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IRAN’'S TRANSFORMATIVE PIVOT:
MOJTABA KHAMENEI'S SUCCESSION
& THE REGIONAL “RAMADAN WAR”

Consolidating Power Amid Escalating Conflict and Global Energy Paralysis - March 9, 2026
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: A NATION IN TRANSITION & CONFLICT

Succession: Following the martyrdom of War: “Operation True Promise 4" launches
A(atollah Ali Khamenei, Mojtaba Khameneiis /8 waves of missile/drone strikes by Iran &
elected 3rd Supreme Leader by the Assembly groxies against U.S. & Israeli assets. Major
of Experts. Unprecedented hereditary move ases (Al-Udeid, Al-Dhafra) hit. Strait of

for stability. Framed as a "blessed” event. 4 " Hormuz closed.
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L Decisive Vote: Assembly Operation True Promise 4:
bypasses temporary councils Heavy missile & drone
to avoid wartime vacuum. attacks. Hezbollah conducts
Mojtaba presented as 18+ daily operations.
Moite" (warrior-scholar) U.S. drones intercepted.
with frontline experience.

Formal Allegiance: Political
& military high command
issue statements.

Transition framed as a “slap”
to Western influence.

B
surpasses $120/barrel,
trajectory to $200. Hormuz
closed, tanker traffic halted.
Dubai real estate drops 15%.
Global inflation warning.

System Test: Succession presented Bloc Politics Hardening:

as constitutional. Mojtaba’s Russia & China recognize new

“simplicity” emphasized to deflect N < leadership, criticize U.S. "Axis

nepotism. Wartime used to bind 7 of Resistance” (Hezbollah,

national survival to religious duty. Houthis, Kata'ib Hezbollah)
pledge unwavering allegiance.

Social Order: Nights of Destiny 1

coincidence used for mobilization. Global Decoupling: Western
State claims “resurrection” of social markets reel from oil shocks.
capital, despite reports of domestic Iran positioning as hub of
tension and attacks. Resistance Economy”.

Wartime Protocols: Emergency decrees Civilian & Logistics

& electronic remote-work mandates. Damage: U.S./Israeli strikes
Judiciary issues 800+ remote verdicts. 1 LA hit civilian targets (schools,
Article 111 & 107 activated for succession. ‘s S residential) and logistics
Tehran Prosecutor files war crimes . \ ZarH'an-Qazvin bridge,
charges against Trump & Netanyahu. S B Azadi center).

WEAPONIZATION OF MARTYRDOM “"AGGRESSIVE DEFENSE" SHIFT GLOBAL ECONOMIC DECOUPLING
Merging mourning with “joy” of new leader. Operations are “preventative” strikes to expel Conflict accelerates global split. Iran
Slogan “Khamenei became young again”. U.S. High rate of fire, “Total War" a,:proach urges “war as cala}yst" for independence
Framing Mojtaba as wartime spiritual commander. targeting economic & industrial hubs. from Western financial systems.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS
FORESIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

Short Term Medium Term Long Term For International Policy:
+ Recognize long war of attrition.
(1-4 Weeks) (1-6 Months) (1-5 Years) Q . Engage “Mojtaba Era” power brokers.

Surge in air warfare.  Ceasefire pressure  “Monarchical” stability. + Secure alternative fertilizer/food supply routes.

Mojtaba inaugural new security architecture. Iran may emerge as

2 merge as + Dubai/UAE no longer “safe havens". Prepare for severe
address. Internal security “cleanup”. global power if it survives.

supply chain disruptions & price hikes (300-400%).

Hormuz remains reaches fever pitch. Potential long-term For Private Sector:
closed. 0il $150+.  China/Russia propose legitimacy challenges. + Hedge for extreme energ; volalili!x ($120+ floor).
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IRAN SOLIDIFIES SUCCESSION OF
MOJTABA KHAMENEI AMID
REGIONAL WAR AND GLOBAL
ENERGY PARALYSIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a transformative pivot
in the Islamic Republic’s history,
characterized by the rapid consolidation of
power following the martyrdom of the second
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The
Assembly of Experts has officially elected
Ayatollah Seyved Mojtaba Khamenei as the
third Supreme Leader, an unprecedented
hereditary succession designed to project
stability amidst an escalating regional conflict
dubbed the "Ramadan War." State media is
aggressively marketing this transition as a
"blessed" event that ensures continuity in
Iran’s "Resistance" ideology, with mass rallies
in Tehran’s Engelab Square organized to

demonstrate public allegiance (Bey’at) to the

new leader.

Simultaneously, the military situation has
devolved into a high-intensity regional
conflict. Under the banner of "Operation True
Promise 4," Iran and its regional proxies have
launched waves of missile and drone strikes

against U.S. and Israeli assets. Major U.S.
bases in the Persian Gulf, including Al-Udeid
and Al-Dhafra, have reportedly sustained
direct hits, while Hezbollah and Iraqi
resistance groups have synchronized their
operations to stretch U.S.-Israeli air defenses.
The strategic closure of the Strait of Hormuz
has triggered an economic earthquake, with
Brent crude surpassing $120 per barrel,
sparking warnings of a 40% spike in global
inflation and the imminent collapse of
international supply chains.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Accession of Mojtaba Khamenei
o The Assembly of Experts utilized a
"decisive and smart" vote to appoint
Mojtaba Khamenei, bypassing temporary
governing councils to avoid a leadership
vacuum during wartime.

o The new leader is presented as a "Moite"
(warrior-scholar) with extensive frontline
experience in the Iran-Iraq War and 20
years of experience teaching high-level
jurisprudence (Dars-e Kharej) in Qom.

o Major political figures, including
President Pezeshkian and Speaker
Qalibaf, along with the military high

formal

command, have issued

men f allegian
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* Operation True Promise 4 and Regional
Conflict
o The IRGC and Army have launched
heavy missiles, including the
Khorramshahr-4 and Khaybar Shekan,
targeting Tel Aviv, Haifa, and the U.S.
5th Fleet.

°c U.S. MQ-9 drones were reportedly
intercepted and destroyed over Tehran
and Bushehr provincial airspace.

o Hezbollah has conducted over 18
operations in a single day, targeting
cyber-warfare centers and satellite

communication hubs deep within Israel.

* Global Economic and Energy Crisis
o Qil prices have spiked by 30% in a single
night; analysts predict a trajectory
toward $200 per barrel if the conflict

continues.

o

The Strait of Hormuz is under complete
Iranian control, with tanker traffic halted
and major producers like Iraq, Qatar,
and Kuwait suspending or reducing
output.

o Dubai’s real estate market has entered a
"free fall," dropping 15% in five days as
international flights are canceled across
the region.

* Infrastructure and Civilian Casualties
o U.S. and Israeli strikes have targeted
Iranian civilian infrastructure, including

a residential complex in East Tehran and

a girls' school in Minab.

o Strategic logistics targets, such as the
Zanjan-Qazvin  bridge and  sports
facilities like the Azadi national tennis
center, have sustained significant
damage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
elevation of Mojtaba Khamenei represents a
critical test of the "Velayat-e Fagih" system’s
resilience. State media emphasizes that the
succession was technically sound, with the
Assembly of Experts conducting rigorous
vetting for eight to nine days despite wartime
conditions. The narrative focuses on
Mojtaba’s "simplicity" and "courage,"”
specifically his decision to serve as a standard
soldier during the Iran-Irag war to deflect
accusations of nepotism. This transition is
framed as a "slap in the face" to U.S.
President Trump, who had reportedly
expressed a desire to influence the leadership
choice.

Energy Security Iran is weaponizing its
geographical advantage over the Strait of
Hormuz to offset military pressure. The total
suspension of LNG exports from Qatar and the
closure of major Saudi refineries are
described as direct consequences of the war.
Iranian officials warn that the global economy
is in a "shattering" state, with the IMF
warning of catastrophic inflation if energy
prices are not stabilized. The regime is using
this economic leverage as its primary
deterrent against a full-scale U.S. ground
invasion.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The crisis has
forced a hardening of bloc politics. Russia’s
Vladimir Putin was the first world leader to
congratulate Mojtaba Khamenei, reaffirming
Russia as a "reliable partner" during the "U.S.
aggression." China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
has criticized the U.S. for following the "law of
the jungle" and called for an immediate
ceasefire, while notably recognizing the
legitimacy of the new leadership. Meanwhile,
the "Axis of Resistance" (Houthis, Hezbollah,
Kata'ib Hezbollah) has synchronized its
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military and political rhetoric, pledging
unwavering allegiance to the third Leader.

Domestic Stability & Social Order The
coincidence of the leadership announcement
with the Nights of Destiny (holy religious
period) is being used to bind national survival
to religious duty. While there are reports of
terrorist attacks on government offices (e.g.,
Isfahan’s Governorate), the state claims the
war has created a '"resurrection" of social
capital. However, the mention of
"psychological operations" and the need for
citizens to manage r n nxi
suggests significant wunderlying domestic
tension.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance during the transition has been
characterized by emergency executive
decrees and the rapid activation of wartime
legal protocols. The primary focus has been
on maintaining the "Rule of Law" via the
Assembly of Experts and ensuring the
functioning of judicial and administrative

bodies under electronic remote-work

mandates.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Article 111 & 107 (Constitutional
Implementation): The Assembly of
Experts finalized the
process for appointing the new leader
after a decade-long vetting process by
the "Commission of Three" was activated
by the sudden martyrdom of the 2nd
Leader.

Article 113 of the 7th Development
Plan: The Judiciary reported using this
law to issue over 800 verdicts remotely
to prevent a backlog in the
Administrative Justice Court during the
bombardment.

constitutional

]

o Maritime Traffic Regulation: Iranian
officials reiterated that all vessels must
follow Hormuz transit rules established
by the Islamic Republic, effectively
asserting sovereignty over the
international waterway.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Assembly of Experts Press Release:
Detailed the "high-pressure" sessions
held in Qom after the
headquarters was bombed by Israeli
forces.

Tehran

o Judiciary Legal Filing: The Tehran
Prosecutor has officially filed charges

against Donald Trump and Benjamin
Netanyahu for war crimes, specifically

the targeting of schools and hospitals.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Martyrdom and
Succession The state narrative has
successfully merged the mourning for the
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"martyred" second leader with the "joy" of
Mojtaba’s youth and vitality—popularizing the
slogan " reveal Himself; Khamenei
became young again." This psychological
maneuver is intended to prevent the
demoralization that usually follows the loss of
a long-standing ideological figurehead. By
framing Mojtaba as the "Hand of God," the
regime is insulating the new leader from
traditional political criticism, elevating him
directly into the role of a wartime spiritual
commander.

Shift from Defensive to "Aggressive
Defense" There is a clear tactical shift in
Iranian military doctrine. Operations are no
longer described as mere retaliations but as
"preventative" strikes aimed at expelling the
U.S. from the region. The frequency of strikes
(Wave 31, 32, and 33 of Operation True
Promise 4) suggests a high rate of fire
intended to deplete Western interceptor
stockpiles. The explicit targeting of economic
hubs like Haifa and the threat to industrial
centers in Tel Aviv indicate a "Total War"
approach intended to make the cost of conflict
unbearable for the Israeli public.

Global Economic Decoupling The conflict is
accelerating a global economic split. While
Western markets reel from oil price shocks
and supply chain disruptions for fertilizers
(urea hitting $1,000/ton), Iran is presenting
itself as the hub of a new "Resistance
Economy." The state is highlighting internal
food security and industrial resilience, urging
citizens to see "war as a catalyst" for final
independence from Western financial systems.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a massive
surge in regional air warfare. Iran has
signaled it will increase drone and missile

volume by 20-100% in upcoming waves. The
Strait of Hormuz will remain effectively
closed, potentially pushing oil toward
historical  highs ($150+4). Domestically,
Mojtaba Khamenei will likely make a formal
"inaugural" address to the military to
consolidate his role as Commander-in-Chief.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): International
pressure for a ceasefire will reach a fever
pitch as the "inflationary shock" destabilizes
Western governments. China and Russia will
likely propose a new security architecture for
the Persian Gulf that excludes U.S. forces.
Within Iran, the new leader will likely oversee
a "cleanup" of the security apparatus to
ensure absolute loyalty during the delicate
transition period.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The hereditary
nature of this succession may create long-
term legitimacy challenges for the Republic,
but in the near term, it provides a
"monarchical" stability that the clerical
system had previously lacked. If Iran survives
this war, it will emerge as a "gl

having demonstrated the ability to paralyze
the global economy and withstand direct
conflict with a superpower.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community must
recognize that the "True Promise 4"
framework is designed for a prolonged war
of attrition; traditional deterrence has
failed.

* Diplomatic engagement must now focus on
the "Mojtaba Era" power brokers, as the
transition is functionally complete despite
the ongoing war.
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* The risk of a global fertilizer and food crisis

is imminent; alternative urea and grain
supply routes must be secured immediately.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Markets: Hedge for extreme
volatility; the $120/barrel floor is likely
permanent as long as Strait of Hormuz
sovereignty is contested.

* Regional Logistics: Dubai and the UAE
are no longer "safe havens" for real estate
or transit; the 15% market crash is likely
just the beginning of a larger capital flight.

* Supply Chains: Manufacturing reliant on
Gulf-produced petrochemicals or minerals
should prepare for ion and
price hikes in the 300-400% range.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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