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THE CORONATION OF MOJTABA
KHAMENEI AMID REGIONAL WAR
AND GLOBAL ENERGY COLLAPSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a historic pivot in the
Middle East as the Islamic Republic of Iran
officially transitioned to its third Supreme
Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, the second son of
the recently killed Ali Khamenei. This
succession, occurring under the shadow of a
ten-day-old war with Israel and the United
States, signals a consolidation of power by the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
and the "security-military" faction of the elite.
The appointment was fast-tracked by the
Assembly of Experts to prevent a leadership
vacuum, despite the fact that Mojtaba
Khamenei lacks a public record of executive
service or a verified religious standing as a
high-ranking cleric. The move effectively ends
the "republican" veneer of the state, shifting it
toward a hereditary system supported by the
military apparatus.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical and economic
consequences of the conflict reached a boiling
point. The Functional closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has sent global oil prices soaring

above $100-$120 per Dbarrel, triggering
emergency G7 meetings and market volatility
not seen in years. On the ground, kinetic
operations expanded as Iran launched
"Operation True Promise 4" against regional
targets, hitting oil refineries in Bahrain and
US bases in Qatar, while US and Israeli
strikes devastated Iranian energy
infrastructure and historical sites in Isfahan.
The day is characterized by a "darkness"
imposed on the Iranian citizenry through total
internet shutdowns and toxic smog from
burning fuel depots, even as the first cracks in
the new leadership's legitimacy appeared via
rooftop protests in Tehran.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Hereditary Succession and the IRGC Coup

* The Assembly of Experts officially named
Mojtaba Khamenei as the third Supreme

Leader of the Islamic Republic.

* State media has launched an intensive
campaign to build a "revolutionary resume"
for Mojtaba, describing him as a war
veteran at age 17 and a "Ramadan martyr/
veteran" due to injuries sustained in recent
strikes.

Analysis suggests the IRGC's "security-
military" wing forced this appointment to
maintain internal cohesion and protect
their vast financial-intelligence empire.

* The transition is widely viewed as
heredi g a major ideological
contradiction for a regime that justified its
1979 revolution as an end to monarchical
rule.
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Kin kinetic Escalation: "Operation True Targeting of Iranian Cultural Heritage

Promise 4" and Infrastructure
* The IRGC announced the 31st wave of * Strikes on the Isfahan Governor’s office
attacks, targeting Israel and regional caused collateral damage to Safavid-era
neighbors, dedicated to the new leader. historical sites, including the Chehel
* A drone strike on a Bahraini refinery Sotoun Palace and Ali Qapu.
injured 32 people, including a two-month- * Strategic fuel depots in Shahran, Fardis,
old infant. and Aghdasieh are burning, causing toxic
« The US Central Command (CENTCOM) "black rain" and severe respiratory risks for
confirmed seven US soldiers have been the population of Tehran.
killed since the war began, while satellite * Rationing has been implemented, reducing
imagery reveals significant damage to five the petrol quota from 30 to 20 liters per
US bases in the region. vehicle.

* US Tomahawk missiles were identified by
investigators as the weapons used in a KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
deadly strike on a girls' school in Minab,

which killed 168 people. Succession & Stability
Global Energy and Economic Crisis * The selection of Mojtaba Khamenei was
finalized behind closed doors in Qom, with
* Brent crude oil prices spiked by 25% in a 85-90% of members present voting in favor,
single day, reaching $119 per barrel before though some members were reportedly not
settling near $100 following  G7 notified of the session.

intervention rumors. . -
e Elite politics are fractured; former

* The G7 and IEA held emergency sessions to President Hassan Rouhani issued a veiled
discuss releasing 400 million barrels of critique, suggesting the leadership choice
strategic reserves to stabilize markets. should have been delayed to avoid

« Major Asian stock markets, including the distracting from the war effort.
Nikkei and KOSPI, plummeted between 5% « The "Hereditary" nature of the appointment
and 8% as the Strait of Hormuz remains is being countered by state media through
functionally impassable. religious_terminology, calling Mojtaba the

* Global shipping insurance costs have "General Deputy" (Naeb-e Am) of the
skyrocketed, with Lloyd's of London Hidden Imam.
withdrawing coverage from the Persian
Gulf. Digital Sovereignty & Cybersecurity

* Iran has implemented a total internet
blackout to suppress dissent, relying on
hinese-devel nsorshi hnol
to manage access and disrupt Starlink

connections.
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* The "White List" system allows
government-approved ~ SIM  cards to
maintain connectivity while the general
public is left in an information vacuum.

International Relations & Lawfare

* President Trump has warned that any
leader not approved by the United States
will not survive long, signaling a policy of
targeted
decapitation.

* Vladimir Putin was the first foreign leader

to congratulate Mojtaba, promising that
Russia will remain a "reliable partner" to
the new leadership.

assassination or regime

* The Iranian Judiciary has threatened to
seize the assets of Iranians abroad who
support the US/Israeli offensive.

Humanitarian and Health Security

* Health experts warn of a toxic environment
in major cities; residents are urged to wear
N95 masks and stay indoors to avoid
permanent lung damage from chemical
smog.

* The war has led to significant civilian

displacement, with 500,000 I.ebanese
reportedly displaced by Israeli incursions in
the north.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy actions today focused
on emergency war measures and international
crisis management. The G7 and the
International Energy Agency (IEA) are moving
toward a coordinated release of global oil
reserves to counter the Iranian blockade of
the Persian Gulf. In Iran, the Assembly of
Experts bypassed traditional public debate to
solidify the leadership transition under
emergency war powers.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* G7 Oil Reserve Release Proposal: A
proposed coordinated action to inject 400
million barrels of oil into the market to
combat the price spike caused by the
Hormuz closure.

e Iran Petrol Quota Reduction: An
emergency executive order reducing petrol
quotas for civilians to preserve strategic
fuel stocks for the military.

* Australian Asylum Offer for Athletes:
US President Trump and Prince Reza
Pahlavi have urged Australia to grant
asylum to five Iranian female footballers

who refused to sing the national anthem.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Phone Interview with Times of
Israel: The US President stated he would
decide the end of the war jointly with
Benjamin Netanyahu and hinted at not
recognizing Mojtaba Khamenei.

* Assembly of Experts Communiqué: A
formal statement justifying the immediate
selection of Mojtaba to prevent "leadership
displacement" (khala-e rahbari).

* Putin-Trump Call: A 90-minute call
between the Russian and US presidents

regarding the "resolution" of the Iran and
Ukraine conflicts.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Republic" and the Rise of
the Military State The elevation of Mojtaba
Khamenei is more than a family succession; it
is the culmination of a decade-long shift from
a clerical oligarchy to an IRGC-dominated
praetorian state. Analysts note that Mojtaba
has been the "man behind the curtain" for 20
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years, managing the intelligence and financial
committees that bypassed formal government
ministries. By placing him at the helm, the
IRGC ensures that its "Habib Battalion"
networks remain in control of the state's
remaining assets. However, this transition
carries a massive risk: the loss of religious
legitimacy. Traditionally, the Supreme Leader
must be a Marja (source of emulation), a
status Mojtaba has not achieved, forcing the
regime to rely entirely on "force and shadow"
rather than the ideological charisma of his
predecessors.

The "Strait of Hormuz" Economic Weapon
Iran’s strategic logic in expanding the war to
its neighbors (Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait) is clearly
economic. By making the Persian Gulf
uninsurable and impassable, Tehran hopes to
trigger a global economic collapse that forces
the G7 to restrain Trump and Netanyahu. The
strategy is working in the short term, as seen
in the market panic. However, the US is
countering this by looking toward lifting
Russian sanctions and leveraging Venezuelan
oil to decouple the global economy from the
Persian Gulf, a shift that could permanently
marginalize Middle Eastern energy influence.

The "Human Shield" Strategy and
Collateral Damage A disturbing theme is the
emergence of urban areas as primary
battlefields. CENTCOM has accused Iran of
using residential zones in Tehran and Shiraz
as launch sites for missiles, essentially using
the civilian population as a shield. The tragic
bombing of the Minab girls' school highlights
the failure of "surgical strike" narratives.
Simultaneously, the regime is using the
environmental disaster—the burning oil
depots—to keep people indoors, effectively
using a public health crisis as a tool for riot
control.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect an intensified "kinetic search" for
Mojtaba Khamenei. Israeli officials have
hinted he is a legitimate target, and his
current location is a state secret. If he is
killed shortly after appointment, the regime
may collapse into a direct IRGC military
junta with no figurehead.

* Protests are likely to migrate from rooftops
to streets if fuel and food shortages worsen

following the depot strikes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e The US may attempt to execute a
"Venezuela Model" in Iran, looking for a
disgruntled insider to lead a transitional
government while continuing the
"decapitation" of the current leadership.

* Global energy supply chains will undergo a
structural shift as South Korea and Japan
(who rely on the Gulf for 80% of their oil)
move toward long-term contracts with non-
Gulf producers.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e The "Shiite Crescent" influence may
permanently wane. The loss of charisma in
leadership (Mojtaba vs. Ali Khamenei/
Nasrallah) means regional proxies will
likely move toward local nationalism or
religious guidance from Grand Ayatollah
Sistani in Iraq, rather than Tehran.

e Iran's nuclear program will either be
completely destroyed or the new leadership

will openly pivot to a nuclear weapon as

their only survival guarantee.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: Western allies
must accelerate the deployment of THAAD
and AEGIS systems to Gulf allies, as Iran's
"Vadeh Sadegh 4" wave shows an increased
willingness to target non-combatant
neighbors to exert economic pressure.

* Diplomatic Engagement: Recognition of
the Mojtaba leadership should be withheld
to maintain leverage. The US "Venezuela
Model" hint suggests that secondary
leadership layers should be targeted for
defection.

* Humanitarian Monitoring: Urgent
pressure is needed regarding the
environmental disaster in Tehran; the
burning depots represent a massive war
crime risk regarding civilian health.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Diversification: The Strait of

Hormuz is no longer a reliable transi int.

Investments should pivot toward trans-

continental pipelines and renewables to

mitigate the 30% volatility risks seen this
week.

* Supply Chain Resilience: Manufacturing
reliant on Gulf-produced petrochemicals
(e.g., nitrogen fertilizers) should expect

long-term price inflation and potential

shortages.

* Insurance and Risk: The withdrawal of
maritime insurance from the Gulf
necessitates a complete re-evaluation of
shipping routes, potentially increasing
costs for all consumer goods moving
through the Suez-Indian Ocean corridor.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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