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THE UNITED STATES PROJECTS

POWER THROUGH A NEW WESTERN

HEMISPHERE MILITARY COALITION

AMID ESCALATING CONFLICT WITH

IRAN AND SURGING GLOBAL

ENERGY PRICES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 8, 2026, marks a significant inflection

point  in  the  Trump  administration's  "dual-

front"  strategy,  characterized  by  the

formalization of a new Latin American military

alliance and the intensification of hostilities in

the Middle East. Under "Operation Epic Fury,"

the  U.S.  has  escalated  its  aerial  campaign

against  Tehran,  targeting  critical

infrastructure  and  fuel  depots.  The  human

cost  of  the  conflict  reached  a  somber

milestone  as  the  bodies  of  six  U.S.  service

members arrived  at  Dover  Air  Force  Base,

received by the President. Simultaneously, the

regime in  Tehran  underwent  a  seismic  shift

following the death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei;

his  son,  Mujtaba  Khamenei,  was  named the

new Supreme Leader, signaling a continuation

of  the  regime's  hardline  stance  despite

crippling strikes and a blockade of the Strait

of Hormuz.

Domestically  and  regionally,  the

administration is leveraging the "Shield of the

Americas" summit in Miami to consolidate a

bloc of right-leaning allies—including leaders

from El Salvador, Argentina, and Ecuador—to

combat  narcotics  and  pressure  the  Cuban

regime. This geopolitical pivot coincides with

severe economic strain, as crude oil reached

$100  per  barrel and  national  gas  prices

surged to levels not seen in years, driven by

the  maritime  instability  in  the  Persian  Gulf.

Meanwhile,  in  California,  the  intersection of

aggressive  immigration  enforcement  and

public health crises—highlighted by a measles

outbreak  in  Sacramento  and  a  surge  in

"habeas  corpus"  legal  filings  against  ICE—

reveals a deepening friction between federal

policy and local governance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Operation Epic Fury

and the Iran War 

The U.S. and Israel have established near-

total control over Iranian airspace following

massive bombardments of fuel depots and

military installations near Tehran. 

The  total  U.S.  military  death  toll  has

reached seven, with bodies returned to the

U.S. in a high-profile ceremony. 

Mujtaba  Khamenei's  succession  suggests

the Iranian regime's  intent  to  sustain  the

conflict for  at  least  six  months,  despite

significant infrastructure losses. 

U.S.  bombers  have  deployed  to  British

airbases,  signaling  the  potential  for  a

prolonged or expanded operation, including

the possibility of a ground invasion. 
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The  "Shield  of  the  Americas"

Summit 

President Trump formally launched a new

military  coalition with  12  Latin  American

nations,  including  Argentina,  El  Salvador,

and Ecuador, to target drug cartels. 

The  administration  signaled  an  imminent

regime change in Cuba, claiming the island

is  "at  the end of  the road" without oil  or

money. 

Notably, Mexico and Colombia were absent

from the summit, highlighting regional rifts

over U.S. military interventionism. 

Global  Energy  and  Economic

Shock 

Crude oil surpassed $100 per barrel for the

first  time  since  July  2022  due  to  the

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Domestic  gasoline  prices  rose  14%  in  a

single  week,  with  California  prices

exceeding $5 per gallon. 

Diesel  prices  spiked  by  84  cents,

threatening  to  significantly  increase  the

cost of food and consumer goods. 

Civil  Liberties  and  Immigration

Warfare 

The  detention  of  three  Mariachi  students

and  their  parents  in  McAllen,  Texas,  has

sparked  intense  bipartisan  criticism  and

local outrage. 

Attorneys in Northern California have filed

over  1,700  habeas  corpus  petitions to

challenge what they call "unconstitutional"

ICE  detentions,  a  massive  increase  from

previous years. 

Activists in Los Angeles have installed air

raid-style  sirens in  neighborhoods  like

Highland  Park  to  alert  residents  of  ICE

presence. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical  Power  Dynamics The  "Shield

of  the  Americas"  coalition  represents  a

significant  realignment  in  the  Western

Hemisphere, creating a security architecture

that bypasses traditional regional giants like

Mexico  and  Colombia  in  favor  of  more

ideological  alignment  with  Washington.  This

bloc  is  intended  to  combat  organized  crime

through  shared  intelligence  and  military

coordination, effectively projecting U.S. power

deep into the continent. 

Energy  Security The  war  with  Iran  has

compromised  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through

which one-fifth of the world’s oil passes. The

resulting  energy  price  spike is  testing  the

administration's domestic approval, as 62% of

Americans express disapproval over inflation

management and the rising cost of living. 

Biosurveillance  /  Disease  Outbreaks

California health authorities are managing a

measles  outbreak in  Sacramento  and  Placer

counties,  with  six  confirmed cases  and over

100  children  potentially  exposed.  This

coincides with a rise in tuberculosis cases in

the state, which hit its highest fatality rate in

2022 since the mid-1990s, indicating a strain

on the state's public health capacity. 

Legal  Warfare  (Lawfare) Immigration

advocates  are  successfully  using  habeas

corpus  petitions as  an  emergency  tool  to

secure the release of  detainees,  with judges

often  ruling  that  ICE  arrests  are  illegal

without a demonstrated flight risk or threat to

society. This suggests a systemic legal conflict
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between the federal executive branch and the

federal judiciary over due process. 

Succession  &  Stability The  naming  of

Mujtaba Khamenei as Supreme Leader in Iran

ensures the continuity of the religious-military

regime.  Mujtaba  has  deep  ties  to  the

Revolutionary  Guard,  which  experts  suggest

will  prevent  a  collapse of  the regime in the

short term, despite external military pressure.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  policy  activity  on  March  8

focused  heavily  on  executive-led  security

initiatives and local-level resistance to federal

immigration enforcement. The "Shield of the

Americas"  initiative  serves  as  a  de  facto

military treaty between the U.S. and several

Latin  American  partners,  while  municipal

governments  in  California  are  moving  to

codify  "Sanctuary"  protections  into  property

law.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Santa  Cruz  Anti-ICE  Ordinance: A

proposed ordinance in Santa Cruz County

that  would prohibit  federal  agencies from

using county buildings or land to organize

immigration raids. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Shield  of  the  Americas  Summit: A

formal  launch  event  in  Miami  where

President  Trump  and  12  regional  leaders

agreed  to  coordinate  military  intelligence

to dismantle narcotics networks. 

Sacramento  Public  Health  Briefing:

Authorities  confirmed  six  measles  cases

and issued an urgent call for vaccinations

to stem the outbreak. 

Dublin Teachers' Union Negotiations: A

final  push  to  prevent  a  strike involving

teachers in Dublin, CA, who are demanding

higher pay and smaller class sizes. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Militarization  of  the  War  on

Drugs 

The  "Shield  of  the  Americas"  represents  a

fundamental  shift  in  U.S.-Latin  American

relations.  By  creating  a  military  coalition

focused  on  internal  policing  (cartels),  the

administration  is  blurring  the  lines  between

national  security  and  domestic  law

enforcement.  The  absence  of  Mexico  and

Colombia suggests that the U.S. is willing to

isolate traditional partners who resist military

interventionist  rhetoric.  This  trend  points

toward  a  more  fractured  Western

Hemisphere,  split  between  a  U.S.-aligned

security bloc and a more skeptical  "neutral"

bloc.

The Price of Hegemony: Energy as

a Domestic Liability 

While the U.S. is achieving significant military

milestones  in  Iran,  the  domestic  cost  is

mounting.  The  disregard  for  fuel  prices

expressed by the President contrasts sharply

with  the  struggles  of  average  Americans,

particularly  gig  workers  and  those  in  the

transport  sector.  The  spike  in  diesel is

especially critical,  as it  acts as a tax on the

entire supply chain. This disconnect between

foreign  policy  objectives  and  domestic

economic  stability  could  become  a  primary

political  vulnerability  as  intermediacy

elections approach.
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The  Judicial  Brake  on  Executive

Enforcement 

The massive surge in habeas corpus petitions

reveals a coordinated legal counter-offensive

against  the  administration’s  immigration

policies.  Juries  and  judges  in  districts  like

Northern  California  are  becoming  the  "last

line  of  defense"  for  due  process,  critiquing

Ice's lack of transparency. This suggests that

while the executive branch has increased the

scale  of  arrests,  its  ability  to  maintain

detention is being legally eroded, leading to a

"catch  and  release"  cycle  mediated  by  the

courts rather than policy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect  gasoline  prices  to  remain  volatile  or

continue  upward  as  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

blockade persists, potentially exceeding $6 in

California.  Domestically,  if  the  Dublin

teachers'  strike  proceeds,  it  may  trigger

sympathy  strikes or  similar  labor  actions  in

other  cash-strapped  California  school

districts. The measles outbreak in Sacramento

will likely lead to mandatory exclusions from

schools  for  non-vaccinated  students  as  case

counts rise. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The Iranian regime under Mujtaba Khamenei

is  likely  to  double  down  on  asymmetric

warfare, potentially targeting U.S. allies in the

Gulf to pressure Washington into a ceasefire.

In  Colombia,  the  legislative  election  results

will  determine whether Bogota moves closer

to the U.S. "Shield" coalition or further into an

isolationist  stance  under  the  current

administration. 

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The "Shield of the Americas" could evolve into

a  permanent  regional  security  organization

that replaces the OAS in terms of relevance. If

the  Iranian  conflict  necessitates  a  ground

invasion,  the  U.S.  may  face  a  decade-long

counter-insurgency similar to Iraq or Sudan.

Structurally, the persistent high cost of fossil

fuels may finally force a macro-pivot toward

energy  independence through  non-Middle

Eastern sources. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The exclusion of Mexico and Colombia from

regional  security  planning  creates  a

diplomatic  vacuum that  adversaries  could

exploit. Re-engagement with these states is

critical to prevent a total splintering of the

OAS. 

Contingency plans for the total collapse of

the Cuban state must be accelerated, as the

administration's  rhetoric  suggests  a  move

toward active regime change. 

U.S. strategy in Iran must account for the

stability  of  Mujtaba  Khamenei’s  new

leadership, as an "implosion" strategy may

lead  to  a  Sudanese-style  vacuum  rather

than a pro-Western democracy. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Logistics and transport firms should hedge

against  persistent  diesel  price  spikes,

which  are  likely  to  remain  elevated

regardless of short-term crude fluctuations.

Companies with operations in the Bay Area

or Sacramento should implement stringent

health protocols due to the dual threats of

measles and tuberculosis outbreaks. 
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Firms  operating  in  the  Western

Hemisphere should monitor the "Shield of

the  Americas"  intelligence-sharing

mandates,  as  they  may  lead  to  increased

regulatory  requirements  for  financial  and

data transparency in member countries. 
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Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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