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DECAPITATION & TOTAL RUSSIA'S STRATEGIC
WAR (MIDDLE EAST)

PIVOT & CONSOLIDATION
GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK i

& MARKET COLLAPSE

Assassination of Iranian Vad o * NN
Iranian Supreme Leader S < ACCELERATING REORIENTATION
Khamenei in US-Israel airstrike. [z to Asian markets (China, India).
Iran retaliates with massive

L : (21M barrels/day stopped).
missile/drone strikes. Oil prices surge past $112,
forecasting $150.

Europe diesel crisis.

UKRAINE BLOCKS
DRUZHBA PIPELINE

Putin frames conflict as defense
against “mad” West.

DOMESTIC: “Budget Rule” revision
(gold/resource-backed Ruble).
Emphasis on traditional values & SVO role.

HAIFAPORT  DUBAI (CIA Office)

to Hungary/Slovakia
(Israel) - “Safe Zones" Gone.

(“Energy Blackmail").

International law described as obsolete, replaced by “law of the jungle” (Putin).
UN Security Council a relic. Diplomatic era ends with targeted killing.

TECHNOLOGY AS NEW FRONT LINE
Warfare defined by Al
'm(.)) targeting, fiber-optic drones,

US “unilateralist” stance.

China-Russia partnership “solid as a rock”.
NATO fissures deepen.

and electronic warfare
(“bird hunting”).

—
= A

SHORT TERM
(1-4 Weeks):
« Massive Iranian counter-
response ("proxy" ops).
» 0il >$120-$130.
« Extreme Iran volatility.

LONG TERM
(1-5 Years):
\, * NPT Collapse (nuclear proliferation).
/) » Global financial split
(Dollar vs. Eurasian gold bloc).
« Arctic shipping routes rise.

Eenergy povel &soc‘ialrisﬁ.
» Russia completes exit
from EU market.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
« Prepare for post-NPT world.

« Shift to managing multipolar nuclear
environment.

« New Gulf security architecture
inevitable.

INVESTOR IMPLICATIONS:

« Persian Gulf supply chain risk is critical.

« Opportunity in Russian/Chinese
sovereign tech & energy.

« Expect “legal warfare” (asset seizures)
to dominate.
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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S
SUPREME LEADER AND
SUBSEQUENT REGIONAL
CONFLAGRATION HAVE TRIGGERED
A GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS AND A
COLLAPSE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
LEGAL ORDER, WHILE RUSSIA
ACCELERATES ITS STRATEGIC
PIVOT TO ASIA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 8, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics as a direct military conflict
between the United States-Israel coalition and
Iran reached a point of no return. Following
the reported assassination of Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and members of his
family in a targeted airstrike on his residence,
the Middle East has descended into a state of
"total war." Iran has retaliated with massive
ballistic missile and drone strikes against
Israeli infrastructure—specifically targeting
the port of Haifa—and U.S. military
installations across Iraq, Bahrain, and the
UAE. Most significantly, a 90-story skyscraper
in Dubai, reportedly housing a regional CIA
office, was struck, signaling that previously
"safe" neutral zones in the Persian Gulf are

now active combat theaters. The U.S.
administration, led by President Donald
Trump, has characterized the operation as
"Epic Fury," declaring that the U.S. will no
longer accept "limited" strikes and is seeking
the total capitulation or replacement of the
Iranian regime.

Simultaneously, the global energy market is
experiencing a catastrophic shock. The
effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
through which 21 million barrels of oil flow
daily, has sent prices surging toward $112 per
barrel, with analysts forecasting a spike to
$150 in the near term. Russia is positioning
itself as the primary beneficiary of this
instability, accelerating the reorientation of its
gas and oil supplies toward Asian markets,
specifically China and India. President Putin
has characterized the Western predicament as
a '"systemic error," arguing that European
nations are "reaping what they sowed" by
supporting coups and energy blackmail.
Domestically, Russia utilized the International
Women's Day holiday to emphasize traditional
values and the role of women in the "Special
Military Operation" (SVO), framing the
conflict as a defense of civilization against a
"sick and mad" Western elite.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Decapitation of Iranian Leadership
and Regional Retaliation

* The residence of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
was destroyed by multiple airstrikes,
resulting in the death of the Supreme
Leader and his 14-month-old
granddaughter, Zahra.
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e Iran launched hypervelocity and ballistic
missiles at the U.S. Fifth Fleet base in
Bahrain and the Al-Harir base in Iraq,
reportedly  disabling Patriot defense
systems.

* A devastating strike on an oil refinery in
Haifa, Israel, has caused significant fires,
while Iranian drones struck a high-rise in
Dubai allegedly used by U.S. intelligence.

e Israel has expanded its operations into
Southern Lebanon, striking over 50 targets
in 24 hours to establish a "buffer zone" up
to the Litani River.

Global Energy Market Collapse

* Oil prices have hit $93 per barrel with
immediate spikes to $112, driven by the
suspension of 1.3 million barrels of Iranian
exports and the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz.

* In Europe, diesel prices at German filling
stations have reached 2.28 euros per liter,
threatening the logistics and transport
sectors.

e US. President Trump announced a
temporary lifting of sanctions on Russian
oil to allow India to process hundreds of
millions of barrels currently in tankers to
stabilize the market.

The Ukraine-Hungary-Slovakia Pipeline
Conflict

* Ukraine has blocked the Druzhba pipeline,
cutting off oil to Hungary and Slovakia;

Putin described this as "energy blackmail"
aimed at the hand that feeds Kyiv.

* Hungarian authorities seized a convoy of
armored cars containing $40 million in
cash and 9kg of gold, allegedly part of a
"black cash" fund for the Ukrainian
government.

e Slovakia has threatened to cut off

emergency electricity supplies to Ukraine

in retaliation for the pipeline blockade.

Russian Domestic and
Consolidation

Military

* President Putin met with female soldiers
and correspondents at the Kremlin,
emphasizing that the state will provide all
conditions for women to combine
motherhood with professional growth.

* The Russian military is introducing the
Molniya-2 strike drone, an evolution of FPV
technology capable of hitting targets 50km
behind enemy lines.

* A major 500-for-500 prisoner exchange was
completed between Russia and Ukraine,
mediated by the UAE and USA.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

e The U.S. has adopted a "unilateralist"
stance, with Trump dismissing British
military assistance and threatening to "hit
Germany hard" over its lack of
commitment.

* China, through Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
declared its strategic trust with Russia as
"solid as a rock," rejecting Western "law of
the jungle" tactics.

* France’s President Macron is reportedly

calling for a nuclear buildup to project

"fear" and establish European strategic
autonomy separate from the U.S.
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Energy Security and Statecraft

* Russia is moving toward the complete
cessation of gas exports to Europe, with the
government exploring a total withdrawal
from the EU market in favor of more
reliable partners.

e The nationalization of Rosneft assets in
Germany is viewed by the Kremlin as a
"theft" that will be met with lawsuits and
potential transit shutdowns.

National Security and Technology Policy

* Russian military officials raised the
lockin f Telegram as a security
measure, citing the danger of using comms
channels not controlled by the Ministry of

Defense.

* The development of low-orbit satellite and
stratospheric comms platforms is
prioritized to create a "sovereign Starlink"
for Russian forces.

* The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) is
increasing preventative measures against

aggressive  behavior in schools and
colleges, while managing a growing
shortage of personnel.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the "budget
rule" in Russia regarding oil and gas
revenues, while the U.S. Congress saw failed
attempts to restrain the executive's war
powers. European policy is currently dictated
by emergency energy management and the
potential seizure of Russian assets.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Russian "Budget Rule" Revision:
Discussions on ending the purchase of

foreign currency (Yuan) and instead issuing
Rubles backed by domestic gold and

mineral wealth.

¢ U.S. Anti-War Resolution: A resolution in

the 1U.S. Congress to stop military
operations against Iran failed, as Trump
maintains broad executive authority.

* EU/Germany Asset Seizure: Plans to
resell seized Rosneft refineries in Germany
to private (potentially U.S.) investors.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Annual Session of the NPC in China:
Beijing outlined economic growth targets of
5% and a 7% increase in defense spending.

* MVD Collegium: Putin addressed the
security of the SVO zone and internal
stability, stressing that organizers of civil
unrest will face life imprisonment.

* Wang Yi Press Conference: The Chinese
Foreign Minister criticized the law of the
jungle and reaffirmed the Russia-China
partnership.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Death of the "Rules-Based Order"

A recurring theme is the total obsolescence of
international law. Putin explicitly stated that
international law no longer exists, replaced by
a "law of the jungle" where the U.S. acts with
"eschatological" fervor. The targeted killing of
a religious and political head of state
(Khamenei) is framed by Russian analysts as
the end of the diplomatic era. The "Big Five"
(UN Security Council permanent members)
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are urged to meet, yet there is a sense that
the Security Council itself is a relic. Russia’s
pivot is no longer just economic but
philosophical, rejecting Western concepts of
"macroeconomic stability" in favor of "war
mobilization."

The "Tail Wagging the Dog"

The Kremlin has adopted a narrative that
Ukraine is blackmailing the European Union.
By attacking Russian gas ships and blocking
oil transit to Hungary/Slovakia, Kyiv is
portrayed as "biting the hand that feeds it."
Putin asserts that European leaders are silent
as their own interests are destroyed by the
Kyiv regime, describing it as a "host-parasite"
relationship where the parasite (Ukraine) now
dictates terms to the host (EU).

Technology as the New Front Line

Warfare is being redefined by drone and
electronic systems. The Russian 145th Marine
Regiment and others are increasingly focusing
on "bird hunting"—using electronic warfare
and shotguns against ubiquitous drones. The
emergence of fiber-optic drones (immune to
jamming) and "Al-determined" targeting by
the U.S. in Iran highlights a shift where
human decision-making is sidelined. Russia's
push for robotic systems and indigenous high-
speed comms is treated as a matter of
national survival.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a massive Iranian counter-response,
potentially involving "proxy" ground
operations against U.S. bases in Syria and
Iraq.

* Oil prices will likely breach $120-$130 as
shipping insurance rates for the Persian
Gulf become prohibitive.

* The internal power struggle in Iran to name
a new Supreme leader will cause extreme
volatility in the Middle East.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The European Union may face a social
collapse or "hell" as heating and transport
costs lead to widespread industrial
shutdowns and "energy poverty."

* Russia will likely
nationalization of foreign assets and fully
exit the FEuropean energy market,
redirecting all throughput to China.

complete the

* NATO fragmentation will deepen as France
and Germany diverge from U.S. military
policy in Iran.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is likely
to collapse entirely, as Iran and potentially
other regional powers seek nuclear
deterrents in the face of U.S. decapitation
strikes.

* The global financial system will split into
two distinct blocs: a dollar-based Western
system and a 1d/r rce-back
Eurasian system led by Russia and China.

* Arctic and Far Eastern shipping routes will
replace the Suez/Hormuz routes as the
primary arteries of global trade.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The global community must prepare for a
post-NPT world; diplomatic efforts should
shift from preventing proliferation to

managing a multipolar nuclear

environment.

Stability in the Persian Gulf can no longer
be guaranteed by U.S. naval presence; a

new regional security architecture

involving China and Russia is inevitable.

* European energy policy must prioritize
infrastructure  survival over political
alignment, as the Druzhba blockade
demonstrates the fragility of current supply
chains.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Any business reliant
on the Persian Gulf should immediately
activate contingency plans; the region is
now an active war zone with no "safe"
ports.

* Investment Opportunity: Russian and
Chinese industrial and aerospace sectors,
particularly those focused on sovereign
tech and energy extraction, will see
massive state-driven growth.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors should
expect the seizure of assets to become a
standard tool of statecraft; "legal warfare"
(lawfare) will dominate international
business disputes for the foreseeable
future.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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