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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
ENTERS THE FINAL WEEK OF A
HIGHLY CHOREOGRAPHED
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN
CENTERED ON INCUMBENT DENIS
SASSOU NGUESSO’S NARRATIVE OF
STABILITY AND ACCELERATED
DEVELOPMENT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The March 9, 2026, news cycle in the
Republic of the Congo is dominated by the
final stretch of the presidential campaign
ahead of the March 15 election. Incumbent
President Denis Sassou Nguesso (DSN) is
leveraging the full weight of the state
apparatus, presenting himself as the "Great
Helmsman" and the only candidate capable of
ensuring national peace and the
"acceleration" of development. His campaign
stops in the Cuvette and Congo-Ubangi
departments are characterized by massive,
highly organized rallies that blend ancestral
rituals with modern political messaging,
effectively framing his re-election as a
historical necessity rather than a competitive
choice.

A significant secondary theme is the political
co-option of International Women's Rights Day
(March 8). Instead of focusing on systemic
gender inequality, the state narrative has
shifted toward a "social pact" between women
and their "future president," DSN. While some
internal critics decry the reduction of the
holiday to festive drinking and the wearing of
traditional fabric (pagne), the administration

is successfully using the occasion to

consolidate the female electorate.
Simultaneously, the government is
highlighting  advancements in  "human

capital," including specialized training for
youth in mechanized agriculture and civil
security, and significant investments in
healthcare supported by
international partners like the UNFPA.

infrastructure

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Presidential Election Mobilization

* The incumbent, Denis Sassou Nguesso,
conducted a high-profile tour of the
northern departments, including a massive
meeting in Owando, where he emphasized
his experience against "amateur"
challengers.

* The campaign has focused heavily on the
"Coup KO" strategy—aiming for a first-
round victory with 100% support in key
districts to i r n 1 ral
contestation.

* Alternative candidate Dav Mafula is touring
the northern regions of Mossaka and
Gomboma, framing his candidacy as a "new
departure" for the vyouth, though he
receives significantly less airtime than the
incumbent.
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* The Prime Minister and local mayors are KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
personally overseeing the distribution of
voter cards and conducting door-to-door Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics
campaigns to combat voter abstention.

* The administration is currently navigating

Repurposing of International Women'’s the loss of a key power broker, late
Rights Day Minister of State Firmin Ayessa, who was

memorialized during rallies as a "faithful
* The national theme for March 8 was among the faithful."

specifically tailored to the election: "A new

e The "School of Th Presi
social pact between the women of Congo e "School o ree residents” —in

. ; Owando was used as a symbolic backdrop
and the future President. . ) ] ]
to emphasize DSN's historical lineage and
* Prominent female officials, including legitimacy following Marien Ngouabi and
Minister Ines Nefer Ingani, are positioning Joachim Yhombi-Opango.
the female vote as a decisive and certain
force for the incumbent’s victory. Food Security & Labor

* Distribution of "kits" containing pagne
(fabric) and cash to vulnerable women
(including the disabled) was conducted by
figures close to the presidency to secure
loyalty.

* A significant push for mechanized
agriculture saw the graduation of 50 new
tractorists, with Minister Paul Valentin
Ngobo warning that professional
maintenance is essential for "national food

Strategic Health and Infrastructure sovereignty.”

Investments * Training programs are being used to divert

youth from the public service toward

e The UNFPA donated over 520 million CFA entrepreneurship in agroecology.

francs worth of obstetric and neonatal

equipment to the Ministry of Health to Succession & Stability
reduce maternal mortality, a key campaign
talking point. * Governance discourse is heavily focused on

the "Moebara Law," which the
administration claims has pre-emptively

lv women’s righ i , thereby
framing further activism as unnecessary.

* New medical imaging wunits were

inaugurated =~ in =~ Kindamba (Pool

Department) by the local campaign director
of DSN, explicitly linking healthcare

improvements to the president’s personal * The 80th anniversary of the General
benevolence. Lecler Mili Pr T hool

(EMPGL) served to reinforce the ties
between the military elite and the state’s
political leadership.

* The government announced the activation
of "FASUS" antennas in remote districts to
expand digital connectivity and rural
economic development.
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Mental Health & Social Order

* The government is moving toward a more
structured mental health policy, with Prof.
Léandre Masma Ngimbi highlighting PTSD
from past national traumas (notably the
March 4 blast) and the need for clinical
psychologists in every health unit to
prevent "professional burnout."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy activity is centered on executive
decrees and departmental budgets rather
than legislative debate, as the Parliament
focuses on the upcoming election. Significant
emphasis was placed on the "Moebara Law"
as the definitive legal framework for gender
rights and protection against domestic
violence.

* Pointe-Noire Budget 2026: Local council
members adopted a primitive budget of
26.7 Dbillion CFA francs, specifically
oriented toward "improving living
conditions" in the economic capital.

Moebara Law: Repeatedly cited in
campaign broadcasts as the primary legal
instrument defending women, used by
officials to argue that the state has already
"thought of everything" regarding rights.

* UN Decade for Afforestation: Following
a proposal by President DSN, the UN
General Assembly adopted a resolution for
the Decade of Afforestation and
Reforestation  (2027-2036), a major
diplomatic win for the administration’s
environmental policy.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Voter Card Sensitization: Prime Minister
Anatole Collinet Makoso and mayors in
Pointe-Noire and Brazzaville held events to
verify voter registration and distribute
cards, emphasizing that names on the list
take precedence over physical cards.

e Kindamba Medical Donation: A
ceremony was held for the handover of

echography machines to the local district,
which were used to diagnose abdominal

injuries for women who could not afford
travel to the capital.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The De-Politicization of Activism

There is a visible effort to transform advocacy
—specifically for women’s rights—into
institutionalized celebration and political
loyalty. While some voices in the media
criticize the lack of reflection on rights and
the focus on "alcohol and dancing," the official
state media focuses almost entirely on
"mutuals" (community clubs) and their role in
the DSN campaign. This trend suggests a
narrowing space for independent civil society
as the election nears.

Youth as the "Center of Gravity"

The youth vote (defined as those under 35,
making up roughly 76% of the population) is
the primary target for both the incumbent and
challengers. The government's strategy is to

rovide "skill " with programs
in mechanized farming and digital marketing
intended to absorb the significant number of
"vulnerable youth" who are currently out of
work. The recurring message is that

ver han
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entrepreneurship is the only viable alternative
to a saturated public sector.

Environmental Diplomacy as Legitimacy

The administration is increasingly using the
Congo Basin's ecological importance to
bolster DSN's international stature. By
securing a UN-level decade for reforestation
and organizing cross-border environmental
ceremonies with countries like Mauritius, the
government frames DSN as a global leader in
climate action, which is then reflected back to
the domestic audience as a reason for
continuity.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a victory
for the incumbent, Denis Sassou Nguesso,
likely in the first round on March 15. The
state media is already preparing the "Coup
KQO" narrative. Potential for minor localized
protests in urban centers by opposition youth,
though heavy security presence and "peace"
messaging from religious and civil leaders aim
to minimize this. Voter card distribution issues
may lead to day-of confusion, but the directive
to allow voting with ID alone if names are on
the list will mitigate large-scale
disenfranchisement.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Post-election
governance will focus on the "acceleration" of
the 2022-2026 National Development Plan
(PND), with an emphasis on industrializing
the agricultural sector. New medical
equipment and digital infrastructure will be
rolled out in rural areas to fulfill campaign
promises. The administration will likely
reshuffle the cabinet to replace vacant
positions left by deceased or retiring power
brokers, potentially promoting more
"technocratic" youth to manage the National
Fund for Auto-Employment.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Republic of the
Congo will attempt to position itself as the
"green lung" of Africa, seeking carbon credit
financing and international investment in
reforesting degraded lands. However, the
reliance on a single central figure (DSN)
remains a long-term stability risk. The
integration of mental health psychologists into
the public health system and the continued
digitalization of transport (mobile money) will
be key markers of state capacity evolution.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Climate Engagement: Deepen
partnerships on the "Decade of
Reforestation" as the Congo remains a
critical carbon sink; however, ensure
environmental funding 1is transparently
managed at the local level.

* Regional Security: Monitor the DSN-

Tshisekedi relationship, as high-level
meetings in Oyo suggest Brazzaville

continues to play a central mediation role
in the Great Lakes region.

* Humanitarian Support: Continue funding
for maternal health via the UNFPA, as
these programs have high local impact and
measurable outcomes despite the political
climate.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Agribusiness Opportunity: The
government’s  pivot to  mechanized
ricultur provides significant
opportunities for providers of farming
machinery, maintenance services, and agro-

processing tech.
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* Digital Economy Growth: The
digitalization of the transport sector (e.g.,
Transbony and Mobile Money) indicates a
favorable regulatory environment for
fintech and logistics platforms.

* Regulatory Risk: While DSN's continuity
offers predictability, investors should be
wary of "extralegal" practices by rogue

ministrator and "parafiscality”
(unofficial taxes) which still plague the
business environment despite the "guichet
unique" (one-stop shop) reforms.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine

yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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