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ALGERIA ADVANCES LANDMARK
ANTI-COLONIAL LEGISLATION AND
STRICT NATIONAL DRONE
REGISTRATION MANDATES AMID
REGIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, was marked by a heavy
emphasis on state-directed identity building,
legislative sovereignty, and the tightening of
national security protocols. The Algerian
government, led by Prime Minister Nadir
Larbaoui and supported by the military
leadership under General Said Chengriha,
utilized the occasion of International Women'’s
Day to project an image of a "triumphant and
emerging" Algeria. This
reinforced by high-level ceremonies honoring
female military and civilian personnel,
signaling a continuing effort to integrate

women into specialized combat roles such as

aviation and naval operations.

narrative was

Strategically, the day featured two major
regulatory and legislative pivots. First, the
Ministry of National Defense announced a
strict six-month deadline for the mandatory

registration of all drones with a newly

established National Center, threatening

seizure for mnon-compliance. Second, the
National People’s Assembly (APN) moved to
approve a controversial bill criminalizing
French colonialism, a move that likely signals
a hardening of "lawfare" tactics in Algiers’
complex relationship with Paris. These
developments suggest a state prioritizing
internal order, technological oversight, and
the codification of historical grievances as
pillars of domestic stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Legislative Sovereignty and Historical

Redress
o The National People’s Assembly (APN)
approved five major draft laws, most
notably the bill criminalizing French
colonialism in Algeria, alongside an
organic law on political parties and
territorial organization.

o The move follows a joint committee
report aimed at resolving outstanding
provisions between the two chambers of
parliament, indicating a consolidated
legislative front.

* National Security and Technological
Oversight
o The Ministry of National Defense (MDN)
has mandated the registration of all
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS/drones)
through the National Center for UAS by
April 30, 2026.

o The regulation requires physical and
moral persons to provide serial numbers,
photos, and proof of residence, signaling
a comprehensive crackdown on
unregulated domestic drone use to
protect national security.
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» Military Integration and Gender Policy
o General Said Chengriha highlighted the
expansion of female roles within the
People's National Army (ANP), including

rachutin viation, an m ni

o The state is framing women's
participation not just as a social metric,
but as a critical component of state
development and defense readiness.

* Diaspora

Reintegration
o Algerian consulates in Europe (Paris,
Marseille, Barcelona, Brussels) have
launched major outreach initiatives,
including organized Iftars for students

and status regularization programs for
irregular citizens.

Management and

o The Barcelona consulate reported
handling over 11,000 applications,
reflecting a high-volume state effort to
facilitate the legal return of vulnerable
citizens abroad.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Security Architecture & Technology Policy
The MDN'’s drone registration mandate is a
significant expansion of state biosurveillance
and critical infrastructure protection. By
centralizing drone oversight, Algiers aims to
mitigate risks associated with domestic unrest
and the potential use of drones by non-state
actors. The mandatory registration of serial
numbers and identity certificates suggests a
move toward a total-visibility environment for
civilian-grade technology.

Domestic Stability & Social Order The
government launched a national program to
mentor 1,000 voung leaders aged 18 to 28.
This initiative is designed to channel youth
energy into state-approved field initiatives and
"leadership skills," likely serving as a

preventative measure against civil unrest by
incorporating potential youth organizers into
the state apparatus.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare) & International
Relations The approval of the Dbill

criminalizing colonialism is a significant
diplomatic maneuver. It elevates historical
grievances to a formal legal status, potentially
impacting trade, reparations discussions, and
diplomatic protocol with France. This
represents a strategic use of legal instruments
to project national pride and exert pressure
on European partners.

Statecraft & Religious Identity The
Ministry of Religious Affairs is actively
promoting a "national" religious narrative. Dr.
Moussa Ismail, a high-ranking cleric,
delivered a lecture emphasizing the service of
Sufism to Maliki Figh. This alignment of Sufi
ethics with Maliki law is a deliberate strategy
to foster a moderate, state-sanctioned Islamic
identity that counters more radical, imported
ideologies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Algerian legislature moved forward with a
dense package of laws focused on political
structure and historical identity. The National
People's Assembly approved several draft laws
intended to redefine the relationship between
the state and its colonial past, as well as its
internal administrative boundaries.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Bill Criminalizing French Colonialism:
A landmark law seeking to legally condemn
h lonial riod, likely carrying
implications for future diplomatic and
judicial claims.
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* Organic Law on Political Parties:
Updates the regulatory framework for
party formation and activity, likely
tightening state oversight.

* Territorial Organization Law: Addresses
the country’s internal administrative
divisions and governance structures.

* Road Traffic Law: Aimed at reducing
traffic through
enforcement and revised regulations.

accidents stricter

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* APN Public Session: Chaired by Speaker

Ibrahim Boughali to approve the draft law
package after joint committee resolution.

* International Women's Day Ceremony:
PM Larbaoui, representing President
Tebboune, delivered a keynote address on

* Military Iftar Ceremony: General
Chengriha hosted personnel at the National

Army Club to discuss the integration of
women in the ANP.

* Great Mosque Religious Lecture: Dr.
Moussa Ismail presented on the role of Sufi

0 Maliki jurs : .

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History The move to
criminalize colonialism is not merely symbolic;
it is part of a broader trend where Algiers
uses historical memory as a diplomatic lever.
By codifying "colonialism as a crime," the
state creates a legal basis for challenging
French narratives and potentially seeking
future damages or restricting the activities of
entities that do not acknowledge this legal
framework. This trend toward historicized

lawfare is a core component of the
administration's nationalist platform.

Centralization of Emerging Tech Control
The MDN's drone center indicates that the
state views civilian technology as a primary
security threat. Unlike earlier years where
drone use was a legal grey area, the state is
now moving toward total registration and
identification. This suggests that the security
apparatus is preparing for a regional
environment where low-cost aerial technology
is increasingly used for both surveillance and
disruption.

Diaspora as a Pillar of State Capacity The
intensive consular activities in Europe suggest
Algiers is no longer viewing its diaspora as a
separate entity but as a strategic extension of
the nation. The emphasis on students and
"regularizing" irregular citizens indicates a
desire to harness the skills and loyalty of
Algerians abroad while mitigating the "brain
drain" by keeping legal paths to return open.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
drone registration as the April 30 deadline
approaches, potentially accompanied by
public awareness campaigns highlighting the
legal risks of non-compliance. Diplomatic
tension with France may spike as the details
of the anti-colonialism bill are publicized in
European media.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The National
Center for UAS will likely transition from
registration to enforcement, with the first
seizures of unregistered drones occurring
after the May deadline. The 1,000 young
leaders program will conclude its first phase,
likely leading to the announcement of new
state-aligned community projects across the
58 provinces.
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Long Term (1-5 Years): The criminalization
of colonialism bill could lead to a permanent
restructuring of Franco-Algerian diplomatic
protocols, possibly influencing educational
curricula and international court filings. The
integration of women into high-tech military
roles will likely modernize the ANP's image,
making it a more attractive career path for
the country's educated youth, potentially
shifting the internal power dynamics of the
military elite.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The criminalization of colonialism bill may
necessitate a review of bilateral treaties
and "memory-based" diplomatic initiatives
with Algeria.

* The drone registration mandate highlights
Algeria's interest in regional UAS security
standards, providing an opening for
technical cooperation on border security
technology.

* The state's promotion of Maliki-Sufi Islam
provides a potential framework for counter-
extremism partnerships with Algiers.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Companies using drone technology for
industrial or agricultural purposes in
Algeria must ensure immediate compliance
with the MDN’s April 30 deadline to avoid
asset seizure.

* The youth leadership program suggests
future investment opportunities in
vocational training and "field-based" social
entrepreneurship sanctioned by the state.

* The focus on Tlemcen's heritage and
infrastructure (caves, palaces) indicates
potential state-backed tourism and cultural

development projects that may seek private
partnerships.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

Gemini 3 to deeply examine

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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