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RECOMMENDATIONS: Establish Deconfliction Protocols, Diplomatic Off-Ramps,
Humanitarian Oversight, Supply Chain Diversification.
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A CATASTROPHIC REGIONAL WAR
ESCALATES AS IRAN INSTALLS A
NEW SUPREME LEADER WHILE THE
U.S. PRESIDENT DECLARES THE
MILITARY PHASE NEARLY
COMPLETE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in the
ten-day-old conflict between the United
States, Israel, and Iran, characterized by a
jarring disconnect between high-level political
rhetoric and the tactical reality on the ground.
While U.S. President Donald Trump has
characterized the conflict as a short-term
excursion that is already "very complete," the
Middle East has descended into a widening
regional war. The conflict reached a critical
juncture with the appointment of Mujtaba
Khamenei as Iran’s new Supreme Leader,
replacing his father who was assassinated in
the opening wave of the war. This transition,
occurring under constant bombardment,
signals a defiant consolidation of the Iranian
state and its security apparatus, specifically
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), rather than the collapse sought by
Washington and Jerusalem.

The economic consequences of the war have
become acute, with global oil prices surging
above $100 per barrel for the first time since
2022 following the effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. Iran has shifted its
retaliatory  strategy
through chaos," increasingly targeting the
energy infrastructure of Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) nations like Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Bahrain. This has forced major
energy producers to declare force majeure on
shipments, rattling Asian and European
markets. Despite  the  administration's
insistence that the war is wrapping up, the
Iranian military continues to launch heavy
missile volleys into central Israel, and
Hezbollah has opened a significant second
front in Lebanon, leading to the displacement
of over 500,000 people.

toward ‘"deterrence

Domestically, President Trump is leveraging
the war to pressure Congress on a hardline
legislative agenda, vowing not to sign any
legislation until the Save America Act—a bill
focused on voter ID and restrictive social
policies—is passed. However, public support
for the war remains low, with only 27% of
Americans approving of the strikes. The
disconnect between the White House’s
declaration of "mission accomplished" and the
rising death toll of U.S. service members
suggests a looming political crisis for the
administration as it approaches the November
midterm elections.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Succession of Mujtaba Khamenei:
Following the assassination of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and his family, the Assembly of
Experts appointed his son, Mujtaba, as the
third Supreme Ieader of the Islamic
Republic. Analysts note that while the
succession appears dynastic, it represents

a consolidation of power by the IRGC

during an existential crisis. Russia has
congratulated the new leader, while the
U.S. and Israel have labeled him a
continued target for assassination.

* Operation Epic Fury and Infrastructure
Destruction: President Trump claims U.S.
and Israeli forces have sunk 51 Iranian
ships and degraded 90% of Iran's missile
launch capabilities. However, recent strikes
have expanded to civilian infrastructure,
including oil storage depots in Tehran,
resulting in toxic "acid rain" and a massive
blanket of smoke over the capital that has
put millions at risk.

* Regional Retaliation against GCC: Iran
has abandoned "strategic patience" in favor
of a "strategy of chaos," launching missiles
and drones at civilian and energy targets in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.
Bahrain’s Bapco 0il refinery was hit by a
drone strike, leading the company to
declare force majeure, further choking
global supply.

* Economic Turmoil and Market
Volatility: Asian markets, particularly in
South Korea and Japan, fell sharply (up to
8%) as crude oil prices breached the $110
threshold. South Korea has responded by
imposing a price cap on domestic fuel for
the first time in 30 years to mitigate the
shock of the Strait of Hormuz closure.

* Escalation in Lebanon: Israel has
intensified its air campaign in Beirut and
Lebanon, targeting financial
institutions affiliated with Hezbollah.
Human Rights Watch has accused the
Israeli military of unlawfully using white
phosphorus in populated areas, as the
displacement crisis in Lebanon nears
700,000 people.

* U.S. Casualties and Public Dissent: The
U.S. military confirmed the seventh combat
death of a service member since the start
of the war. Despite the administration's
optimistic messaging, internal U.S. polling
indicates that a majority of Americans see
the conflict as an "unnecessary war" of
choice.

southern

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Critical
Infrastructure The global energy market is
facing a structural crisis. The Strait of
Hormuz, which facilitates 20% of global oil
and LNG flows, is effectively closed due to
Iranian threats. Qatar Energy and Bahrain's
Bapco have both declared force majeure,
untangling themselves from contractual
obligations as their facilities come under fire.
President Trump has offered political risk
insurance to tankers, yet insurers are already

canceling coverage or surging premiums.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics In
Iran, the transition to Mujtaba Khamenei
signifies the dominance of the "Deep State"
and the IRGC. In the U.S., President Trump is
operating outside traditional interagency
making major policy
announcements via social media. Meanwhile,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio is being
positioned as a key negotiator for a potential

“friendly takeover" of Cuba, indicating a

processes,
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broader administration focus on regime
change across multiple theaters.

Succession and Stability The rapid

appointment of a new Supreme Leader in Iran
was intended to guarantee continuity and
prevent the state collapse desired by Israel.
While some analysts suggest Mujtaba could
eventually transform the regime due to his
unique legitimacy, the immediate effect is a
"rally around the flag" sentiment among
supporters, despite ial lariz

and past unrest.

International Relations and Foreign
Policy Traditional alliances are under strain.
Qatar’s Prime Minister expressed a deep
sense of betrayal by Iran, given Doha’s past
mediation efforts. Simultaneously, the U.S. is
facing unprecedented criticism from U.N.
experts who label the strikes an "illegal act of
aggression" violating Article 2 of the U.N.
Charter. France and the G7 are discussing the
release of strategic oil reserves, but have not
yet reached a consensus.

Economic Security The  threat of
"stagflation"—rising inflation coupled with
stagnant growth—has re-emerged as a major
risk. The global fertilizer market is also
collapsing, with prices nearing $680 a ton
because 33% of the world's fertilizer passes
through the blocked Strait. This poses an
immediate threat to global food security,
particularly for major agricultural exporters
like Brazil.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The U.S. legislative environment has been
frozen by executive mandate. President
Trump has declared a legislative moratorium,
refusing to sign any bills—including those for
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
funding—until his priority election and social

legislation is passed by the House Republican
majority.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Save America Act: A rebranded version of
the "Save Act," this five-point bill requires
voter ID and proof of citizenship, bans mail-
in ballots (with narrow exceptions),
prohibits transgender "mutilization" of
children, and bans men from participating
in women’s sports. Trump claims it is the

easiest thing to pass due to high polling,
though it faces a Senate filibuster.

* Trump Accounts: A policy aimed at giving
every American child a head start on the
American Dream, involving significant
private sector contributions, notably from
the Dell family.

* Auto Loan Interest Deductibility: A
proposal to make interest on auto loans

fully deductible, provided the vehicle is

manufactured in the United States.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Miami/Doral Republican Address:
President Trump addressed the House
Republican majority, celebrating a record

$20 million fundraising haul and outlining

the "Epic Fury" military successes.

* Iranian Foreign Ministry Press
Conference: Spokesperson Ismail Baghai
loed 1l bili £ dip] ’
stating talks are ‘irrelevant" while
aggression continues and accusing the U.S.
of seeking to partition Iran to seize its oil.

Israeli Military Briefing: The IDF

confirmed it is targeting the armed branch
of Hezbollah in Beirut while maintaining a
blackout on the location of Iranian missile
impacts within Israel.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Strategy of Attrition vs. The "Short-
Term Excursion" Narrative There is a
fundamental strategic mismatch between the
U.S. and Iran. The Trump administration is
attempting to narrate a quick, decisive victory
to satisfy domestic political needs. Conversely,
Iran is engaging in a war of attrition,
decentralizing its command via a "mosaic
defense" to ensure that even if the central
leadership is destroyed, local commanders
can continue to inflict regional pain. Iran’s
goal is to make the cost of the war so high for
U.S. allies and the global economy that
Washington is forced to withdraw before
achieving regime change.

The Global Erosion of International Law
This conflict represents a significant collapse
of the post-WWII international order. U.N.
experts and former diplomats describe the
U.S.-Israeli campaign as a war of aggression,
the "worst crime" under the Nuremberg
Tribunal. The U.S. President has openly stated
that his own moral compass is the only
restriction on his power, signaling a move
toward a "pure power" geopolitical model
where Article 2 of the U.N. Charter is treated
as irrelevant.

Information Warfare and Media
Polarization The war is being fought through
a divided media lens. The White House is
utilizing social media savvy "meme ready"
messaging to target younger Americans, while
the Pentagon has imposed restrictions so
severe that many legacy journalists have
returned their credentials. In Israel, military
censorship is strictly controlling information
on missile damage to maintain a narrative of
invulnerability, even as citizens are arrested

for posting videos of impact sites.

Nuclear Proliferation as a Defensive
Response A dangerous new trend is
emerging as U.S. allies lose faith in the
American security umbrella. Analysts suggest
this war is accelerating nuclear proliferation,
with France vowing to increase its warheads
and countries like Japan, Germany, and Saudi
Arabia reconsidering their nuclear options.
The killing of Khamenei, despite his fatwa
against nuclear weapons, may lead the new
Iranian leadership to conclude that only a
nuclear deterrent can guarantee survival.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued spike in gasoline prices in the U.S.,
potentially reaching $5.00-$8.00 in high-tax
regions like California. The G7 is likely to
formalize a release of strategic petroleum
reserves to stabilize markets. In the theater of
war, the risk of a miscalculation leading to a
direct clash between Iran and a NATO
member (like Turkey) is high, especially as
Iranian missiles continue to be intercepted
over Turkish soil.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
midterm elections will likely revolve around
affordability and inflation driven by energy
costs. If the war persists, the U.S. may be
forced to choose between putting "boots on
the ground" to secure oil infrastructure or
declaring a premature "victory" and leaving a
failed state in Iran. A global food crisis is
possible as fertilizer shortages from the Gulf
impact the spring planting season in the
Northern Hemisphere.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
regional power dynamics is underway. Middle
Eastern nations may pivot toward China and
Russia for security and trade, viewing the U.S.
as an unstable partner. Iran, if it survives, will
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likely pursue a covert or overt nuclear

capability with high popular support. The
"Venezuela model" of regime change—

installing an internal successor—is unlikely to

work in a deep, decades-long revolutionary
system like Iran’s.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: NATO and GCC
allies must establish a clear "deconfliction"
protocol to prevent Iranian retaliatory

strikes from friggering Article 5 or a wider

continental war.

* Diplomatic Off-Ramps: Neutral
mediators (Oman, Switzerland) should
prioritize a "Strait for Ceasefire" deal to
reopen global trade before economic
damage becomes irreversible.

* Humanitarian Oversight: International
bodies must demand an independent
investigation into the Minab school strike
and other civilian massacres to maintain
the thin remaining threads of international
humanitarian law.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Fragility: High-tech
manufacturers (semiconductors) must
diversify away from Gulf-produced raw
materials, such as helium, which is critical
for chip production and currently at risk.

* Energy Hedging: Corporations should
brace for prolon
and look for alternative logistics routes that
bypass the Eastern Mediterranean and the
Persian Gulf.

e Political Risk: Investors in the Gulf
"haven" states must re-evaluate their risk
premiums, as the precedent of targeting
neutral civilian and business infrastructure
in Qatar and the UAE has been set.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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