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THE UNITED STATES ENTERS THE

SECOND WEEK OF DIRECT

CONFLICT WITH IRAN AMID A

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK,

DOMESTIC INFRASTRUCTURE

DEGRADATION, AND ESCALATING

INTERNAL SECURITY THREATS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  9,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point as the United States and Israel enter the

second  week  of  a  direct  military  offensive

against  the  Iranian  regime.  Following  the

targeted  killing  of  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei,  the  Iranian  Assembly  of  Experts

has designated his son, Mojtaba Khamenei, as

the new leader, signaling a continuation of the

hardline  religious  and  military  stance.  This

transition  occurs  as  global  oil  prices  surge

past  $100—and  in  some  markets  $120—per

barrel, a direct consequence of the instability

in  the  Middle  East  and  the  closure  of  the

Strait  of  Hormuz.  The  economic  fallout  is

manifesting domestically as a severe "energy

tax"  on  American  consumers,  with  gasoline

prices  exceeding  $5.00  in  California  and

trending toward a $4.00 national average.

Domestically, the Trump administration faces

a  multifaceted  governance  crisis.  State

capacity is under strain as the Department of

Homeland  Security  (DHS)  remains  partially

unfunded  following  the  expiration  of  its

budget on February 13. This has resulted in

systemic  failures  at  critical  infrastructure

points, specifically major airports where TSA

staffing shortages have pushed security wait

times to  five  hours  in  some  hubs.

Simultaneously,  the  administration  is

leveraging the conflict to press for domestic

legislative priorities,  most  notably  the "Save

America  Act,"  which  requires  proof  of

citizenship  for  voting.  President  Trump  has

signaled a total legislative blockade, refusing

to  sign  any  bills  until  this  act  is  passed,

further deepening the partisan divide as the

nation navigates a wartime economy.

Internal  security  and  social  order  are

increasingly  volatile.  Local  authorities  are

investigating  an  attempted  terrorist  attack

against  New  York  City  Mayor  Shaurn

Mamdani,  allegedly  inspired  by  ISIS  and

linked  to  extremist  anti-Islam  factions

emboldened  by  the  current  conflict.  Social

friction is also evident in the labor sector, as

hundreds  of  teachers  in  Dublin,  California,

launched a strike over wages and class sizes.

This  convergence  of  foreign  war,  economic

volatility,  and  domestic  institutional  decay

suggests a period of  heightened risk for US

social and financial stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Second Week of the US-Iran War 

The  Iranian  regime  confirmed  the

succession  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei as  the

third  Supreme  Leader,  maintaining  the

influence  of  the  Revolutionary  Guard  and

the nuclear program.
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US military  casualties  continue to  mount;

the Pentagon confirmed the death of  Sgt.

Benjamin Pennington following a strike on

Prince  Sultan  Air  Base  in  Saudi  Arabia,

bringing the total to eight fatalities in the

current operation.

Israel continues to intercept Iranian cluster

and ballistic missiles targeting major urban

centers like Tel Aviv and Haifa.

Operation "Epic Fury" remains the primary

operational framework for US forces in the

theater  as  the  offensive  against  Iranian

infrastructure  intensifies  deepening  the

conflict.

Global Energy and Economic Shock 

Global  oil  prices  reached  their  highest

levels in nearly four years, with the Brent

crude  benchmark rising  over  15%  to

approximately $107 per barrel.

Domestic  fuel  prices  have  spiked

significantly, with diesel fuel increasing by

84 cents  in  a  single week,  threatening to

drive  up  the  cost  of  food  and  consumer

goods  due  to  increased  transportation

overhead.

Wall Street reacted with high volatility; the

Dow Jones Industrial  Average opened and

remained in negative territory as investors

grew  pessimistic  about  war-induced

inflation.

Internal  Security  Threats  and  Law

Enforcement Actions 

The  NYPD  and  FBI  are  investigating  a

thwarted bombing at the residence of NYC

Mayor  Shaurn  Mamdani;  the  suspects

reportedly traveled from Pennsylvania and

were inspired by ISIS propaganda.

In Beverly Hills, an armed suspect fired an

AR-15  rifle at  the  property  of  singer

Rihanna; the suspect, Ivana Liset Ortiz, was

arrested and faces a $10 million bail.

US Southern Command reported a kinetic

lethal  strike against  a  narcotics  vessel  in

the Pacific, resulting in six deaths as part of

expanded maritime security operations.

Domestic Institutional Gridlock 

The partial DHS government shutdown has

entered  a  critical  phase;  TSA  agents  are

working  without  pay,  leading  to  mass

absences  and  the  closure  of  security

checkpoints at major airports.

President  Trump has  explicitly  linked  the

passage of proof-of-citizenship voting laws

to  the  resumption  of  normal  government

functions,  utilizing  a  veto  threat  as  a

primary negotiation tool.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Strait  of  Hormuz

Crisis An international mission, announced by

French  President  Emmanuel  Macron,  has

been deployed to open the Strait of Hormuz,

through which 20% of the world's oil passes.

The closure by Iranian forces or the threat of

kinetic action in the waterway has created a

global supply bottleneck that the US and its

allies  are  struggling  to  resolve  through

defensive naval maneuvers.

Succession and Stability in Iran The rapid

appointment of Mojtaba Khamenei suggests a

pre-planned  contingency  for  leadership

following the death of his father. This move is

seen as an attempt to prevent internal regime

collapse or a democratic uprising during the

US-led military campaign, though the US has

already signaled that the new leader may be a

military target if hostilities continue.
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Critical Infrastructure and State Capacity

The failure to fund DHS has moved beyond a

political talking point to a systemic failure of

national  transportation  infrastructure.  The

five-hour  wait  times  at  Houston's  Hobby

Airport and similar delays nationwide indicate

that  the  government’s  ability  to  maintain

basic  civil  services  is  compromised  by  the

ongoing  budget  impasse  and  the

administration’s  prioritization  of  electoral

reform over administrative continuity.

Rule  of  Law  and  Immigration  Policy

Bipartisan  condemnation  followed  the

detention  of  the  Games  Cuéllar  family—

members  of  a  prominent  Mariachi  group—

during a routine ICE appointment. Republican

representatives Monica de la Cruz and local

mayors  have  joined  Democrats  like  Joaquin

Castro in criticizing the administration's cruel

immigration  tactics,  suggesting  that  even

within  the  president's  own party,  there  is  a

growing  fracture  over  the  use  of  resources

against non-threatening, productive residents

while war rages abroad.

Civil Unrest and Social Order International

Women's Day on March 8 served as a catalyst

for  large-scale  protests  against  the  Trump

administration’s  policies.  In  San  Francisco

and San Jose,  marchers specifically targeted

what  they  termed  "cruel  actions"  by  the

federal  government.  Meanwhile,  in  Mexico,

the  "Purple  Tide"  saw  thousands  of  women

march  to  demand  an  end  to  femicides,

highlighting  the  regional  instability  and

dissatisfaction  with  state  protection  of

vulnerable populations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  US  legislative  landscape  is  currently

defined  by  a  total  stalemate,  with  the

executive  branch  effectively  holding  the

budget process hostage to force a major shift

in federal election law. The administration is

using the wartime emergency as leverage to

consolidate its domestic political agenda.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Save America Act: A proposed federal law

that  would require  proof  of  citizenship to

vote in federal elections. President Trump

has vowed to veto all other legislation until

this act is signed into law.

DHS Funding Bill: Currently stalled in the

Senate  due  to  disputes  over  ICE  and

Border  Patrol  policies,  leading  to  the

ongoing partial government shutdown that

began on February 13.

Tax  Deduction  Proposal: Senator  Cory

Booker plans to introduce a bill that would

increase  the  standard  tax  deduction for

couples from $32,000 to $75,000, aimed at

providing relief from war-induced inflation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

NYC  Mayor  Security  Briefing: Mayor

Mamdani and the NYPD detailed the ISIS-

inspired threat against the city’s leadership

and  the  arrest  of  suspects  from

Pennsylvania.

US  Southern  Command  Operational

Update: General Francis Donovan reported

on lethal kinetic operations against narco-

terrorist vessels in the Pacific.

Dublin  Teachers  Strike  Press

Conference: The  Dublin  Teachers

Association explained the decision to strike

at 13 schools after failing to reach a salary

agreement with the district.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_060000_Noticias_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_060000_Noticias_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_140000_Noticias_Telemundo_AHORA
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_140000_Noticias_Telemundo_AHORA
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_193000_Noticias_Telemundo_mediodia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_193000_Noticias_Telemundo_mediodia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_063000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_060000_Noticias_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260309_060000_Noticias_Telemundo_California


DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  Budget The

Trump  administration  has  shifted  from

traditional  negotiation  to  a  "legislative

blockade" strategy. By allowing DHS funding

to expire and refusing to sign any bills until

the Save America Act is passed, the executive

branch is  testing the limits  of  constitutional

governance.  The  deliberate  degradation  of

airport  security and  other  civil  services  is

being used as a pressure tactic to force the

opposition  into  a  fundamental  rewrite  of

election laws.

Energy as a Geopolitical Lever The jump to

over $100 per barrel is being framed by the

administration  as  a  "small  price  to  pay"  for

long-term  security.  However,  the  data

suggests this is a profound shock to the US

economy. The 84-cent diesel spike is a leading

indicator  of  coming  food  price  inflation,  as

industrial  and  agricultural  sectors  absorb

these costs. The reliance on an international

mission  to  open  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

highlights that the US military presence alone

has  not  been  enough  to  stabilize  global

markets.

The  Rise  of  Domestic  Political

Radicalization The  NYC  Mayor's  case,

involving  a  suspect  reportedly  pardoned  by

the  president  for  Capitol-related  activities

(Jake  Lang)  organizing  protests  that  led  to

bomb threats, points to a dangerous overlap

between  fringe  political  groups  and  violent

extremism. The "ISIS-inspired" label used for

the Pennsylvania suspects further complicates

the  domestic  security  environment,

suggesting that the war abroad is providing a

propaganda  template  for  homegrown

radicalization.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4 Weeks): The  "Epic  Fury"

air campaign is likely to expand into Iranian

civilian-adjacent  infrastructure  as  the  US

seeks  a  decisive  end  to  the  conflict  before

fuel-driven  civil  unrest escalates  in  the  US.

Domestic airport wait times will likely reach a

breaking  point,  potentially  forcing  the

emergency use of the National Guard to staff

TSA checkpoints. Stock market volatility will

persist as the Dow Jones continues its bearish

trend in response to the wartime economy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant

inflationary  period  is  inevitable  given  the

current  diesel  prices.  The  November

intermediate  elections  will  be  a  referendum

on both the war and the "Save America Act,"

provided the  legislative  impasse  over  voting

laws  is  resolved  by  then.  If  the  partial

government  shutdown extends,  we  may  see

the  collapse  of  secondary  state  capacities,

including  national  parks  and  federal  court

functions.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  transition  to

Mojtaba Khamenei could lead to a permanent

state of asymmetric warfare between the US

and an Iranian insurgency if the regime is not

fully  dismantled.  Domestically,  if  the  "Save

America  Act"  becomes  law,  it  will  represent

the most significant change to voter eligibility

requirements in  the  modern  era,  potentially

shifting  the  demographic  balance  of  the

American electorate for a generation.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  US  must  solidify  its  coalitional

approach to maritime security; the French-

led  mission in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

suggests that European allies are taking a

lead  in  protecting  their  own  energy

supplies, potentially signaling a shift away

from US-led security architecture.

Diplomatic channels should remain open to

Iranian moderates, if any remain, as the US

signals  its  intent  to  target  Mojtaba

Khamenei.

Regional stability in Latin America is at risk

as  femicides  and  violence drive  further

migration,  complicating  the

administration's  "border  first"  domestic

policy.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Fragility: Businesses

should hedge against diesel-driven logistics

costs which are unlikely to stabilize while

the Middle East is in active conflict.

Regulatory/Political Risk: The legislative

blockade in Washington creates a high-risk

environment  for  government  contractors

and  industries  reliant  on  federal  funding,

particularly  those  in  aviation  and  border

security.

Investment  Opportunity: AI-driven

medical diagnostic tools, such as the use of

mammographies  for  heart  disease

detection,  represent  a  growth sector  in  a

health  market  looking  for  cost-effective,

high-yield preventative technologies.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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