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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape was
fundamentally reshaped on March 9, 2026, by
the formalization of the first hereditary
succession in the history of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Following the reported
assassination of Ali Khamenei by a joint US-
Israeli strike on February 28, his son, Mojtaba
Hamnei, has been named the third Supreme
Leader. This transition has triggered
immediate kinetic escalations across the
Persian Gulf, including missile and drone
strikes targeting Israel, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, and the UAE. Consequently, global
oil prices have surged past $116 per barrel,
prompting the Serbian government to enact
an emergency ban on oil and fuel exports to
stabilize its domestic market. This energy
shock converges with a period of heightened
domestic volatility in Serbia as the country

approaches local elections in ten

municipalities.

Internally, Serbia is witnessing a deepening
crisis within its rule-of-law framework. The
High Council of Prosecution (VST) failed to
extend the mandates of eleven specialized
prosecutors within the Prosecution for
Organized Crime (TOK), effectively stalling
investigations into high-profile corruption and
public safety cases, such as the Novi Sad
station canopy collapse. Critics and legal
experts characterize this as a "lawfare"
strategy, further evidenced by  the
implementation of the "Mrdi¢ Laws," which
allegedly undermine judicial independence.
While President Vuci¢ promotes a US $48
billion national plan—"Leap into the Future
2030-2035"—focused on Al and humanoid
robotics, domestic opposition and civil society
point to a lack of basic infrastructure, such as
functional sewage systems and transparent
public procurement processes.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Iranian Succession and Regional War:
The appointment of Mojtaba Hamnei as
Supreme Leader signals a shift toward a
more hardline, hereditary autocracy. Iran
has responded to the killing of its previous
leadership  with  wi r missil
barrages, including a significant strike on

Bahrain's largest oil refinery.

* Global Energy Shock: Crude oil prices
reached US $116 per barrel following the
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz and
attacks on Gulf energy infrastructure.
Serbia has responded by banning fuel
exports until at least March 19.
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* Serbian Judicial Purge: The non-
extension of key prosecutors has been

described as a victory for organized crime

over the state. Reports of BIA (Security
Intelligence  Agency) interference in
prosecutor elections suggest a collapse of
the firewall between politics and the
judiciary.

Local Election Volatility: The deadline for
submitting electoral lists for the March 29
local elections has passed, revealing a
strategy of using "phantom lists" with
names similar to opposition groups to
confuse voters, particularly in Smederevska
Palanka and Kula.

Civil Unrest and Activism: Protests
continue in support of anti-mining activist
Zlatko Kokanovi¢, currently in a 30-day
detention. Simultaneously, Maja Simic¢
received the "Dobrila" award for her work
in Roma women's rights, highlighting
ongoing social stratification.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession and Stability: The Iranian
"father-to-son" succession is a historically
unprecedented move for the Islamic Republic,
potentially alienating traditional revolutionary
supporters while consolidating power within
the Revolutionary Guard (IRGC). This move is
viewed as a bid for regime survival amidst an
existential military threat from the US-Israeli
coalition.

Energy Security: Global supply chains are
fracturing as 25% of worl il an is
currently blocked in the Gulf. Serbia's export
ban reflects a broader trend of economic

protectionism as states brace for a prolonged
"oil war."

Rule of Law and Corruption: In Serbia, the
"Mrdi¢ ILaws" and the failure to appoint a

liaison to Eurojust have effectively isolated

the country's investigative bodies from
international cooperation. The closure of the
Hague office for Eurojust coordination marks
a significant regression in the fight against
transnational crime.

Technology Policy and AI: President Vuci¢’s
"Serbia 2030" plan emphasizes humanoid
robotics and AI. However, experts warn that
Al in the hands of autocratic regimes could be
weaponized for digital zoolander-style
surveillance and the replacement of
independent media with robotic news
anchors.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics:
Serbian leadership continues to center around
President Vucic as the sole face of all political
campaigns, even at the local level. This
centralization is contrasted by the resignation
of two ministers in Slovenia following a
security scandal involving the Roma
community and the subsequent passage of the
"Sutarov Law" to increase police powers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity was characterized by
emergency decrees and the implementation of
controversial judicial and security reforms
across the Balkans.

* Serbia Emergency Energy Decree: A
cabinet-level decision prohibiting the
export of oil, diesel, and gasoline until mid-
March to prevent domestic shortages.

* Slovenia "Sutarov Law": A new security
law passed in response to ethnic tensions,
granting police extraordin
search homes without a warrant in "high-
risk areas."
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* Serbia "Mrdi¢ Laws": A package of
judicial legislation that critics say allows
the wunlimited re-election of chief
prosecutors, incentivizing political loyalty
over professional integrity.

HEARINGS AND PRESS EVENTS:

* High Council of Prosecution (VST)
Session: A contentious meeting where
votes were withheld for the re-assignment
of prosecutors, leading to a functional
collapse of several major anti-corruption
cases.

* Vuci¢ "Serbia 2030" Presentation: A
pseudo-event lasting over 50 minutes
where the President acted as de facto
Prime Minister, presenting a plan lacking

formal institutional papers or
parliamentary oversight.

* Zlatko Kokanovi¢ Legal Proceeding:
Defense attorney Sara El Sarag challenged
the unfounded detention of the activist,
citing police footage as evidence of
innocence.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Institutional Delay

A significant trend is the use of procedural
technicalities and "standby" statuses to
paralyze investigative bodies. By failing to
appoint a liaison to Eurojust and allowing
prosecutor re-assignments to lapse "by force
of law," the Serbian state is effectively
granting immunity to high-level actors. This
"institutional freezing" serves as a more
subtle but equally effective form of lawfare
compared to direct dismissals.

Hereditary Autocracy as a Global Model
The Iranian succession of Mojtaba Hamnei
suggests a hardening of autocratic structures

globally. The rapid pledge of loyalty from all
military and political wings in Iran, combined
with immediate military escalation, indicates
that hereditary transitions may prioritize
military-industrial continuity over theological
or democratic legitimacy.

The Infrastructure Paradox

There is a widening gap between state
rhetoric and material reality. While the
Serbian government projects images of

robotic dogs and Al graphics, citizens and
experts cite the wunresolved 19th-century
problem of waste management and illegal
construction. The Kablar viewpoint project,
built without a recorded project for the
executed state or a safety survey for the rock
face, epitomizes this trend of "aesthetic" over
"structural" governance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in fuel prices across the Balkans as
Serbia's export ban takes effect. The March
29 local elections will likely see increased
"field pressure" from unidentified individuals
in black, continuing the "Lucani scenario" of
intimidation. In Iran, further drone strikes on
Gulf oil infrastructure are highly probable as
Hamnei consolidates his "war leader" image.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Serbian
Prosecution for Organized Crime will likely
experience a significant backlog or collapse of
cases involving state-linked actors due to the
current purge. The Mionica precedent, where
an official was convicted for election
falsification, may lead to more aggressive
state measures to prevent similar judicial
independence in the future.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The US $48 billion

investment plan may drive Serbia into a
significant debt trap, particularly if the
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projected $1,300 average wages fail to
materialize amidst global energy inflation.
Iran’s shift to a hereditary model could either
lead to long-term stability through IRGC
consolidation or spark a secondary
revolutionary wave if the '"father-to-son"
transition is rejected by the clerical base.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic efforts should prioritize the re-
establishment of the Eurojust liaison to
ensure Balkan organized crime
investigations remain integrated with EU
security.

* The Venice Commission should be engaged
immediately to review the "Mrdi¢ Laws"
before they become structurally embedded
in the Serbian legal system.

* Security monitoring in the Gulf must

account for '"horizontal commanding"

strategies in Iran, where local commanders
may act autonomously following the loss of
central leadership.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Sector: Firms should prepare for

prolonged rationalization of fuel and energy
supplies in the ESEE (East-South Europe)

region.

* Compliance Risk: The erosion of judicial
independence in Serbia increases FCPA

and anti-bribery risks, as local
prosecutors lack the mandate to protect

foreign investments from local corruption.

* Consumer Trends: Despite high
zaduzivanje (indebtedness) in cash credits,
the Serbian consumer market remains
resilient, though the "investment in real

estate" trend is increasingly driven by lack
of alternatives rather than market growth.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

