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AFGHANISTAN INITIATES

OPERATION RAD-UL-ZULM AS

BORDER CONFLICT WITH PAKISTAN

ESCALATES TOWARD TOTAL

REGIONAL INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  8,  2026,  marked  a  significant

escalation  in  the  ongoing  military

confrontation between the Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan (IEA) and Pakistan,  centered on

the  launch  of  "Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm"

(Repelling  Oppression).  Following  Pakistani

airstrikes  on  residential  areas  in  Khost,

Paktika,  and  Kunar  provinces,  the  IEA

transitioned from localized border skirmishes

to  a  broader  offensive  posture.  Defense

Minister  Mullah  Yaqub  Mujahid  issued  an

unprecedented threat, stating that if Kabul is

targeted,  Islamabad  will  be  struck in

response. This rhetoric suggests a departure

from  traditional  border  defense  toward  a

strategy of strategic deterrence that includes

targeting major Pakistani urban centers.

Domestically, the IEA is leveraging the conflict

to  consolidate  internal  power  and  national

identity.  The  state  media  highlighted

"spontaneous" rallies across diverse provinces

—including Nangarhar, Zabul, Badchshan, and

even  among  Shia  Hazara  communities—to

project  a  unified  front  against  external

aggression. Meanwhile, the humanitarian and

economic  toll  is  mounting,  with  reports  of

8,500  families  displaced along  the  Durand

Line and a massive fire at the Torkham border

terminal  causing  an  estimated  300  million

AFN  in  losses.  Internationally,  the  IEA  is

engaging  in  sophisticated  "lawfare,"  citing

Article  51  of  the  UN  Charter  to  justify  its

retaliation  while  simultaneously  entertaining

mediation offers from China, Russia, and the

International Union of Muslim Scholars.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Launch of Operation Rad-ul-Zulm: The

IEA military command announced a formal

counter-offensive  against  Pakistani  forces,

claiming  to  have  inflicted  over  300

casualties on Pakistani militia and regular

troops  since  the  start  of  the  current

hostilities. The operation reportedly utilizes

heavy  weaponry  and  drones,  targeting

Pakistani  military  outposts  across  the

border.

Strategic Deterrence Rhetoric: Defense

Minister  Yaqub  Mujahid  explicitly  warned

that the current administration is not like

previous governments and will not tolerate

violations of  Afghan  sovereignty.  His

specific  mention  of  targeting  Islamabad

represents  a  significant  escalation  in  the

"war  of  words"  and  signals  a  possible

expansion of the conflict zone.
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Economic  Sabotage  at  Torkham: A

Pakistani  rocket  attack  on  a  commercial

market  in  Torkham  resulted  in  a

catastrophic  fire,  destroying  over  150

shops  and  warehouses.  This  event

highlights the vulnerability of cross-border

supply  chains  and  the  direct  impact  of

military  action  on  the  merchant  class

during the Ramadan period.

Internal  Consolidation  and  Minority

Alignment: In  a  notable  display  of

coalition  cohesion,  high-ranking  officials

and  Shia  scholars  in  Kabul  and  Mazar-i-

Sharif  declared  their  support  for  the  IEA

military. This effort to frame the conflict as

a  national  defense  issue  rather  than  a

sectarian  or  partisan  one  is  a  key

component  of  the  IEA’s  domestic  stability

strategy.

International  Mediation  Efforts: The

International Union of Muslim Scholars, led

by Ali al-Qaradaghi, issued a fatwa calling

for an immediate ceasefire and suggested

mediation through Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and

Turkey. Concurrently, China’s special envoy

met  with  Foreign  Minister  Muttaqi,

expressing  Beijing's  desire  to  prevent

further regional destabilization.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Military Posture

The  IEA  has  deployed  specialized  units,

including  the  "Special  Police  Piece"  in

Herat, which are currently awaiting orders

for deployment to the front lines. Analysts

on  state  media  argue  that  Afghan  forces

possess  "faith-based"  superiority  over

Pakistan's  technologically  advanced  but

"mercenary" military.

Reports  indicate  the  use  of  unmanned

aerial  vehicles  (UAVs) by  Afghan  forces,

challenging  the  perceived  Pakistani  air

superiority and signaling a shift in the IEA’s

technological capabilities.

Economic  Security  and  Market

Regulation

Amidst the border closures and conflict, the

Kabul  Municipality  and  the  Ministry  of

Industry  are  aggressively  monitoring

markets  to  prevent  price  gouging and

hoarding  of  essential  goods  during

Ramadan.

Despite  the  conflict  with  Pakistan,  trade

with  Iran  and  Central  Asian  republics  is

reportedly continuing without interruption,

as the IEA seeks to diversify its economic

dependencies away from Islamabad.

Legal Warfare and Human Rights

The IEA Ministry of Propagation of Virtue

and  Prevention  of  Vice  released  a  ten-

month  report  claiming  to  have  addressed

over  3,000  women's  rights  complaints,

specifically  highlighting  cases  of  forced

marriage and inheritance rights, likely as a

counter-narrative to international criticism

of their human rights record.

The  administration  is  using  international

law discourse, specifically citing Article 51

of the UN Charter, to frame their military

actions as a legitimate right of self-defense

against Pakistani incursions.

Regional Influence and Power Projection

Afghan diplomats in Oman and Russia are

actively promoting the IEA’s official stance,

characterizing  Pakistan  as  a  proxy  for

Western interests (specifically the US) and

an obstacle to regional integration projects

like TAPI and CASA-1000.
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The IEA is highlighting Pakistan’s internal

domestic  instability,  particularly  in

Balochistan and the tribal areas, to argue

that  the  Pakistani  state  is  failing  and  its

military  is  lashing  out  to  distract  from

domestic collapse.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The reporting period did not focus on formal

parliamentary legislation, as the IEA operates

under  a  decree-based  system.  However,

significant  policy  actions  were  implemented

through  religious  and  administrative

channels.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Religious Decree on Defensive Jihad: A

council  of  over  1,000  religious  scholars

issued  a  formal  fatwa  declaring  jihad

against those who violate Afghan territory,

effectively  providing  the  theological  legal

framework for Operation Rad-ul-Zulm.

Ramadan Amnesty  Decree: Following  a

directive from the Supreme Court and the

Office of the Leader, 1,205 prisoners were

released or  had  their  sentences  reduced

across  multiple  provinces  as  a  gesture  of

Islamic benevolence for the holy month.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Foreign Ministry Briefing with Chinese

Envoy: Foreign Minister Muttaqi met with

the Chinese special envoy to discuss border

tensions and  diplomatic  solutions,

emphasizing  the  IEA's  preference  for

stability over war while demanding an end

to Pakistani aggression.

Ministry  of  Vice  and  Virtue  Press

Conference: Officials presented a detailed

statistical  report  on  social  justice  and

women's rights interventions, attempting to

demonstrate state capacity in civil law and

religious guidance.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Narrative of the "Grave of Empires"

A  recurring  theme  throughout  the  day's

broadcasts is the historical comparison of the

current  conflict  to  Afghanistan's  previous

wars  against  the  British,  Soviets,  and

Americans.  State  media  is  intentionally

fostering a narrative that Pakistan is merely

the  next  power  to  be  humbled by  Afghan

resilience. This serves two purposes: it boosts

military  morale  and  signals  to  the  Afghan

public that the hardships of the conflict (such

as displacement and economic loss) are part

of  a  grander  historical  struggle  for

independence.

Exploiting Pakistan’s Internal Fractures

The  IEA’s  communication  strategy  is

increasingly  sophisticated  in  its  analysis  of

Pakistani  internal  politics.  Analysts  on  state

TV  highlighted  the  "puppet"  nature  of  the

government  in  Punjab and  its  alienation  of

Pashtun and Baloch populations.  By framing

the Pakistani military as a "hired force" for the

West, the IEA is attempting to drive a wedge

between  the  Pakistani  public  (specifically

Pakistani  Muslims)  and  their  military

leadership, even calling on Pakistani citizens

to  rise  up  against their  own  regime’s  "un-

Islamic" actions.

Strategic Shift in Regional Diplomacy
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There is a visible effort to bypass Pakistan as

a  regional  gateway.  The  emphasis  on  trade

with Iran, the meeting with the Chinese envoy,

and the mention of the Organization of Turkic

States suggest  a  strategic  pivot.  The  IEA is

positioning itself as a central hub for regional

stability  and  connectivity,  arguing  that

Pakistan  is  the  sole  "spoiler"  in  the  region.

This  trend  suggests  the  IEA  believes  it  has

sufficient  regional  backing  (or  at  least

neutrality)  to  pursue  a  more  aggressive

military stance against Islamabad.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Hostilities  are  likely  to  persist  along  the

border,  with  a  high  probability  of  increased

artillery  exchanges  and  potential  drone

strikes  into  Pakistani  territory.  The

humanitarian  situation  will  worsen  as  the

number  of  displaced  families,  currently  at

8,500  households,  increases.  Market  prices

for  food  in  Afghanistan  will  remain  volatile

due  to  the  Torkham  closure,  despite  state

efforts to regulate them.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

If  mediation  by  China  or  Qatar  fails  to

produce  a  de-escalation,  the  IEA  may  move

toward  more  covert  support  for  Pakistani

insurgent groups or expand its target list for

Rad-ul-Zulm.  The  political  instability  in

Pakistan may  provide  the  IEA  with

opportunities  to  exploit  security  vacuums.

Conversely,  a  sustained  conflict  could  strain

the IEA’s financial resources, testing its ability

to maintain domestic infrastructure projects.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The Durand Line's status as a de facto border

is  under  its  greatest  challenge  since  2021.

This  conflict  could  lead  to  a  permanent

structural  shift  in  Afghanistan-Pakistan

relations, moving from "brotherly neighbors"

to  an  enduring  rivalry similar  to  the  India-

Pakistan  dynamic.  This  would  necessitate  a

total  reconfiguration of  South Asian security

architecture  and  could  lead  to  a  permanent

realignment  of  the  IEA  toward  a  Beijing-

Moscow-Tehran axis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security Volatility: Regional  actors must

prepare for the spillover of conflict as the

IEA  signals  a  willingness  to  conduct

asymmetric warfare inside Pakistani cities.

The  potential  use  of  drones  by  non-state

actors (IEA) represents a new proliferation

risk.

Humanitarian  Response: International

agencies  should  prepare  for  a  significant

internally  displaced person (IDP)  crisis  in

Eastern  Afghanistan,  as  Pakistani  strikes

continue to target civilian residential areas

and public facilities.

Diplomatic  Engagement: Mediation

efforts  should  be  centralized  through  a

multi-lateral approach involving China and

the  Gulf  states,  as  the  IEA  appears  to

distrust Western-led organizations like the

UN  due  to  their  perceived  silence  on

Pakistani incursions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Disruption: The  Torkham

border is no longer a reliable transit point.

Logistics  companies  should  prioritize  the

Dogharoon/Islam Qala  (Iran)  route or  the

Hairatan  (Uzbekistan)  corridor  for  goods

destined for Central Asia and Afghanistan.
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Market  Volatility: The  destruction  of

commercial  infrastructure in  Nangarhar

will lead to localized shortages. Investors in

the agricultural and FMCG sectors should

anticipate  high  insurance  premiums  and

operational risks in border regions.

Infrastructure  Delays: Large-scale

energy  and  transit  projects  (TAPI,

CASA-1000)  are  likely  to  remain  stalled

indefinitely  as  the  security  environment

between the two primary transit  partners

collapses.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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