm Hezbollah. Security Paradigm Shift (Al & Drone Swarms).

500k+ Displaced, Nearly 400 Killed. JAL
DEEP DIVE: END OF THE REVOLUTIONARY REPUBLIC | INFRASTRUCTURE AS THE NEW FRONT LINE | COLLAPSE OF THE ‘SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

BBCNEWS

MARCH 8, 2026

THE CONSOLIDATION OF A
HARDLINE IRANIAN DYNASTY
AMIDST REGIONAL
INFRASTRUCTURE WARFARE AND
FRACTURING WESTERN ALLIANCES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 8, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in
the conflict between the U.S.-Israeli coalition
and the Islamic Republic of Iran,
characterized by the formalization of a new
Iranian leadership and a shift toward
infrastructure-level warfare. The Iranian
Assembly of Experts officially named Mojtaba
Khamenei, the second son of the late
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as the new Supreme
Leader. This appointment signaling a "power
behind the robes" transition, suggests a deep
consolidation of authority by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), despite
the move contradicting the anti-dynastic
founding principles of the 1979 Revolution.
Israel and the U.S. have already signaled that
the new leader is a legitimate target, ensuring
that the decapitation strategy pursued in the
war’s first week will continue unabated.

Militarily, the conflict has widened to target
the "lifeblood" of regional economies. Intense

aerial bombardment of oil depots in Tehran
has halted fuel distribution and blanketed the

capital in toxic smoke, while Iran has
retaliated with drone and missile strikes
against Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states.  Significant targets included a

lination plant in Bahrain and Amazon
data centers in the UAE, representing a
strategic attempt by Tehran to raise the global
cost of the war. These developments triggered
an immediate shock in energy markets, with
Brent crude surpassing $100 a barrel as the
Strait of Hormuz remains de facto closed to
significant maritime traffic.

Diplomatically, the "Special Relationship"
between the U.S. and the UK has reached a
historic low. President Trump publicly mocked
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, labeling him "no
Churchill" and accusing the UK of attempting
to join a war that has "already been won."
This tension stems from the UK's refusal to
participate in offensive strikes, limiting its
role to "defensive measures only." Meanwhile,
the humanitarian toll continues to mount,
particularly in Lebanon, where an Israeli
incursion and sustained strikes have displaced
half a million people and killed nearly 400,
including dozens of children.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Ascension of Mojtaba Khamenei

e The 88-member Assembly of Experts
reached a majority consensus to appoint
Mojtaba Khamenei as Supreme Leader,
succeeding his father who was killed in the
war's opening salvos. https://
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* Mojtaba, a 56-year-old mid-ranking cleric, * Global oil prices spiked 22% in early Asian

has no track record of public office but is trading, reflecting fears of a protracted
viewed as the principal gatekeeper to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and Iraqi
previous regime and a protege of the IRGC. production drops. https://
h : i ltproj r iv2/tvv/tvv? i Itproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?
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e The IRGC and the Iranian Parliament have The U.S.-UK Diplomatic Rift

declared complete obedience to the new
leader, while protesters in Iranian cities « President Trump criticized the UK Prime
have already begun chanting slogans Minister on social media, suggesting the
against the new “"dynasty" htips:// U.S. "does not need" British aircraft
l.gdeltproj rg/api/v2/ivv/ivy? carriers  after  Starmer's  perceived
id=BBCNEWS_20260308_220000_BBC News hesitation to join the coalition. https://
* Israel's defense establishment has i 1tproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?
reaffirmed its vow to assassinate any id=BBCNEWS 20260308 090000 Sunday with Laura
successor who continues the previous - The UK Foreign Secretary defended
regime’s policies. https:// Starmer’s decisions as being in the
L.gdeltproj Ig/api/v2/tvv/tvy? "national interest" and cited the need to
id=BBCNEWS_20260308_230000_BBC News learn from the "failures of Iraq." https://
Infrastructure and Economic Warfare ) L.gdeltpr -OF 2/t ?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 133000 Tech Now
* U.S. and Israeli strikes hit five 0il depots in * Despite the political spat, U.S. supersonic
and around Tehran, causing massive fires Bl bombers continue to wutilize RAF
that residents described as turning "night Fairford for missions, though under strict
into day." h : i ltproj r i UK  ‘"defensive" restrictions. https://
v2/tvv/tvv? api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?
5 : PO

Iran retaliated by striking Amazon data
centers in the UAE and Bahrain, marking a

The Lebanon Front and Regional Spillover

significant escalation into targeting the « Istaeli troops have re-invaded southern
digital backbone of the Gulf states. https:/ Lebanon to disarm Hezbollah, leading to
L.gdeltproj rg/apiv2/tvv/tvy? the first two Israeli military fatalities of this
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 050000_BBC_News phase.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/
e A critical water lination plant in vv/tvv?

Bahrain was hit, highlighting a new Iranian id=BBCNEWS 20260308 010000 BBC News
strategy ~ to  target  basic  survival * A targeted strike on an upmarket hotel in
infrastructure in neighboring countries. Beirut reportedly killed members of the
https://api.gdeltpro] rg/apiv2/tvv/tvy? Iranian Revolutionary Guard, but also
1d=BBCNEWS_20260308_060000_Breakfast intensified fears among Lebanese civilians
that no area is safe. https://
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* An explosion at the U.S. Embassy in Oslo is Energy and Economic Security
being investigated as a deliberate act of

terrorism, possibly linked to the broader * The de facto closure of the Strait of
conflict. https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/ Hormuz has trapped a fifth of the world’
vV/tvv? oil and gas supplies, creating an immediate

id=BBCNEWS 20260308 110000 BBC News energy shock for Asian markets. https:/
api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS 1d=BBCNEWS_ 20260308 233000 Global Eye
* President Trump dismissed the short-term
AI and Technology Policy price spike as a "small price to pay" for the
destruction of the Iranian nuclear threat.

e The war has seen the first large-scale h : i Itproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?
deployment of Al to select targets and sift id=BBCNEWS 20260308 233000 Global Eye
intelligence, though this has been blamed
for high-casualty errors like the Minab Geopolitical Power Dynamics
school strike. h : i ltproj r
Y y— * China is positioning itself as a stabilizing
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 060000 Breakfast force, with Foreign Minister Wang Yi

B B B criticizing the use of a "strong fist" over

* The targeting of cloud infrastructure "strong reason." https://
(Amazon data centers) highlights the api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvy?
vulnerability of digital sovereignty in the id=BBCNEWS_20260308_060000_Breakfast

Middle East, affecting everything from
banking to healthcare. https://
i ltproj r iV2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS_20260308 050000 BBC News  drug—cartels and predicts the imminent
B B B B "fall' of the Cuban government. https://

Succession and Stability i.gdeltproj rg/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS_20260308_020000 BBC_News

*In the Americas, President Trump is
leveraging regional instability to target

* The election of Mojtaba Khamenei

represents a survivalist strategy by the LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
Iranian elite to prevent state collapse

during wartime. https:// Governance during this period is largely
api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv? defined by executive action and military
Id=BBCNEWS 20260308 220000 BBC News necessity rather than traditional legislative
* Internal dissent remains a threat; reports processes. Policy debates are centered on the

indicate immediate protests broke out in
several cities upon the announcement of
the new leader. https://api.gdeltproject.org/
api/v2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 220000 BBC News
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interpretation of "national interest" and the
legality of the conflict under international law.

* UK National Interest Policy: Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper clarified the UK's
policy of independent decision-making,
refusing to "outsource" foreign policy to
Washington. This includes the two-stage
decision to provide defensive support only

after  witnessing "reckless" Iranian
retaliation  against  partners. https://
i Itproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?

* UN Humanitarian Briefing: Tom Fletcher
warned that the sustained attack on the
rule of law and UN institutions by "strong
man" geopolitics is creating a grave civilian
peril. https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/
tvv?

id=BBCNEWS_20260308_ 190000 BBC News

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

d of the Revolutionary Republic

id=BBCNEW8720260308709OOOOfSundayfwithﬁLrgﬁlleaf uenss%erg

* Shield of the Americas Proclamation: At
a summit in Florida, U.S. and Latin
American leaders signed a proclamation
committing to a military coalition to target
drug cartels, marking a shift toward using

military  assets for  regional law
enforcement. h i ltproj r
api/v2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 020000 BBC News

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Starmer-Trump Phone Call: A brief
readout from Downing Street confirmed the
leaders discussed military cooperation and
the use of RAF bases for collective self-
defense, though it omitted the ongoing
political spat. https://api.gdeltproject.org/
api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS_20260308_ 190000 BBC News

* Arab League Emergency Meeting:
Requested by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the
League condemned Iranian strikes as a
"blatant viol international law.

] //api.adeltoroi ) ”

id=BBCNEWS_20260308 123000 BBC News

The ascension of Mojtaba Khamenei is more
than a leadership change; it is the death of
the 1979 Revolution’s anti-monarchical soul.
By installing a hereditary successor, the
regime has signaled that it values IRGC-
backed stability over ideological purity or
public legitimacy. Analysts suggest this makes
the Islamic Republic more resemble the
monarchy it replaced, potentially alienating
even its remaining supporters.
However, in a state of "total war," this
consolidation creates a single, albeit highly
vulnerable, target for the U.S.-Israeli
coalition.

clerical

Infrastructure as the New Front Line

Tehran’s strategy has evolved from symbolic
retaliation to targeting the "life blood" of the
Gulf—water and data. By striking a
desalination plant in Bahrain and Amazon's
data centers, Iran is testing the "pain
threshold" of its neighbors and their Western
partners. This "soft target" strategy aims to
bypass superior Israeli air defenses (like the
Iron Dome) to cause societal disruption that
the U.S. and GCC cannot easily ignore or
repair.

The Collapse of the "Special Relationship"
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The rhetoric between Trump and Starmer
represents a fundamental rupture in the
Anglo-American security architecture.
Trump’s "America First" unilateralism, where
allies are expected to 'blindly follow"
Washington, has collided with a UK Labour
government haunted by the "ghosts of Iraq."
The UK's attempt to provide "defensive only"
support while acting as a staging post for U.S.
bombers has resulted in a middle ground that
satisfies neither Washington nor domestic
anti-war critics.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Succession Targeting: Expect a

significant attempt on Mojtaba Khamenei’s
life within the month, as Israel has already
obtained air superiority over Tehran and
knows the locations of top officials. https://

i 1tproj r iNv2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS 20260308 190000 _BBC_News

* Refugee Influx: A massive wave of
displacement is imminent; the EU expects
an unprecedented flow of people toward
Turkey and Europe as Iranian and
Lebanese cities become uninhabitable due
to smoke and bombardment. https:/

i 1tproj r iNv2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS 20260308 170000 _BBC News

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Economic Fallout: Sustained $100+ oil
prices will likely trigger inflationary cycles
in Europe and the UK, potentially
impacting the U.S. midterm elections
despite Trump’s current defiance. https://

i 1tproj r iN2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 220000 BBC News

* Regime Fragmentation: If Mojtaba fails
to unify the disparate power centers, we
may see internal "dark horse" candidates
like Hassan Rouhani attempting to open
back channels to the West, leading to a
potential IRGC-clerical civil war. https://

i Itproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 220000 BBC News

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Regional Realignment: The inability of
the U.S. to protect Gulf infrastructure
(data/water) may force GCC states to move
closer to China as a more "predictable"
partner for regional stability. https://

. cdeltoro iy 9
id=BBCNEWS_20260308 060000 Breakfast

Security Paradigm Shift: The use of Al
and drone swarms in this conflict will
fundamentally permanently change how
global critical infrastructure is designed,
with data centers requiring military-grade
physical hardening. https://
 qdel . ani/y2/ 5
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 050000 BBC News

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Prioritize the protection of civilian critical
infrastructure (desalination and data) in the
Gulf to prevent a regional humanitarian
collapse independent of the kinetic war.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 050000 BBC News

* Establish a formal "deconfliction" channel
with China to manage the impacts of the
Strait of Hormuz closure on global trade.
h : i ltproj r iv2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 060000 Breakfast
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e The UK must prepare for secondary
diplomatic fallout from the U.S., potentially
impacting trade or tech partnerships as
Trump "remembers" Starmer's refusal to
fully commit to the war

leltproi DI/ R

EWS 202

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Energy costs are no
longer the only variable; the petrochemical
industry (urea, sulfuric acid) is stuck in the
Gulf, threatening global agricultural cycles
this spring. https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/
v2/tvv/tvv?

id=BBCNEWS_20260308 220000 BBC News

Cyber/Physical Security: Multinational
tech firms must reassess the wisdom of
placing infrastructure in conflict-prone
regions, as drone swarms have proven
capable of overwhelming conventional

defenses. h i 1tproj r i

v2/tvv/tvv?
id=BBCNEWS 20260308 050000 BBC News

Aviation/Travel Volatility: The "Instagram
Effect" tourism model in the Middle East is
temporarily broken; widespread
cancellations and airspace closures will
likely last months, not weeks. https://

i 1tproj r iNv2/tvv/tvv?

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

id=BBCNEWS_20260308_053000_Talking Business

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

1s used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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