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INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 8,  2026,  marks  a  critical  juncture  in

Latin  American  and  West  Asian  geopolitics,

characterized  by  the  sharp  divergence

between  grassroots  communalism  in

Venezuela  and  the  systemic  friction  of

representative democracy in Colombia. While

Venezuela  executed  its  first  "Popular

Consultation"  of  the  year  to  solidify  a

"Communal State," Colombia’s legislative and

primary elections were marred by allegations

of  institutional  corruption  and  technical

opacity. These events are underscored by the

backdrop of International Women’s Day, which

served as a vehicle for political  mobilization

against  "imperialist"  policies  in  Spain,

Panama, and Chile.  The ideological  divide is

further  deepened  by  the  ongoing  economic

contraction in Argentina, where deregulation

has  triggered  a  housing  crisis  and  the

dismantling of social protections.

Simultaneously,  the  security  architecture  of

West  Asia  is  under  extreme  duress.

Aggressions  involving  the  United  States,

Israel, and Iran have moved beyond localized

strikes into the realm of international law and

global  economic  sabotage.  The  paralysis  of

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has  shifted  from  a

theoretical  risk  to  a  functional  reality,

threatening global energy supply chains and

driving  up  LNG  prices  in  Europe.  This

convergence  of  electoral  tension,  economic

shock therapy, and kinetic warfare suggests a

accelerating breakdown of the post-Cold War

international  order,  replaced  by  bloc-based

alignments and a frantic search for digital and

resource sovereignty.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Colombian  General  Elections  and

Presidential  Primaries: Millions  of

Colombians  voted  for  a  new  Congress

(2026-2030)  and  chose  presidential

candidates  in  three  inter-party

consultations. 

Right-wing  Senator  Paloma  Valencia

emerged  as  a  dominant  force  in  the

"Gran  Consulta  por  Colombia,"  while

Ivan  Cepeda  solidified  his  lead  for  the

Pacto Histórico Paloma Valencia.

Serious  allegations  of  vote-buying

surfaced,  including  the  capture  of  a

candidate  in  Amazonas  with  20  million

pesos  and  reports  of  electoral  officials

receiving bribes 100 million pesos.

Concerns regarding the "sovereignty" of

electoral  software  persisted,  with

President  Petro  and  observers  noting

that the systems remain in private hands

without  adequate  political  auditing

witnesses vigilant.
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Venezuela’s  First  National  Popular

Consultation  of  2026: The  government

promoted  a  "Communal  State"  model,

allowing  citizens  to  vote  directly  on  over

36,000 local development projects. 

The  CNE extended voting  by  one  hour

due to high turnout one-hour extension.

Approximately  70%  of  the  communal

leadership  involved  in  these  processes

are  women,  linking  the  consultation  to

International  Women’s  Day  70%

leadership.

The initiative seeks to bypass traditional

bureaucracy, with funds flowing directly

from the Federal Council of Government

to  the  "Communal  Circuits"  Federal

Council.

Escalation in  West  Asia  and Maritime

Paralyzation: The  conflict  between  Iran

and  the  US-Israeli  coalition  has  severely

impacted global trade. 

The Strait of Hormuz reports a near-total

paralysis, with only three vessels exiting

in a recent 24-hour period,  threatening

20% of  the  world's  oil  supply  Strait  of

Hormuz.

The Iranian Red Crescent has petitioned

the International Criminal Court (ICC) to

investigate US and Israeli actions as war

crimes following the destruction of over

6,600  civilian  structures  ICC

investigation.

Iranian  forces  conducted  retaliatory

strikes  against  a  refinery  in  Haifa  and

Ben  Gurion  International  Airport  using

solid-fuel missiles Haifa refinery.

The  Argentine  Social  and  Economic

Crisis: The Milei  administration’s  policies

have  entered  a  phase  of  severe  social

friction. 

Housing rent  prices  have surged 550%

in two years following the repeal of the

Rental Law, leading to a "collapse" in the

ability  of  young  citizens  to  live

independently 550% increase.

The  healthcare  system  for  retirees

(PAMI)  has  cut  60  previously  free

medications,  including  those  for

hypertension 60 medications.

The  reform  of  the  Glacier  Law  has

sparked  protests,  as  it  transfers

environmental  oversight  to  provinces

and  potentially  facilitates  aggressive

mining  in  fragile  ecosystems  Glacier

Law.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI,  Technology  Policy  &  Digital

Sovereignty: The  day’s  reports  highlight  a

growing push for technological independence

from "Western" systems. 

Russia  has  demonstrated  independence

from  the  Starlink  satellite  system  by

deploying "mesh networks" and fiber-optic

nodes for military communications Starlink

deactivation.

Spain is pursuing legal action against tech

giants like TikTok and X (formerly Twitter)

for  the  proliferation  of  AI-generated

"deepfakes" affecting minors deepfakes.

The  film  industry  is  grappling  with

"creative  destruction"  as  AI-generated

scripts and actors challenge the intellectual

property of human artists digital actors.
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Corruption  &  Governance: Electoral

integrity is a primary friction point in South

American democracies. 

In  Colombia,  the  Ministry  of  Defense

reported  the  interception  of  2,400 people

attempting to cross from Venezuela to vote

illegally illegal passage.

The Colombian state is criticized for failing

to  acquire  its  own  electoral  software,

remaining  dependent  on  private

contractors like ASD software privatization.

Economic  Security  &  Financial

Resilience: New  models  are  emerging  to

counter  global  inflationary  pressures  and

sanctions. 

Venezuela’s "Communal Banks" are touted

as a way to make the bolivar "render 50%

more"  by  eliminating  intermediaries  in

local projects 50% more.

The  "Passion  Economy"  is  discussed  as  a

digital  alternative  for  labor,  where  micro-

influencers  monetize  niche  communities

directly,  bypassing  traditional  media

structures passion economy.

Biosurveillance  &  Public  Health: A

resurgence of preventable diseases is causing

regional alarm. 

Mexico is facing a measles outbreak, with

officials  stressing  that  a  95%  (or  higher)

vaccination  rate  is  required  for  "herd

immunity" measles outbreak.

The  Argentine  government  is  facing

potential  lawsuits  for  "infanticide"  due  to

the lack of access to essential medicines in

marginalized provinces infanticide.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  was  dominated  by

constitutional debates in Colombia regarding

a  possible  Constituent  Assembly  and  the

implementation  of  deregulatory  reforms  in

Argentina. In Colombia, the primary focus is

on whether the new Congress will facilitate or

block  President  Petro’s  structural  reforms,

while  in  Argentina,  the  focus  is  on  the

environmental  and social  fallout  of  the  "Ley

Bases."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Glacier Law Reform (Argentina): Moves

oversight  of  periglacial  zones  to  the

provinces,  easing  restrictions  on  mining

Glacier Law.

Constituent  Assembly  Proposal

(Colombia): Debate continues on whether

a  new  constitution  is  needed  to  bypass

legislative gridlock on health and pension

reforms Constituent Assembly.

Lowering  the  Age  of  Imputability

(Argentina): Part of a broader penal code

reform  that  has  triggered  protests  and

repression penal reform.

New  Labor  Justice  Framework

(Argentina): Transfers labor courts to the

city of  Buenos Aires,  raising fears of  bias

toward  the  current  administration  labor

justice.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

CNE Venezuela Briefing: Announcement

of  the  extension  of  voting  hours  for  the

popular consultation normal development.

Colombian Registrar Press Conference:

Hernan  Peñagos  dismissed  software

concerns, claiming 30 "cyber-attacks" were

successfully thwarted cyber-attacks.
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Argentine  Teachers  Strike: National

strike  paralyses  schools  in  over  half  the

provinces  in  response  to  salary  freezes

teacher strike.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Crisis  of  Institutional  Trust: A

overarching theme is  the erosion of  faith  in

traditional  democratic  institutions.  In

Colombia,  the  narrative  focuses  on  "mafias"

and  "clans"  capturing  the  state  captured

state,  while  Venezuela  presents  its

"Communal Circuits" as a purer, uncorrupted

form  of  governance.  This  ideological

competition  is  designed  to  frame

representative democracy as inherently prone

to fraud and "liberal" economies as inherently

exclusionary.

The  Weaponization  of  Gender:

International  Women’s  Day  was  utilized  by

state actors in Venezuela and Cuba to frame

the "Revolution" as the primary guarantor of

women’s rights. In contrast, the reports from

Panama,  Peru,  and  Chile  focused  on  the

"patriarchal"  failures  of  right-leaning

governments,  specifically  citing  the

"neocolonial"  policies  of  administrations  like

those  of  Mulino  or  the  incoming  Kast

administration in Chile Kast administration.

Resource  Conflict  and  "Environment

Lawfare": Argentina’s  shift  toward  a  pro-

mining  stance  via  the  Glacier  Law  reform

signals  a  regional  trend  where  economic

survival  necessitates  the  sacrifice  of

environmental  safeguards.  This  is  being

framed by critics as a violation of sovereignty,

where  "transnationals"  are  the  primary

beneficiaries  of  the  "destruction  of  natural

reservoirs" regalías.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

civil  unrest  in  Argentina  as  the  school  year

begins  under  a  national  teacher  strike  and

retirees  face  the  full  impact  of  medication

cuts.  In  Colombia,  the  "pre-conteo"  (pre-

count) and "escrutinio" (scrutiny) phases will

likely be contested by the Pacto Histórico if

the  software  results  show  significant

deviations from exit polls, potentially leading

to street mobilizations 600,000 votes.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  first

results of Venezuela’s communal projects will

be  leveraged  as  a  "success  story"  in  a  pre-

presidential  election  environment.  In  West

Asia, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz will

trigger a re-routing of global shipping toward

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  permanently

increasing freight costs and cementing a high-

inflation  environment  for  European  energy

energy impact.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  successful

demonstration  of  independent  satellite  and

digital  infrastructure  by  Russia  and  Iran

Russian  infrastructure suggests  the

emergence  of  a  "Splinternet,"  where

sanctioned nations  develop a  parallel  digital

architecture  entirely  disconnected  from

Western  oversight.  This  will  make  future

sanctions  regimes  significantly  less  effective

and traditional cyber-espionage more difficult.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomatic  efforts  should  prioritize

maritime  security  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  as

the  "paralysis"  of  Hormuz  is  no  longer  a

rhetorical  threat  but  a  logistical  reality

logistics impact.

Policy  toward Argentina must  account  for

the  high  risk  of  state-level  litigation  as

retirees and unions seek judicial remedies

for the sudden withdrawal of social rights

litigation risk.

Electoral  observers  must  shift  focus  from

polling  stations  to  the  "black  box"  of

proprietary  counting  software,  as  digital

sovereignty  becomes  the  new  frontier  of

electoral legitimacy software audit.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy Sector: Diversification away from

Persian  Gulf  transit  is  urgent;  LNG

investors  should  look  toward  North

American  or  West  African  alternatives  to

mitigate  the  Hormuz  risk  shipping

paralysis.

Mining  &  Argentina: While  the  Glacier

Law reform eases entry, the "social license"

remains extremely low; investors face high

reputational  and  physical  security  risks

from  environmental  activists  glacier

controversy.

Digital Economy: The "Passion Economy"

represents  a  shift  in  marketing  spend

toward  micro-influencers  who  hold  high

"trust  equity"  in  fragmented  digital

landscapes passion economy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

