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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND

SECURITY ARCHITECTURES

DESTABILIZED BY IRANIAN

LEADERSHIP SUCCESSION AND

ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST

CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in global

geopolitics as the Iranian Assembly of Experts

officially appointed Mojtaba Khamenei as the

new Supreme Leader following the death of

his  father,  Ali  Khamenei,  in  recent  Israeli

strikes.  This  appointment,  while  maintaining

the  regime's  radical  trajectory,  has

immediately  intensified  regional  hostilities,

with  Israel  and  the  United  States  signaling

that  the  new  leader  remains  a  target.

Concurrently,  Israeli  strikes  have  targeted

Iranian  oil  infrastructure,  prompting  Tehran

to threaten retaliatory strikes against regional

energy facilities to force global  oil  prices to

unprecedented  levels.  This  escalation  is

already being felt in European markets, where

diesel  prices are approaching two euros per

liter, sparking fears of a renewed inflationary

surge  and  necessitating  G7-level  financial

consultations.

In  Eastern  Europe,  the  Ukrainian  theater

remains  under  extreme  duress  as  Russia

continues  to  double  its  drone  production,

launching  thousands  of  munitions  that  have

left  major  cities  like  Kyiv  without  heat  and

electricity for weeks. The lack of Western air

defense  supplies  is  reaching  a  critical

threshold,  forcing  President  Zelensky  to

explore  the  export  of  interceptor  drones to

Gulf states to secure funding and ammunition.

Domestically,  Lithuania  faces  a  convergence

of  governance  and  security  challenges,

ranging from a "reputational crisis" among its

top  leadership  to  a  startling  revelation  that

nearly half of its youth are unfit for military

service due  to  mental  and  physical  health

declines, even as the state accelerates major

military  procurements  like  HIMARS  and

NASAMS systems.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Radical  Succession in  Tehran: The  88-

member  Assembly  of  Experts  has

transitioned  power  to  Mojtaba  Khamenei,

signaling a victory for the "Deep State" and

the Revolutionary Guard. 

The  appointment  breaks  with  the

previous  anti-dynastic  stance  of  the

Islamic Republic, aiming for a consensus

candidate to stabilize the regime under

pressure.

Israel continues precision strikes against

Iranian  officers  and  infrastructure,

targeting  five  oil  facilities  in  a  single

night near Tehran.

U.S.  President  Donald  Trump  has

expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the

succession,  suggesting  the  new  leader

will  not  last  long and  considering  the

deployment  of  special  forces  to  seize

Iran's enriched uranium reserves.
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Global Energy and Inflation Crisis: The

Middle  East  conflict  has  severed  major

supply  routes,  specifically  the  Strait  of

Hormuz, driving oil past $100 per barrel. 

Lithuanian  fuel  prices  have  surged  to

record highs, with diesel nearing €2/liter

and  gas  prices  in  Iran  itself  jumping

from 11 cents to over €1.60 in a week.

France  has  convened  a  G7  finance

ministers'  meeting  to  mitigate  the

economic shockwaves and price hikes.

Ukrainian  Defense  Criticality: The  war

in  Ukraine  has  entered  a  phase  of

technological attrition where Russian drone

volume  is  overwhelming  defensive

capacities. 

Russia aims to produce 1,000 drones per

day by  the  end  of  the  year,  while

Ukraine's  air  defense  stocks  are

"emptied."

Kyiv  is  seeking to  leverage its  combat-

proven  "interceptor  drones"  as  a

diplomatic  and  financial  tool to  gain

favor  with  Arab  allies  who  are  also

facing Iranian drone threats.

Lithuanian National  Readiness  Gap: A

sharp disconnect has emerged between the

state's  military  ambitions  and  the  actual

health of its conscription pool. 

Medical data reveals that 45% of young

men are  unfit  for  service,  with  mental

health  issues  (42-45%)  and  spinal

deformities being the primary causes.

Physical endurance has dropped by 30%

since 1992, creating a strategic risk for

the national defense model.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession  &  Stability: The  Iranian

transition  to  Mojtaba  Khamenei  is  the  most

significant  leadership  change  in  decades.  It

represents  a  consolidation  of  the

Revolutionary Guard’s power over the clerical

establishment,  as  the  new  leader  maintains

close  ties with  conservative  clerics  and  the

military. This shift ensures the regime remains

"fierce"  and  unlikely  to  seek  de-escalation

with the West.

Energy Security: The intentional targeting of

energy infrastructure in the Middle East has

turned oil into a direct tactical weapon. Iran’s

threat to hit regional oil facilities is designed

to  induce  global  economic  pain.  Analysts

suggest that if  Iran’s 3.5 million barrels per

day were fully removed from the market, or if

the  Hormuz  transit  remains  blocked,  the

global inflationary spike could be catastrophic

for European stability.

National  Security  &  Procurement:

Lithuania  is  aggressively  upgrading  its

arsenal, spending €6 million on Samrams and

Spike missiles and anticipating the arrival of

HIMARS  and  NASAMS  batteries.  However,

the government faces criticism for "freezing"

the  LRT  budget  for  three  years  to  fund

defense,  a move the Venice Commission has

criticized  as  potentially  undermining  media

independence.

Corruption & Elite Politics: The Lithuanian

government  is  facing  a  "reputational  crisis"

involving  multiple  branches  of  power.  Prime

Minister  Inga  Ruginienė  is  under  ethics

investigation  for  a  Vatican  trip involving

family members on a military Spartan aircraft.

Simultaneously,  the  "Nemuno  Aušra"  party

leader’s  shifting  stance  on  military  training

grounds (polygons)  and  investigations  into

party financing are testing coalition cohesion.

Labor  & Economy: Small-scale  business  in

Lithuania  is  retreating  into  the  "shadow

economy." High costs of business licenses and
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a  new requirement  for  smart  cash  registers

have  led  to  a  10%  drop  in  legitimate  sole

proprietors, potentially increasing the state's

burden for social benefits.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Lithuania is dominated

by the upcoming spring session of the Seimas,

with  over  100  project  packages  focusing

heavily on national security, media regulation,

and agricultural stabilization.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT  Law  Amendments: A  new  project

seeking  to  reform  the  management  and

dismissal  procedures for  the  national

broadcaster's  director.  Critics  argue  it

remains a politicized attempt to control the

institution.

Polygons  Expansion  Act: Legislation  to

establish new military training grounds in

Tauragė  and  Kapčiamiestis.  Despite

personal  opposition  from  some  party

leaders,  a  national  consensus  is  expected

due to security urgency.

The  Milk  Law: Proposed  legislation  to

protect  farmers  from  falling  raw  milk

prices,  which  have  dropped  nearly  50%,

threatening  the  survival  of  small  dairy

farms.

Business  License  Reform: Local

municipalities  are  hiking  license  fees

significantly  (from  €12  to  €840  in  some

regions),  driving  small  players  out  of  the

formal market.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Presidential  Meeting  with  Seimas

Board: President  Nausėda  met  with

parliamentary  leadership  to  align  on

security priorities for the spring session.

Venice  Commission  Findings: The

commission  released  a  critical  report  on

the  hurried  freezing of  the  LRT  budget,

recommending a more thorough evaluation

of the funding model.

G7 Finance Summit: Called by France to

address the fuel price surge resulting from

the Middle East war.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Technological Asymmetry of Modern

Warfare: War  is  no  longer  just  about

hardware;  it  is  about  the "pixelation"  of  the

battlefield.  AI  and  autonomous  systems  are

being "fine-tuned" in real-time in Ukraine to

distinguish between real and painted targets.

However, the defense of these technologies is

proving prohibitively expensive, with high-end

missiles  being  used  to  intercept  low-cost

drones, a cost-ratio that favors the aggressor

and  threatens  to  bankrupt  Western  defense

stocks.

The Crisis of  Human Capital: A  profound

trend is the diverging trajectories of military

technology  and  human  readiness.  While

Lithuania  and  its  allies  are  procuring  21st-

century  weapons,  the  physical  and  mental

health of  the  youth  population  is  in  sharp

decline.  With  45%  of  potential  conscripts

disqualified,  the  sustainability  of  a  "total

defense"  model  is  in  question.  This  is

exacerbated  by  a  sedentary  lifestyle and  a

breakdown  in  school-based  physical

education.

Media as a Strategic Battleground: From

Switzerland,  where  voters  rejected  a

reduction  in  public  broadcasting funds,  to

Lithuania’s LRT law debates, public media is

increasingly  seen  as  a  target  for  populist

fiscal  cutting  or  state  control.  Governance
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analysts  warn  that  weakening  traditional

media promotes disinformation, which Russia

and Iran are actively exploiting through "deep

fakes" and AI-driven info-warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  further

volatility in fuel prices as the "Hormuz risk"

remains  unpriced.  The  Iranian  regime  may

conduct  a  high-profile  "demonstration  of

strength"  to  solidify  Mojtaba  Khamenei's

authority.  In  Lithuania,  the  Seimas  spring

session will likely see heated debates over the

PM's Vatican trip, potentially distracting from

legislative progress on defense polygons.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Ukraine's air

defense shortage will likely reach a "breaking

point" without a massive infusion of Western

interceptors, potentially leading to a systemic

collapse of the energy grid by next winter. The

Lithuanian military may need to reconsider its

conscription  criteria  or  radically  invest  in

youth health initiatives to ensure future force

numbers.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural shift

in  Iran  toward  a  dynastic-military  regime

under  Mojtaba  Khamenei  could  lead  to  a

permanent "state of war" in the Middle East,

fundamentally  altering  global  oil  supply

chains. The success of Ukraine's drone export

strategy could create a new defense-industrial

axis between  Kyiv  and  the  Gulf  states,

independent of traditional Western providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomats  must  prioritize  "strategic

dilemmas"  for  Russia  and Iran by  further

restricting  the  movement of  Russian

citizens and increasing counter-intelligence

cooperation.

The G7 must prepare for a scenario where

Middle East oil is weaponized indefinitely,

necessitating  accelerated  investment  in

alternative energy transit and storage.

Support  for  Ukraine  must  shift  from

"inventory donation" to "joint production,"

particularly in anti-drone technologies.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Volatility: Logistics  and

manufacturing  sectors  should  hedge

against diesel  prices exceeding €2.20/liter

if regional oil infrastructure in the Gulf is

hit.

Defense  Tech  Opportunity: There  is  a

massive market opening for low-cost drone

interceptor  systems as  current  anti-air

systems are economically unsustainable.

Regulatory  Risk: In  Lithuania,  small

businesses  must  adapt  to  digitized  tax

monitoring (smart  registers)  or  face

increasing  audit  risks  as  the  state  seeks

revenue to fund its €6B military expansion.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching
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trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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