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~ & DOMESTIC SECURITY DEBATES

IRANIAN SUCCESSION:
Mojtaba Khamenei Appointed
Supreme Leader (Hardline Turn).
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THE TRANSITION OF POWER IN
IRAN TO A MORE RADICAL
LEADERSHIP AMID AN ESCALATING
REGIONAL WAR WITH THE US AND
ISRAEL HAS TRIGGERED A GLOBAL
ENERGY CRISIS AND INTENSIFIED
POLISH DOMESTIC DEBATES OVER
NATIONAL SECURITY AND
ECONOMIC RESILIENCE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 9, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the conflict between the United
States, Israel, and the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Following the death of Ali Khamenei in
US-Israeli strikes, the Iranian Assembly of
Experts has appointed his son, Maojtaba
Khamenei, as the new Supreme Leader. This
succession signifies a hardline shift toward
more radical, anti-Western policies, effectively
ending hopes for a diplomatic de-escalation in
the near term. Iranian forces have responded
to the offensive with ballistic missile barrages
and drone strikes across the region, targeting
Israel, Bahrain, and the UAE, while also
accidentally threatening Turkish and NATO
airspaces.

The economic fallout is acute, with global oil
prices breaching the $100 barrier and
peaking as high as $118 per barrel on Asian
exchanges. The blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz has severely disrupted global supply
chains, particularly for Asian economies,
while the Polish government faces intense
domestic pressure to mitigate rising fuel costs
at the pump. This has sparked a "lawfare"
battle in Poland, with the opposition Law and
Justice (PiS) party proposing temporary VAT
and excise tax cuts, a move the Tusk
administration dismisses as short-term

political theater that ignores EU regulatory
constraints and budgetary realities.

In Poland, the security architecture is
undergoing a stressed transformation. A
major political rift has opened between the
Tusk government and President Karol
Nawrocki over the "Safe 0%" defense funding
program—a proposed gold-backed alternative
to the EU-supported "Safe"
Simultaneously, the nomination of
Przemyslaw Czarnek as the PiS candidate
for Prime Minister has signaled a return to
aggressive, conservative rhetoric regarding
energy and social policy. Amidst these
geopolitical and political storms, a tragic
balloon accident in Zielona Géra and a
significant cyberattack on a hospital in
Szczecin have underscored the fragility of
domestic infrastructure and safety standards.

program.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Iranian Succession and Escalation
o Mojtaba Khamenei has been confirmed
as Supreme Leader, a move seen as a
victory for the Revolutionary Guard
(IRGC). His rhetoric has focused on
"crushing retaliation" against the West

and Israel.

o The conflict has expanded into Bahrain,
where Iranian drones struck major
refineries, and into Lebanon, where
Israel is accused of using prohibited
phosphorus bombs in civilian-populated

areas.

o The US has officially signaled that a

ground operation in Iran is no longer
being ruled out by the Pentagon.

* Global Energy Shock

o Qil prices spiked by nearly 30%, with US
and Israeli markets bracing for the
possibility of oil reaching $200 if the
conflict is not resolved quickly.

o The Strait of Hormuz blockade has
stranded hundreds of tankers, with only
Chinese vessels reportedly being allowed
safe passage through informal Iranian

guarantees.

* Polish Domestic Political Shifts
o Przemystaw Czarnek emerged as the PiS
"Prime Minister-in-waiting," centering
his campaign on a return to coal and an
attack on  "pseudo-ecological" EU
policies.

o Donald Tusk was re-elected as leader of
the Civic Coalition (KO) with 97%
support, consolidating his mandate for
2026.

* National
Disputes
o A high-stakes meeting is scheduled
between the President and Prime
Minister to discuss the "Safe 0%"
program, with the government
demanding "concrete data" on where the
proposed 180 billion PLN will come
from.

Security and Funding

o Poland is actively evacuating citizens
from the Middle East, with military
transport flights operating out of Oman

and Riyadh.
* Critical Infrastructure and Safety
Failures

o A prominent Polish pilot, Jagoda
Gancarek, died after a balloon collided
with a residential tower in Zielona Goéra.

o A hospital in Szczecin was forced into a
"paper mode" of operation following a
ransomware attack that encrypted
patient data.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security Global energy markets are
in a state of crisis as Iranian strategic
reserves and refineries become primary
military targets. The blockade of Hormuz has
effectively cut off 20% of the world's oil
supply. In Poland, the government is
considering interventionist measures such as
lowering the margins of state giant Orlen or
adjusting VAT/excise taxes, though it
maintains that current reserves are sufficient
for the immediate term.

Defense Policy and Security Architecture
The Polish government is facing a critical
bottleneck in defense financing. While the EU-
backed "Safe" program offers 180 billion PLN
for military investments, the President has
stalled its signing, favoring a mysterious
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National Bank of Poland (NBP) plan involving

the sale and repurchase of gold. Meanwhile,
Polish troops continue training on Abrams
tanks in Biedrusko, highlighting the ongoing
modernization drive despite funding
controversies.

Technology Policy and Cybersecurity The
role of Al in the current conflict has moved
from chatbots to "kill chains" and automated
targeting (Project Maven). Domestically,
Poland is grappling with the implementation
of the European Digital Identity Wallet, which
opposition parties have mischaracterized as
the end of the popular "mObywatel" app.
Cybersecurity remains a weak point,
evidenced by the ransomware hit on a
Szczecin hospital and the proliferation of Al-

generated fake zoo ticket sites in Wroctaw.

Elite Politics and Succession The sudden
shift in Iranian leadership from Ali to Mojtaba
Khamenei has bypassed traditional
democratic pretenses, cementing a dynastic
and IRGC-backed rule. In Poland, the PiS
party's  tactical pivot to Czarnek—a
"bulldozer" candidate—is an attempt to unify
the nationalist right and reclaim voters from
the more radical Confederation party.

Diplomatic Engagement Prime Minister
Tusk hosted the Prime Minister of the
Netherlands, joint defense
production and European unity against
Russian aggression. The Tusk administration
is walking a tightrope, supporting US/Israeli
operations in Iran while expressing concern
that the conflict is diverting US attention and
resources away from the Ukrainian front.

emphasizing

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Poland is currently
dominated by emergency reactions to the fuel

crisis and ongoing disputes over defense
financing and constitutional order.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
c Safe 0% Defense Funding: A
presidential proposal to finance the
military ~ without @ EU-linked  debt,
allegedly utilizing NBP gold reserves. No
formal text has been seen by the
government as of March 9.

Fuel VAT/Excise Tax Reduction: A PiS-
sponsored bill to temporarily lower VAT
from 23% to 8% and slash fuel excise

o]

taxes to combat rising prices.
o Ukraine Residence Extension:
President Nawrocki signed a law

extending the legal stay of Ukrainian
citizens in Poland, while introducing new
requirements for school attendance and
cross-cultural assistance.

o]

Tribunal
Appointments: Sejm is preparing to
vote on six new judges to fill vacancies, a
move aimed at "healing" the legal system
after years of crisis.

Constitutional

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Tusk-Nawrocki Security Meeting:
Scheduled for March 10 to resolve the
o G7 Finance Ministers Conference: An
emergency remote session to discuss

releasing strategic 0il reserves to

stabilize markets.

o PiS Convention in Krakow: The formal

introduction of Przemystaw Czarnek as
the party’s PM candidate, marked by

rhetoric against "green madness."
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Radicalization of Succession The
appointment of Mojtaba Khamenei represents
a hardening of the Iranian state. Unlike his
father, who maintained a veneer of diplomatic
maneuverability, Mojtaba is deeply entwined
with the TRGC and the security apparatus.
This move confirms that the Iranian regime
sees total war as its only survival mechanism.
This radicalization is mirrored globally by the
rise of "hard-power" candidates, including

Czarnek in Poland, who uses "normalcy" vs.

" as a binary political wedge.

Energy as a Primary Kinetic Weapon
Energy is no longer a subtext of the conflict; it
is the primary target. The destruction of
Iranian refineries and the blockade of Hormuz
are intentional economic warfare tactics
designed to force a collapse of the Iranian
state from within. However, the $118 oil price
suggests that the collateral damage to
Western economies might be greater than
anticipated. Donald Trump's dismissive stance
toward oil prices as a " i "is
a high-stakes gamble on the patience of the
American and European electorate.

Domestic Infrastructure Under
Geopolitical Stress The Szczecin hospital
cyberattack and the Zielona Géra balloon
disaster reveal a secondary tier of risk: the
degradation of public safety and digital
sovereignty during times of crisis. As military
focus shifts to the Middle East, cyber proxies
and domestic negligence create points of
failure. The hospital's forced return to paper
is a stark reminder that digital transformation
has increased vulnerability without a
proportional increase in resilience.

The Fragmentation of European
Consensus While the Netherlands and Poland

show solidarity on Ukraine, the internal Polish
fight over "Safe" vs. "Sejf 0%" shows that

defense is becoming a partisan tool. The
President's refusal to sign the EU-backed
funding bill, while the National Bank of Poland
floats a gold-backed alternative, suggests a
deeper conflict over whether Poland's future
security should be tied to Brussels or an
independent, nationalist model.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect fuel prices in Poland to continue
climbing toward 8 PLN per liter for diesel,
potentially triggering small-scale protests
or "blockades" by logistics firms.

* The March 10 meeting between Tusk and
Nawrocki is likely to result in a temporary
compromise, possibly signing parts of the
"Safe" bill while allowing a "pilot" version
of the NBP program.

* The ground situation in Iran will likely see

the first commando operations targeting

nuclear sites or refinery hubs on the coast.
Medium Term (1-6 Months)

 If the Hormuz blockade lasts beyond April,
global inflation will see a second wave,
forcing central banks to rethink interest
rate cuts.

* The Czarnek candidacy will polarize the
Polish  electorate ahead of regional
elections, making PiS a more "militant"
opposition force.

e Ukraine may face a critical munitions
shortage as US manufacturing is
prioritized for the Middle Eastern theater,
forcing European allies to fill the gap at

significantly higher costs.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A structural shift in global energy
logistics is likely, with a permanent
increase in LNG infrastructure in Europe to
bypass Middle Eastern chokepoints.

* The potential for a partitioned Iran or a
long-term insurgency led by Kurdish and
other ethnic factions could create a
permanent zone of instability between
Turkey and Pakistan.

* Poland's  constitutional and  judicial

"healing" will likely remain incomplete and
contested, as subsequent administrations

weaponize the Tribunal for political gains.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Divert Diversification: Accelerate the
"Eastern Shield" and internal EU defense

production to mitigate the depletion of US
stockpiles redirected to Iran.

* Humanitarian Contingency: Prepare for
a refugee wave from Iran (90M+
population) that could destabilize Turkey
and eventually the EU.

* Cyber-Shielding: Implement mandatory
air-gapped systems for critical healthcare
and energy infrastructure to prevent

further ransomware exploitations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Redundancy: Logistics
firms must avoid the Persian Gulf and
expect higher premiums for Suez-adjacent
routes. Look for opportunities in Northern/
Arctic routes or expanded rail corridors.

* Energy Hedging: Industries with high
energy exposure should hedge against
$150/barrel oil scenarios for the remainder
of Q2 2026.

* Tech Transition: Monitor the digital wallet
rollout in the EU as a precursor to broader
blockchain-based identity and payment
systems, which may offer more security
than current mobile apps.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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