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THE DEATH OF ALI KHAMENEI AND
A RIGHT-WING REALIGNMENT IN
THE AMERICAS FORGE A NEW
GLOBAL ORDER AMIDST ECONOMIC
WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape reached a
critical inflection point on March 8, 2026,
following the confirmed death of Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
amidst a relentless joint U.S.-Israeli air
campaign. As the "War of Eight Days" enters a
new phase, the Trump administration has
demanded an unconditional surrender from
Tehran and expressed a direct intent to
participate in the selection of the next Iranian
leader. This aggressive posture in the Middle
East is mirrored by a dramatic pivot to Latin
America, where the "Shield the Americas"
was convened in Florida to
consolidate a military and economic coalition
of  right-wing governments, explicitly
excluding regional giants like Mexico, Brazil,
and Colombia.

summit

Domestically, the U.S. executive branch is
engaged in a complex "lawfare" Dbattle
following a Supreme Court ruling that struck

down previous global tariffs as
unconstitutional due to a Jack of
Congressional approval. President Trump has
immediately counter-maneuvered by invoking
a different legal authority to impose a 15%
global tariff for a 150-day period. This
economic uncertainty is compounded by the
shadow of the "Epstin" scandal, as newly
released FBI documents alleging past
misconduct by the President compete for
headlines with the collapse of the Iranian
regime and the looming threat of intervention
in Cuba, which the administration claims is
"next in line" for regime change.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Decapitation of the Iranian

Leadership

o The death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
left a power vacuum in Tehran; U.S. and
Israeli forces have achieved near-total
air superiority over Iranian skies. 6,000
bombs have been dropped on 2,600

targets in the capital alone.

]

Iranian officials, including Ali Larihani,
have vowed retaliation against U.S.
bases in the Middle East, while reports
suggest Russia is providing intelligence
to Iran on U.S. troop and naval
movements.

o The Strait of Hormuz remains a critical
flashpoint; its closure has already
contributed to a 20% volatility in global
oil prices and threatens food security in
the Gulf.
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* The "Shield the Americas" Summit and
Regional Realignment

o President Trump hosted a summit of ten

Latin American leaders (including Milei

of Argentina and Bukele of El Salvador)

to form a new military coalition against

narcoterrorism and Chinese influence.

o The exclusion of Mexico, Brazil, and
Colombia signifies a shift toward bloc
politics based on ideological affinity
rather than traditional regional
cooperation.

o The administration has signaled that
Cuba is on the brink of collapse due to a
total oil blockade and is next on the
"liberation" agenda.

* Global Trade and the Tariff Conflict
o The Supreme Court’s decision to
invalidate previous tariffs has created a
short-term reprieve for some exporters,
though the President’s new 15% tariff
maintains high levels of uncertainty for
global supply chains.

o Despite the administration's claims, data
indicates that the trade deficit remained
flat last year and manufacturing jobs
continue to decline.

* The Peruvian Governance Crisis
o Peru has inaugurated its ninth president
in ten vears, José Maria Balcazar, an 83-
year-old former judge facing multiple
investigations.

o The country's move to a bicameral
system in July is viewed by critics as a
"parliamentary coup" designed to
consolidate power within the legislature.

* 2026 World Cup
Preparations
o With the World Cup only three months
away, the Mexican government is
deploying anti-drone battalions to
protect stadiums and fan zones from
"malicious" aerial threats.

Security and

o Concerns persist regarding the

renovation delays at the Estadio Azteca,

despite itsmythic status in football
history.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power

Succession

Dynamics &

* The Iranian state is attempting to follow its
constitutional process to name a successor
to Khamenei within 24 hours, even as the
U.S. asserts its right to intervene in the
selection to ensure a non-belligerent future
president.

* The emergence of the "Shield the
Americas" bloc represents a containment
strategy aimed at curbing Chinese strategic
investments in critical minerals (lithium,
rare earths) across the Andes and the
Southern Cone.

Rule of Law & Legal Warfare

* The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling against
the "emergency" tariffs highlights a judicial
check on executive power, forcing the
administration to pivot to 150-day
temporary measures to bypass Congress.

e In Peru, the use of "permanent moral
incapacity" as a vague legal criterion to
vacate presidents has effectively replaced
elections with parliamentary maneuvers.
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Energy & Economic Security

* The threat to desalination plants in the Gulf
represents a shift in warfare toward
targeting "crucial” life-sustaining
infrastructure, which could be more
devastating for U.S. allies than attacks on
oil facilities.

Globalization is under fire; analysts note
that while it reduced inequality between
countries, internal inequality has spiked,
with the top 10% in the U.S. now
controlling 50% of the income.

Succession & Stability

* The "model" for transition in Venezuela—
reportedly involving Maria Corina Machado

and Delsi Rodriguez—is being touted as a

potential blueprint for Cuba and Iran,

emphasizing stability over rapid

mocratization.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has been dominated by
efforts to rein in or support executive military
and economic actions. Congress has faced
internal divisions over the War Powers Act,
while the administration has relied on obscure
trade laws to maintain its tariff agenda
following judicial setbacks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* War Powers Act (Resolution): A failed
attempt in Congress to limit the President’s
authority to conduct unilateral strikes in
Iran without a formal declaration of war.

* USMCA (Revision): Discussion regarding
the upcoming 2026 review of the trade

agreement, with Mexico arguing that
"Section 232" national security tariffs are

totally illegal under the treaty.

* Section 232 / Section 122: ILegal
frameworks utilized by the executive to
impose 15% global tariffs after the
Supreme Court struck down "YEPA"
emergency tariffs.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump "Air Force One" Press Briefing:
The President asserted that he would not
accept a religious leader in Iran unless they
were "fantastic" and emphasized that any
ground troop deployment would be a last
resort given the success of the air
campaign.

* Shield the Americas Proclamation: A

signing ceremony where the President
announced an association to eradicate
cartels and reduce drugs entering the U.S.
by 96%.

* UN Secretary General Statement:
Antonio Guterres warned that the conflict
in the Middle East is at risk of spiraling out
of control.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Resurgence of the "Strongman" and
the Crisis of International Law

* There is a growing narrative that the rules-
based international order of the last 80

years is enterin "bache"
serious  crisis. Movements of an
authoritarian and populist nature are

increasingly viewing the "Rule of Law" as a
nuisance to be bypassed in favor of
unilateral action.
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* This is manifesting as short-termism, where
countries pursue immediate gains—such as
destabilizing the Venezuelan or Iranian

regimes—while risking the long-term
stability provided by international
regulations.

The Weaponization of Trade

 Tariffs are no longer merely economic tools

but have powerful  political
weapons. The President uses them to
maintain a "central role on the world
stage," deciding which business interests to
protect or punish, effectively creating a
"lobbying industry" around the White
House.

become

* This "law of the jungle" threatens to
replace the regulated global commerce that
saw trade grow from 10% to 60% of global

production over the last century.

The New "Iron Curtain" in the Americas

* The "Shield the Americas" summit creates a
fragmented Iatin America. By selecting
allies based on "ideological affinity," the
U.S. is abandoning the "Broad Front"
approach to regional security, potentially
pushing non-aligned nations closer to China
out of necessity.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* A chaotic succession struggle in Iran is
inevitable. Expect "asymmetric attacks"
from Iranian proxies (Hezbollah, Houthis)
against U.S. assets and global oil
infrastructure as the 24-hour window for
naming a new Supreme Leader closes.

* In the U.S., the Epstin scandal fallout could
trigger a domestic political crisis as the
administration uses the "War on Iran" to
deflect attention from FBI investigations.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e The 150-day tariff window will expire,
forcing a showdown in Congress. If the
manufacturing data continues to show

line, the administration may face
significant Republican pushback from
export-heavy states.

Preparations for the 2026 World Cup will
become a litmus test for the Mexican
government's ability to maintain order
amidst cartel volatility following the death
of El Mencho.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Structural changes to regional alliances in
the Americas could lead to a permanent
shift in how Latin American countries
manage their "digital sovereignty" and
critical minerals, potentially creating two
distinct economic zones in the hemisphere.

* The erosion of the Global State of Right
may lead to a more violent, less prosperous

era defined by "spheres of influence" and
"strongman" politics.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Stabilizing desalination plants
must be a priority for Gulf allies; a "water
war" would trigger a humanitarian

catastrophe surpassing oil disruption.
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* Diplomacy: Restore dialogue with Mexico,
Brazil, and Colombia; excluding the
region's largest economies from security
summits undermines the long-term efficacy
of any anti-cartel coalition.

* Succession: Monitor the Kurdish militias as
potential ground forces; their involvement
could iliz Ir n Turk
simultaneously.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Diversify away from the
Strait of Hormuz; the risk of "jamming"

and hybrid warfare makes

insurance in the region prohibitive.

maritime

* Investment: Chilean and  Argentine

liberalization policies provide high-growth

potential in tech and energy, but only if

they can navigate the uncertain U.S. tariff
regime.

* Regulation: Prepare for increased lobbying
costs in Washington; the move toward

"discretionary" tariffs means
success is increasingly tied to political

proximity.

business

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

Gemini 3 to deeply examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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