TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

RTANEWS

MARCH 9, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN CONFLICT ESCALATES:
DOMESTIC & REGIONAL RIPPLES

REPORT DATE: March 9, 2026

PAKISTANI ROCKET STRIKE:
TORKHAM MARKET FIRE

PAKISTANI POST DESTROYED
(GOUSHTA, NANGARHAR)

¢ {  “INSECURITY IN KABUL MEANS ~ K&.5
W INSECURITY INISLAMABAD"  SIGNIFICANT
- HARDENED IEA STANCE CIVILIAN 150+ SHOPS 300 MILLION AFN
- Defense Minister Yagoob Mujahid  CASUALTIES ~ DESTROYED  FINANCIAL LOSS

oEEoet  SECTION 2: IEA DOMESTIC MOBILIZATION & GOVERNANCE

AFGHAN STATE MEDIA

. = L= (
BROADCASTING CHTORIC 3 : RAMADAN CLEMENCY: MARKET PRICE CONTROLS
1,205 PRISONERS RELEASED & ANTI-HOARDING (MoVV)
SUPPORT FOR / CRUSHING

ECURITY 5B | | |48 RESPONSET
sroms & - 0 Aucnssswr?

CLIMATE RESP[]NSE MoVV WOMEN'S RIGHTS CLAIMS:
40,000 PINE SEEDLINGS RESOLVED 3,000 COMPLAINTS

INTERNAL INSTITUTIONALIZATION:
PROFESSIONALIZING FORCES & ADMINISTRATION

g IRAN LEADERSHIP
IEA ENGAGES CHINA — TURKIC STATES MEETING: SUCCESSION WATCH

URGES DIPLOMACY & REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY (MOJTABA KHAMENE):
DE-ESCALATION IMPACT ON REGIONAL

Q:>

(| GLOBAL & INVESTOR IMPLICATIONS

fim 4B DT © ++

CONTINUED HUMANITARIAN . URGENT DIVERSIFY INVEST IN
‘ SKIRMISHES PRESSURE [ | HUMANITARIAN TRADE ROUTES REFORESTATION

| | MONITORING ~ (HAIRATAN,  &URBA
m m o ‘ ISLAM QALA) GREENNE
Baednl POTENTIAL IEAACCELERATES | | i e S L]

MARKET VOLATILITY | TRADEWAR _INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS | |

OVERARCHING TREND: IEA is using the conflict to consolidate nationalist support while leveraging regional powers, transitioning
from an insurgent force to a conventional state actor. Global actors must monitor humanitarian needs and diplomatic shifts.
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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN CONFLICT
ESCALATES AMIDST DOMESTIC
MOBILIZATION AND REGIONAL

DIPLOMATIC INTERVENTION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, was defined by a sharp
escalation in hostilities along the Durand Line,
characterized by direct military engagement
between the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) and Pakistani forces. The IEA

successfully targeted and destroyed a
Pakistani military post in the Goushta district

of Nangarhar using heavy mortars, framing
the action as a necessary defense of national
sovereignty. This military friction has
triggered a massive humanitarian crisis, with
approximately 8,500 families displaced and
significant civilian casualties reported in
border regions. Concurrent with the kinetic
conflict, the IEA is conducting a nationwide
domestic mobilization campaign, leveraging
state media to broadcast messages of public
support, civil society protests against
"Pakistani aggression," and the readiness of
special forces for a full-scale "jihad" if
commanded.

On the diplomatic front, the IEA is actively
engaging regional powers to mediate the
crisis while maintaining a defiant posture.
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi met with
China's special envoy to discuss the military
strikes, with Beijing urging diplomacy and de-
escalation to preserve regional stability. The
Turkic States also convened informally to
address the crisis, signaling that the conflict
is no longer a bilateral issue but a threat to
regional connectivity projects. Domestically,
the government is attempting to project an
image of holistic governance by announcing
the release of over 1,200 prisoners for
Ramadan, continuing anti-narcotics
operations, and implementing price controls
in local markets to mitigate the economic
strain of the conflict and the holy month.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Active Border Hostilities and Military
Counter-Strikes: [EA forces under the
201st Khalid bin Walid Corps launched
retaliatory  strikes against  Pakistani
positions. Spokesmen confirmed that SPG-9
mortars destroyed a Pakistani military
installation in Nangarhar province. Public
rhetoric from Defense Minister Yaqoob
Mujahid warned that insecurity in Kabul
would directly translate to insecurity in
Islamabad, marking a significant hardening
of the IEA’s stance against its neighbor.

* Significant Humanitarian and
Economic Damage in Torkham: A
Pakistani rocket strike on a commercial
market in the Torkham border town ignited
a massive fire. Early estimates suggest the
blaze caused approximately 300 million
Afghanis in financial losses to local traders,
destroying over 150 shops and
exacerbating the economic fragility of the
border region.
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* Reports of Iranian Leadership
Succession: In a development of major
regional consequence, Afghan state media
cited reports that Mojtaba Khamenei has
been appointed as the successor to
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. This move,
if finalized, suggests a push for continuity
within the Iranian regime during a period
of heightened regional volatility.

* Ramadan Clemency and Judicial
Actions: The IEA announced a large-scale
prisoner release to mark the start of
Ramadan. A total of 1,205 inmates were
freed or had their sentences commuted
following a high-level
commission and a decree from the

review by a

Supreme Court, aimed at fostering
domestic goodwill.
» State-Led Domestic Mobilization:

Residents in provinces such as Takhar,
Baghlan, and Herat held state-sanctioned
demonstrations in support of IEA security
forces. Civilians and "cultural activists"
were recorded expressing readiness for
jihad and calling for a "crushing response"
to any violation of Afghan territory.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Regional Influence:
The IEA is transitioning from an insurgent
force to a conventional border defense
military. The use of specialized units and
heavy weaponry against a neighboring state
indicates an increase in state military
capacity. This is paired with a strategic
warning to regional members of the Turkic
Council that instability in Afghanistan will

derail large-scale regional projects.

Economic Security & Trade
Infrastructure: Despite the border conflict,
the IEA is attempting to maintain vital trade

arteries. Over 180,000 metric tons of goods
were imported and exported via rail links in a
single week. However, the conflict with
Pakistan has led to accusations of "hoarding"
and ‘"profiteering" by local merchants,
prompting the Ministry of Vice and Virtue to

monitor market prices and arrest violators.

Domestic Stability & Human Rights: The
Ministry of Vice and Virtue (MoVV) is framing
its activities as the protection of Islamic rights
for women. The ministry claimed to have
resolved 3,000 complaints related to women's
rights in the last ten months, including
preventing forced marriages and securing
inheritance rights, as part of an effort to
counter international criticism of its gender
policies.

Succession & Stability: The reported
appointment of Mojtaba Khamenei in Iran is
being monitored closely by Kabul, as the
transition in Tehran will have direct
implications for Afghanistan’s western border
security and the ongoing transit of goods

through the Islam Qala port.

Narcotics Control: Law enforcement

remains active in rural provinces, recently
dismantling a processing factory in Jowzjan
and arresting several traffickers. This
maintains the IEA’s narrative of a successful
drug ban to the international community.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activities focused on executive
decrees and administrative monitoring rather
than legislative debate, primarily centered on
the Ramadan period and national defense.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ramadan Amnesty Decree: An executive
order from the Supreme Leader and
Supreme Court authorizing the release of
1,205 prisoners based on merit and the

nature of their crimes.

* Market Control Regulations: Mandates
issued to the Ministry of Vice and Virtue
and provincial authorities to prevent price
gouging of essential food items during the
holy month.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Foreign Ministry Diplomatic Briefing:
Minister Muttaqgi’s meeting with the
Chinese Special Envoy to discuss Pakistan's

military attacks on Afghan territory.

* Samangan Education Assessment: The
Ministry of Education held literacy and
placement exams for 160 Mujahideen to
integrate veteran fighters into formal
schooling.

* Climate Response Ceremony: The
National Environmental Protection Agency
launched a distribution of 40,000 pine
seedlings as a strategic response to climate
change.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of the "Jihad" Narrative The
IEA is successfully pivoting its "Jihad" rhetoric
from an anti-Western occupation narrative to
a '"defense of the homeland" against a
regional Muslim neighbor. By framing
Pakistan as the "cruel regime" that attacks
during Ramadan, the IEA is consolidating
internal nationalist support. This is evident in

reports of residents in Baghlan and Takhar

expressing pride in the "crushing response"

given by IEA forces. This trend suggests the
IEA is using the conflict to bridge the gap
between its hardcore militant base and the
broader nationalist population.

Strategic Use of Regional Proxies and
Mediation The I[EA's foreign policy is
increasingly sophisticated, as it plays regional
powers like China and the Turkic States
against Pakistani interests. By highlighting
that peace is a strategic necessity for regional
projects, Kabul is effectively asking Beijing
and Ankara to pressure Islamabad into
restraint. This indicates a shift where the IEA
views itself as a central hub for regional
stability rather than an isolated pariah state.

Internal Institutionalization and
Professionalization Beyond the battlefield,
the IEA is focused on state-building through
the professionalization of its forces and
administration. The holding of placement
exams for Mujahideen in Samangan shows a
long-term plan to transition fighters into civil
or professional military roles. Simultaneously,
the large-scale prisoner releases and market
monitoring show an administration highly
attuned to the "hearts and minds" aspect of
governance during religious holidays.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Continued
skirmishes along the Durand Line are highly
likely as both sides test the other's resolve.
Expect increased domestic pressure on the
IEA to provide relief to the 8,500 displaced
families. Market volatility may persist despite
IEA intervention, as traders fear more border
closures.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If Chinese
mediation fails, the conflict could evolve into a
low-grade trade war, significantly impacting

the Torkham and Spin Boldak corridors. The
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IEA will likely accelerate its tree-planting and
infrastructure projects to project a sense of
normalcy and progress despite the military
tension.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The reported
succession in Iran may lead to a reshuffling of
regional alliances. If Mojtaba Khamenei takes
power, Kabul will seek to formalize security
agreements to ensure its western flank
remains stable while it deals with Pakistan.
The IEA military will likely continue to
transition toward a conventional force with a
strong emphasis on artillery and border
fortifications.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The humanitarian situation along the
Durand Line requires urgent monitoring;
the displacement of thousands of families
could trigger a larger migration crisis if
conflict persists.

Diplomatic channels should leverage
China’s current role as a neutral mediator
to prevent the escalation of a localized
border dispute into a wider regional
conflict.

International organizations should note the
IEA's internal narrative on women's rights
and inheritance, which may be used as a
platform for future engagement on human
rights standards.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Traders using the Torkham corridor face
extreme risk of total capital loss due to
rocket fire and arson; diversifying transit
routes through Hairatan or Islam Qala is
advised.

* The Iranian border remains a more stable
trade route currently, but reports of
leadership succession in Tehran suggest
potential long-term regulatory shifts for
cross-border logistics.

* Construction and agricultural sectors in
Kabul may see state-driven growth as the
government pushes massive reforestation
and urban "greening" initiatives despite the
national security crisis.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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