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THE ASCENSION OF MOJTABA
KHAMENEI AS IRAN’S SUPREME
LEADER AMID A WIDENING MIDDLE
EAST WAR HAS TRIGGERED GLOBAL
ENERGY VOLATILITY AND
PROVIDED A STRATEGIC FINANCIAL
WINDFALL FOR THE KREMLIN,
WHILE RUSSIA INTENSIFIES
DOMESTIC BIOPOLITICAL
SURVEILLANCE AND IDEOLOGICAL
SUPPRESSION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the shift toward a multipolar conflict,
centered on the violent leadership transition
in Iran and its immediate impact on global
energy markets. The confirmation of Mojtaba
Khamenei as the third Supreme Leader,
following the death of his father Ali Khamenei,
signals a triumph for radical factions and the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
This transition occurs under the duress of a
sustained U.S.-Israeli military operation that
has targeted Iranian energy infrastructure,
leading to the first "oil rain" over Tehran and
a 37% surge in Brent crude prices to $120 per
barrel. For the Kremlin, this conflict serves as

a double strategic victory: it diverts Western
military resources and political attention from
the Ukrainian front while simultaneously
inflating Russian o0il revenues far beyond
budget projections, effectively neutralizing
the impact of Western price caps.

Domestically, the Russian state is pivoting
toward an aggressive "biopolitical" model of
governance to sustain its long-term war
footing. The launch of a centralized federal
registry for pregnant women on March 1,
2026, represents an unprecedented intrusion
into reproductive privacy, aimed at managing
a demographic crisis exacerbated by four
years of heavy combat losses. Concurrently,
the judiciary is handing down draconian
sentences to youth activists, such as the 13-
year term requested for Anna Arkhipova of
the "Vesna" movement, signaling that the
regime views internal dissent as a high-stakes
security threat. Meanwhile, in Ukraine, the
government is grappling with a diplomatic
and financial rift with Hungary while
achieving a landmark legal precedent for
LGBT rights through a Supreme Court ruling
that effectively recognizes same-sex unions.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Iranian
Escalation

Succession and Regional
o Mojtaba Khamenei has been confirmed
as Supreme Leader, a move seen as a
victory for the IRGC and radical
hardliners  despite the traditional
prohibition against hereditary rule in the

Islamic Republic.

U.S. and Israeli air strikes have severely
damaged Iranian refineries and fuel
depots, leading to acute fuel shortages
and toxic fallout in
Tehran.

environmental

The U.S. administration and Israel have
explicitly designated the new Iranian
leader as a potential military target,
refusing to grant preemptive diplomatic

* Global Energy Market Volatility

o Brent crude oil peaked near $120 per
barrel before stabilizing around $110,
the highest levels since June 2022,
driven by fears of an Hormuz Strait
blockade.

o The U.S. Treasury has
temporary 30-day waiver allowing India
to purchase sanctioned Russian oil
currently "stuck" at sea to prevent a
global supply collapse.

o G7 finance ministers are holding
emergency sessions to discuss releasing
strategic oil reserves as U.S. gasoline

prices surpass $5 per gallon.

issued a

e Russian Domestic

"Biopolitics" and

Control

o]

o

Russia has implemented a mandatory
federal registry of pregnant women,
tracking every pregnancy from
conception to its medical outcome—birth

or abortion—linked to personal identity
numbers.

Prosecutors have requested a 13-year
prison sentence for Anna Arkhipova, the
lead defendant in the "Vesna" youth
movement case, for ‘“rehabilitating
nazism" and "spreading fakes" about the
army.

The state is increasingly using "historical
reconstruction" as a tool for patriotic
indoctrination, co-opting hobbyist groups

to leqitimi litarism.

* Ukraine-Hungary Diplomatic Crisis

o]

]

Hungarian special forces seized $80
million and 9kg of gold from Ukrainian
state bank couriers on a highway near

Budapest, sparking threats of legal
action.

Ukraine's Supreme Court has rejected a
challenge to the legitimacy of same-sex
families, effectively creating a legal path

for same-sex marri nition.

* Technological Frontiers in Warfare and
Medicine

[e]

]

Ukraine has deployed specialized drone-
interceptor units to Jordan to assist the
U.S. in defending military bases against
Iranian-made loitering munitions.

Advances in brain-computer interfaces
(BCI) continue with the first Neuralink
volunteer and research into
vercoming the bl

new

-brain barrier.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Succession & Stability The transition to
Mojtaba Khamenei is viewed as a "security-
first" appointment. The IRGC allegedly
pressured the Council of Experts to finalize
the appointment after Israeli attempts to
assassinate council members. This signals a
move away from theological legitimacy
toward a military-bureaucratic dictatorship.

Energy Security Global energy security is
under immediate threat. While the U.S.
claims to have 400 million barrels in
reserve, the high cost of insurance for
tankers in the Persian Gulf—up to $4
million per transit—is effectively throttling
supply despite the lack of a formal
blockade.

Domestic Stability & Social Order In
Russia, the state is treating the
demographic decline as a national security
emergency. Experts warn that the new
pregnancy registry will lead to increased
state pressure on women to carry
pregnancies to term to provide "

soldiers" for future military needs.

Rule of Law Russian "Lawfare" is
intensifying. The trial of the "Vesna"
movement illustrates the use of multiple
criminal articles (up to seven in one case)
to ensure prolonged incapacitation of
dissent. In Ukraine, the Supreme Court is
using the law to align the country more

closely with European human rights
standards.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics Russia is
reportedly providing Iran with satellite
intelligence on U.S. ship and aircraft
movements to facilitate precision Iranian
strikes. This quid-pro-quo for Iranian drone
technology marks the consolidation of a
formal "Axis of Resistance" that includes
North Korea.

new

* Diplomatic Engagement A significant rift
has emerged between Ukraine and
Hungary. Budapest is accused of "daylight
robbery" after seizing state funds, a move
likely tied to internal  Hungarian

parliamentary election dynamics and pro-
Russian sentiment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on March 9 reflects a
global shift toward emergency economic
measures and tightening social controls. In
Russia, the focus is on natalist policies and
the codification of military compensation. In
the U.S. and G7, the focus is on emergency
energy market intervention.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Russian Government Decree on
Pregnancy Registry: Mandates a
centralized federal database of all pregnant
women to track medical data and outcomes
of pregnancies.

* Russian "Black Widow" Legislation
(LDPR Proposal): Two bills in the Duma
aimed at protecting military payments from
divorce settlements and criminalizing sham
marriages.

* U.S. Strategic Reserve Release: Under
discussion by G7 and U.S. Energy
Department to stabilize global oil prices.

* Ukraine Supreme Court Marriage
Ruling: A definitive legal precedent
recognizing the right of two men to be

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* NBC News Interview with Abbas
Araqchi: The Iranian Foreign Minister
defended military cooperation with Russia
as "][]Ct a SE:]:Et".
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* Donald Trump Press Statement: Labeled
the spike in oil prices a "very small price"
for long-term regional security.

* Russian MoD Secret Briefing: Reports
indicate the military has further classified
all casualty statistics from the Ukraine war.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Demographics

Russia has transitioned from incentivizing
birth to actively monitoring it. The creation of
the pregnancy registry, as described by
experts, marks the end of medical secrecy in
reproductive health. By linking SILS numbers
and pregnancy outcomes to a central
database supervised by the FSB and
Roskomnadzor, the state is effectively treating
women's bodies as national strategic assets.
This trend suggests that as the war in Ukraine
enters its fifth year, the Kremlin is looking
toward a multi-decade "forever war" that
requires a managed birth rate to sustain its

litarized .
The "Windfall of Chaos"

The Middle East conflict has created a
paradoxical "gift" for Vladimir Putin. Every
U.S. missile fired at an Iranian refinery
increases the value of a Russian barrel. With
oil at $120, Russia's budget—calculated at a
$60/barrel average—is seeing an influx of
"petrodollars" that will be used to purchase
more currency for the National Wealth Fund.
This creates a self-sustaining cycle where
regional instability in the Middle East directly
funds the continuation of the war in Ukraine.

The Erosion of International Law

A significant narrative theme today is the
public dismissal of international law by major

powers. Russian officials have cited
statements by U.S. leaders—who claimed they
are limited only by their "own morality" rather
than international law—as empirical
justification for Kremlin policy. This trend
toward "might makes right" is destroying the
post-WWII security architecture, a reality
highlighted by the ongoing strikes in Iran and
the legal battles between Ukraine and

Hungary.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Oil prices are
likely to remain above $100 as long as the
status of the Hormuz Strait remains
uncertain. In Russia, expect the first high-
profile '"reproductive audits" as the
pregnancy registry is integrated with social
benefit systems. In Iran, the new leadership
under Mojtaba Khamenei will likely
authorize a "demonstration of force" strike

to prove his legitimacy to the IRGC.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
election cycle will exert downward
pressure on oil prices, possibly forcing a
more aggressive use of strategic reserves.
Russia’s "Vesna" trial and similar cases will
conclude with maximum  sentences,
effectively ending organized youth dissent.
Ukraine's relations with Hungary may
reach a breaking point, potentially leading
to a suspension of transit for Russian oil via
the Druzhba pipeline.

*Long Term (1-5 Years): Iran will
transition fully into a military-led state
under the Khamenei dynasty, deepening its
role as the primary "disruptor" in the
Middle East on behalf of the Russia-China
bloc. Russia's demographic policies will
likely evolve into more coercive measures,
potentially restricting abortion access
further to meet military quotas.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

e The West must decouple the Middle East
energy shock from Russian sanctions. The
current 30-day waivers for Russian oil risk

* Intelligence agencies should monitor the

role of Al-Mustafa University in Georgia as
a suspected hub for IRGC recruitment.

e Support for Ukraine’s "interceptor" teams
in the Middle East provides a rare
opportunity to gather live data on Iranian
electronic warfare.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Energy Sector: Hedging against a $150/
barrel scenario is advised as long as
Iranian refineries remain active targets.

* Digital Privacy: Companies operating in
Russia must prepare for mandatory data
integration with federal biometric and

pregnancy databases.

* Logistics: Trans-Eurasian rail and road
freight through Russia-China borders
remains congested and high-risk due to
"shadow" f n VID-era logic still
being applied by local authorities.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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