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THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
COMPLETES A RAPID SUCCESSION
OF POWER AMIDST A SUSTAINED
ESCALATION OF "TRUE PROMISE 4"
OPERATIONS AGAINST U.S. AND
ISRAELI ASSETS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a pivotal strategic
juncture for the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the broader West Asian security architecture.
Following the martyrdom of Ayatollah Sayyid
Ali Khamenei in an initial U.S.-Israeli
decapitation strike, the Iranian Assembly of
Experts has swiftly appointed his son,
Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei, as the
third Leader of the Islamic Revolution. This
seamless transition of power occurred in
under ten hours, effectively neutralizing
Western intelligence narratives that predicted
a systemic collapse or a power vacuum in the
wake of the elder Khamenei's death. The
appointment, coinciding with the "Night of
Power" on the Islamic calendar, has been
leveraged by state media to galvanize
domestic support and project a message of
revolutionary continuity and defiance to the
"Epstein syndicate"—a derogatory term

utilized throughout the day to delegitimize the
Trump-Netanyahu coalition.

On the kinetic front, the war has entered its
tenth day with the
"Operation True Promise 4," reaching its 31st
wave of missile and drone strikes. Iranian
forces have transitioned from defensive
posturing to a proactive campaign of attrition,
successfully targeting U.S. military
headquarters at Sheikh Isa, Ali Salim, and Al-
Dhafra bases. Strategic analysts note that
Iranian "Generation 1 and 2" missile stocks
are being utilized to deplete expensive Israeli
interceptor batteries, such as the Arrow 3 and
David’s Sling, which are reportedly now being
rationed due to critical supply shortages. This
military pressure is coupled with a "smart
closure" of the Strait of Hormuz, which
selectively permits passage to allies like
Russia and China while causing global oil
prices to surge to $120 per barrel, creating an
existential threat to the Western economic
order.

intensification of

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Succession and Continuity: The
Assembly of Experts officially appointed
Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei, a 56-year-old
veteran of the Iran-Irag War and a high-
ranking cleric, to lead the nation. The
transition was marked by millions of
citizens taking to the streets to pledge
allegiance, signaling domestic stability
despite ongoing air strikes.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_140000

* Operation True Promise 4 Escalation:
The IRGC Aerospace Force reported the
successful execution of the 31st wave of
strikes against the "occupied
territories" and regional U.S. bases. Iranian
commanders announced a tactical shift
toward using warheads weighing no less
than one ton to increase destructive
efficacy.

missile

Economic Warfare and Energy Crisis:
The "smart closure" of the Strait of Hormuz
has disrupted one-fifth of the world's oil
supply. Analysts report that while Western
tankers are blocked, vessels connected to
Iran, Russia, and China continue to pass,
further isolating the U.S.-led bloc.

Regional Resistance Coordination:
Hezbollah has coordinated heavy rocket
barrages with Iranian operations, causing
extensive power outages in Tel
Simultaneously, the Ansarullah movement
in Yemen and the Islamic Resistance in Iraq
have increased attacks on U.S. logistics and

naval facilities.

Aviv.

Humanitarian Narrative and War
Crimes: Extensive coverage has been
given to the U.S. bombing of the Minab
Girls Elementary School, which resulted in

the deaths of approximately 170 students.

The decentralized "mosaic" command
structure of the IRGC has ensured that
mili ration
after the loss of top-tier political and
military leaders.

ntin n even

Energy Security:

Oil prices have spiked by 25-30% in a
single week, with Brent crude hitting $120
per barre] following the closure of Kuwaiti
oil production and disruptions in the Strait.

Iran possesses the capability to target 47
critical oil facilities in the Persian Gulf,

which would lead to a long-term "post-oil

world" economic catastrophe.

International Relations & Foreign Policy:

Russia and China have maintained a
supportive stance toward Iran, with

Viadimir Puti 1 lati

the new leader.

Western European powers are showing
signs of internal fracture;
European security elements are reportedly
questioning the utility of the "U.S. empire"
in light of the economic fallout.

some senior

India has faced a diplomatic crisis as it is
forced to seek U.S. waivers to purchase oil

This event is being utilized as a central while the Strait of Hormuz remains
psychological warfare tool to frame the U.S. contested.
as a "genocidal regime."
National Security & Security
Architecture:

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* The U.S. missile defense network in the
region has been significantly degraded,
particularly after the targeting of radar

Succession & Stability:

* The rapid appointment of Sayyid Mujtaba

Khamenei demonstrated the resilience of ms inthe UAE an rdan.

Iran's governing institutions and their e The U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet has incurred 21
ability to operate under wartime reported deaths and numerous injuries
conditions. following sustained strikes on its regional

installations.
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* Evidence suggests that Israeli air defenses
are being "flooded" by cheaper Iranian
drones, forcing them to use $3 million

interceptors against $20,000 targets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current conflict has sparked intense
debate regarding executive overreach in the
United States and the legality of disarming
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Critics argue that the
Trump administration is bypassing
Congressional authority to prosecute an
undeclared and unconstitutional war. In
Lebanon, the government is facing a crisis as
the Prime Minister attempts to disarm the
Resistance under Israeli pressure.

* US Congressional Accountability:
Senator Bernie Sanders and others have
condemned the unauthorized $95 billion
expenditure on the war, calling for focus on
domestic housing and healthcare.

* Lebanese Disarmament Proposals: PM
Nawaf Salam has offered the army general
a choice between disarming Hezbollah or
resigning, a move viewed as a "red line" by
the Parliament Speaker and the Resistance.

* International Lawfare: Civil society
groups in Spain and elsewhere are
demanding a referendum on NATO
membership and the closure of U.S. bases
used to facilitate strikes on Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failures of "Decapitation" Doctrine:
The central premise of the U.S. military
doctrine—that the Islamic Republic is a "one-
man system"—has been fundamentally

challenged. By assassinating the Supreme
Leader, the U.S. and Israel intended to trigger

a popular uprising. Instead, the move has
unified disparate political factions in Iran,
from reformists to hardliners, around a shared
national identity and a desire for revenge. The
rapid succession of Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei
is being framed as a strategic failure for
Donald Trump, who had boasted of
influencing the succession process.

Civilizational War Narrative: State

broadcasts are increasingly framing the
conflict as a civilizational war rather than a
mere territorial or political dispute. The
"Resistance Axis" is being portrayed as the
defender of global "dignity" against an
"Epstein syndicate" characterized by
hedonism, narcissism, and corruption. This
theme aims to resonate with conservative
populations worldwide, including right-wing
factions in the West who are skeptical of U.S.

Economic Asymmetry and Attrition: The
day's reports highlight the stark cost
asymmetry of the war. While the U.S. spends
over $1 billion per day to maintain its regional
presence and fire high-end interceptors, Iran
is utilizing mobile missile launchers and low-
cost drones that are almost impossible to
detect and destroy. This trend suggests that
even if the U.S. achieves tactical wins, it is
losing the str

ic war of attrition.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued surge in oil prices as global
mark r h ner lock
Israeli air defense stocks will likely hit a
"critical failure point," leading to more
successful Iranian missile strikes on
sensitive infrastructure in Tel Aviv and
Haifa.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260309_233000

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
may face an unprecedented constitutional
crisis as domestic anti-war sentiment grows
alongside rising inflation. The "smart
closure" of the Strait could force several G7
nations to break with the U.S. to secure
independent energy deals with Iran.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift
toward a multi-polar world order is likely,
with the "de-dollarization" of oil sales as
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states consider
settling energy trades in Yuan or Rubles.
This would signal the end of the
"Petrodollar" era and the beginning of a
significantly reduced U.S. footprint in West
Asia.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Immediate diplomatic intervention is

required to prevent a regional nuclear
escalation, as Israeli leadership may
consider ‘"tactical" options if their
conventional defenses fail.

* The international community must
recognize the failure of the "Regime
Change" model in Iran and move toward a
new framework of regional security that
includes Tehran.

* Security for global shipping lanes cannot
be guaranteed without an end to the
blockade, necessitating a ceasefire.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Vulnerability: Investors should
hedge against $150-$200 oil prices as the
disruption in the Persian Gulf appears
designed for long-term endurance.

* Supply Chain Risks: Any dependence on
minerals or components withheld by China
(such as those for rare-earth air defense
components) poses a catastrophic risk to
Western defense contractors.

* Logistics Disruption: The global aviation
and maritime insurance industries face
massive losses; routes through the Middle
East should be considered high-risk/no-go
zones for the foreseeable future.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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