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CANADA NAVIGATES A STRATEGIC

PIVOT TOWARD INDO-PACIFIC

TRADE WHILE BALANCING A

FRAGILE DIPLOMATIC STANCE ON

THE ESCALATING U.S.-ISRAELI WAR

IN IRAN.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  landscape  on  March  8,  2026,  is

dominated by the ninth day of Operation Epic

Fury, a massive U.S.-Israeli military campaign

against  the  Iranian  regime.  Following  the

assassination  of  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei, the conflict has shifted toward the

systematic  destruction  of  Iran’s  nuclear,

naval, and energy infrastructure, leading to a

blockade of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz and a  7%

spike  in  global  oil  prices.  While  Washington

maintains the war is a "rescue operation" for

the Iranian people,  internal  divisions  among

Republicans and discrepancies in intelligence

regarding  "imminent  threats"  suggest  a

complex  web  of  personal,  political,  and

strategic motivations, including retaliation for

prior plots against President Trump.

In  Canada,  Prime  Minister  Mark  Carney  is

attempting  to  establish  "principled

pragmatism"  as  the  nation’s  new  foreign

policy doctrine. Carney’s government initially

offered support for the U.S. objective of a non-

nuclear  Iran  but  pivoted  within  days  to

emphasize  international  law and  the

protection  of  civilians.  This  shift  reflects  a

desperate  domestic  need  to  manage  the

"audience  of  one"—Donald  Trump—while

placating a liberal caucus and a public wary of

American  military  adventurism.

Simultaneously,  Carney  is  aggressively

pursuing  trade  diversification  through  a  10-

day mission to India, Australia, and Japan to

mitigate the impact of U.S. tariffs and threats

of Canadian annexation.

Domestically,  Canada  faces  a  "survival

economy"  characterized  by  record-breaking

food  bank  usage,  a  25%  surge  in  rents  in

some provinces,  and a  healthcare system at

its breaking point. Critical investigations have

highlighted the unregulated use of "spithoods"

in prisons, leading to multiple deaths, and the

rise of "maple washing" in the retail sector as

companies  exploit  nationalist  sentiment  to

mask  American-made  products.  As  the

government prepares to unveil  a national AI

strategy, the technology is already reshaping

Quebec’s classrooms and diagnostic medicine,

despite growing concerns over "AI psychosis"

and  the  environmental  cost  of  data  center

water consumption.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation Epic Fury and Global Energy

Contagion: The  U.S.  and  Israel  have  hit

over  4,000  targets  in  Iran,  successfully

eliminating its  navy and degrading its  air

defenses. The resulting closure of the Strait

of Hormuz has stalled 20% of the world's

oil and gas flow, threatening to push prices

past $100 per barrel. Energy infrastructure

in  Saudi  Arabia  and  Qatar has  also

sustained collateral damage.
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Carney’s  Strategic  Trade

Diversification: Prime  Minister  Carney

returned from an Indo-Pacific mission with

billions  in  new  deals,  including  a  $2.6

billion  uranium  deal with  India  and  a

commitment to a Free Trade Agreement by

year-end. This is part of a broader effort to

reduce Canada's economic dependence on

a volatile U.S. administration.

The "Spithood" Accountability Crisis: A

major investigation revealed that Canadian

institutions  continue  to  use  "spithoods"—

labeled  by  some  as  tools  of  torture—on

inmates  and  children  without  federal

regulation.  At  least  17  deaths  have  been

linked to these devices, leading to calls for

a ban similar to those enacted in Australia

and parts of the U.S.

Canadian Housing and Food Insecurity:

Rents  in  Saskatchewan have jumped 25%

in  two  years,  while  25%  of  Canadian

households  now  struggle  to  afford  food.

Investigations  into  "property  controls"  by

major  grocers  like  Sobeys  reveal  anti-

competitive  leases that  prevent  rival

discount stores from opening in the same

plazas.

AI  Integration  in  Public  Life: 73%  of

post-secondary  students  now  use

generative AI for schoolwork, prompting an

integrity crisis in education. Meanwhile, AI

is being deployed in medical transcription

and  breast  cancer  screening,  showing  a

20% improvement in detection over human

radiologists.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technology Policy 

The  emergence  of  "AI  agents"  capable  of

making  autonomous  purchases  and

executing complex tasks is  threatening to

bypass traditional e-commerce and search

models.

Data centers in Canada are facing scrutiny

over water consumption; some facilities use

enough water to fill a swimming pool every

two days for cooling.

The first known "AI artist," an R&B singer

named Anna Indiana, has reportedly signed

a multi-million  dollar  deal,  sparking labor

concerns in the entertainment industry.

Economic Security and Trade 

The "Buy Canadian" movement has seen a

100%  surge  in  demand  for  domestic

products,  though  retailers  are  accused  of

"maple  washing"—using  misleading  labels

like  "Designed  in  Canada"  for  products

entirely manufactured in the U.S.

China has officially  dropped canola tariffs

to  15% as  part  of  a  trade  normalization

following  Canadian  commitments  to  allow

Chinese EVs into the market.

Energy and Critical Infrastructure 

Canada's  ability  to  replace  Gulf  State  oil

exports  is  limited;  current  infrastructure

allows for  only 250,000 additional  barrels

per day, less than 1% of global production.

Hydro  Quebec  is  testing  AI-driven  "smart

grids" and LIDAR-based tree management

to prevent ice-storm-related power outages.
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International Relations and Sovereignty 

Governor  General  Mary  Simon  voiced

serious  concern over  U.S.  threats  to

"acquire"  Greenland,  emphasizing  that

Arctic  sovereignty  begins  with  the

permanent residents (Inuit).

The  U.S.  Secretary  of  War  Pete  Hegseth

maintains that Operation Epic Fury is not

about regime change, yet the assassination

of  the  Supreme  Leader  has  created  a

"regime change in fact."

Domestic Stability and Rule of Law 

Saskatoon  and  Montreal  are  experiencing

"rental  market  distress,"  with  one  in  five

Quebecers struggling to pay rent.

The  family  of  Nikus  Dandre  Spring,  who

died  after  being  pepper-sprayed  and

hooded in a Montreal jail, continues to fight

for  criminal  accountability in  a  system

where charges against officers remain rare.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Carney government is utilizing a suite of

public safety and economic bills to strengthen

domestic  security  and trade resilience while

managing  a  minority  parliament  that  is

currently  experiencing  a  rare  spirit  of

collaboration from the Conservatives to avoid

an early election.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Bill  C-2  (Lawful  Access): Legislation

aimed  at  providing  law  enforcement  with

updated tools to track digital criminals.

Bill  C-12  (Border  Security): Aimed  at

strengthening  border  controls  to  combat

transnational repression.

Bill C-14 (Sentencing Reform): Proposes

tougher  sentences  for  crimes  related  to

money laundering and organized crime.

Bill  2  (Quebec  Health  Reform): A

controversial bill that linked doctor pay to

performance;  its  implementation  was

partially  paused to  prevent  mass  clinic

closures in Montreal.

Ontario Basic Income Pilot: Discussed in

the context  of  a  $200 million  class-action

lawsuit against the Ontario government for

cancelling the project mid-trial.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

U.S.  Secretary  of  War  Briefing: Pete

Hegseth  defended  Operation  Epic  Fury,

focusing  on  "decisive  victory"  while

dismissing intelligence discrepancies.

Prime  Minister  Carney  By-Election

Call: Carney  called  for  three  by-elections

on April 13th in an attempt to secure a slim

majority.

Quebec  National  Police  Academy:

Admitted it provides no training on the use

of  spit  masks  despite  their  widespread

deployment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of the "Pearson Era" 

Analysts suggest Canada has entered a post-

Pearson  era  of  "principled  pragmatism."

Forced by a transactional U.S. president who

threatens  100%  tariffs and  Canadian

annexation, Carney is making "uncomfortable"

deals with China and India. This shift signifies

an abandonment of traditional multilateralism

in  favor  of  "coalitions  of  the  willing"  and

dogged defense of sovereignty and prosperity

over idealistic human rights rhetoric.
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The Rise of the "Automated State" 

AI is no longer a future prospect but a current

administrative  crutch.  From  managing

fisheries  surveys to  screening  for  breast

cancer  and  transcribing  medical  notes,  the

Canadian  state  is  integrating  AI  to  mask

severe  labor  shortages  and  budget  cuts.

However, the reliance on "AI agents" and bots

in  classrooms  and  hospitals  is  creating  a

"human-in-the-loop" crisis where professional

accountability  is  being  offloaded  to

proprietary algorithms.

The  "Survival  Economy"  and  Domestic

Unrest 

A  thematic  undercurrent  of  desperation

pervades  the  domestic  reports.  Seniors  are

being forced back into the workforce at age

70 to pay for housing, while pet owners are

euthanizing animals due to medical costs. The

"Buy Canadian" movement is a manifestation

of this economic nationalism, yet the "maple

washing"  scandal  highlights  how  easily  this

sentiment is commodified by corporations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued spike in gas prices as the Strait

of  Hormuz  remains  closed;  gas  station

"sticker  shock"  will  likely  drive  inflation

past 5% in Canada. Domestic political focus

will shift to the April 13 by-elections, which

serve  as  a  referendum on  Carney’s  Indo-

Pacific trade pivot.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  U.S.-

China  state  visit  in  late  March  will

determine  if  Beijing  moves  from  "deep

sadness" to active military support for Iran.

In  Canada,  the  National  AI  Strategy  will

likely face a "water crisis" as municipalities

in  dry  regions  like  Alberta  block  data

center  projects to  protect  local  water

tables.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  structural

shift  toward  Indo-Pacific  trade  could

permanently alter the North American auto

sector. If U.S. tariffs on Canadian-made EVs

persist,  Canada may fully  align its  supply

chains  with  South  Korean  and  Chinese

manufacturers,  signaling  a  historic

decoupling  from  the  "Big  Three"  Detroit

automakers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Canada  must  intensify  "humanitarian

diplomacy"  to  address  the  1%  internet

connectivity in Iran, as the blackout allows

for "unchecked civilian casualties" and the

possible use of AI-driven "autonomous kill

chains."

The  government  should  seek  a  formal

"Arctic  Security  Alliance"  with  Denmark

and  Greenland  to  counteract  U.S.

expansionist rhetoric.

Establish  clear  "Red  Lines"  for  AI  in  the

military  to  ensure  human  review of  all

lethal decisions, especially as the U.S. shifts

to Open AI for combat operations.
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For Private Sector/Investors: 

Risk Management: Investors should treat

crypto-assets  with  extreme  caution  as

fugitives like Andy Majedovic remain active

on Telegram, planning "future hacks" with

"sophisticated digital scheme" capabilities.

Supply Chain Opportunity: The softwood

lumber industry is on the brink of collapse

due to U.S.  tariffs;  diversification into the

Indo-Pacific  housing  market  is  now  a

survival imperative.

Regulatory Compliance: Retailers should

expect  mandatory  "Country  of  Origin"

labeling  reform similar  to  Australia’s

"kangaroo and bar chart" model to combat

the "maple washing" trend.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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