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IRGC HARDLINERS CEMENT POWER

WITH MOJTABA KHAMENEI’S

APPOINTMENT AMID US-ISRAELI

INFRASTRUCTURE DECIMATION

AND REGIONAL ESCALATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The ninth day of the conflict between Iran and

the  US-Israeli  coalition  marked  a  critical

turning point as the Iranian domestic political

vacuum  was  abruptly  filled  by  the

appointment  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei as  the

third  Supreme  Leader.  This  hereditary

succession, announced late in the evening by

the  Assembly  of  Experts,  signals  a

consolidation  of  power  by  the  IRGC’s  "hard

core"  and  the  intelligence  apparatus,

effectively  sidelining  moderate  factions  like

those  led  by  Masoud  Pezeshkian.  The

appointment directly defies warnings from US

President  Donald  Trump,  who  asserted  that

any leader chosen without US approval would

not  survive  long,  and  Israeli  threats  to

liquidate  the  Assembly  of  Experts  if  they

convened.

Simultaneously,  the  coalition  shifted  its

targeting strategy toward critical non-military

infrastructure, decimating oil storage facilities

in  Shahran,  Fardis,  and  Aghdasieh.  These

strikes  have  plunged  Tehran  and  Alborz

provinces into an environmental and logistical

crisis,  characterized  by  toxic  "black  rain,"

severe  air  pollution,  and  immediate  fuel

rationing.  While  the  Iranian  government

claims  strategic  reserves  are  sufficient  for

10-12 days, independent analysts suggest the

destruction of distribution hubs could lead to

a  near-total  collapse  of  urban  services  and

electricity generation within a fortnight.

The  regional  dimension  reached  a  "boiling

point"  as  the  IRGC  Aerospace  Force,  now

under direct command of the new leadership,

intensified its "tit-for-tat" strikes against Gulf

neighbors.  Attacks  on  water  desalination

plants  in  Bahrain,  fuel  tanks  at  Kuwait’s

international airport, and residential areas in

Tel  Aviv  demonstrate  a  "madman  strategy"

intended to force a diplomatic exit by spiking

global  oil  prices  and  endangering  coalition

allies.  President  Trump  has  responded  by

entertaining  the  possibility  of  redrawing

Iran’s  map,  suggesting  that  the  nation's

territorial integrity is no longer a US priority.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Hereditary  Succession  Formally

Established: Following the reported death

of Ali  Khamenei and his immediate family

in coalition strikes, the Assembly of Experts

named  Mojtaba  Khamenei  as  Supreme

Leader.  The  move  is  seen  as  a  survival

tactic  by  the  IRGC’s  security-intelligence

wings,  particularly  the  "Habib  Battalion"

network,  to  maintain  command  cohesion

during the war.
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Decimation  of  Urban  Energy

Infrastructure: Coalition  airstrikes

successfully  destroyed  five  major  fuel

depots serving  the  capital  region.  The

resulting fires have created an atmospheric

disaster,  with  health  officials  warning

citizens to avoid "acidic vapors" while the

government slashed daily fuel quotas from

30 liters to 20 liters.

Strategic  Retaliation  Against

Neighbors: Iran launched a wave of drone

and  missile  attacks  targeting  non-

combatant economic hubs in the Gulf. This

included  an  impact  on  a  government

building in  Kuwait  and  residential

casualties  in  Saudi  Arabia,  prompting the

UAE and  Saudi  Arabia  to  release  combat

footage  of  interceptions  as  a  warning  to

Tehran.

Trump’s "Map Change" and "Approval"

Doctrine: In  high-level  interviews,

President  Trump  refused  to  guarantee

Iran’s territorial  integrity,  stating that the

map of Iran would likely change post-war.

He  also  demanded  that  the  next  Iranian

leader  be  "approved"  by  Washington  to

ensure  stability,  a  condition  the  new

leadership in Tehran has already rejected.

Internal  Regime  Fragmentation: A

profound rift emerged within the temporary

leadership  council.  While  President

Pezeshkian  publicly  apologized to

neighbors for "fire-at-will" military actions,

Chief  Justice  Ejei  and  IRGC  commanders

overrode  him,  insisting  that  attacks  on

countries hosting US bases would continue

with intensity.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

The  appointment  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei

represents the final collapse of the Islamic

Republic’s  anti-monarchical  pretenses,

shifting to a dynastic model to ensure the

survival  of  the  IRGC-dominated  "deep

state."

The  Assembly  of  Experts  reportedly

conducted the vote under extreme duress,

with many members meeting in  secret  or

non-physical  sessions to  avoid  Israeli

airstrikes  targeted  at  the  selection

committee.

Critical Infrastructure & Energy Security

Tehran is facing a distribution crisis rather

than  a  production  crisis.  While  refineries

remain  functional,  the  destruction  of

transfer hubs in Tehran and Alborz makes

the  movement  of  fuel  nearly  impossible

under wartime conditions.

Global  oil  markets  reacted sharply  to  the

succession news, with prices climbing 18%

to approximately $108 per barrel  in early

Asian trading sessions.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

Trump’s  rhetoric  suggests  a  shift  from

"regime  change"  to  territorial

fragmentation. By discussing the possibility

of  redrawing  maps  and  withdrawing

support for a centralized Kurd intervention,

he  is  signaling  a  willingness  to  accept  a

weakened, divided Iran.

Israel’s strategy is increasingly focused on

structural  paralysis,  targeting  the  "tent

poles" of the regime—the leadership, the oil

revenue,  and  the  aerospace  command

centers.
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Digital Sovereignty & Information Control

Internet connectivity remains below 1% of

normal levels. The regime is using a "white

list"  system  to  allow  only  state-approved

entities  access,  while  the  general

population  relies  on  high-risk  tools  like

Starlink or localized mesh networks.

Evidence  suggests  Chinese  technical

assistance has been pivotal in creating this

"digital  blackout,"  facilitating  the

surveillance  and  suppression  of  urban

dissent during the air campaign.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

Tehran residents are experiencing extreme

psychological  trauma,  characterized  by

"apocalyptic scenes" of fire and toxic smog.

Despite  this,  some  neighborhoods  have

reported  anti-regime  chants during

bombings,  indicating that  the conflict  has

not  unified  the  public  behind  the

government.

Rationing and the potential collapse of the

food supply chain due to fuel shortages are

expected to  trigger urban service failures

in the coming week.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  in  Iran  has  shifted  to  an

emergency  footing,  with  the  temporary

leadership  council  issuing  contradictory

decrees.  US  policy  is  being  dictated  via

executive  interviews  rather  than  formal

Congressional  action,  though  mid-term

election pressures are beginning to influence

the Trump administration’s messaging on the

war's duration.

POLICIES  AND  DECREES

DISCUSSED: 

Fuel Rationing Decree: The Governor of

Tehran  implemented  a  reduction in  daily

personal  fuel  quotas  from  30L  to  20L,

citing the destruction of regional depots.

Public  Health  Warnings: The

Environmental Protection Organization and

Red Crescent issued a stay-at-home order

for Tehran residents due to the toxicity of

the air following oil fires.

US  "Approval"  Policy: President  Trump

articulated  a  new  foreign  policy  doctrine

stating the US would not recognize or allow

the survival of any Iranian leader not vetted

by Washington.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump  ABC  News  Interview: The

President discussed sending ground troops

to secure enriched uranium in Isfahan and

admitted that Iran's map might change.

Pezeshkian’s  Video  Message: The

Iranian  President  apologized  to

neighboring  states for  IRGC  strikes,  an

apology that was immediately undermined

by the IRGC command.

Assembly of Experts Briefing: Members

announced they had reached a "consensus"

on  the  new leader,  later  confirmed  to  be

Mojtaba Khamenei.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Dynastic Gambit

The rapid  elevation  of  Mojtaba Khamenei  is

more  than  a  simple  succession;  it  is  a

strategic  entrenchment by  the  security

apparatus. By placing a figure with deep ties
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to  the  intelligence  services  and  the  IRGC

Aerospace  Force  at  the  helm,  the  regime is

signaling that it will prioritize military survival

over diplomatic compromise. This makes the

"Pezeshkian-Larijani"  diplomatic  channel

functionally  obsolete.  Mojtaba,  who  has  no

formal  executive  experience  but  massive

"behind  the  curtains"  power,  now inherits  a

war he helped architect via his support for the

IRGC's regional proxies.

The "Madman" Regional Strategy

Iran  is  no  longer  attempting  to  win  a

conventional  war  against  the  US  or  Israel.

Instead,  it  is  employing a  regional  sabotage

strategy.  By  striking  desalination  plants  in

Bahrain and fuel hubs in Kuwait, Tehran aims

to make the war too expensive for the global

economy. The logic is that $200 per barrel oil

will  force  the  US to  the  negotiating  table

before  the  Iranian  military  is  totally

annihilated. The irony is that this strategy is

driving  Gulf  nations  like  Saudi  Arabia  and

Azerbaijan  closer  to  active  military

participation against Iran.

Infrastructure as the New Battlefront

The shift from targeting missile silos to urban

oil  depots marks  a  move  toward  "structural

paralysis."  The  goal  is  to  make  life  in  the

capital  untenable,  hoping  to  trigger  an

internal  collapse  of  the  social  order.  The

"black rain" in Tehran is a potent symbol of

this; it is not just an environmental hazard but

a psychological weapon designed to show the

population  that  the  regime  cannot  even

protect the air they breathe or the water they

drink.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect an immediate attempt by Israel or

the  US to  liquidate  Mojtaba  Khamenei to

validate  Trump’s  "not  for  long"  warning.

This  would  leave  Iran  in  a  state  of  total

decapitation.

Tehran will likely face a complete stoppage

of public transportation and private vehicle

movement as fuel distribution fails, leading

to potential food riots or mass displacement

from the capital.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

Pressure on the Trump administration will

mount as US military casualties (currently

at  7)  rise  and  domestic  gas  prices  hit

record  highs.  Trump  may  feel  forced  to

either  escalate  to  a  ground  invasion  to

"finish  the  job"  or  declare  a  premature

victory.

Ethnic  peripheral  regions,  particularly

Kurdistan and Khuzestan,  may see armed

incursions or autonomy declarations if the

central  government’s  "state  capacity"

continues to erode at the current rate.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The "Map of Iran" is unlikely to return to its

pre-war state. Even if the regime survives,

territorial  concessions to  the  UAE  over

disputed  islands  or  the  emergence  of

autonomous zones in the north and south

are highly probable structural outcomes.

The  environmental  damage  from  the

destruction  of  desalination and  oil

infrastructure  will  lead  to  a  long-term

public health crisis and a permanent shift

in regional water security dynamics.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Neutralize  the  "fire-at-will"

regional command structure by identifying

and striking decentralized IRGC nodes that

are  operating  independently  of  the

fractured central government in Tehran.

Economic: Prepare  for  a  prolonged

disruption of the Strait of Hormuz; Trump’s

"few weeks" timeline for normalizing traffic

appears overly optimistic given the IRGC’s

remaining drone and mine capacity.

Diplomatic: Establish  contact  with  the

"technocratic"  layers  of  the  Iranian

bureaucracy  who  are  alienated  by

Mojtaba’s  appointment to  prepare  for  an

eventual transition of power once the "hard

core" is eliminated.

For Private Sector / Investors:

Energy  Supply  Chains: Assume  a  high-

risk environment for all Gulf-based energy

infrastructure.  The  "eye  for  an  eye"

strategy means that  Bahraini  and Kuwaiti

assets are now as much at risk as Iranian

ones.

Logistics: Regional air travel and shipping

will  remain  severely  restricted;  the

reopening of Tel Aviv’s airport is a localized

success  but  does  not  reflect  the  broader

regional volatility.

ESG and Health Risks: Corporations with

personnel in the region should monitor acid

rain  and  toxic  smog trajectories,  as

atmospheric  pollution  from  oil  fires  is

spreading  across  borders,  posing  a  long-

term liability and health risk.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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