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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS REEL

AS OPERATION EPIC FURY TARGETS

IRANIAN INFRASTRUCTURE

AMIDST A CONTENTIOUS

LEADERSHIP SUCCESSION IN

TEHRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a critical escalation in

the US-Israeli conflict with Iran, now entering

its second week. The war, dubbed "Operation

Epic  Fury,"  has  shifted  from  the  targeted

assassination  of  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei  to  broad  strikes  against  critical

energy  infrastructure,  including  oil  storage

depots  and refining facilities  in  Tehran.  The

conflict has reached a geopolitical flashpoint

with  the  appointment  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei,

the  late  leader's  son,  as  the  new  Supreme

Leader—a move the Trump administration has

already labeled "unacceptable." The resulting

effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz has

sent global oil prices surging toward $120 a

barrel,  threatening  a  renewal  of  global

inflationary  pressures  and  straining  Western

alliances as  NATO member Turkey and Gulf

states  like  Qatar  and  the  UAE  face  direct

missile fire and airspace violations.

Domestic  Canadian  policy  is  increasingly

reactive  to  this  external  volatility  and  the

trade-war posture of the United States. Prime

Minister  Mark  Carney  is  attempting  to

navigate  a  "rookie"  political  season  by

diversifying trade through a multi-nation Indo-

Pacific  mission,  securing  uranium  and

agricultural  deals  with  India  and  China  to

offset  American  protectionism.

Simultaneously,  Canada  faces  internal

systemic crises: a healthcare system crippled

by  emergency  room  "bed  blocks" and

physician  shortages,  and  a  housing  market

where  one  in  five  renters  in  provinces  like

Quebec struggle to  maintain stable  housing.

The rapid integration of Artificial Intelligence

into  military  "kill  chains"  and  medical

transcription  further  signals  a  shift  toward

automated governance, even as concerns over

environmental  sustainability and  digital

delusions rise.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran Succession and Regime Defiance:

Following  the  assassination  of  Ali

Khamenei, the Iranian Assembly of Experts

has appointed his son, Mojtaba Khamenei,

as  Supreme Leader.  The  selection  signals

continuity of  the hardline regime and has

been met with immediate threats from the

US  and  Israel  to  target  any  new  leader

confirmed by the regime.  Internal  dissent

remains  high,  with  reports  of  Iranians

shouting slogans against the new dictator

from their windows.
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Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Hormuz

Closure: The Iranian Revolutionary Guard

has declared the Strait of Hormuz closed,

threatening  to  set  fire  to  any  vessel

attempting passage. This waterway carries

20% of the world's oil, and the closure has

already  led  to  force  majeure  declarations

by  state  oil  companies  and  a  significant

spike in Brent crude prices.

The  AI  "Kill  Chain"  and  Autonomous

Warfare: The US and Israeli militaries are

reportedly  using AI,  including Anthropic’s

Claude and tools from OpenAI, to compress

the "kill  chain" from days to milliseconds.

This  transition  to  machine-led  targeting

raises  significant  ethical  implications

regarding  human  oversight  in  lethal

decisions.

Canadian Economic Diversification: PM

Mark  Carney  has  concluded  a  10-day

mission  to  India,  Japan,  and  Australia,

securing a $2.6 billion uranium deal with

India. This push for new markets comes as

Canada attempts to reduce its reliance on a

volatile US administration that continues to

use tariffs as policy leverage.

British  Columbia  Permanent  Daylight

Saving  Time: BC  has  announced  it  will

stop  changing  its  clocks  and  remain

permanently  on  Daylight  Saving  Time.

While  aimed  at  providing  more  evening

light,  health  experts  warn  it  could

negatively  impact  circadian  rhythms and

public  health,  particularly  in  winter

months.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI  and  Technological  Sovereignty The

emergence  of  "Agentic  AI" represents  a

paradigm  shift  where  autonomous  agents

perform  proactive  tasks  on  the  web,

potentially  ending  the  era  of  traditional

search.  However,  governance lags behind as

these  systems  "hallucinate" or  provide  false

information,  such  as  the  Grock  chatbot

claiming  real  footage  of  Tehran  fires  was

manipulated 2017 footage from Los Angeles.

Furthermore,  the  environmental  thirst of  AI

data  centers  is  becoming  a  flashpoint  for

municipal  governance,  with  facilities  in

Canada projected to consume billions of liters

of water for cooling.

Energy and Economic Security The Iranian

conflict  has  exposed  the  fragility  of  global

supply chains. With Saudi Arabia’s Ras Tanura

refinery shut  down  and  Qatari  LNG

production  stalled,  the  world  is  looking  to

Canada to fill the void. However, experts note

that  without  major  new  infrastructure like

pipelines and railways to tidewater, Canada’s

ability to export significant additional capacity

is limited to less than 1% of global production.

Succession  and  Stability The  arrest  of

Prince  Andrew in  the  United  Kingdom  has

prompted PM Carney to suggest his removal

from  the  line  of  succession,  reflecting  a

growing  Canadian  distance  from  the

traditional  monarchy.  This  domestic

conversation  on  stability  mirrors  the  high-

stakes leadership transition in Iran, where the

lack of a public profile for the new Supreme

Leader  creates  a  dangerous  intelligence

vacuum.

State  Capacity  and  Public  Health The

Canadian healthcare system is facing a crisis

of  capacity.  "Bed  blocks"  caused  by  seniors

occupying acute care beds while waiting for

nursing home spots have led to wait times of

up  to  36  hours  in  major  ERs.  In  response,

municipalities  like  Colwood,  BC,  are

bypassing provincial  authority  to  hire  family

doctors  as  direct  city  employees,  offering

salaries and pensions to secure local access to

care.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy  debates  today  centered  on  housing

affordability,  the  regulation  of  retail

competition,  and  the  legal  framework  for

international  citizenship.  Governments  are

being  pressured  to  move  beyond  market-

based  solutions  toward  more  non-profit  and

cooperative models  to  address  the  housing

crisis.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Bill  C-3  (Lost  Canadians  Act): New

legislation  allowing  descendants  of

Canadian citizens, regardless of how many

generations  removed,  to  apply  for

citizenship,  leading  to  a  surge  in  records

requests in Montreal.

Quebec  Bill  2: A  controversial  law  that

would have linked doctors' pay to collective

performance  targets;  currently  suspended

by  the  Quebec  government  following

threats of clinic closures.

Manitoba Property Control Legislation:

Provincial action taken to stop grocers from

using  "property  controls"  to  restrict

competitors from  opening  in  the  same

shopping plazas.

Bill  C-14: Federal  legislation  aimed  at

providing  tougher  sentences  and  more

resources  for  the  RCMP  to  fight

transnational  repression and  money

laundering.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

US Secretary of War Daily Briefing: Pete

Hegseth focused on the decisive nature of

US military gains in Iran while remaining

vague on the specific intelligence justifying

the current operation.

Marco  Rubio  Press  Conference: The

Secretary of  State defended the war as a

necessary preemptive strike to protect US

forces  from  an  imminent  Israeli-provoked

counter-attack.

House of Commons Emergency Debate:

MPs  held  an  evening  debate  on  the

hostilities  in  Iran and  their  impact  on

Canadians, though PM Carney notably did

not participate.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Personalization  of  Geopolitics A

disturbing trend is the transition of personal

vendettas into national policy. Reports suggest

the  US  strikes  were  partially  colored  by

Iranian  plots to  assassinate  Donald  Trump

during his  2024 campaign.  Trump’s  rhetoric

—"I got him before he got me"—referring to

the assassination of Khamenei, suggests that

"Operation  Epic  Fury"  may  have  a  personal

dimension that  complicates  traditional

diplomatic off-ramps.

The Atrophy of the "Human in the Loop"

As  AI  shrinks  the  military  kill  chain  to

milliseconds,  the role  of  human judgment  is

being marginalized. This trend is mirrored in

the private sector with AI job interviewers and

in  healthcare  with  AI  medical  transcription.

While these tools  promise efficiency,  the "AI

psychosis"  observed  in  some  users  and  the

hallucination  of  legal  cases by  AI  suggest  a

growing risk of systemic errors that humans

may no longer be equipped to catch in real-

time.

Energy  Sovereignty  vs.  Environmental

Reality Canada  is  positioning  itself  as  a

reliable energy alternative to the Middle East,

yet its internal infrastructure is insufficient to

meet global demand. Simultaneously, the very
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technology  intended  to  drive  the  future

economy—AI—is  placing  an  unprecedented

strain on local water resources. This creates a

policy  paradox:  the  pursuit  of  technological

supremacy may undermine the basic resource

security (water) required for urban stability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect gas prices

in Canada to potentially reach $1.80-$1.85 per

liter as the Hormuz closure remains in effect.

The  Canadian  government  will  likely  face

intense  pressure  to  accelerate  repatriation

flights for the 5,000+ citizens in the Middle

East.  Increased  cyber-attacks  and

disinformation  campaigns  from  Iranian-

aligned  groups  are  probable  following  the

Grock AI disinformation failure.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The April  13

by-elections  in  Terrebonne  and  Toronto will

serve  as  a  referendum  on  PM  Carney’s

"rookie"  handling  of  the  Iran  crisis  and  the

domestic cost-of-living squeeze. If the Liberals

win, it could secure a majority government; if

they  lose,  the  government’s  stability  will  be

precarious.  Ongoing  strikes  against  Iranian

nuclear sites will likely prevent any diplomatic

settlement in the near term.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in

Canadian  healthcare  is  likely  as  more

municipalities  adopt  the  Colwood  model of

direct  physician  employment,  potentially

leading to a fragmented,  two-tier  healthcare

landscape. Alliances will  continue to shift as

Canada pivots to the Indo-Pacific, with India

becoming  a  primary  strategic  and  energy

partner,  potentially  at  the cost  of  traditional

security  concerns  regarding  transnational

repression.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For  International  Policy: Diplomatic

efforts must prioritize the de-escalation of

the  Hormuz  closure to  prevent  a  global

recession. Canada should leverage its new

uranium and agricultural ties with India to

form a middle-power bloc that can advocate

for the rule of international law amidst US-

Iranian volatility.

For  Private  Sector/Investors: Supply

chain  managers  should  prepare  for

prolonged  logistics  delays and  higher

shipping  costs  due  to  the  oil  spike.

Investors should monitor data center water

regulations in  Canada,  as  community

backlash and municipal scarcity could lead

to  the  cancellation  of  major  tech

infrastructure projects.

For  Security  and  Technology:

Organizations  must  implement  strict

verification  protocols for  AI-generated

information,  as  the  current  conflict

demonstrates  how chatbots  can  be  easily

manipulated to  spread  wartime

disinformation. Military and civilian leaders

must redefine the "human in the loop" to

prevent  autonomous  systems  from

triggering unintended escalations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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