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GLOBAL INSTABILITY INTENSIFIES
AS IRAN APPOINTS A HARDLINE
SUCCESSOR AMIDST AN
ESCALATING MIDDLE EASTERN
WAR, TRIGGERING A SURGE IN
ENERGY PRICES AND TESTING
WESTERN ALLIANCE COHESION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on March 9, 2026,
is dominated by the rapid escalation of the
conflict in Iran, which has now entered its
second week. The Iranian Assembly of Experts
has formally appointed Moj Khamenei as
the third Supreme Leader, succeeding his
father, Ali Khamenei, who was killed in the
opening salvos of the U.S.-Israeli campaign.
This appointment signals a "doubling down"
by the Iranian regime, as the 56-year-old
cleric maintains deep ties to the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and is
viewed as a hardliner unlikely to pursue
diplomatic de-escalation. The war, dubbed
"Epic Fury" by some observers, has
transitioned from targeting nuclear and
military sites to striking critical oil
infrastructure, leading to a significant spike in

global crude prices, which briefly touched
$120 per barrel.

Simultaneously, the conflict's ripple effects
are straining international relations and
global markets. The Strait of Hormuz remains
effectively closed, prompting G7 and EU
finance ministers to discuss the release of
emergency oil reserves. In Europe, Germany
faces a profound diplomatic dilemma:
Chancellor  Friedrich Merz’s visit to
Washington highlights a shift away from the
strict "international law" framework of the
Merkel era toward a more pragmatic, power-
based alignment with the Trump
administration. This transition is further
complicated by the use of Ramstein Airbase as
a logistics hub for the war, raising domestic
legal concerns in Germany regarding
complicity in a conflict that many
international experts label as a violation of
international law.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iran’s Leadership Succession and Regime
Resilience

* The Iranian Assembly of Experts appointed
Mojtaba Khamenei as Supreme Leader in a

remote session designed to ensur ri
against Israeli assassination threats.

e The appointment is seen as an act of
defiance against U.S. President Donald
Trump, who had previously declared the
younger Khamenei unacceptable as a

SucCCesSsor.

Despite the "decapitation" of its top
leadership, the Iranian command structure
has proven resilient, implementing a
"mosaic defense" doctrine that allows local
commanders to operate autonomously.
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Global
Fallout

Energy Crisis and Economic

* Qil prices surged to nearly $120 per barrel
on Monday, hitting levels not seen since the

2022 invasion of Ukraine.

* The G7 and EU are actively coordinating to
miti ly disruptions, including the
potential deployment of naval assets to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

* Fuel rationing has begun in countries like
Bangladesh, while consumers in the U.S.

and Europe face rapidly rising pump prices
and associated inflation.

Regional
Warfare

Spillover and Asymmetric

* Iran has launched retaliatory strikes
against Gulf Arab states, specifically

targeting desalination plants and energy
infrastructure in Bahrain and the UAE.

* NATO air defenses in Turkey intercepted a
second ballistic missile fired from Iran,
raising fears that a NATO member could be
drawn directly into the hostilities.

e The humanitarian crisis in Lebanon has
intensified, with 700,000 people displaced
as Israel continues to r Hezbollah

militants in Beirut and the south.

The India Narrative: Economic Giant vs.
Internal "Time Bomb"

* While the Modi government promotes India
as an emerging economic Superpower,
critics warn of a "dangerous myth"
regarding its growth.

* Key structural weaknesses identified
include a failure to provide dignified jobs
for the bulk of the population and a
significant lag in human capital compared
to China.

* The "demographic dividend" is described as
a potential "time bomb" if the economy

cannot generate real employment beyond
unpaid family labor.

Turkey’s Internal Political Crackdown

* The mass trial of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem
Imamoglu and 400 other defendants began,
with accusations of corruption and
organized crime.

* Opposition supporters and international
observers characterize the trial as a

politically motivated effort by President

Erdogan to sideline his most formidable
rival.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability

* The swift transition to Mojtaba Khamenei
aims to prevent a collapse of control within
Iran's horizontal power structures.

* Analysts note that while the Supreme
Leader is the ultimate decision-maker, he
must manage a "multipolar oligarchy"
including the influential IRGC.

International Relations & Foreign Policy

* U.S. policy appears driven by a desire for
total regime change or the "breaking" of
the Iranian state, a departure from
previous containment strategies.

* Germany is navigating a "dilemma"
between adhering to international law and
maintaining a strategic alliance with an
increasingly erratic U.S. administration.

e The Trump administration's proposed
"Board of Peace" is being framed as an
alternative to the UN, signaling a potential
withdrawal from established multilateral

institutions.
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Critical Infrastructure & Resource

Security

* The targeting of desalination plants
represents a "red line" in modern warfare,
as Gulf states rely on them for up to 90% of
their water.

* Cyberattacks and drone strikes have hit
Amazon data centers in the UAE and
Bahrain, highlighting the wvulnerability of
the region's digital and service-based
sectors.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare)

* In Turkey, the revocation of Imamoglu’s
university diploma is being used as a legal
mechanism to render him ineligible for the
presidency.

eIn the U.S., President Trump has

threatened a $15 billion libel lawsuit
against the New York Times, reflecting a
broader trend of using the judiciary to
pressure critical media.

Terrorism & National Security

* German security services have increased
protection for sensitive locations like
synagogues and consulates, fearing
Iranian-backed hybrid warfare or "self-
radicalized" lone-wolf attacks.

* Experts warn that Iran may use organized
crime networks in Europe to conduct

plausibly deniable terror operations against

soft targets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The policy environment is currently
characterized by emergency executive actions
and a breakdown of traditional international
legal norms. The U.S. administration is

bypassing congressional oversight for military

operations, while European leaders are forced
to redefine their domestic legal obligations to
accommodate the war effort. Discussions at
the G7 level are focusing on the logistics of
managed resource releases rather than new
legislative frameworks.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Merz-Trump Oval Office Meeting: A
high-stakes Trump
pressured Germany to increase defense
spending to 3.5% of GDP and threatened to
"cut off trade" with Spain for non-
compliance.

encounter where

* G7 Finance Ministers Summit:
Scheduled for Monday afternoon to discuss
dipping into emergency oil stockpiles to
stabilize markets.

* Iranian Foreign Ministry Briefing:
Spokesperson Ismael Bagai characterized
the U.S.-Israeli campaign as an "act of
aggression" and asserted Iran's right to
self-determination in its leadership choice.

* Imamoglu Mass Trial: Opening of the
case against the Istanbul Mayor, viewed by
the Turkish Ministry of Justice as routine

anti-corruption work.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Erosion of the Rules-Based Order

A central theme of the day's reporting is the
open abandonment of international law as the
primary arbiter of global disputes. The U.S.
and Israel have dismissed questions about the
legality of their operation, citing "imminent
danger." This trend is mirrored in Europe,
where German Chancellor Merz notably

declined to lecture his partners on

international legality, signaling a historic shift
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in German statecraft toward "realpolitik" and
power-based dynamics. The emergence of the
"Board of Peace" as a potential UN rival
suggests a fragmented world order where
collective security is replaced by transactional
alliances.

The New Face of Conflict: Hybrid and
Asymmetric Warfare

The Iran war is showcasing a evolution in

military doctrine. Iran's use of cheap suicide
drones to deplete expensive Western

interceptor stockpiles is a clear strategic
trend. Furthermore, the war has moved into
"new generation" territory, where the lines
between military and civilian infrastructure
(water, data centers, oil depots) are blurred.
Ukraine’s offer to share anti-drone expertise
with the West indicates that the lessons of the
Russo-Ukrainian war are now being applied to
the Middle Eastern theater, creating a
globalized exchange of battlefield know-how.

The Fragility of the "India Rise" Narrative

While mainstream business sentiment remains
optimistic about India, a counter-narrative of
structural "brokenness" is emerging. The
discrepancy between DP rowth n

employment suggests that wealth is being
concentrated in the top 1% while the masses
remain in status
comparable to sub-Saharan Africa. The
extreme internal inequality and a education
system that is 90% privatized and failing to
produce a functionally literate workforce for
the global economy pose a long-term threat to
India's superpower ambitions.

"low middle-income"

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
volatility in energy markets as Israel targets
additional IRGC-linked industrial facilities.

The threat of Iranian terror attacks in Europe
remains "high but unconcrete," likely leading
to further security heightening at soft targets.
In Turkey, the Imamoglu trial will likely spark
localized protests, though the state's control
over the judiciary suggests a conviction is
probable.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S. mid-
term elections will significantly influence the
war's timeline. If gas prices remain above
$100/bbl, Trump may face a backlash from his
base, potentially forcing a shift from "total
regime change" to a "declare victory and
leave" strategy. The G7's release of oil
reserves may temporarily cool prices, but the
long-term closure of the Strait of Hormuz
could cause systemic economic shifts toward
alternative energy and regional supply chains.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "breaking" of
the Iranian state could lead to a protracted
war of attrition or the rise of a new
authoritarian military junta, as democracy is
viewed as an unlikely outcome of external
intervention. India's demographic "time
bomb" will either be defused through massive
public goods investment or explode into social
unrest. The international system will likely
continue its bifurcation into rival blocs
centered around the U.S./Israel and a China/
Russia/Iran "axis of aggressors."

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Redefine Security Architectures:
European nations must rapidly develop
independent defense capabilities, as the
U.S. focus shifts toward unilateral action
and unconventional alliances.
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* Protect Humanitarian Commons:
Establishing international protections for
desalination and water infrastructure is
critical to prevent mass civilian casualties
in future regional conflicts.

* Address Global Hunger: The collapse of
foreign aid models for countries like
Nigeria requires a shift toward supporting
domestic agricultural resilience and digital
identity systems to prevent massive food
insecurity.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies
relying on Asian manufacturing must
account for the persistent risk to the
Persian Gulf transit route and the fragility
of "Just-in-Time" delivery in an era of
asymmetric war.

* Cybersecurity Resilience: Service
providers must fortify regional data
centers, as they have become legitimate
targets for collateral or direct drone strikes
in modern state conflicts.

* India Investment Caution: While the
"China Plus One" strategy favors India,
investors should scrutinize human capital
data and internal social stability indicators
rather than relying solely on top-line GDP
narratives.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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