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THE US-ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN

ENTERS A HIGH-STAKES

ESCALATION PHASE AS TEHRAN’S

OIL INFRASTRUCTURE IS

TARGETED FOR THE FIRST TIME

AMIDST A CRITICAL LEADERSHIP

SUCCESSION CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On  March  8,  2026,  the  US-Israeli  military

campaign against the Islamic Republic of Iran,

dubbed  "Operation  Epic  Fury,"  entered  its

second week with a significant expansion of

target  sets  to  include  oil  infrastructure.  For

the first time in the nine-day conflict, Israeli

air  strikes  targeted  fuel  depots  in  Tehran,

resulting in toxic black smoke blanketing the

capital and the flow of burning gasoline into

residential  areas.  This  shift  signals  a

transition from the initial  "decapitation" and

air  defense  suppression  phases  toward  the

systematic  degradation  of  Iran’s  economic

capacity and internal security apparatus.

Simultaneously,  the  Iranian  regime  faces  an

acute  internal  crisis  following  the  death  of

Supreme  Leader  Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei.

Reports indicate that the Assembly of Experts

has  chosen  Mojtaba  Khamenei,  the  late

leader’s  son,  as  the  successor,  though  a

formal  announcement  has  been  delayed  for

security  reasons.  The  US  and  Israel  have

responded by vowing to target any new chief,

maintaining  a  maximalist  stance  that  seeks

the  total  dismantling  of  the  current  clerical

order.  Despite  the  loss  of  leadership,  the

Islamic  Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC)

continues  a  "mosaic  defense,"  launching

waves  of  missiles  and  drones against  Israel

and its neighbors, including the UAE, Kuwait,

and Saudi Arabia.

Internationally,  the  conflict  is  eroding  long-

standing legal  norms and economic stability.

German Chancellor  Friedrich Merz’s  visit  to

Washington highlighted a growing diplomatic

dilemma for  European  allies,  as  Germany

appears  to  be  de-emphasizing  international

law in favor of maintaining coalition cohesion

with the Trump administration. Domestically,

Merz’s  CDU  suffered  a  surprise  election

defeat in  Baden-Württemberg  to  the  Green

Party,  led  by  Cem  Özdemir,  a  result  widely

viewed  as  a  rebuke  of  the  federal

government's  handling  of  the  economic  and

security  crises.  Global  energy  markets  are

bracing for a prolonged shock as the Strait of

Hormuz remains effectively paralyzed.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion  of  Target  Sets  to  Economic

Infrastructure

Israeli  strikes  hit  an  oil  depot  in  Tehran,

marking the first attack on the Republic's

energy infrastructure during the war.

The  resulting  fires  caused  toxic  fumes,

prompting authorities to warn residents of

potential eye and lung damage.

The  IRGC  warned  of  retaliatory  strikes

against  regional  energy  infrastructure  if

attacks on Iranian oil facilities continue.
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Iranian Leadership Succession Crisis

The clerical assembly reportedly agreed on

Mojtaba  Khamenei as  the  new  Supreme

Leader to succeed his father.

Official  confirmation  is  being  withheld  to

prevent  the  immediate  elimination of  the

new leader by US-Israeli strikes.

President Trump has claimed he expects to

have  a  say  in  selecting the  next  ruler  of

Iran,  a  claim  rejected  by  Tehran  as  a

violation of sovereignty.

Regional Conflict and Proxy Retaliation

Iran launched over 120 drones and missiles

at  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  temporarily

suspending operations at Dubai’s airport.

Six US service personnel were killed in a

drone  attack at  a  command  center  in

Kuwait,  with  their  remains  returned  to

Dover Airbase.

Israeli  strikes in Lebanon have killed 394

people,  targeting  IRGC  commanders  and

Hezbollah strongholds in Beirut and Tyre.

Global Maritime and Energy Paralysis

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  is  at  a  standstill,

blocking  roughly  20%  of  global  oil  flows

and 15% of Europe's LNG imports.

Major  shipping  giants,  including  Maersk

and  Hapag-Lloyd,  have  halted  passage

through  the  Suez  Canal  and  Hormuz,

rerouting around Africa.

Brent crude oil  prices have jumped above

$90 per barrel, with expectations of further

increases as the conflict persists.

German Domestic Political Shifts

The Green Party achieved a surprise win in

the Baden-Württemberg state election, with

Cem Özdemir set to become the first state

premier of Turkish origin.

Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz’s  CDU  trailed

the  Greens,  indicating  political  instability

for  the  federal  government  at  a  time  of

international crisis.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

The total  blockage of  Qatari  LNG exports

via  the  Strait  of  Hormuz poses  an

existential threat to European gas storage

levels, currently at historic lows.

The US has temporarily eased sanctions on

Russian  oil  for  India  to  mitigate  a  global

supply  gap,  highlighting  the  fragility  of

energy diplomacy.

Succession & Stability

The  Iranian  regime  is  attempting  to

transition to a hereditary leadership model

via  Mojtaba  Khamenei  to  maintain  IRGC

loyalty and clerical continuity.

The  US  strategy  of  "regime  change"

remains  ill-defined,  with  internal  military

reports  warning  that  neither  short  nor

extended campaigns are likely to dislodge

the regime entirely.

International Relations & Statecraft

Europe  is  deeply  divided,  with  Spain’s

Pedro  Sanchez  condemning  the  war as  a

violation  of  international  law,  while

Germany’s  Merz  avoids  such  criticism  to

preserve ties with Trump.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_150000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_000000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_040000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_040000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_220000_Afrimaxx
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_220000_Afrimaxx
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_091500_Shift
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_091500_Shift
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_113000_Italys_New_Farmers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_113000_Italys_New_Farmers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_170000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_190000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_091500_Shift
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_113000_Italys_New_Farmers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_200000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_201500_Sports_Life
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_201500_Sports_Life
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab


Trump has threatened to cut off trade with

Spain following  its  refusal  to  support

military  operations  and  its  calls  for  legal

accountability.

National Security & Military Architecture

The US relies  on  its  Ramstein  Airbase in

Germany  for  logistics,  though  German

policy  remains  "full  cooperation"  despite

domestic legal debates.

The IRGC claims to have enough missiles

and drones to sustain high-intensity combat

for six months.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  conflict  has  triggered  urgent  legislative

and policy debates across the globe, primarily

focusing  on  war  powers,  trade  tariffs,  and

emergency energy measures.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

US Senate War Power Resolution: A vote

is pending in the US Senate regarding the

domestic  legal  authorization  for  the

ongoing war in Iran.

German  Base  Stationing  Agreement:

Debates continue in Germany over whether

the  stationing  agreement with  the  US

allows  for  offensive  operations  that  may

violate international law.

US  Tariff  Regime: President  Trump  is

seeking  a  new  legal  basis  to  implement

15% tariffs on European goods following a

Supreme Court ruling against his previous

trade policies.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Merz-Trump  Oval  Office  Meeting:

Chancellor Merz met with President Trump

to discuss security guarantees for Ukraine

and  the  Iran  conflict,  where  Trump

criticized  NATO allies  like  Spain  and  the

UK.

White  House  Weekly  Briefing: Press

Secretary  Caroline  Leavitt  reportedly

showed  visible  nervousness when

questioned  about  the  lack  of  an  exit

strategy in Iran.

China's  "Two  Sessions": Beijing

announced  a  7%  increase in  its  military

budget and set an economic growth target

of 5%, despite concerns over global trade

disruptions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Collapse  of  the  International  Legal

Order

A  recurring  theme  is  the  perceived

abandonment  of  international  law  as  the

primary  framework  for  global  stability.

Chancellor Merz’s refusal to lecture partners

on  legal  violations  suggests  that  even  the

most  traditionally  law-abiding  states  are

pivoting toward "power politics." This trend is

further  evidenced  by  the  US  bypassing  the

UN  Security  Council,  where  the  P5  veto

power has  effectively  paralyzed  traditional

intervention  mechanisms.  Analysts  suggest

the world is entering a "Cold War 2.0" where

security  is  defined  by  military  dominance

rather than treaties.

The Vulnerability of Global Supply Hubs

The  war  has  exposed  the  fragility  of  global

"choke points." The paralysis of the Strait of

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_120200_HER_-_Women_in_Asia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_071500_Shift
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_120200_HER_-_Women_in_Asia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_093000_The_77_Percent
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_143000_Under_the_Baobab
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_071500_Shift
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260308_071500_Shift


Hormuz is not only spiking energy prices but

is  also  straining  humanitarian  aid flows.

Centers  like  Dubai,  which  serves  as  a  vital

logistics hub for global aid, have seen stocks

grounded.  This  trend  indicates  that  modern

conflict  in  the  Middle  East  is  no  longer

regional;  it  is  a  catastrophic  blow to  global

supply chains already weakened by previous

crises  like  the  COVID-19  pandemic  and  the

Ukraine war.

Technological Warfare: The Asymmetry of

Drones

Despite US-Israeli air superiority, the Iranian

"mosaic  defense"  utilizes  low-cost  suicide

drones (approx. $30,000 each) to overwhelm

sophisticated  and  expensive  missile  defense

systems.  This  asymmetrical  approach  forces

the US and its allies to deplete their stocks of

interceptor  missiles,  raising  questions  about

the long-term sustainability of the campaign.

The  success  of  the  "Gepard"  flak  tank  in

Ukraine  has  reinvigorated  interest in  35mm

ammunition systems as a more cost-effective

counter to drone swarms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued  spike  in  fuel  prices as  shipping

insurance rates skyrocket and inventories are

depleted.  The  formal  announcement  of

Mojtaba Khamenei could trigger a fresh wave

of  US-Israeli  strikes  specifically  targeting

leadership  bunkers.  Domestic  unrest  in  Iran

may grow as the internal security apparatus is

targeted,  potentially  encouraging  ethnic

minorities  like  the  Kurds  to  launch

insurgencies.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

midterm elections in November will become a

critical  juncture for  the  war.  If  American

casualties  continue  to  rise  and  gas  prices

remain  high,  the  Trump administration  may

face  a  severe  backlash  from  its  "America

First"  base.  In  Europe,  the  energy  squeeze

will likely lead to emergency rationing and a

potential  economic  recession,  further

straining the unity of the NATO alliance.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in

energy  logistics  is  likely,  with  increased

investment in bypass pipelines in Saudi Arabia

and the UAE. The "de facto" abandonment of

international  law  by  Western  powers  could

lead to a more fragmented global order where

regional  powers  like  China  and  Russia

consolidate influence over "unaligned" states.

If  the  Iranian  regime  survives,  it  will  likely

accelerate nuclear enrichment as its ultimate

insurance  policy  against  future  Western

interventions.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  Architecture: Allies  must

prepare  for  hybrid  warfare retaliations  in

Europe,  including  potential  terror  attacks

on Jewish or US targets, as Iran attempts to

drive up the political costs of the war.

Diplomatic  Unity: The  EU  must  find  a

common voice to prevent being divided by

"court-style"  diplomacy  in  Washington,

which currently  favors  individual  bilateral

deals over collective agreements.

Humanitarian Protection: Establish "safe

corridors"  for  aid,  as  the  disruption  of

maritime  routes is  already  causing

catastrophic hunger risks in East Africa and

the Middle East.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Logistics  &  Shipping: Firms  should

diversify  transit  routes permanently,

assuming the Strait of Hormuz will remain

a high-risk zone for the foreseeable future.

Energy  Investment: Accelerate  the

transition to renewables and EVs, as fossil

fuel  markets  are  now  proven  to  be

precariously dependent on a few unstable

geographic choke points.

Insurance  &  Risk: Re-evaluate  war  risk

premiums for all assets in the Gulf region,

as  civilian  infrastructure  (desalination

plants,  high-rises)  is  now  considered  a

legitimate target by combatants.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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