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THE APPOINTMENT OF MOJTABA

KHAMENEI AS IRAN’S SUPREME

LEADER AMID AN ESCALATING

REGIONAL WAR HAS TRIGGERED A

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK, WHILE

POLITICAL PARALYSIS IN BOSNIA

THREATENS TO COLLAPSE STATE

INSTITUTIONS AND FORFEIT

CRITICAL EU DEVELOPMENT

FUNDS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on March 9, 2026,

is  dominated  by  the  rapid  escalation  of

conflict in the Middle East following the joint

U.S.-Israeli  strikes  that  killed  Ayatollah  Ali

Khamenei.  In  a  historic  first  for  the  Islamic

Republic, power has transitioned dynastically

to  his  son,  Mojtaba  Khamenei,  who  is

perceived by analysts as a more radical, hard-

line  leader with  deep  ties  to  the  Islamic

Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC).  This

succession occurs as the U.S. Pentagon, under

Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, signals a

shift  toward  a  policy  of  "unconditional

surrender"  for  the  Iranian  regime,  despite

growing  domestic  dissent  over  American

casualties and  the  economic  fallout  of  the

war. Global oil prices have surged past $110-

$120 per barrel, reviving fears of a 2008-style

financial crisis as the Hormuz Strait remains a

primary chokepoint for energy distribution.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the global energy

shock has manifested in fuel prices reaching

the critical 3.00 KM per liter mark, prompting

fears of runaway inflation. The state’s inability

to  respond  is  exacerbated  by  a  legislative

stalemate in the House of Peoples, which has

blocked  the  suspension  of  fuel  excise  taxes

and jeopardized the second tranche of the EU

Growth  Plan funds.  Domestic  stability  is

further  threatened  by  a  coordinated

announcement  from 23,000  state  employees

planning massive protests on March 31 over

frozen  wages  and  institutional  neglect.

Simultaneously, the transport sector is on the

brink  of  collapse  as  regional  neighbors  like

Serbia  ban  oil  exports  and  Croatia  enforces

strict  labor  regulations  on  Bosnian  drivers,

creating a supply chain crisis that could see

total  border  blockades  by  the  end  of  the

month.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Iranian  Succession  and  Escalation:

Mojtaba  Khamenei  has  been  named  the

third Supreme Leader of Iran, signaling a

dynastic  shift in  the  regime's  power

structure.  Following  the  transition,  Iran

launched  significant  missile  and  drone

salvos  against  Israel  and  several  Gulf

states, including Qatar and the UAE, where

U.S. assets were targeted. 

Global  Energy  Crisis: Oil  prices  have

spiked over 25% in a single day, with Brent

Crude approaching 150 dollars per barrel

in  some  projections.  Regional  reactions

include  Serbia's  ban  on  oil  exports  and

Croatia's implementation of fuel price caps

to prevent a "chain reaction" of inflation. 
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Operation  Midnight  Hammer/Epic

Fury: U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth

confirmed that the U.S. aims for the total

combat-ineffectiveness of  the  Iranian

military. However, internal reports indicate

the  U.S.  may  be  investigating  its  own

involvement in a strike on an Iranian school

that  killed over 160 children,  a  claim the

administration is struggling to manage. 

Bosnian  Institutional  Collapse: The

state  broadcaster  BHRT  is  facing  total

shutdown due  to  a  lack  of  a  systemic

funding solution,  while  political  blockades

by the HDZ and SNSD have halted the EU's

multi-million euro Growth Plan. 

Regional  Militarization: Croatia  has

officially  reintroduced  mandatory  military

service, with the first 800 recruits entering

barracks today, marking a significant shift

in Balkan security architecture in response

to global instability. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Supply Chains

The  Hormuz  Strait  closure  has  halted  oil

exports from  the  Gulf,  forcing  Bosnian

distributors  to  rely  almost  exclusively

(73.6%) on Croatian imports via the Bijača

border crossing. 

The Bosnian transport  sector  reports  that

375  drivers  are  currently  sidelined  from

work due to the Schengen 90/180-day rule,

threatening  12  billion  KM  in  annual

exports. 

Federal  Minister  of  Commerce  Amir

Hasičević warned that diesel  consumption

has doubled to 3 million liters daily due to

panic buying, straining local reserves that

may only last 5 to 15 days if a total cutoff

occurs. 

Succession & Stability

The  appointment  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei  is

viewed  as  a  move  toward  ultra-

radicalization, as he possesses stronger ties

to the IRGC than his father. 

Analysts suggest the transition circumvents

traditional  religious  seniority  (Ayatollah

status)  through  constitutional

maneuvering, potentially weakening regime

legitimacy among  traditionalists  while

consolidating military control. 

Corruption & Governance

The Bosnian Council of Ministers is under

scrutiny  for  distributing  3.8  million  KM

from  budget  reserves  for  "emergency

situations"  without  a  public  call  or  clear

criteria,  raising  allegations  of  political

patronage. 

Political blockades in the House of Peoples

are being described as deliberate sabotage

of the EU Growth Plan to maintain political

leverage ahead of the October elections. 

AI & Technology Policy

Researchers in Germany have debuted an

AI  model capable  of  predicting  mortality

risk and biological age with high precision

via  full-body  MRI  scans,  raising  ethical

concerns  about  its  use  in  "therapy

rationing." 

Advancements  in  "One  Health"

biosurveillance  are  focusing  on  pathogen

mutations in  domestic  pets  to  prevent

future  pandemics,  though  controversy

remains  over  "gain-of-function"  research

risks. 
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  was  defined  by  a

critical  lack  of  quorum  and  political

obstructionism  regarding  emergency

economic  measures  and  EU-mandated

reforms.  The  Bosnian  state  apparatus  is

effectively  stalled  during  a  period  of  peak

regional volatility.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Law  on  Excise  Taxes: Proposed

amendments  to  allow  the  Council  of

Ministers to fully suspend fuel excises for

up  to  six  months  remain  stuck  in

parliamentary procedure. 

Law  on  Salaries  in  BIH  Institutions:

Legislation intended to provide retroactive

wage  increases for  state  employees  is

currently  being  blocked  in  the  House  of

Peoples,  fueling  the  upcoming  March  31

protest. 

Law  on  BHANSA/Civil  Aviation:

Proposed reforms to transform the aviation

directorate  into  an  independent  agency

were  defeated  in  the  House  of

Representatives by a single vote, allegedly

due to its impact on political patronage. 

EU  Growth  Plan  Reform  Agenda: A

roadmap  for  clean  energy  and  education

reforms tied to 976 million euros in EU aid

remains  unadopted  due  to  "additional

consultations"  between  entity  and  state

levels. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Federal  Ministry  of  Commerce  Press

Conference: Minister  Amir  Hasičević

announced that despite price increases of

0.39 KM, supply remains stable but warned

against panic hoarding of diesel. 

Joint  Commission  for  European

Integration: The session failed to convene

due  to  a  lack  of  kvorum,  preventing  any

progress on the EU reform agenda. 

Hegseth  Exclusive  Interview: The  U.S.

Defense  Secretary  outlined  a  maximalist

strategy for Iran, rejecting the "remaking of

society" while insisting on military victory. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Dynastic Hard-Line Shift

The  rapid  elevation  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei

represents more than a simple succession; it

is the militarization of the Supreme Leader’s

office. Unlike his father, who balanced clerical

and political factions, Mojtaba is a veteran of

the Iran-Iraq war and has spent years acting

as the "black eminence" managing the IRGC's

internal security apparatus. This suggests that

the Iranian regime has abandoned diplomatic

engagement in favor of a "steroid-enhanced"

version  of  its  previous  hard-line  stance,

anticipating that the U.S. and Israel will  not

stop  until  the  regime  is  eliminated.  The

psychological effect on the Iranian population

is  one  of  forced  homogenization  under  fire,

rather than the "internal  collapse" predicted

by the Trump administration.

Institutional Decay in the Balkans

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  is  demonstrating  a

dangerous  decoupling between  executive

needs  and  legislative  capacity.  While  the

Council  of  Ministers  requests  pre-financing

for EU plans, the House of Peoples functions

as  a  "veto  machine."  This  trend  is  pushing

state  employees  and  the  private  transport

sector  toward  radicalization,  with  Dragan

Matović of the Border Police Union warning

that  the  31st  of  March will  be  a  "turning
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point" for civil unrest. The state is effectively

cannibalizing  its  own  long-term  viability—

forfeiting nearly a billion euros in EU aid—to

protect  short-term  political  patronage  and

ethnic blockades.

The End of the Global Liberal Order

The  "Midnight  Hammer"  operation  and  the

subsequent closure of the Hormuz Strait are

being interpreted as the final collapse of the

1945  international  order.  Analysts  note  that

the  U.S.  is  increasingly  acting  outside  the

constitutional and UN-mandated frameworks,

with  the  U.S.  Defense  Secretary  dismissing

media reports on fallen soldiers as "political

vendettas."  This  trend  suggests  a  move

toward a multipolar world dominated by raw

military power (U.S., China, Russia) where the

UN  and  EU  are  increasingly  "irrelevant"

actors  unable  to  restrain  major  powers  or

even protect their own energy interests.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect  fuel  price  surges to  continue,

likely hitting 3.20 KM in Bosnia, leading to

the first  wave of  transport-led protests at

border crossings. 

The  March  31st  protest  by  23,000  state

employees will  likely paralyze government

functions and border operations if a wage

agreement is not reached. 

U.S. casualties in the Iran theater will likely

exceed official counts, increasing domestic

pressure  on  the  White  House  to

demonstrate a "win." 

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

If  the  EU  Growth  Plan  is  not  ratified  by

summer,  Bosnia  will  permanently  lose

access to the first 976 million euro tranche,

with  funds  likely  diverted  to  Moldova  or

Albania. 

The total collapse of BHRT will create a

media  vacuum on  the  state  level,  further

fragmenting the country into ethnic media

silos (RTRS and FTV). 

Croatia’s military service will face its first

logistical  hurdles  as  the  number  of

"conscientious  objectors"  (currently  only

1%) likely increases if the Middle East war

draws in NATO allies. 

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The  shift  to  Mojtaba  Khamenei could

either  stabilize  the  regime  through

absolute  IRGC  loyalty  or  lead  to  a

protracted civil-military conflict within Iran

if the economy collapses completely under

the $150/barrel oil paradigm. 

Bosnia  may  see  a  re-composition of  its

political majority if the "Trojka" coalition

collapses under the weight of the failed EU

reforms and the premiership resignation in

Sarajevo Canton. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Stabilization  of  the  Bosnian  House  of

Peoples must be a diplomatic priority for

the  EU  to  prevent  the  Growth  Plan

forfeiture, which acts as the only remaining

anchor for state-level cohesion. 
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The U.S.  must  clarify  its  position on non-

combatant casualties in Iran to prevent the

complete alienation of remaining Gulf allies

like Qatar, who feel "betrayed" by the lack

of prior consultation. 

Regional  security  actors  should  monitor

Serbia’s  export  bans and military  build-

up,  as  global  distractions  may  provide  a

window for opportunistic escalation in the

Balkans. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Hedging: Investors  should

prepare  for  oil  to  remain  above  $120 for

the  next  two  quarters,  significantly

impacting  petro-chemical  and  logistics-

dependent industries. 

Supply Chain Risk: The transport sector

in Bosnia is at imminent risk of blockade;

firms should seek multi-modal alternatives

or local stockpiling before March 31. 

Regulatory  Compliance: New

mandatory  military  service laws  in

Croatia  and  potentially  elsewhere  will

disrupt  the  labor  market for  males  aged

18-27,  requiring  workforce  planning

adjustments. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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