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ESCALATION OF MIDDLE EAST

CONFLICT TRIGGERS GLOBAL

ENERGY SHOCK AND DIPLOMATIC

RIFTS

March 8,  2026,  marks  a  critical  juncture  in

global  stability  as  the  conflict  between  the

United  States-Israel  alliance  and  Iran

intensifies  into  a  direct  regional  war  with

catastrophic  economic  consequences.  The

conflict has moved beyond surgical strikes to

broad  kinetic  operations,  including  a

devastating  "mistaken"  U.S.  strike  on  an

Iranian  school  that  reportedly  killed  1,500

students.  In  retaliation,  Tehran  has

successfully  targeted  Gulf  state  energy

infrastructure and initiated a blockade of the

Strait of Hormuz, through which 20% of the

world’s  oil  flows.  This  has  triggered  an

immediate global market panic, with oil prices

surging 25% and natural gas prices doubling

in Europe within a single week.

The geopolitical fallout is compounded by the

unilateralist  "America  First"  posture  of  the

Trump  administration,  which  has  openly

threatened  European  allies  like  Spain  for

denying  the  use  of  military  bases  for

operations  against  Iran.  As  global  supply

chains  for  energy  and  agriculture  buckle—

evidenced  by  a  70-euro  overnight  spike  in

fertilizer  prices—secondary  powers  like

Lithuania  find  themselves  navigating  a  dual

reality:  managing  the  immediate  domestic

impact  of  the  energy  crisis  while  grappling

with internal political corruption and a deeply

rooted historical reckoning as the March 11th

independence anniversary approaches.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The day's events are dominated by the rapid

expansion  of  hostilities  in  the  Middle  East.

U.S.  and  Israeli  forces  have  expanded  their

target  list  to  include  Iranian  satellite

communication  centers and  government

buildings,  while  Iran  has  responded  by

striking oil refineries and industrial complexes

in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. The humanitarian

toll is mounting, with heavy civilian casualties

in Iran and Lebanon, while the United Nations

warns  of  a  total  regional  conflagration.  The

economic  contagion  has  reached  East  Asia,

where  South  Korea’s  stock  market

experienced its largest crash in history due to

its  extreme  dependence  on  Middle  Eastern

energy imports.

In Lithuania, the global crisis is felt through

the  lens  of  agricultural  vulnerability  and

energy inflation. Farmers are warning that the

lack of affordable nitrogen fertilizers poses a

threat  to  farm  viability for  the  upcoming

season. Simultaneously, the domestic political

scene  is  fractured  by  the  "Nemuno  Aušra"

party  financing  scandal  and  a  controversial

debate  in  the  Vilnius  district  regarding  the

naming  of  streets  after  disgraced  clergy

members. These modern crises contrast with

a  surge  in  national  reflection,  as  citizens

commemorate  the  1941  deportations  and

explore  the  complex  legacy  of  Soviet-era

figures like Antanas Sniečkus, highlighting a

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000


nation still reconciling its past while facing an

unstable future.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional War and Tactical Shifts

The U.S. and Israel have struck over 3,000

targets  in  Iran,  including  the  Tehran

International  Airport and  military

operations centers. 

The  Trump  administration  is  reportedly

considering  deploying  special  forces  into

Iran to seize enriched uranium stockpiles,

signaling a potential  move toward ground

intervention. 

Hezbollah  continues  to  engage  Israeli

forces on the Lebanese border, with Israeli

air  strikes  causing  significant

infrastructure destruction in Lebanon. 

Global Energy Infrastructure Attacks

Iranian  strikes  have  damaged  the  Ras

Tanura  refinery  and  the  Ras  Laffan

industrial  complex,  which  produces  one-

fifth  of  the  world’s liquefied  natural  gas

(LNG). 

Tehran's blockade of the Hormuz Strait has

halted  approximately  20%  of  global  oil

transit,  leading  to  warnings  that  entire

national  economies  could  collapse within

days. 

Economic  Contagion  and  Agricultural

Risk

Lithuanian  agricultural  sectors  are  in

"shock" as nitrogen fertilizer supplies have

been  halted  by  major  sellers due  to

doubling gas prices. 

The Eurozone faces a renewed inflationary

wave, with gas bills expected to rise by an

average of 170 euros per household if the

conflict persists. 

Lithuanian  Domestic  Governance  and

Corruption

The  "Nemuno  Aušra"  party  is  under

renewed  prosecutorial  investigation

regarding  illegal  financing,  while  its

leadership continues to promote a populist,

anti-banking "cash-only" rhetoric. 

A  political  standoff  in  the  Vilnius  district

persists over the refusal to rename a street

honoring  a  clergyman  identified  as  a

pedophile by the Vatican. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Critical

Infrastructure

The blockade of the Hormuz Strait and the

destruction  of  refineries  in  Saudi  Arabia

represent  a  systemic  threat to  the  global

energy supply. 

Lithuania  is  exploring  the  possibility  of

delaying  the  "Sebam"  tax  on  imported

fertilizers to protect agricultural interests. 

Diplomatic  Engagement  and

International Relations

Donald  Trump  has  threatened  to  cut  off

trade with  Spain  following  President

Sánchez’s  refusal  to  permit  the  use  of

Spanish bases for Iran operations. 

The  UK  government  faced  internal

backlash  and  threats  to  its  own  bases  in

Cyprus before capitulating to U.S. requests

for base access. 

• 

• 

• 
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Ukraine  is  reportedly  providing  the  U.S.

with  "drone  expertise"  as  the  Pentagon

seeks  low-cost  alternatives to  expensive

missile  defense  systems  against  Iranian

Shahed drones. 

National Security and Technology

The  emergence  of  FPV  drones  as  a

dominant military tool is being formalized

through  training  channels  and  private

sector industrialization in both the U.S. and

Ukraine. 

Lithuanian  intelligence  has  identified  the

Moscow  Patriarchate  as  a  channel  for

potential sabotage and influence operations

within the region. 

Succession and Stability

Iran’s "Assembly of Experts" has reportedly

elected  a  new  Supreme  Leader following

the death of the predecessor, but the name

is being withheld to protect the individual

from U.S./Israeli assassination threats. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  emergency

measures  to  mitigate  the  energy  crisis  and

ongoing  debates  regarding  national  memory

and ethics in local governance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

Fertilizer  Tax  Deferral: Lithuanian

Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  proposing  a

suspension of the "Sebam" tax on fertilizer

imports  to  prevent  a  total  collapse of  the

2026 planting season. 

LRT  Governance  Amendments:

Parliamentary  proposals  to  restrict  the

appearance of independent YouTube/social

media  creators  on  national  television

without council approval. 

Vilnius Street Renaming: A failed motion

in the Vilnius district council to remove the

name  of  Kardinalas  Gulbinovičius from

public signage. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

White  House  Briefing  on  Iran: State

Secretary  Marco  Rubio  defended

preventative strikes on Iran, claiming that

the  U.S.  had  to  "strike  first"  to  prevent

imminent attacks on American personnel. 

Donald  Trump  Press  Statements: The

President  warned  that  Iran's  "empire  of

evil"  would  be  completely  wiped  out and

dismissed  European  objections  to  the

campaign. 

Lithuanian  Military  Intel  Briefing:

Analysts warned that Russia is the primary

beneficiary of the Middle East war as it fills

the  energy  vacuum  and  sees  its  state

revenues soar. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Interdependence

The current conflict demonstrates that global

interdependence  has  become  a  primary

battlefield. Iran's inability to match the U.S. in

conventional  kinetic  power  has  led  it  to

weaponize  the  global  economy by  targeting

energy  bottlenecks.  This  strategy  effectively

exports  the  "pain"  of  the  war  to  non-

belligerents like South Korea, India, and the

EU,  creating  diplomatic  pressure  on

Washington  from  its  own  allies.  Conversely,

the U.S. is using its economic dominance as a

cudgel against allies, treating base access not

as  a  matter  of  treaty  negotiation  but  as  a

requirement for continued trade relations.

The Fragmentation of the Liberal Order

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260308_173000


The  open  defiance  of  Spain  and  the  initial

hesitation of the UK highlight a deepening rift

in  the  Western  security  architecture.  The

"America  First"  doctrine  has  moved  from

rhetoric  to  aggressive  unilateralism,  where

the  U.S.  no  longer  seeks  consensus  but

demands  compliance.  The  UN’s

marginalization  is  further  evidenced  by  the

First Lady chairing a Security Council session

while  the  administration  simultaneously

ignores UN warnings about civilian casualties

and international law violations in Iran.

Historical  Continuity  and  National

Resilience

In Lithuania, the approach of the March 11th

anniversary reveals a society using its history

of  deportations  and  survival  to  build

psychological  resilience against  current

threats. The deep dive into the life of Antanas

Sniečkus—the "Master" who served Moscow—

serves as a cautionary tale about collaboration

and  sovereignty at  a  time  when  regional

powers (Russia)  are seen as  waiting for  the

U.S. to be fully distracted by the Middle East.

The discovery of hidden history,  such as the

Vepriai Castle, reinforces a national narrative

of endurance and the "rediscovery" of a pre-

Soviet identity.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Energy prices will remain volatile with a high

probability  of  oil  exceeding  100  dollars  per

barrel.  In  Lithuania,  expect  immediate

government intervention to subsidize fertilizer

costs or provide concessional loans to farmers

to prevent a spring agricultural crisis. Military

tensions in the Persian Gulf will likely escalate

if the U.S. attempts to forcibly open the Strait

of Hormuz.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The global "economic shock" will likely lead to

central  banks  in  Europe  and  Asia  reversing

interest  rate  cuts to  combat  energy-driven

inflation. Political stability in the U.S. could be

challenged by rising gasoline prices ahead of

mid-term  elections.  In  Lithuania,  the

investigation into the "Nemuno Aušra" party

will likely reach a judicial climax, potentially

reshaping the coalition landscape before the

next election cycle.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

This  conflict  will  likely  accelerate  the

transition  toward  "Strategic  Autonomy"  in

Europe as the EU seeks to reduce its security

dependence on an increasingly unpredictable

U.S.  The  global  energy  map  will  undergo  a

structural shift, with increased investment in

non-Middle  Eastern  oil  and  gas (favoring

Russia  and  North  America)  and  a  massive

acceleration  of  hydrogen  and  renewable

projects to bypass maritime chokepoints like

Hormuz.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  architectures  must  prioritize

maritime chokepoint defense and low-cost

anti-drone  technology,  as  the  Iran-Shahed

model  has  proven  highly  effective  at

asymmetrical disruption. 

The  EU  should  establish  a  "Strategic

Fertilizer  Reserve"  similar  to  strategic

petroleum reserves to mitigate the risk of

food insecurity during energy crises. 

• 

• 
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Diplomatic  efforts  must  be  redirected  to

engage "swing states" like India and Brazil,

who are currently bearing the brunt of the

market collapse. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  chains  dependent  on  Persian  Gulf

petrochemicals  should  seek  immediate

alternative  sourcing in  North  America  or

the North Sea, despite higher costs. 

Investors  should  anticipate  a  prolonged

period of high inflation and "stagflation" in

energy-importing  nations,  particularly  in

East Asia. 

The drone manufacturing sector represents

a  significant  investment  opportunity as

military  and  commercial  logistics

increasingly  adopt  FPV  and  autonomous

platforms for both offense and defense. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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